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[NTRODUCTION. 


1. Tlie Assam Census Report, wbicU counts as Volnme III in tbc senes of provinO' 

^ ial reports of India, has two parts— ^Part 1, the report 

proper, and Part li, the fables. Theso are printed in 
»;{)amto volumes, and in order to save the reader the trouble of constantly referring' 
to the Tablnijs Volntne, and also to present the statistics :a proportional instead of 
absolute form, a number of subsidiary tables is ^ivea in this (Koporl) volume. A 
third part, the Adniiulstrative Report, ia also puhlislicd, but Lbia is purely for use 
flt the uestt census and contains detaib of no gcnonil inteie^t, ' 

The plan of the present report differs little from that of the last census. Chap 
ters I and II have betm divided diifercntly, but the subjecis of the other chapters renmin 
ns before, 

2. Tills, the sixth Census of Asssam, was taken on the evening of the 18th llaroh 

canouH.. ^ 1873 Assam was included in Bengal ; m 1911, 

it was censused as a part of ihe province of Enstem 
Bengal and A&wm, but a separato report was ivritten for Assam; in all the other 
decennial censuses, taken in 1S81, 1801, 1001 ami lOil, the province has been a 
separate unit 

3. A few additions liave beon, made to the area censused in lall. A tract of 

cnnniTM sinoa mil. Kouvok tdbc territory in tlio nortli-oast of the Naga 

Hills and some Khnmti, Singpho, Ahor, kfishmi and Naga 
vilUiircsto the north and csst of tin? Sadiya Frontier Tract and the Lakliimpnr 
district hare been brought under census for tlto llrst lime ; and a sinall area ndth 
two villages has been transferred from Bengal to tlic Sylliet district. 

An administmtivo cbpngc of ImpnrUmoc bus boon the crBution ia l9i2*l‘Jfe 
of the two new districts, Sadiya and llalipata Frontier Tracts. The census of 
these tracts was taken only in the old settled p^trts iTunsfen'ed from the dittricts 
of Lakhitiipur and Barrang, and in certain other paris regiilnrly administorod 
by the Piditlral Officer, There is no dciinwl outer bonmlaty to these tracts, and 
no attempt was made to extend the censua to the hills inhabUed by tribes which 
are only under loose political controL 

■1. Detailed accounts of the urranjenienEa, difficulties and exiwnditurc have 

Adminiatmtive Report, published 
separately.^ TJie procwlure has differed little from that 
of 19 Ll. The following gcuenil summary is given to 
enable the reader to ui id erst ami how the rc^ulta havebeqp arrived at and to judeo 
of the relianee to 1m? placed on the statijtfcs. ^ 

There are fourtcon districts and one State included ir the province. These contain 
thirty-four subdivisions in eluding tliofso ilirocLiy under district hemlquurters As 
in pri!riou3 consuscs, every district was divided into blocks, each under an enumprator 
(almost always a local mrm), whose duty it waa to make the entries in the IC cnlumns 
of the general scbotlnle for every person in tlie block. There were over J,7,(H»0 such 
hl-Kjk*!, oontainingon an average 3B houses. 

In the remoter ijarts of tlio hills, wlioro long disUDCcs eeporote dJWes ami 
ljh?rate men ai'o scarce, the ouumcrators bad to deal with mnch lareer blocks. ' In 
the hill manzas of the &aro Hiiis, for iastanoc, the iivcrage rose as hit^h as 177 
hous^. Tribal blocks in the Xaga Hills were equal to cirolcs and in some oa«e 4 

cuivtamed over 2,000 houses. In such cases the enmnorator took s-'vcral weeks to mfkL'n 
his round. luaKu 

Blocks were grouped into consua circles of about 100 honsi.'S each - the cirph^s 
combined into charge's each under a Chaise Seporintemlent, whose ^ dmr-o 
usually embraced about 15 cirdes or (>,000 houses. Circles and charsfes we'r! 
nTTonged geneniUy to coincide with administrative units such na mauzas imd 
til anas. 

subdivision of a district the Charge Superintendents were directly undoj. 
the bubdmsioiml Census Officer, who was either tlio Suhdivisional Officer hiJr 
or a gazetted officer of big staff. 

In general control of the (Ustriot was the District Offlctir* in Mat,.*mi., 
President of the Darbar under the anpervisiou of the Political Agent ^ 

The Charge Superintendents ami a number of the pitpIp 
officials of tho PoUcc, Revenue, and other Departments, and did tho wSTos 
in addition to their ordinary duties ; the ommierators were almost all non-officiaJs ^ ^ 


were 
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With the exception of a paid moa ia hill tracts, the whole of the conaus 
stair iu the districts worked without remunorattoa and more or le&s voluntarilv. 

The total number of census officers employed was nearly 50,000. Detailed 
instructions for these wore laid dtnm in odes and books, and in the winter of lOiiO-SL 
they were all trained in their duties by the nojct higher offioials in the ohain, ending 
with the iittbdivisional Census Officers. U the course of my toure I attended 
meetings of tjio census officiAls in most sobdiviiions, ciplaiuod procedure and 
dUo'issed difficulties. 

The divorsicy of questions to be answered in the sobodulcs, tho detailed iustrtic* 
tions under each heading, the iliitemey of the people and tho various caste, language 
and social disputes which arose made the task of training no e vsy one. The result 
achieved refleets the greatest cre^^^, in most districts, on aU, who took part, 

5. The census of Israel and J udnU taken by Joab for King David occupied nine 

mojjtha and twenty days, and even then only the numbers 
*™* provifitonai jJjjq peopIc aud of fighting men were placed on record. 

The Indian Census records many other diverse statistics 
and, with aU Ua primitive methods, can certainly lay claim to greater speed thna this 
in'the actual oounting and reporting, ^ the following notes will show. 

In October and November 1920, numbers were put rax all bouses by the enumer¬ 
ators. A house was defined as the dweUtng place of a commensal family. 

In January and February 1Q21, a preUmmary enuincTation ^vas made. The 
entries were made usually on blatxtc paper and xvere inspected uttd corrected whore 
accessatr by the supervisors and Charge Supermtendents. 

On the Census night, by which time the rough drafts had bcca copied into the 
schedules, the enumerators wont round their blocks for the final enumeration, u’hich 
consisted in reading over the entries at each house, striking out iibsenterns, and 
entering up new arrivals. 

In the greater part of tho Gills, this final enumeration was impossible and 
the preliminary entries were used as final. This omission lias little effect on Lbe 
uccumey of the oensiis, however. In many cases modifications for births, deaths 
and nevv arrivals were mido on the reports of viUago hea lmen received close up 
to the final census date, and generally owing to the iinmobilc nature of the bill jteople 
the population statistics obtained by this method arc quite accurate enough 

for all ordinary purposes. 

Special arrangemonts were made for eumnaration of travellers, troops, survey 
parties, wandering gangfl, tea gardens, forest areas and mooring ghats. Night trains 
were halted at special stati-ins and ia mat! trains and stonmoc!) a specbl nmnig ^^tnff 
cnrriotl out the passengers' census ea route. On tho Brahmaputra and other great 
rivers patrol boats with special enumerators wore stationol to c itch travellors by 
boot. 

On tho morning after tho census the enumerators of each circle as'omhied with 
their supervisors and circle totrds were struck for occupied houses and for population 
by sex. Iheso wci'o scut at nnee to Chargo Superintendents, who mode suminarics and 
despatched them to district or subdlvisional licadqiiartcrs. To get thesu snmnxaries 
in as quickLj and ftofcly as possible all kinda of conveyance wore pressed into ^-irvico— 
horn, bicycle, motor car, tttdu, steamer, boat, runucr, olcpbant and the telegraph were 
all used iu various places. 

The preparation and checking of totals of the different units and tboir dositatch 
in matiy insiancca for long distances over difficult country uccossurily took joroo lime; 
ncvortlieless all the district totals were made uji and telegraph^ to the Census 
Contmi'^iaucr ami tho rroviucial 3uporiuteixden.t by the Stb day after the census. 
These provisional totals wore found to dilFcr by less than 1 In n thousnnd fr^jm the 
final corrected totals prepared later in the tabulation offices. Tho honours for 
swiftness ami accuracy fell to Sadiya Frontier Tract and Cachar. The former wus tho 
fir^t and only district hi toJegruph its figures oii the 20tfa March—less tluiu hours 
after the official time for ending the census ; tho total dilTered by only '02 per cent, 
from the final corrected totixl. The Cachar total which was wired on tho momijig of 
the 21st was tho most iicciimto in the province, ‘diowing a dlfEo!:ence of only 4 per 
hundred thousand on a population of over half a millioix, 

fi. After the despatch of provisional totals the schedules were sect to copying 

offices. Of these there were five, viz., 2 central offioea 
for lbe Assam and Surma Valleys at and Syihet 

and three at district headquartcra for Manipur, Lushai Hills and the Kha&i Hills. 
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No mcdianiea! prooeases of sorting or tabalation were introduced. Ae in IfiOl 
ana ipjl, every person enumerated was allotted a slip shorviug by colour, printisd 
^mboh anti copied entries all the partktilars entered in the schedule affainet hfe 
^me. The preparation of the slips took about throe months with a staff of some 
■lL>0 men ; tim stoge would have Ijeou finished much more quickly hut for a dearth of 
amtabie copyists and eonsequont slow work in thp liishai Eliils. 

AO the slips wore sent to the two oontral offices for sorting. This process was 
finished 111 September ateut sii months after the ootisus. Tickets ahoiving particahrs 
requirecLfor all the tables were prepared for the smaller units and groups bv the 
s^ters i^rl th^ were eiitcred up in compilation registers at the Gauhati Central 
nSfo’ f of figures fur all the important tahlHi was flaishcd bv February 

192^ when the Gaiilmti office was ohiaed. Certain tables were left to ho prepared 
m thohoadoffit^ at Shdbng. notably the industrial (factory and cottage iadustry) 
tabicsfor which special schedules had lieon Lssuotl, tmo or two of tbs occupational 
tables and the fiohsidTftry tallies for nil the ebaptcra of this volume. 

J'ioal checkin!; and printing of tlie tables and report was done at ShiUong also. 

7. The cost of this census is necessarily much greater tlian those of pravious 
Cost, years. The war of 19L1-1S and other world causes 

^ ^ combmed to rake wages and prices. Wo had theiefore 

to pay mo^ to our copyists, sorters and compilers and more for otir paiier and 
pniitin- tlian in former yeiu^. Further, for adtuinistrativo reawas, I wi detaUod 
by Government for other dufies away from tny headquarters, for about S months 
m the years 19^1 and 1U2 This added the cost of retention of the Supermteudeut 
and his staff lor n longer period than would othetwim have boon necoagary and has 
delayed my report by several mouths, 

Taking the actual cost of the lirat two ycfirs, ami tho estimated cort of the 
thi^ye'ir (certam printing nctounts are not y.i finally adjusted), the total extra cost 
to Government us Es, 1.12.8:i5, This gives a cost per thousand of the popnbtion of 

iif-in 1001. Compirison with 
1011 IS hardij fair, m the greater part of the work for jVssam was combined with 
thill of Fasi era llcng:il and the cost per head is uatumlly lower the laracr the 
popnlatiou inroived. Considering the rise in prices, the addition of two new district® 
and the expansion of certain of tlie tables, tJie cost compares uot unfavourahlv with that 
of lOfU. 

8. Wo have not bad at this consus any euob serious mishaps as those of 1911. 

Attitucicof the ptepiB. which caused Mr. ileSwinoy to oomjiare the coureo of 

operations to that of true love. The printins and 
^stnbutmn of forms, in particular, went tnncli more smoothly than was the cose 
in IdU. Our chief tranhle wo-s delay caused by reflection of political iin I imiustrial 
disputes. It i!i true that the great apr>sUc of non-co-operation doeraed that the 
census should not be boycotted, iind we had therefore very Uttle trouble from that 
cau.e. But wc lioil two or three strikes of the copyists in the central offices 
whilorailwaystnkes delayed receipt of completed slips at tha sorting officts in somo 
0a&e#f. ° 

The altitude of the jwfqdc, on the wholo, iras one of imliffereace The novelty 
of the census had nlreafly worn olf hefora the last census w;i 3 takim and by rtiis time 
many ]\ « nuisance. As esccptimis to this must be noted tho^ who 

arc rtriving for so.ial or other advancement and saw in the census a ehrmce of 
adding tvjdouee to their claims. Tins has hecn discussed iu the caste and 

language idiaptora. llic h dtor educated people also generally took more intend 
and he p^l to make the record ao.mrate. The army of suporvkars and unummtora 
objecfi:d m many casffl to work inthout pay. They were, of course, bound to do the 
work- undiT penalty pmvided m the Census Act, but it could not be expected that 
this fiirm of lawful compulsory labour should bo iwpular, especially when oar hud-ct 
m the first year was cut so luw that the eeugos volunteers had umallv to nrovido 
their own pons, ink and blank paper and material for house*numberimj. ^ 

- , ^ few m&n were fiimd, and moro were warned, for neglect or refusal of duty, but 

m :he cod the gri^t majonty rf census omeials did the work cheerfnllv and did it to 
the htsi of their ubility, In Sibaagar, the Deputy CommUsionor in cou^ of'his feuira 
fi-oquenily asked ^c people ii they would prefer a special tax to a little gratuitoua 
labour, and wns then met jnth remly acquicaoeuoc. Tea phmfcors in sumo ^ took 
an active interest and in others gave no help at all. The people of Sylhet mado little 
objection. It would seem fcEat their attitude to the census his chan-ped sitie^ IsaT. 
wheu an Indian gentleman of position (possibly not himself a native^ of the districtl 
described thorn thus—' Ferocious as tigers, resentful as beam, obstmato as nigs souse- 
less as savagea—.certainly a dangerous set of men to deal with.. of a very 
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turbulent nature,*’* Certificjates iiare been distributed to suporrisow and ennmerators 
in most cases over district officers' signatures, but I tnte this opportunity of rendoring 
thanks Eo all those unpaid ivorkera who helped to make the census a success. 


9. There are still many people who ask what there can he new to write in a 

census report. It is true that in studies of the people, 
ut ityoftho oenciis. ethnographical, linguistic and so forth, we cannot be 

expected to add much of iiitcreat to ivhat has been written in past census reports 
and ill special publications. But we have at least wholly new ecU oI statistics to 
work on, and it can scarcely be denied that the latest statistics aod tlw i.Tqpositioii o£ 
their meaning must be of value to administmtois as well as to students, especially' 
in n province with such diversities of climate, community and customs as are found 
in Ai«nm. It has been laid doim that at the present census attention is to be devoted 
more to the statisrical aspect and changes in the last decade than to matters of 
academic or general mtorest. 


"While the old saying that anj^Jilng can lie proved by statistics is nonsense, there 
is no doubt that anything can be proved by a wrong use of statUtics. Eepceinily Li 
there a danger in a census conducted by the primitiTC methods which u e ums iliat 
meticulous core in detluction may outrun the accuracy of Iho data. Tlio data 
depend a good deal on the persomdity and intelligence of the enumerators and the 
Biuiordinate Blatf in the abstraction offices, all hough inaccuracy is to a great extent 
elitehiated by sufjervision and check. I have endeavoured to avoid ihis pitfall, 
but 1 cannot'cl :iitn that all conclusions in tlie various parts of the report ure correct; 
and this must he my ajiolDgy for a eomcwlmt: fTCquent use of Ebc words * probably,’ 
' {lessibly, ' ‘ suggested explanation ' and so forth. t'nr the same reason, I have 
considered that eblKirale nmthematicnl analyses waulcl bo generally out of place until 
we have some firmer data to go on in maUere such as age, litemoy and dmsioa of 
occupations. 


10. As always, the brunt of the work, up to the actual census, fell on the 

Hi strict Officers and their SubdivislomU Ofilcers and 
Acknow 6d^*n . Coiisus Officm. 1 am indebted to them the more iu view- 
of the heavy extra mdustrial and economic cnquirieH which bod to bo made 
by them in connection 'with this census, in ])ursuanQeof the wishes of the Gov emmeut 
of India. 


Particular acknowledgments are duo to Mcissra. N". H, Parry, i.e.s., tmd 
T. P. 11, O'Catiaghan, i.r,, for their arnmgeroems in the Ctaro niils nud Sadiya 
Frontier Tract; to Lieutenant'Colonel Playfair, i.a., for his personal interest in 
unti ling Jangunge and caste disputes in Goalpam ; to Afr. W. A. Co.sgra^o.!i.c.s.. 
for infuring life* into the dry liones of the census at Lakhimpur. Mr. Cesgravc 
took charge of the district when the census arrangementa were far behind tbotie 
of all nther districis, and asnsted ably by hie census officer. IMr. G. C. Hardoloi. 
Extra Assistant Commissioner, evolved order out of chitos in a few weeks. 


Among district aud sobdivisioiiQl census offieers, the greatest credit is due to 
Extra Assisi afll CommissIonei'S Srijut Blialmtaran Dus of Nowgong, Bahu Padha 
Itnnjan Dhnr. of Habiganj, and £abu Bajani KauUi Eoi Dnatidar of SLIcliar. 1 have 
to thank Cantlier Subdivisioiial Officer of North Lakhimpur, for his personal 

care in pursuit and elaborafioii of tlie economic ami industrial qvicrtions, 

Tlie co-operation of all the municipalities was freely given ; special mention 
must he inntlo of the help received from the Chairmen of Now gong and Jorinit 
Municipalities 

Aeknowleiigments are due to ibe Bengal Govemment for allowing the groat 
mass of our form:*. Tunning into several millions, in KCvetHl hinguages. to be printed 
at the I’rerideucy .Tail Press, and to the and Eorms Manager, Bengal, for care 

and expedition in the work ; to Mv, H. H. Ebig, Superintend out of the Assam Secretari¬ 
al Press, and to Babu D. C, Nandi, who actetl for him during leave periods, for cate 
and attention in the printing of our numerous codes and iostTuctions, a.s well 
as of Ellis Bejiort and the Tables ; and to Messrs. A, B, Smart and E. G. Hnrdiago 
of the ShDJong Drawing office for advice and preparation of majis and diagrams. 
For a drawing from which diagram No. 11 in Chapter XII has been reproduced 
I have to thank ^Ir. D. K. Ecnnick of the Survey of India. 


* £«pi&rt on tliia Cf^ufui of JUiAm, 1S81. 
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To the Dumerous gontkraeo trho havo acted as honoiaiy coneaijondcats on social t 
industrial and roligtous mattera, I tender my thanks. From tlidr reports I Imvc 
obtained much of the matter incorporated in soYCtal chapters of this report, but it is 
impossible to mention them ail separately. Rai Babador Aghor Nath Adhikari of 
Silehar in particular Una supplied mo with a mass of intor^tiog hiformation and 
oommeat. Ho is a veteran of five censuses, having pa^ed by successive stages from a 
boy carmng the paint-pot for the enumerator in 1881, to Charge Superintendent in 
1911 and 1921. . 

I am obliged to Bahn Sures Ohandza Sen, Deputy Saperintendeot of tho Ganhnti 
Central office, for much raluahle advice at the beginning of the operations, and later 
for his careful and unremitting work in preparation of the tahl^. kfy Head Clerk 
at Shillong, Bahu Iswar Chandra Purkayastha, b.a., though now to census at first, 
has proved himsdf an able assistant i he has saved me much labour by his careful 
ohecking and Euporvision and lias prepared the industrial and uiany of the Subsidiary 
Tabteg himself. Most of my stafi at tho head and central offices have worked hard 
and spared no pains: to them also 1 am indebted. 

G. T. LLOYD. 

Sbxllono, ) 

f Bntrintind^nt of Ctiuiit OptratiiMtt d«inw* 
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ON 

TEE CENSES OF ASSAI, 1921. 


CHAPTEB 1. 

BISTBIBVTION A2!it) MOV:BMENT OF THE FOFULdTlON. 

(0 the ABBA DEALT WITH. 

1. A sammiTj of iiio phvdcal atvd etjonomio conditioiis anil fcoflnt political 

Ixistory of the province ivas given in the la^t ceiwus 
Hisiory and report.* an(l mopo detailed aocoimts are available in Gait^e 

History of Assani, the Imperial Gazettoor and earlier tonsiM reports. It 
unaecea ^^itj to r^pe^it this irtfortoiatiott. The an^ donlt "^ith is a little greatot 
that o! 1911r the additions being t^o villages transferred from Bengal to SjHiet^ 
and cettain areas in the Naga Hill^ and the tfoptli-Eaat frontier districts noiv 
brought under ailaiimetratire control ami consequently rendered poadble to census. 
These have added About 21^090 to the population. No attempt ^as made to extend 
the operations to more retDote tribal areas under only loose politiCTl eontro.. 

$3. Before proceeding to a discussion of the statistics* I Ii'ive to note certain 

political and administrativo changes whicli have occurred 

Poiiu«uoh.™r». !„ the last ten years. 

On the break up of Eastern Beagal and Assam iu lfll3i Assam reverted to Hs 
former statue of a Chief Oommhsioucrship* but on, January Srd, 
stitutod £i Governor’e Province, ivith an E^cecutive Oonncil and Alinistere, the latter 
being responsihlo to a Logblativa Oouncil with an elected majority, Tlie franchise 
lias been eictended and members are nominated also to represent certain politically 
inarticalate oommnnities such as Lahoup and iahabitants of backward tracts. 

A proposal to abolish the two Oommissionersbips has been made. During the 
last ten years, however, they have remained the same, except fur the sepamtioii 
from the Assam VaUey Division of the two frontier traots, Sadij'a and Balipam. 
These two districts were newly constituted in 1912 and 191^ from pacts of the 
Lakhimpnr and Darrang districts and are now ia ohargo of Political OJBcers dirwtly 
under th^c Local Government, 

0. Three natural divisions, the Brahmaputri Valley, the Surma Tolley and tlio 

„ ^ . r,. . , Hills, Lave been token ns in 1911 na the basis of 

Kvra wB oiw. discupsiou of Certain of tho oenins sfcitistica. Most of tho 

subsidiary tables in this report have been arranged accordingly ; while in the 
Imperial and Provincial tables in Fart II (tho Tables Volume) figures appear , by 
admini'itratiTo divisions. 

Tho coloured map at the hegianing of this volume showB all the diririons and 
tho mam physical features of the province. 

(iV) THE POPULATION DEALT WITH. 

4. The papulation onumeratod is 7,990,246 or nearly a million more than that 

of tho last censufl. There were no great disturbing factors 
opu a «n. of a temjKirary nature at the time, and the number 

represents the normal population. In the greater part of the province, censused 
syuchrononsly, we are dealing with the de population of th^ census night, 

jjexsons living and actually present- In noa-synclironous districts, ^ii ^.:—^tlie Naga, 
Hortb Cnchar, and Manipur Hills, parts of tho Garo and Khasi and Jaintia Hills 
and the frontier tracts, the figures show the de jure population, or persons ordinarily 
resident, with the addition of a few traders and visitors who happened to be making 
lengthy stays in tho country. Those were noted hy the enumerators at varying times 


Bppori an Ik; Undtu vf 1^11, pigo l-J.. 
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from 3 wrecks to 3 months before the cone ns date, and t^n number tbua eovmtetl \tm 
aitogotbnr about ihroe-quwtnrs of a million. Taking the avceago liills rate o£ increasd 
ns 8 per cent, in the 10 pears, and avemge time of one month before the census as 
date of counting, no can conoludo that tluT number so oeusujsed was about 5U0 
tbsa it would have been if tiio whole count had been on tlie exact census date. This 
is a maximum figure, as in manv casea the non-syndironoua count wa* supplemented 
rcpui^a of clitefs or hcad^nen at a later date. The difference is negligible in an 
analysis of the ten-year period. 

6. Very few reports linve boen reooived of omission or double conntingj, and the 

supervision and check by superior ofUcers was so constant 
ocuraey e there IS Uttlc doubtof the accuracy of the synchronous 

count j I do not think It dlffore iry more than a few periods in a mitlioti frrim 
the actnai mtmbcr. As to tbe hill areas, the Deputy Commissioner of the Kagn Hills 
writes *'It is probable that the immobile nature of tbe psoplo has rendert'd the 
non-sy nchmaous census far more accorato than any synchronous census woulJ bo ” ; 
and this may be taken as typicul of other similar areas. 

There is a possibility of 8 >mB omissions in the case of tmTellere nnd watiderers, 
but tbe number of these (given in Imperial Table III, last column} is not grait, and 
tbe arruigoments left little room for any persons to escape. 

{iVO AREA, PUPCLATIO^ AND DENSITY. 


6- Imperial Table I shows the area and population, urban and rural, by sex, 

of the Province and its main political and administrative 
st«u«ticiBor popui*uort. jiyisions, together with the number of towns, villages 

anti houses. Provmcifil Table I gives similar statistics for minor subdivisions of 
districts, while the seven subsidiary tables at tlm cud of this chapter are arranged to 
compare densities in the different ureas, and variations from previous years, and to 
correlate them with cartaiu agricultural and vital statistics. 

7. The statement in the margin shows the area, population and density of Assam, 

and of its chief administrative divirions, 
Tbe area of the province lias been taken 
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as in 1911 ; the real area is s^rimewhat 

f reater, but as there are no outer iH>vin- 
arlee to the frontier tracts, the Survey 
department have not been able to supply 
any revised figures. Assam h larger tboJi 
England sad Wales, but carries a population little grater than that of Belginm, 

with a density only about one ftftb of 
AreA and density. coutttry. Calculated on the 

surveyed area, the mean density for the whole province is now ISO, or 123 if we 
take the area of the Sadiya Frontier Tract as *,200 square mihis, as estimated by 
Ibe Political Officer. This is an tnerease of 15 to the square mile since the last Census. 
The following dLagtam compares the density with that of some other provinces ou^ 
countries :— 


0UCK«I4 NO t ?XUWS«I> Of PEWBOHt pEd sqUfcBE MILE 
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It is of interest to note that Assanii tho North-Ea«t frontier prormco of the 
Indian Empii’e, has exactly the same density as haft the North-West Pronticr Prormoe. 
It U still inoro than double that of Buroia, on the east, but less than a quarter that of 
out western ucighbouTi lieugal. 

There are tto industrial 
centres or towns of any sijje, 
but the distribution of the 
people Tories enormously 
within the prorince, ranging 
from 7 per square mile in 
the Pnlipnra Prontier Tract 
to over 900 in pnrt of the 
Surma Valley. Those varia¬ 
tions are discitfised in detail 
below. Although they are 
being loveliod up slowly* 
thdi persistonee is not to 
be wondered at. The stalio 
conditions of fertile riTcr 
valleys and vast areas of 
farest-coverod hills buYe 
combined with tbe dynamic 
effects of past inraslonB and 
wars, destruclire cailh- 
qnakos, and epidemio dis¬ 
ease to this end. 

_ Tho population and den¬ 
sity of the Assam Valley 
Commisi-ionerBliip now for 
the first time exceed those of the Surma Valley and mils DiTtsion ; but the room 
for expansion in the former is still immense. 

Certain statistics of density and erops arc given in subsidiary Table I. . The 
total area under crops is estimated nt 7'OS million acres; this gives a density n little 
greater than \ person per outtivated acre — or rather more than 2^ biglias of cultivate 
innd per bead uf the population. 

(tr) VARIATIONS AT PREVIOUS CENSUSES. 

S, Since 1872 there has been a oontinuotis growth. The figuri's for the six 

censuses given iu Imperial Table II ahow that the 
atAtiftiicaorvaHairon. population has almost doubled in fifty years. A referenco 

to subsidiary Table III at the end of this chapter will show this in terms of iwroentagc 
increases and changes of density 
decade by decade. The mcreaae is set 
out iu the ttotomeut below. In the 
diagram tlio height of each rectangle 
repi'csc&ts the population in millions and 
the figures within each, density per square 
mUo. 
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9. Some part of this mcrcase is due to errors of omission at the earlier consumes. 

Errflri*t,>™^fau*Can»u«a. 1^72 the ccnsus was cortaliily ver.T inaccurate; for 

in4aiice Mr, Luttman'Johnson, Deputy Lommmioner of 
Sylhot in 1881, wrote " 1 never met a man other limn an ofRciol, I neTer met a 
mail who knew n mfiii other than oMenis, w'ho romomherel the 1872 censns.,....... 

I am inclinod to think tliat the schedules were filled up l>y esomination of tlie rural 
polioomsn,’^’ In 18SI also there were many defcoLs. though not of the order of 
magnitude of the 1872 ones. Again, Manipur was omitted in the first and third, and 
the Lushai Hills in the first anl second of the censasea ; the .Mokokchung Suhilivisioii 
of the JTaga Hil ls was adled in 1801 ; while another tiaot of the Noga Hills with 
a population of about -10,000 was newly included in 191L. 

If we consider the effect of these area additions up to 1011, and make allowance 

for inaecuraoy in 1872 and 1S81 on tlio 
linos suggested in the report of 1911, wc 
arrive at the niatginaUy noted figures as 
the probable real percent ages for growth 
of I he actual population. 

10. During tUo^e forty years river steam era, railways and the tea industry 

were contributing to the development of the province and 
cnuses oi previoa* incr:aBw, bringing numerous imniigtants, many of whom settled on 

the land after tho ovpirj of their agreoraents. Up to 1901 the inciieases of the natural 
population, i.e., the Assara*bom, wore considerably less than those of tho actual 
population ; in 1881-1891 the percentage gTOvrth of natural population was only 6‘9, 
anl from 1891 to 1901 it mis as low os 1’3G. The chief cauflra of tho low rate in 
the latter dcoado were the great earthquake of 1697 and the epidemic oi kalj-a^ar. 
From 1901 to 1911 there was a g^t recovery in tho growth of the natural 
population to 15'2 por cent., evan after allowing for the newly inaluded Naga HilLn 
tract ’, with the same allowance, the actual population only inoreased by 14'6 i>er cent. 
The reasons for the tlifference, which indicates slower growth of the number of foreign- 
baTn*pcrsonSj were depression in the tea industry in the years 1901-1901 and exodus 
of the largo railway labour foroa on cimpletion of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 

Tho causes of the great increase betwoon 1991 and 1911 have been analysed in 
the last ctoLsns report. Briefly, tliey were the improved couditioa of the tea industry 
after 1905, nbsenoe of unusual ealamJtics and recovery of the j>euple after tho 
previous bad decade, which had left a propanderanee of people in the prime of lifOi 
tending to a rapid rate of reproduction. 

1 have noted above how much of the whole increase shown by tho ceaioia up to 
1911 should be taken ns real growth and how much excluded on account of area 
chaagos and errors in counting. OonsidcrAtion of the figures for acliial and natural 
iuoreoso shows that a large part of the Increase is due to m ivemcnt from outside 
into the province ; I estimate that at least a quarter of the whole incrojise before 
1011 is duo to tills cause. If the Assam-bora children of immigrants he considered 
also, the number will be greater, but the census gives no data for differeatiating 
between these and true natives of the province, 

(r) CONDITTONS OF THE DECADE 1911-1021, 

11. The period 1901-1011 was described in the last census report as distinctly 

Oflnflrti, progressive. In the past docodo, progreaa in growth has 

ooi^mucd, but tho speed has been retarded by various 
orenta of local importance, and by the universal influenza epidemic of 1916-19, It 
cannot be said that the standard of life has improved; the economic comliticn of 
tho people appears to be no better in 1921 than it was in 1911. 

1J3. There weromiuor frontier military operations in 1911-12-13, and the Kuki 
Tfim and military opera- rebellion of 1917-1919 caused some devastation in the 
uons. Manipur hills. The effect of the European war began 

to be felt in 1916. The lugh food prices wore felt severely by those with fixed 
iaeomes ; the rise in prices of imported artialea such as cloth, salt and kerosene oil 
w-os felt by all classes, though it was counteracted generally for the cultivators by 
the increased prices obtained for their surplus crops. Direct beaefit to the province 
accrued from increased employment, mainly for the clerical and labouring classes. 
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Contingents of fighting moa were supiUiod fo Gurkha regimoats : arlillery drivers 
and mechanvcal transport drivera ^vere enlisted from classes ndth no previous military 
traidition ; some yoimg men of educitiou went as clerks to military units and others 
enlisted in the Bengali rogiment; and several labour corps were raised far service 
overseas and in India or on the frontier, All tLeae brought back sums of money to 
their ho ne diitricLs on demobilization. 

13- Kaiufali was generally heavy, as usual in As'tam, where real famine is 

unkTiown. Excessive rain produced several high floods, 
ciininta And crops. causing local Scarcity at tlmos. Crops were on the whole 

fair in the decade and tlie price of rice generally rntei high, with consetjaent benefit 
fo the oultivators. In 1917-19, however, the price fell with the high yie'd aad pro¬ 
hibition of eipoit, causing difficulty to those with surplus stocks for sale. 

The average retail price of common rice rose from 13 seers tii 7 seera jM;r rupee 
in the first five years of the decade, fell to Id by 1917 and riise again to hy 1939. 
Serious damage was done by floods in the Surma Valley between 1^13 and (910 ; 
'Qoalpara, Dar/ang, Ifowgong, Silisag'ir and tho Khasi and Jaiutia Hills also sufferei 
from llootls at differient times. In 1911-12 great dama^ro was done to crop? iti the 
Lushni niiLs aed Manipur by a plague of rats which app?aro l with the stjodiDg nf 
the bamboos in that year. In 1913-14, Sylhet and Cnchar crops sulTeixid also fr^m 
insect posts. The comoquent shortage of food-grains an I depletion of sticks were 
comitere.l by measurea of relief and agricaltuiul loans from Government, fn 1U1H5, 
the faU ill the cotton and jute market'? alTected growers adversely. Water 
livnridth hits spread grcitly in many parts and threatens to ho a perettii'al ^urcc of 
lo?s to the wet rice crop, as well as an obstruction to boat traffic and a nuisance to 


the tank water supply. 

The Agpioultural Department succijuded in introducing pitatoes, an I several 
new varieties of rice with higher yields in localities where they were not grown before; 
but the spread of improved methods and intensive cultivation liris been sl.ov and is 
stillvcrylgv.nl. Cultivation of indigo has 1 m!CD introduced in parts of the Assam 
Valle?, but little progress has been nmdn as yet in its mtinufacturo, 

fn 1013 there was a severe earthquake, with its centre imr Srimangnl in the 
Sylliet disti let. Much proportv was destroyed, but Iiss of life wa? small and no 
permanent change in lind level was produced. 

14, The tea induslry^cjut-inuod to flourish up to 1919| btit in 1910 _ dislocation 

of trade and especially closure of tho ItaBsinii market 
caused a acrtous (lepressiou and acoumulathm of s^ks: 
many companies w'hioh had paid away high i>rotitsof previous years in largo dividends 
and had kept no cosarves came near to financial criaWi the niitoboc of labourers was 
reduced, considerable areas were allowed to go out of cultivatioa, and riots and oth^r 
disturbADces occurred among the co dies in saveral districts. In 1931, however, with an 
agroomant by the Tea Association to restrict output, a rise in the tea market and impro¬ 
vement in general health, tlie industry began to recover. Even after tbi? feemporary 
depression, wc find that tho area under tc.i is nearly 0 per cant, of tho oultivatod area 
of the province, having increased in tho 10 years by some 60,000 acres. Tho popula¬ 
tion censused on tea gar Jons rf)3C from 1 02,000 to 923jOuO. Xhc number of labourers 
was well over a tnillton in 1010 but fell in 1020-21, 


15. According to statistics of th'3 Depavtincnt of Tjaiil Kccerds and AgriculturCt 

tbo wliole cuUivuhle area in the province bus decreased 
ftnd mw oiiitiv*- about 5 per cent, or over 2,000 Sip.iare milc'?. owing to 
reservation of areas o-s forest ; but the absalnte figures 
are not wholly reliable, as those for tho pcrmniicntly settlo l district? of Sylhot and 
Goalpara areba^ed only on estimates, The net area sowu, ??hich i? still only 31 per 
' cfcnt, of the total cultivable area, shows an increase uco-irding to t lo annu il returns of 
about 00,009 acres. Iinmigr-Ation of o vltivators from Eastern Bftngal and colonisation 
hy Ncpftlis and e.r-garden coolies increased largely and did much to open up 
waste land in tho Assam Valley, but as subriJiary Table I shows, largo areas r'-main 
uncultivated. Attempts are being mode to extend fruit ouUiv.ition in tho hills and 
certain parts of tho plait^s; the Garos nre begmuing to grow oranges, and In SylUet 
proposals for piuo apple tinning factories hnvo been made. 

16, la development of largo industries, apart fr.im tea, there is little of 

achievement, but considerablo promise, to be noted, The 
induatiT^. Assam Oil Company extended their werldngs in Ukliimpur 

and increased their output from 3*5 to 5-2 milliou gallons in the decade. Tho ])etrel- 
&U 1 XL previously discoTOved lladinpur in tlio Surma Valley ia uow being exported 
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ns crude oil for fuel by the Burmfl. Oil Compauy, Oil hw been found in acver^l 
other places in the hills of the Sythct'CachiLr area, but it is not yet being workctl 
coinmerciaby : prospectors are at work in seiroral parts stUL lisporimonls in the use 
of bamboo and certain roads and grasses for paper pulp huro been made with S5mc 
succo:^, and a company has been startod in the Kanirup district for the mannfactiirc 
of paper; its operations are suspendcl at present for want of inacbiucry. A 
corundum factory is now working in the Khasi Hills. 

The liino quarries of the Khasi Hills continued to export limo stone which is 
burnt in Sylhet for local consumption and export to Calcutta, .k sm ill factory for 
crushing lime-stonjo to be nsed as a fertllbnr on tea ganlcus was sLaitcd at Sylhet. 
Geiiemily, Iiowevcr, the tcudaucy of ciluc.ateii Indian ciipitalists in Assam has been to 
follaw the tea lead, opening new ton gaiduns, wi'.li sometimes a little frnit>growng or 
some fishing tanks as a supplement. Some of these Tonturi^ have proved saccessftil; 
hut some, togetlier with others of a more questionable nature, ^^ucli as unstable life 
assurance companies in the Surma Talley, Uavo ended in failure by the su'^illowiag of 
shareholders’ subscriptions in expenses of mjuagoment before tho enterprises began, 
to piy. Th^ Government experimental sugarcane farm in Kamrup has been made 
over to a Calcutta firm for the commercial manufacture of sugar. 

Por cottage industries, it is sc.iroeIy possible to estimate progress in the decade, 
but it tB probable that tliorc has been no diminution except in the case of brass work- 
For the first time n census of hand loams ami certain other cottage iudustrics was 
taken in the province, and. the results are shown in Proviucial Table V. Thu Depart¬ 
ment of Industries Is fostering home industries, and has arrauged for exhibitions of the 
principnl local products. Weaving, ospeidally of silk, emtinues to prosiicr in t he 
Assam Valley. The co-operative movement w‘as weak up to 1918, since when it has 
begun to advance. A Proviucial Co-operative Bank was cift ibUnlicJ at Siiillong in 
1931. 


17. The wages of agrioultaml and onlinary Ubourers and of domestic servants have 

risen from 50 to 100 per Cent, according to locality and 
circumstances, thus keeping pace more or less ttilh the 
rise tn ptiocs. The reended wag^s of tea gnrdcn coolies show less rise, but these are 
complicated by otber considerations, and a Committee was appointed in 1021 to 
enquire and report on the matter.* Prices and WAg;» arc discussed in more detail in 
Chapter XIt. 

18. The public heiilth, apart from the infliiontta epidemic, has beou only fair on 

the whole. There his been a recmdesccncs of 
pueiio K«&uh. which has been lecatod iu several districts previously 

Iwlioved free. A new treatment and legislative provision for euforcing segregation, 
however, render it impTOhablo that we sliuU over have again so heavy a mortality os 
that of the nineties. 

Outbreaks of chol'^ra, small-pox and dysentery have occurred in varioiK district* 
at diiTcrent limes during the decade. There his hsen practically no plague. Vital 
atathtics show a crude birth rate of 3 kC and death rate of 25'U in 1911. The rate of 
eurvivaD, or excess of births over deaths, rojoaiiie I fairly high for the first four yeara 
of the deoacio ; theh followed a heavy fall for ttvo ytavrs, with a slight recovorv in 
1017. Ill 1918 the birth rate rose to but the death rate was driven up to dO'! 
by tito in.lluen 7 :a epidemic. Owing to iiicorroc-t diagnosis (influensKi being recorded 
as fever, for instance, in many cases) it is tUflioult to caloulate the death rate for 
influenza. The Director of Public Health estimated it at 17 04 per thousand for the 
whole year IfHS and 7*03 for the first quarter of 1910, In 1019 infiuenm continued 
for simo months and its effect, comhined with bad cUmatic conditions, lowered the 
provineiiil birth rate to SO'5 and raised the dea:b-rate to 59*1. There was also in this 
vear a very larga importation of famine-stricken cuoliea, especially snsccptiblo to 
disease. 

The year 1920 saw a recovery, when the birth rate again exceeded tho death rate 
by 2'5 per millc, and ibis improToment was continLied into 1031. 

19. There has been some progress in communications, but many schemes were 

postponed or ahandoat^d for reasons of financial stiiugeney 
unring and after llic war. Branches of the Assam-Bengal 

Eailway have hacn opened up to Sylhet town, and through Xowgoug from 


Cq it> m u n I 


• Ttift of tli T CommiiliH" hai iiii-c bwBi Tlio nuipiritT fonntl, jiiir^ tliB GoTeruniivQL 

•erMi wtUi tha SaJiu'/. itmt the tiil- m in-ieT> hu m gardmi!,, Md tbnt ttig 

f.,oliV • »iKu<iArd«f istul ta emiMqitcnm hiiTfr been lowered nf nKont fewre. 
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Cbaparoiul^ to Sllgbat fiteamer station; one ia also unflorconstruction to Hailakandi 
in Cacliar. A survey was made in 1920-31 for a connoctin^ line between Assuto and 
Burma in tUe □ortb-casiern corner thr> 7 U"h the liukong Valley ; the survey parties 
were actually oensu^ in the transfrontier country. 

With tbo help of largo Goveratnent grants in lie first half of the tlecade cousU- 
erable imppovcnicuts in rural water supply aud in roads ml bridges were made by 
lucal bodies ; in tho second half many projects suffered for want of funds. 

(rj) THE MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION. 


V AT^mtlon—nOraJ. 


20. Tlie result of the o^^oclitions dMCrihol ikboYo has been a ^rowtli in tho total 

population large but Ie« marked than that of lire 
priwions decade when then: was no Influenza epidemic. 

Tlie actual amounts and {icrci’nt- 
egc increases for the ptoviuce and 
natuTal divi>ions arc given in the 
marginal statement. The detsdls of 
variation for district8 by sex are 
shown in Imperial Tabic II, and ns 
explained In the title page of that 
table, only about 21,000 of the total 
increase is due to inclusion of new 
areas. There is little difference in 
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accuracy at the present census ; wo have therefore to look to natural growth and 
immigialion as the two main causes of the provincial increase. 

Tbo density is much higher in the Sutmn Valley, and especially in Sylliet, which 
accounts for five-mxths of the population of the valley ; and local calamities, with 
consequent lowered vltailty of tho people, have Mien more heavily and frequently on 
Bjlhet than elsewhere. We sboiild therefore eipcot less natural growth in the Surma 
"Valley than in the Brahmaputra Valley. 

Again, the Intter division has about double the Surma Valley number of tea 
gardens, sufferei leas sevorely from tho tea slump of 1020 and bos far more waste 

land ' ■ - 


ASSAM -VARIATIONS m POPULATION, JflU49»^^,MAP No, 2 



per Cfsfil □ 


awaiting colonists. 
The tendency of both 
causes is thus largely in 
favour of the ffralimaputni 
Valloy., The Dills are 
little affected by migra¬ 
tion. They are sparsely 
populated, but in parts 
suffered very severely 
from the ieflucuza ejude- 
mio, both in direct mor¬ 
tality and in the aftor- 
effcot on the birth rate. 
Their intcnncdmle posi¬ 
tion between the two 
valleys in the rate of in¬ 
crease was to be expected. 


21. Details of immigrants, emigrants and natural popubition are given in sub¬ 
sidiary Table IV, wliicli shows a very largo increase of 

tAtivn and naLtfjmi fUo reipnKmvirtntrfi VallpiTf n «iTnAf1 


DroWth. 


Idiary 

isnmigrants in the Brahmaputra Valley, a small iucroase 
in th< bills and some exceiw of emigrants over immigrants 
in tbe Surma Valley. Tho natural population is obtained by adding tho number of 
emigrants to the total populatiou enumerated and tlieo dcduetlog the number of 
immigrants. 
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CHAP. I.—DlaTHIBtllOjJ AN3> HOVEUEyT OP THE POPULATION. 


It thus takes no aotomit of thoio who enter an arro during' the dcc^ide and die before 
tbi) census date; it also excludes those who emiirtute to an area where they esenj)^ 
census,—for iusteuetJ thoio in frontier districts who have gone across into 
unadministered territory. 

The following statement shows the rehitiTe importance of migration and natural 
growth in the ptoTmee and its natural divisions;— 



C— } It 

1= Wll'iJ. 

• i 

Taricltm al 
j pofHfctlo*- 


PMmMHE** 'Mti] iDewH Jd* tv 




JtifBllH. 

Xnfviil fffiHrili. 

1 

1 I 

4 


ft 

« 

ASSAM 

+ 

+ 5*V7SS| 

1 

+ 44'3 

+ SS^^T 

Brfthanfipatri Val[«j 

+ 4ie,»60 

1 

-f 393.300 . 

+ 746.050 

+ is# 

-f u * 

flwmAVallDr 

— j 

+ 111,037 

-I- 07,771 

- 11-5 

+ IliS 

HilE< ... 1 

i' 13.613 1 

-r SO,OBI 

+ 63.301 

+ 16-3 

+ 63-7 


It will be nol^oGd that inmigratioi has nccounted for somenhit less than half 
the proTineial incrense, and For more than LaK tho total increase in the Brahmaputra 
Valley, while natiirol "rootli has hal to make up for a loss of 11,000 in the Surma 
Valley. This excess of ojuigrants is duo chiefly to the bad oendition ot the ten indnstry 
towards the end of the decade, and in a less degree to poapte ieaying the crowded Tjai'ts 
of Sjlhet foe now lauds in the A^m Valley. 

The Hills have gained a little by new arrivals, but much more by natural 
increase. Tho new immigrants to the Hills are chiefly Nopaluse graaiera and scttlnra 
CTerywhere, and some thousands of Chins from the Chin hiUs of Btirma to the Luahai 
Hills and Manipur; these are said to have come o?er to escape onpressloa from their 
chiefs. 

22 . Turning to subsidiaiy Table III. it wiU be seen that Hie density per square 
itenaity ^^le province has risen hy 15 to lao per souare 

mile. The Brahmaputra Volley density is shown as 130 
ns I have taken thoSadiya Prontier Tract area at its approxinmts’amount estimated 

by the Political Ollioer. 
If the surveyed area 
only bo taken, as in 
1911, tho denrity of (he 
Valley would be 157 ; 
thus tlio real increase 
in donsity in the Assam 
Valley is about 31, 
against an increase of 
Id, from (tOi to -120, in 
the Sunna Valley ami 
only 3 in tho'lIiUs, 
where it is still only 37 
per ^nare mile. These 
density figures show 
that expansion has 
taken place in tho part 
of the province best able 
to absorb new popula* 
tion. In the previous 
decade the increasoin 
density was 39 in the 
Surma Valley, against 
Only 25 in tho Brahma¬ 
putra Valley, 
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S3. In subsidiary Table Y pi'gfstetetl vital statistittS bare beea sat out sixle by side 
vital statiattca. Tv‘it!i tbo jnpulfttion disjoto^ed by tba census. 

But for tbe disturbing eifect of migmtion, tbe escess of 
birtbs over deaths in the doonde sbould bu equal lo the actual census vuo.'ease; henco we 
might suppose that tbe tlgures I'or natural popnlatiou, wJu'ch aro deduced by eicluding 
immignints anl including emigrants, would correspond, up to lim'ts oE error of tbo 
recording ageueies, with tbe vital stati'tics. 

It is not £ 0 . Columns B aul 7 of subsidiary Table V show a discrepanoy which 
appears gi otesque. Tbe differenco for tlio area of the proviuce under registration 
amounts to over 3>0,0(}0. la Barrang and Lakhiiiipur, the recorded death rates 
considerably exceed the birib rate?; yet the ccasus discloses subsfaniial additions in 
both districts to the natural as well as to the aotnul populaiion 1 It is obvious that the 
ligures are useless foi' purptses of comparison or chcobing with tbe censEis figures. The 
ivgistmtion of vital statistics, though still graitiy defective, mugt he piiesiiraod to have 
improved »o rue what in to Q years and reasons for the great dlffcrGiico must he aiught 
eliewbere. These rea^ns lie in tbo fact that census immigrauts and emigivints are 
only counted every ten yeara. There aro many immigrants who come during tbe decode 
and (lie Wfore the date of the ci uses; these swell the death returns, hut do not- appear 
in ihe census. .Again, ihose who emigrate duiiug the decade and who die outside the 

} >rovincetK.*fore tbe cousus date will cause a deticit in the census natural population hut 
jave no corrcspocdlng futry in thcdo::ith registers of the province. The number of these 
is, however, very much less than that of the former class. 1 have analysed these 
factors with the help of the annual Tea Garden Immigrant Labour Heports in Appendix 
A at the end of thia volume. When they arc amoved for, the discrepancy becomes lass 
nhsunl, tliougli still Krgc enough (o discount any soritms doJutslioiis, except the one 
that the regikratiott of vital statistka is still very imperfect. 


The system of registration and it^ accaracy also vury in different parts of t!ie 
priivince, and it is therefore of doubtful uiilitv to quote the figures exccjit for 
comparison of the same areas at different times. In areas tested by the Fubhe Health 
Bepartmont, omissions vary generally from 2 to 10 iier cent Births are probably more 
often omitted than deaths. 

The DLreefor of Public Health is of opinion that the lufiaoit^a opidomio had a 
voiy disturbing effect oi registration, owiag t' the general iaseeurity caused by the 
ravages of the dkease, and also in mimy eases to illness and death of the reputing ami 
rmxirding agents 


(u*!-) DEJlSiTV .A^D VAEIATIO.N' IN' NATURAL DIVISIONS. 


24. I come now to the consideration of variation and doosity of the population 


jprovincti— Qeneral 


in the disiricts and their subdlvisions. 


In the report of 1911, ilr. HfeSwiney commonii'id on fiome remarkable eontrfiste, in 
that one-t!rirJ of the total population was spread over an area of three-fourths of the 
provluce witli u density la-s tliati 150 per square mile, and only 1'3 per omt, of the 
total area supporte:! some 7*1 jtoT cent, of the pwple at a density of over 600 to the 
square mile. Subsidiary Table 11 sbo ia the ppulatiou by thanas ind areas in the same , 
density groups as werosliowa in lull. From the table lb appears llmt the propottka 
of the’ population in the are is of lowest density lias deeroased from 33*1 to 30 per cent.. 
Kimie t per cent, of the 1911 lowesL-donsity arefis having moved now into the next 
higher class, owing tJ ooluniaatiin. 

In areas of over COO per square mile we have now IC'fi per cent of all the people* 
This last result, however, is due more to minute calculation of densities, ovviug 
to partition of tliicldy popalated thanas tti the Surma Valley, than to aclaal 
growth. Another contrast shown by the table is that a little over half the panptc 
are still spread over about eight-niuibs of the arce of the province, w*hilc the oibcr 
half is crowded intb onc-iiinth of the area. 
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CHAP. 1,—DISTRIBUTION' AND MOVEJIByT OP TUB POPHLATtOK. 


26. I a the Bt uhnmputTa Yalley, doimty is still ia tho tfcsI, ns ivil) be 

B4-fthmapL.trBV-jiey-oeTi(»r,i. f*!®? Kamrup sftill shows the 

highest tteufiity, 197, but it Ilas bcm nearly orertakoti 
both in actual population and in donsiti^ by Goalpam, where both natural growth 
and iumiigmtion liare been greater. 


BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY — DENSITY OF THANAS. MAP No. 4 



Burrang comes nc'ct with 161, thus exceeding the density of SiliRngnt (11)2) for 
the fii^t time since 18S1. Lakhiinpur has {ncreaseJ to 143 and ^^owgong to 1Q8. 
The two frontior tracts, though placed in the Brahtnapntra Vatlcy for geographical 
reasons, have imoieuee areas of jungle and are even more sparsely inhabited tbaii 
the Iiitl districts. The greater Co nee otration of population in the west of the valley 
vrss cxplained in the last census report as the result of historical causes. Natural 
growth aud the opening of the upper or eastern districts by the tea industrv would 
have gone far to obliterate those elfects. but that immigration from Bengal has now 
increased do targely in the eastern districts as to maintain the dJatrilmtion much as 
it was before. The greatest numerical increases are shown by Ckialpara on the west; 
and Sibsftgir and Lakhimpur on tho caBt> Dividing distriots into thanan, subsidiary 
Table Vi shows at once, what mu'it be cause for satisfaction in an agricultural 
country, that the greatest increases in the valley bare gone into tho must thinly 
populated areas. 

26. In Goalpara district, there lias been an actoal increase of 161.833—the 
coaiiMfm, largest for any district in the province—and tlio menu 

density has gone up from IPS to 103- Of this iucrease, 
two-6fths is due to natural growth and ihree'ditbs to immigration. 


BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY—VARIATIONS IN POPULATION ISt 1-21 MAP No. 6 



I his liUimgratton Is an expansion of tho influx noted at the Inst census and 
will ho discussed further in Chajiter IH. The newcomers ore clueHy Jlultammadan 
cultivatore from Mymausingh and other neighbouring dktriefa- and IJecbcs and 
Santals from JalFaiguri. The former class come bv the liver and have taken uii 
much of the timr and waste bind along the bnuks, Tlie latter are openin')^ nu tjctie- 
raHy the Eastern Dunrs. where the density has risou from 68 to 97 - the Extension of 
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llic Ugugul Kiiilway tbrong'h the north of the district r dozen years ago fs 

a coutrihutory Cjiiiso in tliis. The Cliiranig maiiza of tlio l^stern Duarii hn^ thus 
mcrcfiseil its population twelvefold in the decade. The Santa! Colony of the 
Liuhc^ruEi, llission imd tlio llipu linYe incrOR^s of 75 (ind b2 per rc^spec* 

lively. J' xcept for tlie iolliienza epjdeni{e> the district has not suffered jptatly front 
disease or calaTnity. The Deputy Commiis'oncr states that the decade Itns been 
fairly prosperous. The increase in the natural population is lit per cent. 

As shoivn by map No. 4 above the density is highest (VInnkachar thana, 5C7) 
in the south-west, and in ihe Dhuhri and Gdakganj thneas (300 and 392) adjoining 
lleng.tl, ^ The Gohkgntij thana has lost 2'9 per cent, of ifs people and other f.li n niw 
have galped heavily. The thickly populated ^[ankacliar outpost is shoivu as a 
separate police shition for the drst time. Goalpara subdivision hes gained more in 
projiortiou than the lihubri (saili'} subdivision, and the two are now ulmost equal in 
density. T he greatest increaBc in the former is shown by Liikhipur thana, 67*7 per 
cent. There atill much waste laml to be reclaimed and* the nest census should show 
a furlher large increase in the district, chiefly in the tracts away from the Urah- 
maputra. 


27. .rUthough Kamrup district Imd genemlly favourable climatic condition^ it 

laid more tban its fair sbaro of disease; small-p,>x vimient 
in the early years of the decade, cholera in 1917, ka/a-fisar 
!^iiniu]ated hy iuitaenza, as well as a compurntivcly high death rate from the influenza 
e[iidcD]ic itself in llilb-lO. It is not surpiising, therefore, that the natural growth 
has been less than that in Goaljiara; the {tercontege increase of natural |iopuIattou 
is only 5 ", The lohil iucreose was 91,S8n or 14'2 per coat. This is somewliat 
gi-eatcr than the iiio?e ISO shown in the lust census; it b in accordance with ilr. 
MeSwinoy^s prophesy in the lull report. Of the total increase, just as in Goal para, 
two-fifths is flue to natural growth and threc-fiflhs to immigration. The density is 
still greatest in ihe Centre and towanls the south-ca.st of the district: Kalbari thana 
has 5ol iicrsous to the square mile, llajo 359 and Falo-ibari 3.57. tiome of tho mauzas 
of Nalhari aro very thickly iio]iulatcd, Upar Sarhhag biving 9U2, and llausjani and 
Pnkowa 812 and 818 respectively. 

If we reckon o acres as supporting not more tluin seven persons on t!io averagij 
under present couditinns of cuhivation, it is evident that there is coaMderahle pressure 
on the Bfdl in parts. There is still much rcom for cApausiou in the district, however, 
nml further increase of population may be expocteil. Of the two suhdivisioiw, 
Barpohi, with itv large aroas of waste and swamp, has only IIG persons ti the square 
raiJu against the 273 of ilauhati subdivision. Cultivatorii from Bcugnl aro, however, 
flow'ing more rapidly into Barpeta tlian into Gauhati subdivision; the density increase 
in the former is 32 and in tho latter 13. Large lacrcaecs are shown by CbcDgu, 
Bagrihari and Bhowanipur mauzas in Barpeta. 

The externian of tho Hnstern Bengal Railway tii the north and west of the dbirict 
has doubtless helped in tho increase of iKith subdirisi .«.s. Tea gardens are not im¬ 
portant and the immigrants arc chiefly Muhammadans from Alymensingh and other 
Bengal districts. These settle 1 at first on the banks of the Brahmaputra hut have 
now spread inland and opeuel i>p land which had been out of cultivatim since the 
suhsi Iciice duo to the carthquako of 1897. 

28. In L'arrang there was some choleui in 1M 2,1910 and 1&19, and influenza 

Darranii. ^ 1919 but concrally the cUmato 

Avas cool and Immid and conducive to heahh Tlio 
rccortletl birth rates in the influenza years j918-19 wore higher than the provinci il 
avofages hut the district death rates were tho highosl in the province for Intli years. 
These high death rates arc most probably attribut ible to extra heavy nu-rtality amon® 
new Immigrants. Krln^asar is said lo have decreased, and the maUtrial ^nditioii 
of the people is deseribod as satieuactoiy on the w hole. The catiuml increofC was 
101 per cent., an. improvement on the figures of last census. Ihc density is no 
longtr highest in the west, except for the single thana of Mangalditi at the south¬ 
west comer of the dLsipjct, -M angahhii subdivision, which had shown a decrease at 
the la4 two censuses, has now increased in density from 321 to 140, but Tczpui* 
suIkU vision ha>* a much Jailor increase from 101 to 15“. Tart tjf these increases is 
duo, hoircver, to the transfer of COO square miles, almost uninbahitod, to Baliparu 
Front it r Tract. The possibility of this large inoreoso in the eastern part of the 
district was foreseen in the hial census report when it Avas remarked that a si ream of 
settlers might he directed there hy the gradual filling up of largo areaB of iara.*^te In nth 
Calculated on the surveyed area, the mean dendfcy ol tho district is now 161, 5 !i*»htly 
exceeding that of Sihsagar, ® ' 
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CHAP, I.—DtSTRTDUTloS AJJU JIOVETiIBS'T OP THE POPCLATIOK. 


Of the liugo increase of 101, sSl in the t^tvl ivjpnliUon. more thnn fiTo-^evenths 
lE due t!> ituinii'Pitton, TTc 1111:0 here a greit Indus: i'>f Uastern Bimgrvl cultivators, 
svho have kept rather to the banks of the Ur s’mi sp itra ; n stlU b^g^r increaia of 
tea garden iin nigratiun. especially in Te^pur s'lMtvi-iiaa I maeh cdoaizuti n by ex- 
conlies of the tea gLirdenv and a n imb;r of Nt'pilis ivlueiina a"! b'l'liiUi-gi'jiJiiers and 
often stay to sdtle as caJtivators. The^e list, uniik^ the Beagali settlers, have 
pouetmto:! to the nortliern parts of the district. 

The densest thauas ariTeapuriu the centre (UJ), anl Ma’i 'nldai in the south- 
west, 210 to the square mile. 

The maniaa showing tlie gr.*afest increases n;*e Orang, Dalgao’t, Baroh di, 
Rnkojnatlia, Baghmarn, Ualeni. All the-e seem to be ab^tiirhinir very large" oumbers 
of settlers. Bishtiath mauza show.s n large decrease, but the Sakomatha and lingli- 
mara tnnuzns have been cut oT from it, and the figurei supplied from t'lo district 
for calculating the previous population of ihe parts wieni to linve been far from 
correct. Tljcrc ia as yet no pressure of popnlutiun on the land. T.no present culi i- 
vafeJ area can siipjjort more, ami ahotii atli-iusand sr)uarc inil'‘8 remain stilt uvsiluhle 
for settlccdent, cighl'iiiutlis uf this being in Atangaldiii subilivision. A further large 
inorcase tn pupuhUion seems preimhlo in future, both by iniroigmtion and by natural 
growth, as the district appears to have recovei'cd from the etfert^ of past bad times. 
The itangia-Tungla branch of the Ea^lom Bengal llaiivray now connects the wcitern 
part of Mangahlai with the outer world, aud sIioliU be a factor in devclupmout, 

29. In 1911 the Census Supcrlntoudejit rcmirked that tUero was no reason why 
Nowffooa. Nowgoug, having shaken of? the ctToct r f the 1891*11101 

ialit-azur epidemic arid the 1897 earthquake, should 
not now resume its poaition as a prosperous and progrii&jive traot. This liofie iris 
hoeu partly- realised. 1 he natural populnfioa has increase I by 20,070. or 9*0 pur 
cent., agjiinst the 14'3 of (ho previous decade. The reasouG for Uie slower increase 
are epidemics of cholera and iatluenzaj a tociuIcscjugo of iatn-azar, and disastrous 
floods iu the Knpili Valley in 1917*18. 

Cholera is said to be more or Ic^s ende nic in tin dStrict now, but lafa^zar 
appears to ho yielling to the new treatment. The decade bas not been, a happy one, 
but the sttiiistics show that the vitality of tlio people and enterprise and inJuatry 
of the new imiuigronts hnve surmounted the eflects of disease and floml. TJio settled 
nre.a increased troiu 277 to 321 thousand ucris. and the find rovenuc, from 
5‘3 to O'-i bklis of rupees. The density is still easily the lowest in the vallor, except 
for tile fnmtier tracts, hut it hai risen from 79 to 108. au 1 the populatlou at last 
oxoceds that of 1S91, the preyi(-us highest. Immigration lias In.-en on a largo scat^i 
and hfw cansCTl the proportionate increase on actual popuhd ion, 31*9 percent, to he 
Uie highe-t in the pr^winee. As in Durrang, live-sevenths of tiio total increase of 
9J,2flG is due to immignitinn, Tlvo Bow of Eastern Bengal enttlers has been tnueU 
greater than in any other district c.xcopt Gualpara; there lias tjean a kss iinporLant 
increase in tea gardeu immigration, and a few lUomaii i new setilurs have conn* (.vcr 
friuu the erttwdod an I flouifed parts <if tlvo Riirma Valley. 'I’ho deuritv ctiutinucs 
greatest in the valley of the Kail a Jig river. No wgong Lliniui’^showing 31D and Knha 
thona 218 to the square mile. 

Alauzas Dhiug. Jutb and Kliatwa! have attrnotol tlic greitest number!! of 
Btiugnli iniiulgraJits'. Bhiug atid KEnitwal hire Incoas.'s of over 109 per c^nt. wliih* 
lUe Juri populalion Las increased cig^tfoM, rioin 3,000 tn 28,00 k Namati, Germ 
Ihjkoni, Knchiimnri and Jamunapar also dinw hcivy pivjportbnafo iacreasci. Lum- 
<lliig thana, containing the liill trmuzas, still has a density uf only 23 per square mile. 
The KopiU and .Ijiranua valleys atut the western o'la^'^nrfs arc vei-y sparsely populated. 
There is much room for cx pans ton, nmlif end cholcm’iirt? kopt in clioek! 

there ahoui t lie another large jnevease both in natural ponnlutioti and in colonists bv 
the next census, 

. 30. In 1911 It was fouuil that the increase 

exceorlol that of 
had lost by umigiation 
Swiiioy to tha trekking westwards of timo-expirod 
death rate among new immigrants. The position 
ppu’tttion Ims grown by 17*3 per cent, and the whole populiiiou shou's au incre^o 
of lt)T per emt, on the 1911 total. The district is one of the most irnpnetant in the 
inovince fur the tea industry, and the bjum iu tw in the middle years of the decade 
brought in many new eoolic!!. 


popnlatioti and in colonists by 

of natural popijlatioti of SiUmga.'' 
tile actual, ihat i*! that the disiriot 
I this uu-s nscrilied hy Mr. Me- 
tcv jnvrden coolies nnil tlie high 
is now difftTent The natural 
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1 TSi!f outbreak Of cholera in 1914, and some floads o-iorirred in 1913 

and 1910, Othenme, except for inftueiwa. the decalo has becu one of gome pro.^ 
penty. The lu^jb prices provaitmg after the war, however, gave rise to extensive 
shop-Jootiuff and to noting on tea gnrdena, with demands by the cootie? For higher 
wages,. Cultivators u-ere not affected, as they gained by the liigb price of rice. 

The total mcreaso of popnlatiou in the ten years is 131,791. Somewhat le^s than 
one41urd of this ts due £o itnmigraxion, TIio stream of Eastern Bengal scttl-rs stops 
^ort before Sibsagar and the immigrants bore are almost all tea sardon codies. Th« 
district has the laigest popuhitioo in the valley; but it ulsj ciivers the larcest area, 
and the ^au d^sity is only 162. Of the three subdimions, Jorhat Irus the greUc.t 
density, 285, fdloiml by Sibsagar with 281. Golagtiat. with a large area of thi Mikir 
Mills and tho Jfambar forest, supporls only 75 persons to the square mile, 

A holt running iu the centre and nonh-east is the most thickly popiiUted pirt 
, district, Sibsagar subdivision has the largest increase, but tile other two 
anbdiviaiens have also increased heavtly, Jorhat thaoa is easilv tlm densest thona. 

mng risen in density from 313 to 461, A mguri, Titabor, and Nazim tbunas all 
r persons to the square mile. The Majdi and the hill portions of 

Golaghat thana a«> suit sparsely peopled. ITunzas Khnngia, Kotohagar Gharigaon 
ISazira and Godbuh Bazar si^port the densest population, all having 750 persons or 
mom o ha sqaarejnilo.^ The manais Laving tba largest increa^ in pepulution are 
N aka chan, Thaura, Khalaighogora, Eardaiguri and Duar Dikliam. 

In Jorbat Bubdivisioa there is littJa room left for expsnsion, hut there is siill 
ample land m the north and east of Sibsug^r, and round the hiJIs of Golagbat. There 
lias hocn ft good doal of dearanoeof waste laud, owing to pressure intUe crowded 
parts and to sett^ment of ^jr-i^lies. If tea continues to douri^h and if, aa Bi-emH 
probable, the strain of cuitivalmg immigraaUs from Eastorn Bengal coatinui^ its 
ciiatward trend, the population of Sibsagar may appoach a million by the next cen’iiis, 

31, The population of Lakliimpnr is now more than five times what it was in 
LA>;mmpur, 18^3- In the last ten yours the actual populntioii has 

o.. by 30'5 per cent, and the natural by 2.}‘3 per cent, 

i Jus like Bibsagar, shows a contrast wdJi last census. Immigrants have now been 
absorped, m place of the excess of emigrajifs pIiowd in 191L 

*»,i does not represent all Assamese people; in highly detelopcd 

and old tea dwtricta such as Lakhimpur and Sibsagar it includes the dcscendimts of 

born iu gardens. These, If bom in the 

itidigenous poimlation. Language 
might bo used as a test but even so, a irood many of the chUdren of Behnr, Centmi 
Provinces, or 5raLlra3 settlers nmy be retui-ncd as speaking Assamese. This matter 
will be discussed in Chapter 11. 

Dihi^rti subdivision Is ISO, and that of North Lakhimpur onlv 
105. fhe former contains the grtat majority of tlie tea gardens of the district, and 
most of tlm coat mines and oil wells working in the prorince. Norlh Lakhimpur b 
more lowly mg and leas suitable fur tea. ^ 

Dibrugarh tliana has a density of 331. A few mauzus rise to over 400, nud 
Jnmim lias Qiii pcTBons per eqimre mile, but generally the population is not crowded 
On the east lies the Lakhimpur Frontier Tract, under diiHJct control of the DcduW 
Commmioaar. Tbs was cxteDdod in 1914 by 83 square miles, containing 13 LZ 
vilbujos, There Las been another txtensiun of 206 square miles, with some 41 or 



1 . Li t L ii *—- ' * n--- .*-Tu ucijii adjusted lor [tiis m tuc 

pr ncipal tables, but the migration figures for 1911 could not be adjusted ia sub^-j. 

.1 q"*i'"m-srants are nol taljuJaliyl tor unito smaller tna,i 

ihslnots. The Sah ja mii-ratijM, boMTCr, are net large enough to mterfere «iii, 
general conclusions about Lakhimpur. ^ 

The actiml increase in tbo district has been 136,891, of which 1 700 is Aha 
areas, aui a little tl^ half to aaiural grorth. The rest V'™ou„M'to., t™ 

*1.^*'° ““ eanlans. ilausas Jaipur 1‘liakial, 'iiniinl. 
I hakiul SiHsi and iaobaioha have verv large increases. Dibrucarb roan? 

Aors^K^' ' ‘ f*- al» 






li 


CHAP* I*—DlgmiBlTTIOK AND MOTEUXNT OP THX POP^;LAlIO^% 


There trere frequent; outbreaks of cholera between IQU anil 1919. The district 
deaLIi r^ites were much higher^ and the birth nites lon'er, than the proviucial avorat^es 
TCt^erdcHl in Lhc influenza yearai, lUl3-1919. It is thus surprising that the mte of 
miiurnl ineriff^Ms of populalion is the highest in the province; the pamdo^L is probably 
<iiic to tile riial etatisUos hoipg viliated by serious iimecutaoy aud a v-: ry laruo 
numliL'i" of deaths among the new imiiiigrauts. The most comiuonly reported cause 
of doath is malarial fever, the next reg^piratory disease^ 

Tlic Innd st'tHed for ortiiriarF cultiFiUioii has increasefl fiYim 2*l7,0rJ0 to 3J 7,000 
ocre,^, liiit riw lifis stiJl to he imponed to feed tho tec'v-gtirdott population. Iji the 
snur Ruhdivi£tan there tiro roimhl}' tivo peMons to tlio cultivated acre. 

in moat progretislve in the province. In 

^ iJeput^v Commissioner, the mntodzil condition of the people 

cannot he said to be verv ^ootL In 1918, following liurh prices* thoro nas estensiro 
Icmins «f uiarkets and shops bv Kiris and Assamese; in 1920* some serious riots 
occuiTcd oil tea gardens, after which tlie pay of coolies was raised. 

While consifiombte profits have heou miule in the tea and other industries, it does 
not nppeur that the indigenous papulation has shared much in the.^. ilost of the 
tea gnr lens, the coal mines, the local roilway, the petroieum wells, and the i:aw*millfl 
nrff owTied by Enroiwau companies, nud worked by people from other provinces, such 
mi LeJuir, the Contra! Piovinc;^. etc.,—in some cases even by Path mis. Kakranis and 
Chinese. Iho nco niiUs and oil mills oE Pibrngarh are owned bv Karwaris. A good 
mariy of the profra^ijmil positions Me held by Pcugnlis; wholesale and important 
mail tnmc IS m the hands of men of Ilnjputana and of Eastern Bengal; the smaller 
ill *ps in villjigcs ore mostly kept by upcouiitrymen. Even tlio jungle olonring on tea 
giimens the Cold wpathcr is done by partk-a of Ni^as. Abora and others from iho 
hills. lin« Icnvea little for the purely local man except homo indust ri'.'S and cnl- 
'i I'ftfibinipur, home industries are less doveloped tlian in anv other district 

oft ho \ a) ley. ns can bo seen from n glanoo at Provincial Table Vf for instance 
the mimljer of baudlooma is less Lima bulf that in Sib^agar, and less than a quarter 
of the number in Kamruj), 

Aa to cultivation, ilie Deputy Commisaioner states that tho ex^coolie Ecttlors 
have mnintamcd their superiority over the local population; the former aro industrious 
iiiid hardworking tho latter k-ihaT^io and addiclod to opium. The SubdivisioQal 
Utuocr 01 Aorih uikhimpnr writes " The people aro prosperous but do hot cultivate 
more than nccca=ary for their annual needs, Por clothes and payment of their 
rcv«*ne they borrow from the Kayes* op sell mustard and pulses to Kayas who buv at 
their o>m prices." More than two-fifths of the whole district population of 58S 000 
are foreign-lorn, and of those bora in the district a great number must be children of 
foroicneis. 

Uho fransitiDn to an entirely foreign Lakliimpur, foreshadowed in 1911, is not 
yet complete however. On tlio other side of the pitAuro, an ndvance in educati'-u 
nml some new* breadth of ouilwik is recorded, Educated local peoplo are shou iu'j* an 
inc.iuation lo eml>ark on now enterprise r some have taken up ten* plan ting with buc- 
ce'.fl* sonio have etnrted busincse, and others taken up occupatioiw which wonid Imvo 
Ijcoti considered derogatory ten years ago. Education ami skckcniiig of casto rules are 
said to be tho reasons lor this, Of progress by the indlge^ptis cultivator there is 
noUimj' (0 note except a movomcul ageiti&t opium. The treasury figures of oniuin 
stiles however, do not indicate mucli surtn-i^ in shaking off the habit os vet. In 1011 
tLo crinsitmj ttou was -UG maund?; in IbSl, 537 maunds. * 


IMiethcrthe movemeut of tho eduea led classes will expand and whetber tliev 
can succiied in waking up their cultivating fellows from their primal larino^s U a 
mattor fr.r the^ fulurc; piws-ihiy the census of 1931 will disclose something more than 
mom increaw m numbers umong the indigenous population* which increase anticara 
almost eeriaib. 


G2. Ihe Sodiya rronlier Tract was constituted as a eoparaie district in Ul‘> nud 
. sadwa, its present name in 19U. It was formerly admi- 

msteied as a part of Lakhimpnr, The whole mauza of 
SatUyn and some other porifoiis were tramBferred, with an urea of 389 souare milea 
In 1911. only this pa It and some Sliris living along the bank of the Brahmaputra 
were censmej, with a population of 16,996. At tbo oensui of 1921. no attempt has 
hem made to enumerale* or ovmi lo estimate, the mnoter tiiljes under loose 
political control, but a ri gulnr census was taken of new areas under direct control, 
riiesa aro, the Pa,«ghat subdiyimon; Ihe tracts contdnins Khamtis. Abora ami 


Kishmis, in the Sadiya subriivirion; 
tiorlli'Cnst to the Kiju ^shmi couiury. 


and Ihe new Lohit 


Khamtis* Abors 
Talley road, 


leading 
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These areas, witli a nevrly^Heti ^vr-miU, accotint for 17,619 prople. Immi- 
emtion m the sUapo of tho poiitteal coolie corps and a number of Nepalf and other 
wntlcra gives aimther 1,000, Tiie actual increase in ilm fen jears is 33,035; 
but only 880. about one-twentv*iifth of this, can bo ascribed to uatiiral ffrourtli. Of 
the rest, less than one-fifth is due to immigration, and neirly four-Oftha to census of 

1 . -f health was good, ciecpt for infiaenza. There h plenty of land for settlors 
but It IS aU GovcFcd la tir^m forest or rough jnuglo. There h uo defined outer 
boundary to the district, Consequeallj, tho Director of Surveys Ims not boon able lo 
sumjly the true area of the district, but only that of the part tmnsferred from 
Labhiinpur, 3,^9 square inilcs. The Poliiicuil Officer estimates his area at 3 009 
reuaremfi^ fpr Sauiya subd.visiou and 1,290 for Pasiirhat. According to this the 
density of Pasig iut is a hula greater than that of Sadiya, the avenlge for the 
district being only 9 per square mile, Tho only mmiza, Sadim, has a density 
of 33. Considerable esipauaion of the popubtJou. both liy growth imd by new 
immigrant graitiera and cullivatoTs. may he espcctod before* the next CiUiBus. 

33. This district was constituted in 1914, 22 square mile? lieing tren^fcrrM from 

Bftiipara. Uarrang. TJio jurisilietiim of 

* 4 U x -11 A n Pomical ex Steads Dvor tJio phiug and cevtmn 

pnrfo of IheJuUs to the north inhabited by Bimtius, Alena, Dnflas. Apa Taunn-s and 
Hfins. but tho census tv^as taken otilv in the plains imrt, 13 villages. Tim calculated 
population of 1911 was 863 and tins has increased to 3,819, chiefiv bv the estabfieh- 
ment of a tea garden and of some now Dalla viUages. The aren is practioally all 
forest, but moreexp^inffion may bo looked for by new BettJotnent of hiUmen and iK^sible 
cxtonaiou of tea. The den-a ty, calculated on the transferred area ouiv is tho lowest 
in the province, 7 tier square mile, 

As in the case of Sadiya, there is no fixed outer or northern bonudory, except 

fora 8 mall iM.rtioii where there IS direct contact with Bhulau and with tho Tibetan 
province of Towang. ,».iuv,w*u 

34. The creation of somo new Itiims and soMiyisioii of old ones enables w to 

suTTiha VHiinv-Geti^rai, Imicw dt'U^ty 111 the Suriua Valley more minutely than 

t. j* 1 ^ * 1 tl’atia in 1911 included 

Bailarpnr, latharkandi and Eatahan outposts, with an avexage density of d 3 A Tliia 

18 uoiv revived into four iiolice stations for which areas anil populaiion have leeu 
labukljA sepurate y, showing densities of 041, 400. 206 and 238, ^ From map No, 6 

'1 Vi f is crowded most In a belt running enat and west in the 

middle of the valley and then bending to tho south-w est corned 


SURMA VALLEY-DENSITY OF THANAS. MAP No. 6 



racti^Ily lliis IS the hue of the Surma nver and its confluent the Barak or 
Knsmra. The reasons for this density are that these rivers ib*- mo* r 

of cominuiiicatioB with Bengal on the west and that the ertrininT^ici mum hnea 

^ 00 , fbe riser baabs, produefes -ro rTgS^lr^ ^2'“^^'^'.'“ iT 








































































































































































CHAP, I. — DISTEIBUMOK ASTB aHUnBStESTf OF TUB rOPDXATION'. 



rVARIATIONS IN POPULATION 1911-21. MAP No. 7 


Increases 
0 • 5 per cent f 1 


ee^iemlly iu the north of tlw Tnllcy, ftro W-Ijins areas of 
floods both from siiddoa ri^es in ttie river on one 
eitJe and from hill watow on the other; iho^ floods do not dmla off quiekly and their 

highor Hiul near the bi- rivers. In the 
smith the aroM are of b^y<jr density oirinjr tj theb inclniiiiir, a (jeal oC forest 

neaerve and the jonglc-Dovercd spurs of the Tripura State hills. 

tier cent of migration; the natunU growth has been 1 

Ef moreaso g-ily 3 3 per (lent. Th® inddene^ of disease fcems 

natn™l ‘f'*’ proriDOO and tlic smaU 

?i f ^>;.*** ntt«l»ut3d to the seriaj of disaUrou^ floods, exteSS 

^ district, experimeed by Syihot during the deoado. 

iuo cmef increases of pepulatioa have been inCacUar pliua'? G't nercent and tlm 

StoauroufirtlSh^^J^^ moSo™ts 

Sft errn^ b' ^ pwUably bean nmnerically insignificant; there will be 

ireX plS" imm%«5bn and emigratioo fo? 

35. The density of Caohar plains has increased by 16 to 335; It is far less iliau 

the bjlhet density because of tho gcographioal portion, 
1 ^ ^ j t_^ j - s tyttliftr e&st and Diota sunxHiiulen hv toiJsi anil 

Hailakandi subdivisioaZrh^g ^r^^^uare mile TgaTiS tKfi orSnS' 

M ndl as from mfluenaa lu 151S-19. In 1913 19 i 5 and loin 1 ®® decade, 

rLl“,tr« 

SURMA VALLEY 


increELses 


Ail thn^ have grown in populition, Katiicberm and Sonei liadmr tlin ffrentnsi 


reserrod (j,™t there U "eot m«eh ked eyeitahle fi, e™“S^ ” St“ S Z t» 
ledustiy, theietoro, only modeorto gtotrth of the popnlat™ my be Wedfw. * 
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Dotal nbjvG, tile tlensitv in Sylbut rnlloirs- tlie tiniiise ©£ tlit* ccnirHl rjvt‘"s, 
sjrcafest in tlinnai K iriingrinj (911), 6nlnUg:ii)J (7>'l). 
. Biswrtoath‘(863) and Ha)ii^aiij thu m-'an \ 0 ' tlic 

(Itsincl hi ii^ 473a?^itist tVA u> tlni sq-wro niije in ilHl. The niir.unj cu tivaf e<l 
IS hy flv^ Dirt?a'Of* o" ^m\ Asjiicuilt ^re '.t SiOnje ii 4 

miUioa aeres, or mi a^-orajfe ntftrty oae ucre per perfion. His si o-dd be more 
thnu far support of the popuLuion, hui; niueh i»f the lU'^trict i.^ bA-iving 

j ■ Jl .n. ^ hI jm Jl .H. F H 1_ __ _ ^ _l ^Bill .■ .■. - j. ^ _j. 



imo bibnt seas in the raius. 

TJw Deputy CommlBAVoner \rritt s 

in conKeHuefliienf rfa .iQge ciiuajJbv «ooJ, ,art'.quakfl au-l mlnno aul pruvalonre of ep'clames, 
umall liQ3C.c^<ild^ itiUueoj4*iid^-</,i fljjfp, (hi; «>4.Jilutn of the puotiiB wra^ fir frrn itnwpofoiii 

Hurirg v o tlojiiil.! T..e ciKssiVdly tii^U pri^^ejor n'l (i.Hnuijdltu* \l 4 tly Uh*; h vd ^.jatlv 

uiwn Itn- dumiilion of the peoi lo. Sufl-o-dva fniturei of onqu dm to fl od l.avo ilrUcn tLo 
byir pt^r eeui of ilia li-tiold puFiulut^oTi iimi m tluildt 0<> p.r C’-cm ,. au 


fir fx rii 

h vfi gTL*atlv w^irk« 1 

^ 1 ■ ,—, - . j... —. are IauIIv 

oVtPiol .,,. IJ 18 introluttwa nnd >ii|e nf BtantUrd nil t siiin mi?» at prio-s (}%^ l by 

gr^itTy nppr-H^i^tjJ by tbu nwd r.lbvei tbo a.tQation to a ojhsiiJeTabia 

extuiit^ 


ceit 


Noiwitlmtamling these checks, the population Uns in^reisel bv fiS.OOlj or 27 per 
. of the 1 Dl lotnl i tfd-i is e.taoiJy the sfi'.ne percentage itiorcase as thnt of Uensnl, 
or ilie tnbiU natural yron-tU ncco ipts for m arly aeveu-ebht'is. bt in<r at the latc of 
2’S par ee tt. Lor ui jt i% this is more than tlouhle th^ rtlo of^iijomise of the 
all-India popnbtino. I'he gam bv exo-xs of immigration k onlv 9,191 ; the ten gar Jen 
population hud heeu increadng fai ly flten liiy u p to isn when I ho elamp came, 
otlieriA'l e tlieru had lieen a largo deficit on migration. Tlio increase is distributed 
irrettuJnrly among the tliaua'*, as wrU he seen frojn a ghnee at man No. 7. It is 
fairly uniform In Sunamgaiij subdtvkio i. whil* in the other sub Hrisions. ho‘b in- 
creawfl and tleci'aases oceui*. in North Sylhet with a eeneml iacrease ol 15,000. or 
3 d per cent., the Jaintia [larganas show a do ircase. It is not diineult to uiiderstan-l 

sulTcreil 
the 


orso 


than has been known before. The vitality of tfio |mop!e m tat Imyo^been lowered and 
morality at the t^tiemef of life rabod. It U p oUablo also that the number ot 

ruarrinjji^s full oSt in tliw ih. o 1 j&ri^ fesjjecifiUy. 

In ICarimgauj subLliTision, ^ Budarpiit*' ami Karitiiganf police slations sliOic 
decreases, bat I do not ihink tiusc arx- reil In 1911 those two witli Pntlmrkandi and 
Rataban were CO nbined ia a niuih grwitcr K-iriinganj timun, and if the four be 
coftsidorel together, it is roiud lltat-there ha* b^mii an inorense of 3 pjr ceit. The 
iidjustmcnts of 1911^ fi 'urcs we e made on <Lit i supoIiDl by the local anttiorttica au<l 

* , J. . ^ P”* , ^ these data, ilic increase in [CarEtUfraivi 

suhclirisron MS n «dw!e is Ifi.lOfJ, or 3'.^ per oont, l?W similar ry-istmH tlm annii?t-nt 
mr;.-o increase f5n*0 per cent.) in the Srimangilt-iana, and dcdtcasc (23‘(i> in llaimcMr 

with the small dccreLise of 0;t in ilauTri liamr thioa. are open to doubt; 
Msulri nnanr thaiiii has hnon divi leJ into four parts si (lop 1911; taken iw a whole 
these have tin inoreaw of 3 i per cent,, so that an urrar in (ho 1911 data is probable 
iho iJicreuso for South Sylhnt subtliviMon k or 2 3 per cent. 

,r hss decreased by d l pLir cent and smailer losses are shown bv 

iruchikaiuh, MorHiabjitur and I.akJiaI. Tiieso cannot Im cxiihlncd by any error hi 



of (ILsesM trlu-lly inflnonan, small p?y and Ma’ax i*'. 
llaUiganj stiirored more than other prirt'*. 

I think that e nigratioa is a pnihald 


Iwiiig ffu; lo bail i3pidomio» 
It is, however, doubtful il 


'I » \i-. = r . r. *«v miJdru i^wiiur iinfi I Here ia commiin 

rat and otherwise it is fair to conjocturc that a cmsidcrahle number of the 


have gone over fro'll Habfgatij. Ali the decrease Is among Hind* 
of t« 6uljyvis;o 1 liovo i jorea«il by oyer 8,0W. PnW.tv >omo of Yho ■omijranti 
ore too eordoo ^liM. W .1,500 Bintln Tiparas Imve olib kfl Sylliot coin- • 
prohibilion ofyAifwin^ m tho southern hilk ^ “ 


emigrant!, 
*13; tbo Mutmmmadaus 
grant 
a tg the 
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CEA^F. L—^mSTEIflimOy ASU ^DVEMXXT OF Tfl® FOPULATIOX, 


In Sylhet thero h still irasto la-<l to spare in part^, and tlioui;!! there is some 
pressure on the soil it bnot as great as in some of th^ oei-jlibourirfg 'districts of Eastern 
BcogaU Large n umbers of the cultivators lire otvners of their holdings who are not 
hkeiy to seek new homes. Some Imre settled in Vow-ong, hut the movement h 
stopping as the olimato of the Bralimaptjtra Vnlley is said to he found unanitablc for 
hiiruin \ alley people. Bj the next census, nn increase of ihe inJig^noua pontihjtion 
seems prohahle, large or small according to climntic conditions, with the Mrtli rale 
^iitinunig Its recovery after the infloeuaa depression. Tho tea garrieiis of the district 
have depoiuled relhcr on quantity tJian on ciuality of the oattnrn in the pasr, owing 

87. The area of the hilk is so gr^t compared with the populition Umt an 
TheUmB. ordij^ry Yariaiion of jfipuUtioh makes U tie dilTerence in 

density. Ihis natural divi-non his an arerogo of but 37 
persons per square mile against, the 3t of 1911. The order of density is the samo as 
at last census, the Gam Hills being first witii 57. The areas of the plains mauaas of 

the Garo Bids are now known; 
their moan density is GS, while 
that of the hill tnatuas, whose 
area is more than three time* tu; 
great, is 55 , The ^ogrt Bills 
difitrict lias C2 to the square 
mile, IManipur only da. lu 
the other districts ue can Otnl 
sutdirisional demities, as the 
areas are known scjMirately. 
In the KJia-'i aiid Jaintia HilifL 
Shill mg has 43 to the stjuaVo 
inilo agoiost the 35 of Jowai 
Ihe North Cachar Hills density 
ia 10, ns at last census. The 
Lushai Bills is the most sparsely 
populated district in the 
province, exctpilng tJje two 
frontier Tracts; Aijal has 15, 
and Lungleli subdivision only 11 
persons per square mile. 

* 

All the Histocts show a fair increase, except the Xorth Cachar Hills, wlipro 
^ P®** , due pirtly to epidemics and iJnr.lv to niinritioii 

o-O-slion ■:/tio V,Sf'S 

The total bills population has increased hv SS.aii, or 8-2 oor cent of 

atout it natural Krou tl.. Xlio ok;ra immigrants are mi’u/ XowU 

graziers, ialionrcrs and retired sepoys. -t^i^rnui 

There 



38. The Garo HilU population inoroosed by 20,304 or 13*7 per cent 

GSroHlIl-. " -... 

ram 


ttamsgo mmvcral prs 8onm InadlcK mUtiratora tram* .“ymS^gh“„rSmra 


a<U' to Ihoir mst.Tial pwjwrity. TUo u-nrlu,! litiie nttuct, n" theam 
few. A Garo Labour Corps went to France ia i017-18. and the 
down on tlnrif rttnrn with no apjMirviii change in llieir outlook on life. *‘*^^ ^*^ 

39 . in the Jowai subdirision them 


Khmiii and Jslncln Hlllai 


dirisuon there was an actual doorcase of 5.227, or 6 7 ner 

cent, .fUthoiigh the popnlatirm of .Shillong suhiJivi4oP 
mcrensnd hv 8*5 per cent. the tipt r 

of only S-3 per 0 -nt. in the whole dint'ict Tlmre mm no apnnjciiwe 
migralitm in Urn deea-Je, and the Deputy Commitsionor ottrihntra Iho Joi-riE 1,“ 
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popubtioB to tlie Syntengs btiving haen moro seriously affected hj inJluenza and 
olluT epilemics. A gsiod m»ay Khasb wout to tUo «rAru*( Jahourers motor drivers 
and clerks, and the rrs dt'iot flo\v of ready money was hclprul. The donaity is bw 
ia b tb subdivisions And there is no presiure on the soil. 

There has 1>eea damogo to <ir>j)3 by etuoAsive rainfall and wind at times, but 
the luiblic health has not boon allectoj diort by. Wages and jiric^s of ngricultmol 
produce baV'‘ rls^n u itb eonsoquent boiieflt to tbe people, and uu the whole the 
perio I nppea^ to hnvo been one of some pivisperity. The rubonnd af.e.* the fall in 
the birth rate folloirinq tbe influenita yearii sUotld result In a steady increase in 
future. 

40. The Knga II Ills Inerea^e la £>.910, Kohimi sulHlivision gaining S,R0-t onr! 

ilokokclums 7,016. About. 7.SOO trHms-Dtkhu KH>nyabs 
Nnga n s. and Others were iticliid-.ifl fo.' tbo first time and censured 

in Mokokchung Hub livisiou, Keferoneq to Bn'*si liiiry Table Ishows ;i gaii, n{ 
some 9, 00 on the babmro of migration, so lliat the oU popnlatioa has really 
decrcasitl liy 7,500^or. nearly per cimt. 

Here auatn, the inlluenn epidanuc fell very severoly on c.'rlaia parts of llio 
eountrvi for instance, it attaek':d K-uIuuul ji-st wh"n c oLies w'nre c inceninrted 

tfere for service in the Knki expeUtto i. Ko’riuin Village iself soat*er<al into the 
jungle for a month, li aving corp-ses unburied iu the In>iises or rotting in tbo fields, 
and manv other villages wore no l(?ss badly affeo'ol. Probably a certain number 
of pwple have gone aorrsi into ima'bni nsbsred terri ory. and arj thus unaocoua'ed 
for in the census, I'ut it is clear that tlm fioallb of tlio district has boon more hovertily 
niTocted than that of other hill areas, : t>f the 7.000 immigranu 

censusod, some are Nepabaa seltlera and some are Kukis aid Kacharis from tbu 
Noitb Caebar 11 ilk. 

‘ The mein density of the 

district is only 53 It varies 
primarily ns between tho 
country of the Angnmis, who 
practise terraco cultivation, ond 
that of the other tribes, who 
live by y/iumin^. ILc Angnnvh 
can cultivate the same land 
every year, and in oonocqueneo 
their vtUt^es arc much larger 
and closer together; olbcrs cun 
jhum the utmc land only lor 
two or three yearn and most 
then niigmtc or find other means 
of snbsistcuco. The Beputy 
CommisHoncr reitovis that there 
is even now coniijderable 
pressu re ou ibo soil in the 
country, where scaiofty is 
becoming more acutely felt evory 
year. The bemas arc alveadv 
the most dense on ll e gtouiuf, 
and their land has bcoa /hurneU 

\tify ficvcrely- 

41. The Lusliai HilU have ?!nn<Kl 7,303. or 7 fi per ceat ia the doeade, The 

nature! increase k only 2*7 iier cotiL. ttdi low figure 
LusKni HI B. being due prohal ly to i illucnaa having aituoke^l the 

dbtriot twice: once in tUo genenvl opidetuie of l'rl8'10. and again at the end of 
10 30 and he ginning 0 1 1921 in tbe eastcra part of the district. In the latter nitack 
ttimut 15 per cent, of the pwple livi ig in the atTectifd area were carried olf. Lt 
1911'12 the bninboos in the bilK seeder] and in conctcque'^ce rats appeared and doronrel 
almost the win lo of the rice crop. Tbe scircirr was veUeved by Goveruuient relief 
and loans; it is slatL*d t hat the jwoplo still have mueh I ^an money to pay oif and 
there'ore have not mndc tr.Uvih prorrcAs towards prosperity. 

A wh ile vtllrg? and many fftmilu's from other vi lagi s of Aijnl subdivide in 
have eni'gratod (u> Tripnro, app.vrrntly to avoid impressed lalranr. Sume pnnple of 
Lunc^oh subdivision have gone over to the Cbitt.ag.mg Hill Trftct4 and to Tripum 
for the same reason. At tho same Elmo, nbout 4.600 people have come over fruiu 
the Chin UiLIs and settled m the Lusbai liiUs to avoid oppression from fletr clriofs, 
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CHAP. I.—BJSTttUltTIiN .O'D MCVEJfENT DP TUB rOPi:T..VTIOy. 


4^. llic poimlEitioa of M»Tiii|iur Stfste Inw inciWiis *.! bvIJT ifJk This h 1<VU 
Manipur. of tlic l',)l 1 jHipobitinn; It is m idi Ic-i^ than the 

_ tnDr(?!Uie f'f tbo. nrrvio.is cIrOidu, i.nriog tt fiiL' ftiJliu" 
r iti m e of gr ,wni in the liiu station. Aauo^ all the present int;res<ia i-t in tlie 
^: ey Ee:rt.iDn. M i nf little nceouut in tlie Slate and the Prt^iflodt of the 

tf t‘o natumi exparsbn «f a impiikti<in 
H " ‘ f'iritle va ley under an ordr ol system of n Iminhlrifio:i. The n.^nlu 
j 4 ril t-a n» i, ou m' to th- incmn-fo of inldo 

r lirooSlit ahriii* hy th • riJanipur*lJi.niaiinr cart 

ilie ki-f-f taken as «n index bf ixleiision of 

of 1 f" bijen less Imppy, mvl I here is nn i^ cr -fiso 

01 1 JJ7 only where the pj^;vi..u9 c iisna hid sliotru 2 hOJ ). Tli: larisei* tendi-ttr t> 

fi o bt'in the extra Inuve wnp gh+, by inJlufln/.n among the hill trlTnw 

he n^ltlemont caused by tlm Kuki reb-dlimi of 11)17-10 an I iL «tver^ ofTeet on 

ion 1 > 1 t twed by mti among the sonth-wevt area Kukis in 

1JI1-1_.1 i, Iht; Tmigkli ils, who have fine rice i-utLiFatlnn. are t he maa^t 

tirosporm’i of the bill (ribts. Adinini^trati m htis bet n iiiipruv,;d bv the diviciim of the 
Ml se^ on into four parts, the Inmdqnart rs an I thr..e o ithing a iblivisio ts. with 

of each. Uiifornnmlely the nv iis of the different seolio is 
4re not known ex»ctiy, so rlmt ilensity and i icreiwi> of popuLition cm on?y be 
shown for the Slate as a whole on me m-ipi yir,m above. The President 0^1110 
^iwb:*r gives Mw approxmmte deu-it; of the bill w etien as IS and oT the vnlh*v as 
ti?n but It appear that t!ie ltd'or figure is calculated only' on 

the cultivated area; thitj n stilt room for expansion ia iho south of lb’ villev 
and land 13 now being open xl out there. ^ 

« poptiHt'on is more than double that of the h^Il gectinn and it is 

c meentmt ’d m an area lesa Ihm a qiiarti r of 1 hat of the bills VVhh inter lal 
peuee ihe nal umi cspamien o£ I ho pi|Hilatioii of br>th areas should ho ff realer in tlio 
next doa-ub Ih m in the one under review. 

43 i h ive shown tbit of the large increase of 023,000 in the population of the 

Summary and oonolus)Ons. pfOTlUCe, iKsll'ly hltlf 13 due to iuimigriltioOi 00(1 tlint 

, , liKKt of i.he increttge, I oth in iuiinignti'jn atd in natiinil 

jiopulntion, luia MCurred in the Bmlimapiiim Valley. The immigmtion w paitlv bi 
eiganbtis, partly for cobaiaation of new lands by cultivators crewdclunt of their 
native distrieta and imndy for gmisin; * ‘ ' ^ ^ 


/ ssum s f^nare oI the world s denmn J fop ten ; at any raroTorthor lairnianent r.-idimi. 
A^t?f ba garden immigrant populitioa app.inri improbabb 

the Hrahmapm^f Valby/it 


- -- ...... .vij.* uiiv jfijuu I jrom nie i^miimaputrat their enmbnf 

bw nearly hrefold since the last c- nsiis, and it will be not gurpridon- if tbev 

bv r?^«f;"‘‘ "P "'-mher Isdmhbd or ISi 

nLil .f ibfj nre Indus!riouv ctiliivators, and Assam is one iho fl-J 

«'’««■>£ mottle™. wUh 


conaid* 
ginning lo 
the prospects 


Culonmtion by er-garjen «iordiiMi and by Kepaik is likolv nlso to increare 
oiably; the mttor, ciming ongimlly ns gi-atiom ami dairymen, are bnmn 
seiile ascuUtvatirs m several parts Kutu rcaf^ has incfea cil again huf the r 
fjflreotmonl ao I s4s?g tire hrp ful , 

Kntimil sra»ti of l»pul»t'0n l.a. l...fiigra»lost in th« Kmhmnputra Vnllov 

C«>fc« Mruns, tli« y«o HilU ««! .\l«,i|.„r. oil of i. Lio!i, cxo:pt CoeW. oro mni 
With pbnU' of land for exiiaiihniit. - , an. are vs 

U docs not appear th It iiiilueii^a uffeeted thcice distrids with tlio same severitv 
as was found m other ports of the ppivioco or in tin-rest of Indii. Th-' birth rere 
13 pcCAvriug. aud oontmuefl tiorinal i^r Jiisrh natiiml inerm^es are iimliaU« r« 

..St or tUo niu, and in %ll,n, 1 . 1 ,o ..pHo,nio ,|H „.,o„ domoJ^.^/S 'trrfS olT 
pMpPj 1.. Ilw p.im-of l,f« riwvon- ood 1>o 5 lo«„-. ^| 1 ,,. 

Mitmo \nlloy influouli. slioircd itself most in tho lowering of tlio birth rit.;I. lo n 
niidm j. „nl in 0 rery bish infantilo momlity In 1019.°,^o:fsb Zb£ fa fa 
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due also to continued local scarcity caused by floods. In the absence of another wide¬ 
spread epidemic, the population of Sylhet should grow conBiderably after the fiftt 
two or three years of the next decode, 1 hough not so quicbly as that of other districts. 
“With recurrent floods and inseot pests destroying crops and with the highest 
density in the province, the prosperity of the Sylhet pwple is likely to vary 
inversely with their increase, unless they adopt more int-ensive methods of cultivation 
or for the slack months some subsidiary occupation more remunemtive than atteauling 
conversational gatherings. If the sharia blc found wanting—‘and not a few have 
been thrown into corners to remain covered with dust—the hope may bo hazarded 
that a solution will be found in a wider use of the handloom. 


No direct influence of reitgion or race on population variationa can bo traced, 
hluhammadaus predominate in Sylhet, and for reasons given by Hr. HdSwiney in 
1911 we should expect a higher rate of incTeoso among them; yet Sylhet has less 
proportionate natural increase than its neighbour Caobar, where Hindus arc in the 
majority. Goalpam, with a majority of Bengalis, has a rate of increase between 
those of Kamrup and Sibsagar, both Assamese districts. 

Enquiries have been made as to the prevalence of infanticide, abortion and birth 
control. Infanticide is hardly known, except for two or three instances which have 
been brought to the notice of the Deputy Commissioner of the Nagn Hills, f n tliese 
ca^s and in the more frequent, cases of abortion which are believed to occur, the 
object is always to get rid of the oifsprieg of unauthorised intrigues, usually tietween 
persons of the same exogamous group and therefijre regard^ as mcestuous. In 
several other districts abortion Is believed to be practised to some extent, but specific 
mstanceS' are not known. It'csteru methods of birth control are now known to a 
good many of the <^ucated class and arc used to snmo extent by non-orthodox 
Hindus. There arc said to be some village women ounnieg in the know ledge and 
adminstration of special salts, unripe fruit juices and caustic root-saps which cause 
miscamage or abortion. 


In time some of the above practices mny perhaps affect the increa&c of the middle 
classes, but the gem-ral population is unElIected. 

44. In the census reports of 1901 and 1911 calculaliona wore made in the 
Tho AaMmoas. Chapters on movement of population as to the variation of 

the Assamese people, by tabnJating certain prominent 
castes for the five upper districts of the Brahmaputra Valley. I have thought it 
better to deal with this in Chapter ^ (Caste, tribe, etc.). It is enough to'note hero 
that the number of people who can be distinctively called Assamese has increased, 

46. The actual numbers of l ouses in districts and lesser divisbns are given in 
HOIIMS raniiii««. Imperial Table I and Provincial Table I. The definition 

of a houte u as practically tlie same as that of the three 
previous censuses, i.e., it was generally the buildings, one or many, inhabit! d by one 
conunensal family. It was not the homestead or enclosure. There were a few 
exceptions such as bungolowa and public buildings (jails, police lines, etc.), where 
each ward, barrack or building was taken as a house ; and coolie linos, in which each 
doorway was counted as a house. The definition is well suited to the province and was 
understood everywhere. Only one or two small difficulties arose; e 17 ., in Bar rang 
cases of agricnltnral servants living in a separate house but receiving uncooked food 
from tho common store, and in Lakhimpur, Abor and Miri bouses often containing two 
or three familicsibut having only one doorway. Before 1891 the definition was different; 
bettce in subsidiaiv Table IV, figures for only the last four censuses have been given. 
This table shows that the number of persons per house (taken to tlie neare* 4 t whole 
number; is the seme os in 1911, for aLmost every district. In Goalpara and tlie 
Surma Valley, however, there is on increase of one person per hou^e. 

In the former the difference is only slight, if the oalculation be taken (0 fractions; 
it is probably due to numbers of the new immigrants not yet having divided up into 
separate AAonus or built permanent houses. In the Surma Valley, the difrerence is due 
to a remarkable decrease of 34,000 houses in Sylhet, whore from the total giiin In 
population we should have expected about 13,000 more houfcs. In the province as 
a whole and in all districts except Sylhet there has been an mcrease in bouEos pro¬ 
portional more or teas to the actual inCiease in population. The second part of 
subsidiatj Table Tni shows that in Sylhet there ore now only 95 houses to ihe square 
mile against the 102 of the last census. 'Ibe decrease appears in four of the fivo 
subdivisioas of the district and does not appear to he d\',o to any different interpreta¬ 
tion of the definition of a house from that taken elsewhere. Probably it mflects to 
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some extent the bid economic oonditiooB of tha decade in Sylhot: the decline in 
pPtepenty has lowered the marriage rate and liaa made it cUoapor for iaraiUos of the 
a^cultaral population to stick together than for married aona to establish new houses, 
the high cost of bailding materials is also a probable factor ; monv bouges wore 

““ “■“* “™ ‘onipoTOry TiIt»gos veto mehed »v»y to 
im wi? ^ ycare ; those have not all been rebuilt. Again in North Svlhot in 

«xtoe,ie^n«»yto.p™;,ceeuS 

the proTiuoa is 5, as at the last thiee 
fnnnd^* Of this must Qot bo taken to mean that 6 persons will uauaUy be 

found in a single houw or family. The result found at the oaqairr intos^ial 
S ifr”® m 1912-13 18 probably equally applicable inVssam. ow. :— 

if'^n ^ dependent cbUcIrcn and no other 

oirners IS comparatively rare*. There is no ovor-crowrding: houses aro almost 

areas in the rains, there is generally 
ample space m or around villages for children to play. ^ uerauy 

46. The family is defiued as ** a nu uber of persons liriag and oat in g together in 
Th. joint r«»iiy. (Jafi tness. with their resident depe'-deots, suoh as mother 

*1.0 naido io too 

In many cases, landed property remains joint after the younger earning members 
have separated and perhaps moved to other places foe economic reasons • thiJapitoa 
to Mubainmadaus as well as to Hindus. ’ 

of tli Jo^Ii ft uumber of interesting notis from correspondents on the subject 

J!?®. system. There is a general consensus of opinion that the process 

of^iamtegration la being wutijmed, but it has not been ha-stentd much in the lasttem 

S^^ho^lifet'fii’nf'tSiT^r^ tliat even ^fone, the family seldom remained united 

d«lb. I.tk.™i to.,,eo«M,,do«.,S..t.al V»”j™pS^° J»" .to, tto.r p«au' 

The causes of the break-up arc bitter quarrels, inconvenience of living in 
same compound, a wider outlook on life due to modern conditions and a tn 
have a separate parse on the part of the youi)-»er mombers of tho f^miW 
fundamental difference in ideas between the anoient and the modern which annplJS 
toiavegrovoKin.vli«ttothBdecrf,. B.bu Kshirode Chaml™ PwkwMto?^ 

th. ™1XJL “• " ^ T'“ iQdWd.mUb.n r«.«,l irS 

.ut«»ojr of toe 2rr'to?toT5ldStfcri/ijJ™^ ''<>“““”"8 

The resvUla of the general tendency are of mixed good and evil «,« 

copfospondents pouife to the moral dekerbralion of the family and the nerfe-^t 

r/!t ! indoiwodeooo oad Mtf^ltonco toi j^h 

of an extra-pamchial, even national, spirit Perh.HK ili« ® - growth 

juonMis 10 d»tra7tbotr»dUio.al sjrstSmrf cLpSato ^.;^”Lr S!u^”‘° 
for winch there 19 at presi nt no Bubstitute. ^ d old agi. insurance, 

^-—-— - -- ^ _ 

• Srt Bowkj, •■ Til* WMBftmBt ct ineiii Piieno iiM.M^ ♦> tgjg 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. 
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SUBStDURY TABI4E U. 


Oilfriiuitfilt 9 f lAt jtopulafio* aeeorii»g U deitsitf. 



* Is ihi Hilli (1 A fft iq^u» mlki 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE Ut. 
Fariathn i» relafioa to rfewiVy sir,C€ 1872 . 
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COAT. 1 .—DISTKlBimoS AKD M073irB!rr OP THE POPULATIOS 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV. 

FariatioH in Nuttirei PopmUtic*. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V. 
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CIUI’TER 11. 

TBE POjPULATWy OF TOWNS AND VILLAGES, 

47. The towuB of Assam irould hatUl? be recogiiiael aq suoh by direltera in 

the great cities of oi^her narca of todia or of Eu.rope or 
America Fear of earthquakes restricts biiildioga generally 
to one storey only, and economy and heavy rainfall i ad ace 
a wide ubu of oorragated iron for roofs and sometimes for walls and fcooes also. 

Paved streets with rows of high buiHings, electric trams, Btatues of great men, 
are not to be ieen. The picture palnoc has Imrdly appeared and motor bandits arc as 
yet uukuown. Even in the lean years of the last decade, however, seveml towns 
have made progress in providing amenities of life for their mhnbitaTits. More lUtcrecl 
and piped water supplies havo been installed and elcctiic lighting systems have been 
conetructed or are under construction hero and there. 

Vital atalistica |wmt to lieahhiness of the t>wiis, with {heir better water-supply 
and facility for medical attendance, against rural areas, in every year of the decade, 
the urban death-rate n as considerably lower than the proviucfial rate: this was especial¬ 
ly noticeable in the influeujta years 1918 and 1919 when the urban area death-rates 
were less than the previndal avomges by lli and 12*8 per thousand lespectively. In 
1910, the town crude birth'cate actually osoeeded the provincial birth-rate, in spite 
of the deficit of females in towns. These facts indicate the existence of belter condi¬ 
tions, mtber thnn the diflerent age and sex constittition, as the cause of superiority of 
town over rural b^lth. Small as they are and often rural in aiipcarancc, there arc 29 
places in the province which have either some form of blunicipal government or some 
other chaFacterinticaentitling them to be treaiod as towns. A town was defined for 
the census as including ;— * 

(1) Every Hunicipality. 

(2) All civil Hues not within municipal limits, 

(3) Every cantonment. 

(■1) Every other continuous co!lection of houses inlmbited by not less than 
. 6,000 persons, which the provincial Superintendent may decide to treat 

as a town for cenfus purposes. 

Under (1) are included 16 Municipalities, and 9 Unions under the old Bengal 
Municipal law of 1871. Of the other four, Impbal is the capital of Manipur, and h&a 
a small cantonment attached ; Kohlma and Sadiya are district headquarters and trade 
centres ; and Lumding is a railway centre. The lost throe the Local Govenunent 
orderetl to he treated as towns, although they have been found to have less than 
a,000 inhahitants, Tlierc are only four small ^ntonmeuts : these have been treated 
as parts of the towns they adjoin. 

Statijtics of population for towns by sex, with valuations for six eensuaes, arc 
given in Imperial Table IV, and their population by rclmion in Imperial Table V, 
Urban and rural populations are lompared in Imperial Taoles I and III, 

The three sulisidiary tables at the end of this chapter show tho proportion of the 
people living in (owns and villa^s of dilTcrout aistes ; groups of towns clu'^sified accord¬ 
ing to size, with percentage variations at previous censuses; and numbers per tbouMiud 
of the adherents of the chief religions living in towns. A village was defined in 
different ways according to locality and oircumbtanccft, iia noted in paragntph CO below. 
Very careful preesutions were taken to ensure that every jHirt of the country was taktu 
in indading every possible encampment or,spot where'travellers might be found, as 
well as ordinary resiriealial towns and villages. The travelling population (ll,l£3)Yas 
been sbown separately in Imperial Tabic Ill, and na there were no disturbing factors 
aueh.a.s st-riema epidemics or large faini on the coasus date, the distribiitiou of the 
population in tlie towns and villages may be taken as normal, 

Towns were enumerated generally by municipal wards and streets. A village, if 
smali, was made one census block ; if large, two or more hloeks. The rule was that 
a block should not fall partly in one and partly in another village. The stall employed 
in towns was naturally more educated thau that of rural areas. 
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CBAF. n.—THE FOPUIulTIOy OP ‘rowij’3 AKD TUiLASES. 


48. la the wliole of Aasaro Ihe number of penplo in tomis i& 258,000, 

Oram noiiuiMion, forming a propurtton of only 3'2 por cent, of ihe proviac* 

, population. This is jess titan that in any otlicr 

pro>tuc€, and lesstbaa a thinlof tbe proportiou for all India. If Britisb l^'rritorv 
alone be considered, the percentage is only 2 3 ; the rest is duo to the town of Imohd 
m Manipur, with Us 80,003 inbabitaiits. * 

Iinphal. ind^, though always classed as a town"aa the population is dense ami 
ns it IS the^pital of the State and seit of the Mahamjai is rather a col lection of 

forty-four per cent, of its people arc ngricultural, and another 
iwonty per oont, liye by band-wearit^ nntl spinning. 

Of the two Commissiouere* dirisions, the Assam Valley has 2-3 of its popuktiou 
town-diFellce, and the Surma Valley and Hill Uivision only lU If the nnS 
^nsiom are taken. »ho p^wntages are 2*9, 1-G and 9-2 for the llrshmapulra 
of'implSi^ ' respectively! the last figure is swollen by inclusion 

The urban popubtiou hw increased a little more in proportion than has the eencral 
population of the pi^nnce ; bm this is due to inclusion of new places as tow^ris^ftlK^j 
»« n.W on tl.0 hlh^pogoof Io.peri»l ToWoIV). Tho not pojTutaioo of Z K 
and new areas added less areas excluded is 10,C7l, 

inhabitants of pLaoes classed as towns in 10U. the urban 
increase js 12 5 per cent., agninst a total provijvcial incronse of 13-3 TMJr There is 
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60. The first of all the opemtioos of the oeasus was to prepare or rerise the 
viii««M. geaoral register of villages in every district. In the dis- 

biots whore there had been a cadastral 3ul^raJ^^ that is in 
C^har and the five upper districts of tho Brahmaputra V'alley, it was found couTe* 
nient to take the cadastral Tillage as the census unit; this ensured that no Tillage was 
omitted from the register, though it had the defect that the census Tillage dm not 
always correspond with the residential Tillage. 

Elsewhere in the plains^ the definition was— 

" A fit&tt or ffram together with its sdjaca^nt ii/tas, patrtttf pniridel tlist noaa of these 
dependeat wlleetioiu of hnuse* sro Urge or so distant ft^ia the central village os to forin in tho.n- 
reives true vUisges with dietiuct iudividuel uuenn.’^ 

In the hills and frontier tracts^ it was taken generally as a coUoction of houses 
bearing a separate name; this corresponded generally with the revenue or tax-paying 
rillago. In the Mikir ^lls of Nowgong the jurisdiction of a ffoanbura was counted 
as a Tillage. 

The number of Tillages has increased by nearly 3,0UQ to 32,275. Many of the 
new Tillages are those of the Eastern Bengal immigrants in the Assam^Valley ; others 
are groups of temporary cultivation or pam houses of local people. The average 
village population is 210, agninst 218 in 1011, The Caobar plains and North Cachar 
Hills have the highest and lowest averages, <115 and 81 per village respectively. More 
• than half the population live in villages with Ie» than 500 mhabitauts; in.jthe Garo 
Bills, 00 per cent, of the villages are of this size. The increase in number of villagi^ 
is most marked in Goalpara. Darrang and Nowgang, where there are large numbers of 
now immigrants. Kamrup shows an increase of two villagis only, but 1 suspect that 
some uninhaliited villages vrere included in 1011. Curiously, Sylhet, which has a large 
decrease in llic number of houses lias an uicro.iec of over 1,2 )0 vilJegcs. I can only 
account for this os being due to the personal equation of the luca' ofilcers in coiling 
more bamlcts villages than wore so called in 1011. 

The people of the scveml parat and makalfas which mate up the great and com¬ 
posite village of Ban ichong. proper, in Sylhet district, number now ^32,957, against 
ai,226 in 1011. 
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CIIIPTER III. 

BIRTHTLACB. 


61. la Imperial Table XI are set out tbe statistics of Ijirthpkoe o£ all tbcet* burn 
Introductory outsidc the propiiice and outside the diTisieus and districts 

, . \ ' where they w'Gpu enumerated. These, with the amtistius 

of emigrants from A«sam rccmed from the Conans Oommissinncr and other Provincial 
oupenntendenta, have lieen used in Chapter I in tf>e disoussion of the growth of the 
population. In the present Chapter they will bo uaad in analysis of thn volume ami 
character of the dilToront streama of migration. Owing to the importanofi of the tea 
mdustry and the large number of foreigners it brings to As«ani, Riieoial tables have 
been prepared to show by sex the extent of iiferaoy, tlic Janguagis, birthplaces and 
castes ot the tea-garden population * these are Provincial Tables VIl, Mil, IX and X 
pnnte 1 m the same volume as the Imperial Tables. A spoeial Provincial Table iV* 
has also been made at this census to show the sex, main religions, ages nnil occupatjons 
? Jho colonists who are now coming in largo numbers from certain Pastern Bomml 
oistrtcts to tlic A5.«iani Valley, The fonr subsidiary tables appended to this cimntor 
give the chief figures in a moro summary form. ^ 

Pivo tji'pps of migration are usually diittnguithod 

(1) or minor movements between adjacent v illages • these affect the 
roturna only when tlio villages Ho on opposite sides o£ the district houndnry. In this 
females often prodomiaate owing lo young mnnioil women going to their parents' 
houses for confincmcot or other reasons. All districts show somo of this tvno of 
migration i Sylhet and Goalpara chiefly as adjoining Bengal. 

( 2 ) Temporary, due to bosiuoss journeys or a demand for labour on some new 
public work. Ihia is Sk very small itopi at thepresaut consus. 

Berhdis, such as annual barvest-time migrations, and movements of 
pftstornl nomads. In this type there is n prepondcranoe of men ^ for instance, amon'- 
the J!*C|ial-Ijorn the men aro double the number of the women. This typo tends te 
merge into the next, or seini-permauont type of migration; some of the Nepali graziors 
who come with buffalo herds in the oaid weather arc taking up land and Bettlin^ 
down as cuKivators. ^ 


(i) Semi‘pernmnmf, whore the natives of one place reside and enrn their liviin# 
m another, but retain connection witli iheir own homes, to wliich thev return in oil 
ago and at intervals in the meantime, lathis the bulk of the migrants' won U uauallv 
be men, and families would ho loft nt home; e.g,, among the Slarwari traders in 
Assam^, men outnumber women ns 3 to X. In the greatest mi gration-stream of Assam 
that of ten-gamen coolies, this is not so, howoverj Iwth men and women work on Ihn 
gardens ^iivomen are superior to men in plucking—and therefore males nro not ereatlv 
m excess of females. ® ^ 

This type tends to liecorac permanent, tn in tiie euso of many of the tea coolies 
who Homiain on gardens or who settle ns cuitivators. 

(*■)) Pc/tbo chief of this are the largo number of tea-garden 

cooIics,who come to Assam and stay for an asaurei living in plnoo of eonditiont often 
amonn ing to scarcity or famino in their home districts; nud the cuUivntons who tlnd 
themwilves crowded out or their homes washed away in the Hastern Bengal rinuriaii 
dhteiots and ^gmte to enjoy the freedom of the rgotteari aettlement iti the 
J3r*ihmaputm Valley. ' ^ 


The census statistics do not of course distinguish betwoen these difforent IVTtm 
hut propoitwn of the ^xes, distance of the homo tiisLriota and local knowlDdi»e'ffivJ 
suihcient due® to ennblc us to place them. ® “ 


6S. The question asked in the general sohodnles was '* in what district were vou 

cn.u. '““““.tow instrnoted to o'rilo ’tho 

AEOuTaDy. jmmo of tho proviuce ns well iis that of tha district in the 

- outaido Assam. As I have cxiikmed 

m Clnpttr I. the census takes no aoeount of those who come and nmin Jeave hVtn-^ 
two ei^nsuaes. of those who immtemta but die before the clX dfte ^ and of Zo 
who emigrate but aro not reported from their aew districts or countries. ^ 
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Many immigmnts, espoeially tea-garden cnoluw, do not knovr £lie nainea of their 
home districts or provinces. Every endeavour was made* howovor, to obtain nccumio 
statistics of birthplace by the enumerators' question and by reforouce to garden rcgist- 
era, maps, postal guides, etc., by the higher census nfilcials in the districts and in tlic 
compilation offices. In the result nre have only immigmnts retarned as bom in 
“ Assam unspecified " and G&9 in “ India unspeoified ”, There is no reason to doubt 
the accuracy of the stfllt'<tics in tho main, as regards Assam districts and names of 
other provinces i as to actual districts of other provinces, a good many mbtakes and 
omissions liave probably occurred. 

63. As shown in Subsidiary Tabic IV of Chapter I, there were in 1921 in Assam 

MiiTTtiiion—aefwrai 1.200,157 immigrants, while 76,S96 persons born in the 

■ _ provi.aoe wero enumeratol elsewhere. On the total pepu- 

luion of 7[990,21<j this gives a |>ercentrt“c of foreign-lKirn in Assam of In’l, The 
corresponding porccutages for 1911 anl 1001 aero 12*5 and 13, On tiio other hand, 
the proportion of omigmnts to the total Assam-Iiorn is only I'l, against 1'3 in 1911. 
The statistics reflect clearly the attraetiona of the province by tlie tea industry and 
wiirSto land aval I able for colonizationj as well as the liome-staying propensity of the 
natives of Assam, 

The statement in the margin shows the constitution per mille of the population 

according to birthplace, at the Inst two 
censuses. The small amount of migration 
within the province, commented on and 
explained in the last census report, Is 
brought QTit again by these figures; hi 
fact, not onlv the proportional, but the 
ftbsoiuto numoor also of migrants between 
districts within the province is lass than 
it wosiulGll, The great increase in those 
born in other parts of India represents 
uTainiy colonists from Eastern Bengal and 
new tea-garden labourers. Those born 
outside India are chiefly men of Nepal — 
gmsiere anil dairymen, cultivators, and 
sepoys of the Assam Ilifles. 
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64. Subsidiary Table I shows immigrants to the natural divisions and to each 

district of the province, classified according to distnnco of 
birthplace. The contigoous districts of other provinces 
are rcpreaentetl chiefly in Sylliet and Goal para. 

Thera are 35,000 immigrants to Syliiet from Tippera and ilymcnsingh; these 
ap|>ear to be largely casual visitors from across the homer, although a certain niLmber 
ha ve acquired land and settled in the west of the district especially in the Sunamganj 
subdivision, where they arc reported te be more industHons than Uie local cultivators. 
For Goalpara, the a ijoiaing Bengal districts ate Rangpur, -lalpaigud and Gooch Bchnt 
State; some of tlio 26,000 immigrants from these districts are oosuai and temporary 
visitors, but many of them are pormaoent settlers, as Goalpara is tho nearest Assam 
Valley'district w'ltb laud avaiiablo for cultivation. In the IIills division, the Gnro 
Hillti adjoins klymonsingh and shares in its plains nmuzaa a small part of the Influx 
from that district. The Luijli.ai Hills and ilanipur have gniaed about 4jC00 and 1,009 
lespcctively, from tlie Ghin Hills in Burma, iWe Chins ate sai I to have come over 
to cECflpo 'oppression from the chiois in their ovni country. They are industrious 
cuUlvamrs uud likely to bo beneficial to the sparsely populated Lungleh Sub¬ 
division, 

Column 11 of Subdiary Table I shows the large number of 255,000 immigrants 
from comligiious ports of other provinces. It must ho noted that most of these are 
regular settlers from Mymonsingh ami not cosiia! immigrants merely crossing the 
border. Their goal is generally an Assam du-tiict iome diatanoo away from hlymen- 
sitigh, and not one of its adjoining districts, 

65, The vast majerity of immigrants come from nen-eontjguoiw places. There 

is an idfotemiiaate number of poriodio visitors, mostly 
immisraUon-nert-flentiBuou# general labourers and eartli-workora from Bihar eml tlie 

United Provinces, and traders from various parts. Most 
of the permanent and semi-permanent immigrants fall into tlaree great cl^s. of 
which 1 treat in the succccdiug paragraphs, ThoEO are (1) those connected with lea; 
(2) Eastern Betigtd cultivators J (3) those from beyond India—nearly aU Ncpalis. 
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The following statement shows for 1911 and 1B21 the nutDbor of immigrants 
in round thousands to Assam as a whole and to the tea gardens only. 
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For tea, wo are concerned chiefly with numbofs 1 to 6. It will ho noticed that, 
iu contrast with the numerous increases from other places, the United Provinces 
iinmigranU have dooreased both in tea gardens and in tbc province a 4 a whole, w bile 
the Bengal people have decreased in tea gardens, but increased enormously in the 
prorinoo. 

The United Provinces decrease is shared bv all tea distnets ; it seems to be due 
to the bad eHeot of the Assam climate on the immigrants and the increasing preference 
of managers for Cjiota Nagpur,;Central Provinces, Oiissa and Madras coolief, Fntjuiries 
show a general opinion that the so-oallcil *' jungly *' coolies of tbe Central Pronnoes 
and Chota Nagpur (Mundas, Santab. Gonds, etc.) arc the best men for the climate 
and the work of tea gardens. The United ProvinCEss coolies, it should bo noted also, 
were employed more in the Siirina Valley, where the slump of 1920 was most 
hcretely felt. 


Bengal supplies a number of the clerical and sapervi<»iQg staff, but the loss of 
about 7,000 natives of Bengal from the gardens represents coolies from Western 
Beugai districts. This cannot be accounted for except by faying that managers 
prefer now recruits from Bihar and Orissa and elsewhere. 

The figures di«slose a greater decrease in the province than iu tea gattlens for 
United Provinces people : this may mean a westward trerk of general labourers as 
well as e.V'Ccoliea on account of belter home conditions, or a more accurate assignment 
of birth disti lots to their projxfr provinces. 

All other Provinces contribute great 
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mcreas^ to the tea gardens, reflecting 
the boom in the Industry in the years 
previous to IBSOi The veiy large increase 
from the province of Bihar and Orissa 
is due mainly t?o the preforenoe of plant* 
ere for the men of Chota Nagpur, and it 
may be hoped, to the appreciation by the 
coolies themselves of iho mow steady 
means of subsistence in A'aam. To show 
the predominance of CboU Nagpuris, I 
— —^give in the margin in round numbers 
parts of the provmoe of Bihar and Orissa, Britiah territory 
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The Bengal inoroase, which is not duo to tea, is dealt with ic 
below. 
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67. A,tte£Qpte Lave been mode in the last two census reports to eslitnate tlie 
Th«ta.indg«ry-cdionJ=«tar.. DUtnbcr of tUo foreiga-hom orj^naUy brought to the 

province for tUo tea gardeni? and tiin number of tSicir 
descendants^ or, fn fact, the number of poonlo iu the province who would not luivo 
been bera but for ten. Tlie (USicnitLes of this wore pointed out by Mr. McSwincy in 
paragraph 88 of the 1911 report, TJia problem, with our present data, becomes 
increasingly complex and liable to error at each sucGcecIing census. If any 
approach to accuracy is desired at future censuses, it will perhaps be nccesKa^ to insert 
an extra (juestion in tho schedule, cnijulring If a penson's pareuts or forefathers were 
origiunlly On a tea garden. 

The tiiiie*cxpirod coolies who settle in Assam and open up new land are undould.* 
edly an asset. Ju the four upper diitricts of the Brahmapuim Talley, where they 
are found iu large numbers, they are repurtod to be much more induatrions than tlio 
local Assamese cultivators, and tbay certaiuly increase the available food supply, 

ITie annual Immigrant Labour returns of Government give the total number of 
new coolies imported to tea gardens in the ten years us 769,009, or nearly 77,000 a 
year. We can calculate the number lost by death, but there is also a cjlurau of Lbu 
rot urns showing numhera lost by transfer, discharge and desertma, both among new 
and eld coolies, Tliese do not all leave the province, though some g'l back to their 
homes—where, it appears, they are not always wtdl received. Some from Oticliar and 
Sylhet have gone across the bonier into Tripura Siale, vvlierc several now tea gnrJcus 
have been opened, ilany drift into otlier districts and cater new gardens or work as 
ordiuary labourers, and many settle on the land ns permanent colonists. It is 
people whose numbers it is hard to calculate, as well a,s ibrjse brought to Assam 
indirectly bj'the ti.'aindustry. The beet method of estimating tbeir tuuubura seams 
to be from the extent of laud known to he held by them. TJie aimnnl Lihour tv'tnrus 
for 1920*21 give a total of about 202 thousand acres of Government and otlmr tempo* 
xarily-scttlod laud held by ex-oooiios ; some ia also hidd in the permatieiitly-seitled 
tnicta, but its extent is unknown. If we take 300,900 acres as the total, and reckon 5 
acres as snpjiorting six pcisona, we reach 860,000 as the number of sett led cultivating 
ed?*cQoUos and tbeir dosceudaots. To these roust be added a number Ljr those indirectly 
connected with the industry ; in 1911 Mi, MeSwiuey cslimated these at about half a 
znilliou, I think this estimate is too high : it must be remenabered i lut mauy of the 
carters, boatmen, earthworkers, Iiouse-liuilderg, traders and olhera eonneeto'l with tea 
gardens aro men of tbe province and tborefore to be excluded from Iho caleulatlcn, 
Others, such as Marwari traders, were censused on the tea gardens, and bo do hot cfime 
into the outsiders’ list. Taking a tower estimate of 130 or 140 ihousaad for the Indirect 
class and adding to the settled cultivators, u e hare a total of inilf a miliiou living outside 
the gardens, but whose presence 1$ due to tea immigration. For the immigrants and 
their descendants actually on tea gartlons, 1 hnd a totoJ of about 640,01^9, which is 
obtained from Piovincial Table S (tea-garden jiopulation by caste) after subtracting 
idl those of indigenous castes bclangiug to As.*iain, as far as they cm bo determined. 
In the result I estimate-that the jiotLil number of foreigners now* in the province on 
accDant of the tea industry is about a mUUtm and a third, that is to say, ouc-sixth 
of the whole population of Assam. Tliis is only a rough estimiite ; and' it is more 
likely to be under than over-estimated. 1 liavo attempted to check the numlver by 
ligurcs of laugunges spoken in the districts of origin of tea coolies but the result is 
worthless, on account of the inaccuracy of bingujige returns for tlio foreign population 
by Assameso enuroefatons an 1 also on account of the largo number of Hiudi-ppenkitig 
men who come to Assam iudcpendcntly of tea gardeu business, and w'ho cannot bu 
separated in ihc language tables from tea garden Hindi-speakers. 

68, The iniluE of immigrants from Eas'em Bengal has formed tho subject of 

questions and unfavourable comment iu tho Legbjlalive 
fcdm EMt^m Council by members representing ccrUun Assam Valley 
** ' eouBtItiiencies. Iu Gbuptcr 1, I have remarked on t hiv 

wATB of immigr.atioa and its bearing on tbo giow'th of tbe population. I pro pose now* 
to examine it in more detail. 

In that classic of Assam, tho Census Beport of 1S91, Sir. (now Sir Edward) 
Gait wrote— 

It nilg^ht been thonglil that thu aipniJtit of cnHiviiblc Inn 1, t1ii! fvi'tnity uf tho »ia], nii l tlio 
low rents prevailing Mould have induced wmii jiortign at kodfit of llie oTcrcrvwdi^ tultiraton tjE Jiuaval 
to fiaJ their way to .Aiaam atnl take up laid ihrte. But thie does iu>t apjw to U the «wc. Tte 
i'udllet £jf ka gardens coma to Aswiia beoaosc they are more than usuatly i&digtat, anil arc Hi)ccl,illy 
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tl^ie province at the c^penee ef the perwna for whow they »'e to l^Loitr Tin 
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If w^j tlic cbJldreti Tjorn after arrival io As^m—and fhere is a gootlly pmport* 
ion of vromon aged 15—10 anioag ilu' immigrauta—:li) touvl au labor of sellltrs iu tlie 
vallej' must come to at least 300,000. 

Tie subjuiaed map ahows how ibe comers are distiibated in tho diatriots. 

1 li ’ t^vo upper ili^tricta 
and the frontier tsacts 
are scarcely touched as 
yet. In Goalpai^u iionrly 
20 per cent, of tlie popu- 
latit'u i# mmle uii of tlieso 
seUlera, The next 
fav'tJiii'itc district is 
Now gong, w'hiTi! they 
form about 11 per ctmt. 
of tbn whole population. 
In Kamrnp waste lundn 
are being taken up rapid* 
ly, especially in ]3arpeta subdirkiuu. In Darrang. csplomtion and settlement by 
the colonists is in an earlier stage ; they haTu not yet i>cn.ctrntcd far from the Brahma¬ 
putra banks. 

As shown in the occnpelion columns of the Provincial Table, only about 30,000 o! 
fhosc 1x>rD in the named msiriets of Eastern BengfU are nou-agriculturista ; they itre 
chiefly tiadem, shapkee[ters, timber merchnutSj clerks, professional men, The 
remainder, over Bd jicr coot, of the are ordinary cultivators of l.oldings geucrally 
under Government, with a sprinkling of field labourers. The few censused in Sil)sigar 
and lakhimpur are nearly all eagagnd in trade, le.^s than 300 cultivators of the elot s in 
qnostioti Imving settled in either ^strict. Tbo reasons given for leaving their home 
distriets in the case of the great mass of the colonists arc pressure on the soil, niul 
Bometimeg actual loss of their lands and even homesto,\da by diluviou; oUenp, plcntifnl 
and fertile laad, with the freedom of a rjfutteari settlomeot in Assam in place 
of expo ad VO and uneatn for table holdings as tenants or under-tenant in Bengixl. 
On fir4 taking up their new lands they sometimes have them cleared of jangle 
nnd dug up by hired Nuniya Inbnurers. This, and their railway or steamei: 
fares, some bouse*building materials and poiaibly some land-price paid to local 
people or unauthorised fees to subordinate revenue ofllcfais, constitute their only 
expenses in opening the new life. They erect their own oharacteiistie typo of 
housOj and their vUiogea can be diGtingushcd at once from those of the Asaamcsc. 

They are hard working and good oultivators who cannot fiil to benefit the country. 
In Goalpara, Dorrang and Nowgong they have produoed a great increase in crimes of 
violence and rioting j in Xamrnp some increase, but little in proportion to the 
numbers. Their character and cHect aw best described in the words of the Deputy 
Conuaissioners of Nowgoug and Kamrup, ]&[r. Higgins writes from N'owgong— 

...Thsy do b<?tt T caltirAtToa than Lho local people and as tach they ara cenaiiily lenelioial to tho 
tfumtryi sttica thalr advent tin* IoaI people seemto Iw ehakiog off their oli ktliaruy nnd they Imve 
oroaied n novel apltereof eompetitieu. 

Hr. Bentinck, Deputy Commiseiouei cf Kamrap, says— 

"...In industry nod (kill they aic an object Ioseod to the Iwal cultivators i they have r,;e1fl)[nfr1 and 
brought under p.rinaFient caltivation ihonsAndB nf ner^s wbitib the loeal etdtivelrrs hud for gciieretioivi 
post merely scruLched irith baphAe.ir4 and intermittent crops or redogiueed ae exjgeut of efforts k'yond 
their iucUnation. 

The large nndtilstmg wpenses of e&tir Innjs to be wen in late Marsh or early April fiiiL-ly hnrrfwre.’l, 
weeded and newly sown are something to which the spectacle of ordiniuy Assamefe u alb vat ion is quUe 
unaecuetoincd. Tliey have besides their iedustry shown exempli • of new crops anil improved metlif.tjg. 
They do fiot at nre«cDt mix Wf 11 with the local pOiniktion: the kttcr in a. great many imtunoes sold the 
new eomers urlori laude at rates highly proltaUc to tho eelien and the dweoi'cry of this has left 
a tut oanatunl soreaeBS. The enUivators on the other hand regarded the new comers Bsoavn^ce, 
whoso pernicloos habits were otdy partially roleemod hy their ignorance of local land-leciures. Never¬ 
theless coUiiions hetweoa the two oemiDiinitics havebot n rare, partly hecanee it bakes two to tnako a light 
and partly bioaiijss there was really plenty of room and the new comers wiobol to be left to them- 

oohee--.They art antldeo and qBieIc imiitarrcl, grwly ol loud and Bonoetimee Impatient of ouitrol, 

but with a niark^ appreciation of fair play, especially n rcfresliiug way of r.'alLslng that what they 
dceecve is nut necessarily coatormlaous with wbnt tbey desire. 


MAP K«. 11 
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CHAP, in.-^BlUTHFLACE* 


aSSfrV??--ti:, 

68. rh» tbWconsidombta slTOm ar imaigranb » {tooi bogoad £»dii; »b>i.t 05 
immJirrauon <»f Nepatis, per cont. o[ tliesiti Come from Nep.tU The number cen* 

47 651 in T<ni Tf « k !? 70,314 a^ciinit 

is 5 COD 000 be noted that the latest estnnate of tlia population of iVepal 

visiini^ hi,IF »« rest of the immigrants from A opal were tomporarv or periyJio 
urS 1 ff gwaieta ami semn? sohUers. Since the tast cemtus^m mV har^e taken 
ftid f^Mon to grazing Ludabes 

nw’o ii\ leaWug their conatrr are 

iu KepS of hreubooi, and (2) to escape eompubar? service or ^oTr 

the of men yet 

tf.rK'K.Sittii "K*'.?,"'-’' £ 

ever Uko \Y^ can. hot- 

Neiinlis hcea^w Svr **1**“’^ny rate of the minim uni number of 

dant I f \A 1 pOMtblo tliat anvone but a native of S'opnl or a desoen- 

lingua^fis of SeS moihiT-tongue \-aipsli or one of tha other 

iaugua.?<i ua^h-c no irl>' 93,000. and of other 

’Murmii nhniif o ana nil , P ^ Limbti, Kbambu. Magari an l 

at least 101Nepali laniDgraufe and tivuir descenibnts is fh m 
?nteS in greater, as Eindi or Bengali may haU been 

"rKe^Jlb the numW 

Xr^ilfstn'cb C' the TL^dbtr^St 

.Sadirn (1,00m, b" air™'^Ihieh'^tlliF Lakliimpur (8,000) and 

Opinions are lilridt'il ji« In i-iin 1 , ^ up land m considorahb measure, 

ihev tin I ^ Nepalese immigrants. It b admitted that 

tlius— ’ *®*‘“"“* Odicur of the Sjdiyn frontiet Tmet, desaiboi thum 

T,J: ^ «i:MHT.g. 1, Th.y hofj tt, S„d on the F™o«„ 

,h.tl»..k .r.J«S“ W‘»«sr-’'i'«_ll,i, thv found, b.„ „« 

«n.er.ti», i. r,.bJ,|, di«ou«.a„wi.. ,l,n a„'J‘ IWg«i.7“" “ 

T ."‘’*‘“'“‘*“01‘l‘"'”'«rat'0'> obb ratorred to ate omilnhln 1..,, 

ot L^bi;i?orrr '■’' •” Boiv&Tot^^ 


r.rr SoSi'Si^ir cri t 

lnkbim|,nr,ubJivuionurh,re thn«i.ifootyo?teMSd™°l'.Ml"'° **“ 
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Oth«r linm(Br&tJ:on from ®ut- 
■Idfl Indla^ 


60. The others from bejond India fire 1.900 from 
Europe, America and British oolonios, end 1,2-iC frain 
Asiatic countries other thau Xopal* 

^ The majoritj^ of tJie former group is pn'?fl^ed in the tea industry i others are ofHcials 
mmioimries and porsons engaged in coal mining, oil-flclds and other industries. In tlie 
Asiatic group are 360 men of AfgUanistan, the usmt ooM weather pedlars ; 66S from 
Bhutan, who arc also trading visitors ; 313 from China and Hongkong, generallv 
cariieaters and employees on tea gtirdennS and ooal mines ; and a mixed hag of 05 from 
otlior countries. Only 13 are recorded aa bora in Tibet. There is Hi tie direct trade 
through Sadiya, owlo^ to dilfientty of the route and intervening tribes of Xishmis, 
wliile the Tihetana using the Ddalguri-Lhasa route had left Assam before the cenai^ 
date. 

61. Embmtion from the nroTinoa is of small momeuf. The iiQmher of 

emigrants recorded is under 76,000 aad 


Emigration from the province 

EmisrAtlon from Aesmm. 


Tata) 

tl) T<i rrtcila— 

Ban^at 
Burma 
Bihar and 
Uiilta^ PrdVlno^ 

Bornbay 

Norih-W&«t Frontier Prdvlnt:« 
^hJab 

mhdr am;] BtatoB 

pLitslda indSa 


73,a9a 

es.so2 

3.0IS 

©94 

691 

506 

404 

S13 

10 


• h provinflsa Included a of 

tholrstalofi. 


js 4,000 less than that of last census. 
Til© placet of dcstifsfltion arc giTcn fu 
Siibsidiafj Table IV and are summaiise<l 
iti the matf^in. About 70 per cent, of 
these were found in eontrgaoaa districts, 
Bengal owes its large proportion toeasiml 
and tomporarj^ herder moyements from 
Sylhet anti G<mlparap to a number of 
students and busiticss men being 
in Caleuttaf and to the new tea gardens 

southern border of Sj Ihet* The Bnnaa figures are due partly to ordinary border 
mevemfints from Mumpur and tho Luahai nills, and partly to visits of traders; 
It IS difficult tc acoaunt for about 300 Jiuhammodaas of Assam, most of them born 

hf “'Tn ■" The few hnndrc<ls of Assara-horn people 

ound 1 a Dibar and Onss^ the United Provinces, Central Provinces and Maflras arc 
probably ^ade up of children of repatriated tea-gurdon coolies, and a few men of 
the educated classes and traders. Tho 505 persons returned from the North*West 
1 Assam were all males; they represent probably men of 

a Gurklia battalion and otbors m misoeJ la noons posts in militarv employ ; thev wore 
coimted across the border m military aroaa and tVe Census Supapintendeat was unable 
te give me particulars of their actual districts of birth. In the Punjab and Faited 

th~4r„' 

1 „i of emigronts outside India is not known; only 10 have been ronortad 

mt the number probably amounts to several tliousands, made up of nepsmis in 
E^po, m ^epa], on steamem and across the frontier in independent territory The 
last ^tegoi 7 , I am informed by Mr. Hutton, is not inconsiderable in the NaS' HillL. 
lor instance, a larjge part of the Serna Kaga country is outside British territorv anjl 
Sonw. froffl tho Nop, Rill, duitriat aro ®n.taoH,-^biting riltag® cJi ("o „7p«Si 
Site, thii» mmt have feea partmlfy discounted, however, by the non-avnehronous 
census, which gave the tie jure population. A goodly number of Svlhet men so to 
Mft a. and firemm ; in 1911, f,2l „[ thtse ivere ®nsu.«l in Cjlomlm lXm. 

but at this census we have recerved no returns from ocean-going steamers. 

Nearly all the men supplied to the array and to Labour Corps in the War hci.n 
returned but there are still some EoyalPield ArtUlery’^nd Sr transpori 
away on fore gn service We have had no returns of tlieso whSo they ?ro outeHe 
India. Nor h^ any information of the Assam*bcirn been recieved Irom Europe Neoal 
has no census figures, and we cannot oven guess the number of emigrants fo^ Ncpal.^ 

6S. Subsidiniy Table III shows those born in one natural dividon and enumerated 
fiUffrationwtthinth&prBvfhge. poother. The internal movements Iwtweeu divialonfi 
I V t! 1 lo/xAft very small. Of 1,040,000 immigrants to the Brahma¬ 
putra Valley, only 18,000 came from the other divisions of the proviace* h X 

»f 2 * 9 . 000 ! in tto 13.000 rat of 

Tho&e proportiDKis are mm 1©3S tlian they were m 1911* * 

the Surma Valiev 

to the Brahmaputra Valley, mainly to Nowgong district. From the hills. paX{ 
corae dowu in the cold weather for trade and for contract work, such as rani ! 

pi^dens. Small but oomtant movements are noticeable from thn N*™ 
HiUs to North Cuchar and from the North Cachar Hills to Nowgong; in Tlie 
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iij£e the reasoa is probably the desire to escape GoTcmment Inliotir oblhiatioQS; in 
the latteft it i%,a'l^e(l that the j^d in Notth Caebar has been ttver-Jhumed, ^foity 
oP the hilts imniigrants from the plains are officials at the headquarters of GovcTQincQt 
and of districts^ as well iw traders and ccntructors. 

63. Subsidiary Table IT Rhows the proTtncial baloiicc of migratioa for Btitish 
sumnwy. territorjf and for Indian Stotes, The balance in favour of 

A 3 .«ara is enormous and as I have explained in previous 
paraipaphsi the birth place statistics, which give a proportion of 16 per cent, of Immi¬ 
grants, do not account for all as they leave out the immigrants’ descendants bom in 
the province A better estimate of the t<ita] number of foreigners and their descend¬ 
ants will be obtained by adding the estimates I have made for the three great classes* 
« e , millions for the tea industry, 300,000 for Eastern Bengal colonists in tie 
Assam Valley and 101,000 for Ncpalts. This gives 1,737,000 to which about 100,000 
may be added for all other clao^s, such as casiml visitois from Bengal to Sylbet and 
Uia mils, peHcdic immigrant labourers from Bihar, and the quota frrm Burma. Tho 
total populatioDi foreign aud of foreign eatToctiDn, is thus estimated to be at least one 
and five-sixths million^ or about 23 per cent, of the whole population of Assam, 
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SUCSIDlAftr TABLE L 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE UL 


Mifration doiioeea aafmrai diciiitns [aeiaat /jKWf) tomparei witA 191U 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE IV. 

■ 

^igralhit heltcten ikt Pt^vinee^ ManipUTf and athtr partt if ladin^ 
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CHAP. IV,—IIEUOIOJT. 


CIIAFTEIUV. 

RELIQIO.V, 

64. Tn preriom census ro[>orts i!isffimio:ie on wrtaia aspects of varioiw rell'jions 
scon^, .nd intiTi'stin;; (lesoriptioas of Lboit oorem nit** ” nnd 

"<» of oujFstotns have found a pbiCO, For in#tanceui 1011 attempts 
, fiiade t) rc-define and descrihe Hindnl^m and 

Amaiism, and a note on the oljronol- gy of Sankar Ueb and Ghaitanva wa* 
wven. Iti tbe present rejtort tbe« pomte can lot bo sono into: it is c->nsidfired 
that enough Utcratnie on the snbjecte exists already and that tre must no«* bo 
limited ela-iely to tlie atalistiCH and their meaning, vnth disc.twHon only of the factors 
that have inauenced Tariiitions and of mw matter br mglit to light, ia the last ten 
y^rs. The chief Census information is oo lUiin'd in Imperial Table Vt. ivbich 
gives figures by sex and district for all tfui- cltief religions. Imperial Table V shou's 
rcligiou in towns and Table XV shows Christians by sect and race. Sects of Hindus 
were not retarded at this Census or in llHl. Interesting accounts of the bifttorical 
aM doctrinal diffcroiicfis of the Suktists and Vaislinavgs and of the subsects of the 
latter tn Assam will be found in (he Provinoial Census reports of 18t)l urui 19'0l, 
Arraugenionts were mnde to ascertain the stcts of Jams and alsft the number of 
Shins-imui^ jrubammtdiins. Some c mfusion arose owing to the Br-ihma sect in 
Goalpava being ontcrwl at first ns Brahmo This form of Veilic Hinduism, to which 
many of the Meebes have turned, was noted on in (he Hill report, pam 37 . i’he 
mistake discorertsd and rectltied in timiL Genemllj the answer givun hy eiich 
person to the quesfion “ ivhat is your religion ? " was nccepttid and entered in the 
wnsus schedulo and no attempt was made to alter the returns. In cn<e of the 
Animist-Hiodu and Animist-Chiistiin border lines some difficultiL'O aod doubts have 
arisen, to whieh I shall advert in the disciisition of each separate relimon. In all 
other cases the statistics may bo considered accurate. 

The four Subsidiary tables of this chapter show (1) tbe g^ertil distribution and 

growth of each religion at the lust five oen- 
Aaaam. j distribiitiou by districts of 10,000 

4,362,%7t each main religion ; (III) v.ariation in 

* ^’IsaedT “U“l‘®‘'ofChriatiaa8 by districts at five 

* I32!io 6 ; and (IV) religions per 10,000 

* ... 1 d ,620 of urban and rural populations respectlvc- 

, !!' i'oo 9 statement in the margin gives 

. 659 the nnaiher of adherents of each reli'non. 

Indus are in abstiluto majority over 
7,990,246 religions, forming more than 

Hnhamm^ans are over a quarter, and .in^^ts TO^mcSfiat^lvsiT tbfn onn4^™Jfi 

nuodftieth of the provincial toiaL at 
last censns^ Hindus preibminate m the Bi^ilimaputra Valiev. Mubammadans the 
Surma Valley and Auimists ia the Hllb division, ' the 

65. Accretion to the ranks of the Hiiidus from the aboriginal tribes has continued 

Hindus. steadily, but hy no means evenly in all disliricts. In thw 

,.. 11*11 IT I * s-vr ,, Pu tins Kachftris of ilto Brahmanutm Valiev 

anilbiU K«rh.m of North C-ctar .iiincultieo o-cre roporlod obout oXi” H do 
DoiioKmlor. bp«i| dismolioed to writo ibc ;vl,Uom Aoimisb ,« Eioito A 
tbo Wgono Kocboris wewjo M,or to lot onostdored os rngotor modus Shot tl“? 
Mkedtoberale^oo Sokloo m Iho caito o..lfl.on oo well a, Uindo by Si'™ 
Some North Oodior people M„ti„ petilio,,, thol they were beiog eotemi os aSi"' 
o tboosb tl»y mode onmml olteniig, to <m image of Kali Ld thereby rendered 

T o ' Siwn to cater them o, niodoa 

they stated t^t they ^re », I„ other coses it Vos suggested that certsiu Xh 
should be entered as Hmdu « mnlty * 1 .^,. u.t.i . . i pwjpn 


Rad tone. 

Hindu 

Muaaiman 

Animlat 

Christian 

Buctdhiat 

Jain . . 

Sikh 

Bran mo 

Mlocellaneous.. 


Total 


rVi - i ■'*1 ,1-j ru i supported by llieir RUTwrviwre, Goaemllv 

I thiidt they didtte ligores omyo this l,y showiog a oonsederoHo ioeXTS 

Cot^r. whew tietc was a slight deereato io the whole popolatio^ 

1“* “ ®“ '■“S'"' "‘il primitiTO prootiocs »oftou'eontinoo 

? “"'"Onia (»"d eoatributiiasl that moio mntX 

uniformity by tho onumcmting ata0 wm inevitable. ^ ^ 
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Dhe of tho prorince ai-e m'vdo up of tho same elomoats as at prorbus 

census:—(1) ttjp indisfenous Hmlu pupuhtion anti old conTorts, vrith their 

descendants, (2) new couverts from Aaimism. and (3) immsi'rarits—cliioflf tea garden 
eoolies. The drat class iaolnde: all us tally knotva as lUnlus, from Brahmans to 
CLamars and Ifelitar^, Altimugh Ihcre has been a good deal of discussion, largely in 
connection with recent political movements, about the levelling up of lower castes 
and brotnerliiiod of all fmm the religions and human stanlpomis. it appears to l>u 
still in the domniti of talk and not of practice, kbr instauee, one distnet oiBcer 
invited a young higlV'Caste official of the locd brannh of the Rational 0 mgross to 
bring dv6 Hindus and five Muhammadans of the hhadrahk class to dine at liia (the 
Deputy Co mm issi liner’s) espimse with five muaiuical sweepL-rs. He was mot uith a 
«o»-po**wTO'(r. Asked how this could be regarded as pnogress towards oue of the 
avowed coals of his party, the leader replied "We cannot dine together thus yet, 
but wc can con tern plate it. A short time ago I could nnt even think of such a 
thing." There is no dimhi that educated Hindu opinion has hiavid'ened in the decade: 
1 have received notes from several curre«ix>ndents on this. The majority ooiisider 
that the influenoe of drahmans is waning (but tliis is not tike case in Manipur). The 
rigidity of seveml religio ts rules itnd cust^mia is being relaxed graduall.v. It is impos¬ 
sible to mention all these, such ns entry uf cooksheds, toucliiug of the polluting 

by touch of certain castes, and penance after travel to foreign countries, Oue instance 
cited by an A'»tmesc gen tie man may be given: he writes that Chutiyas and high clt^ 
Ahoms* who were formerly not allowed to do so, are nowadays being gralually permitted 
to enter the oockdiwils of some eban caste Hindus excepting ilrihmans. Enquiry 
has also shoym tli i.t the innlusion of Ahoms in the list of castes not Hurvod by good 
Bmhmans as family priests (page 40, Assam Census report of 1011) was not justified 
fully hy the facts. 

This broadening of vieyv and decline of Brahman intlncnoe is ascribed to modem 
education, to Brahmans adopting secular occupations, and to influence of foreign 
service conditions on those who went to the war. li'Uch an experienced observer as 
Kfli Bahadur Aghor Nath Adhikiiri of Silohar says hlntitly " nowadays the leaders are 
freethinkers." It is of course tufsl noticeable in the towns and appears rather in the 
attitude of Uindu,s of higher cat^tbs towar.ls heterorlox custOiTLs among themselves (o.^., 
going to foreign countries, or uatiog forbidden things) than in any increased brother¬ 
hood towards the so-called lower Caitea- Social and political movements bavo certainly 
made more sennus attempts to improre the status of castes regarded as untouchable, 
hut much of this has been verbal, and it is noteworthy that Hindu and ah original 
recruits to recent advanced political views had gonetaily to be obtained by promises 
of material beneflt; where these were absent, the number of Hindus of the uneducated 
classes in the movement was very sranlL Many of those generahy regarded as lower 
castes have ciuoeairated their elTorts at improvement in social status on Uie c^st a 
oolumu at the census, getting a ditferont, and what they cousidurud a better, etitry ; 
to thiij *ynd also they have tended towards more ortbodiixv in rtligio'K tnattors, cousi - 
dering that uon'Orthodox will be regarded iks undvilLuvl praciicc^. Hi ml us form 34 fi 
per esnt. of the population of tlie ppovinoe. In 11/11 tho propfirti m wjw 54'4. Fw 
■ ——— » bistorrciii rca^yons, de^ribiMl in 
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the kavt census report, they 
are most nu mi TO us in the 
Brahmaputra Valley, with 
nearly (i9 per cent.*; in the 
Surma Valley they form -Mif! 
and in the Hills only 2ij'7 of 
the whole population, bihsa- 
gar nud LakhimpuT have the 
b'ghcst proiwrtions, both for 
historical reasons and because 
timse two districts are as yet 
almost untouched by the 
Mulinmmadan incursion from 
Eastern Bengal- The inerense 
in the ten yoara in the Hindu 
population of As^m is nearly 
321,000, or 13'(i per cent , a 
rate ^ slightly higher than the 
provincial increase, 14 3 per 
cenk In the Brahinaputra 
Valley and the Hills tLoprupor- 
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CHAP. IT.—helirios. 


tioBate iacreases are higher tlmii the natural iticreasos for the general population 
whUo the Surma Valley shows a Hindu hiCi-easo of ooly 1*1 against a natural grow'tU 
of -1 i>or cent, among all re%ious combined. 

In file Brahmapntm Valley natural increase, importation of Hindu coolies to 
toi £:arileas and conversion of .Inimbts all contribute to the increase, which appears 
in all districts. lu Kamrup, Dtirrang and Nowgong lirgo ineroases of Riodus coiro- 
spond with dooreases arn' iig the Animistsj the new converts are chiefly plains 
Xuchnris, Mikiis and Miris. 

The inorcost; of Hindus in the fliUs divbiou is duo largely to rmtiir il growth 
of the Manipuria. In this division, ChristiaEiIty is the chief proselyfisiug religiou. 
ExcepHu thc North Cachnr Hills and among the hill tribes of Matiipur wheiv they have 
moveil into the valley tiividon of the St.ato, Hindiiiism lias raado no headway against 
Aiiiinbni, In the Lnshai Hilts fhorois hut a slight increase; the Gato HilJa show 
a decrease of nhout 3.U00 ; an inmase of 2,000 Hindus in the Naga HiiU comes 
from transfer of Uic^ Dimapur area from Sihsigar district ; and the 4,000 iucrease 
in the Kliasi and Jaintia Hills is attrifiutabte to .Vepalcso Hindn immltrants and to 
increase of otUcinls and traders at Sbilbtig. North Csehar Hindus have increased 
by 4000 and now f.:mn 70 per cent of tbe populaliun of the euhdivision ; this 
number with an increase of Christ wns, corr^.-sponda with the dropiu the number of 
Animlsts, among the bill Kneharis. 

For the Surma Volley low pereentago of inci>oase, Sylhet h respruisihle, that 
district having only SOO more Hindus than in 1911 ; the general low mto of growth 
in Sylhet, dcscnbecl in Chapter I, combinol with the depression in rea and oon*equent 
df^reasc of garden coolies, account for this. Child mapringe is not common? but 
widoiivhood forms an appreciable factor whoa we cotnparc the Hindu rate of increase 
with that among Miihammaiians : the latter probably gain in vitality by a more 
genHrou.s diet and in vital stutlstics by widow remarriage, and to a Jess extent by 
plurality of wives. UofortuuateJy. our vital statistica cannot be uied in nny conclu¬ 
sions on comparative rates of incronsc of the diiferent rclidons, for they *give only 
death-rates by seiwimte religions, while the reoorded birth-rate is for all ooinhiRc<l 
Cachar plains, though also affectetl by the tea slump, has an increase of] 4000 
Hindus, or nearly 5 percent. 
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08. iluhammadans have iucreviod in every district of the province except 
Muhamm^.r»«. Jaintia Hills, tlio total increase for Assam 

being nearly 320,000. or ID'S per cent, of the 1911 

total. They stm form over half the population in the Surma V^nllcy, w here they 
have greem by 6*5 per cent, in spite of ihe advorsp condiiions and without being 
reinforced by immigration. In Sylhet tiie incrcaae is 09,U00 or over 5 per cent 
while the net district increase for all religions is only 27 per cent. I have minted 
out in the provbus paragraph the ml vantages they have over Hindus in certain 

respects. In Sylhet, in every yvar of the decado except 1911. and eapcdiilly in 

tbe influenza years, the Muhammadan recorded death-rafo was much liiKher than that 
of the Hindus. There is no obvious reason for this, but it seems that the Muliami"*^ 

dan advantage over Hindus in the birth part of the statistics must have been __ 

account for the compnra- 
live variation in numhere of the 
two comnmnities. In the Brah¬ 
maputra Valley the majoriiy of 
tbe Eastern Bengal immignints 
are Muhammadans; tlio result 
is reflected in the enermous 
growth of 65 per cent, over the 
1311 Muhammadan population 
there. The followers of Islam 
now form over one-seventh of 
the Valley population, agaiust 
one-iJjith in 1911, In the 
Hills Muhaiomndaus are few; 
there is a growth small in 
numhors (4400) but amount- 
ing to 17 per cent, of the List 
census tot^. This increaiie is 
due to natuml growth of i he 
’Slanipuri Musolmans and in 
Ics degree to influx of Eastern 
Bengal settlers into the Caro 
Hills plaiuz mauz^. 
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In the census report it was pointed out that most of the Surma Valley Mnsal- 
mazis are desconilants of local conTcrts dating frotn the Aluharnimuian ioTasioa of the 
1-tth century, while the Assam Valley Mii$aJm;iD9 are dcsecndants of the survivors 
of invading armies, and also recent immigrants from East Eua^ai. Kew oonversions 
to Mnlmnitnadanism are rare. The Manlvis prefer rather to expound the seripturt^ 
to the i'airhfnl than to attract infidels. In the few oases that do occur, the noiv 
Muslim converts arc not placed under any reiigloui or sicial diiiahilities, cooial 
customs have not changed enough to influence the statistics in any way. 

In 1901 sects of Muhammadan'S wore recorded ; the vast majority ware foumt 
to ho Sunnis. In 1911 sects were not catered. As the (juestion of the number of 
Shias was raised in ParUamoot in 1990, it was decided by the Local Govornment 
to hnVO the sect recorded at the 1931 coasna lor Shias only. Practically nil I ho 
Muhammadans of Assam are Sunnis, The oumlvel* of Shias rettirnod in tii> province 
was only In 1991, wUeu sects were last recorded, Shias numbered -^,73 1. 

67. The beliefs known as Animistic were descrihod in the hist Census report. 

Soibiifi; Briefly, the word ^ used as a general term for the reli¬ 

gions of all primitive tribes ; the census Lnstmetion was 
" where a person has no recognised religion such as Christbu, Hindu, Huliammadati, 
etc., his tribe should be entered. This will geuorally be the case with Santals, 
Garos, Lushais, JUiklrs, Kacharis, etc.-' 


At the last Census the Ammista had increased by as much as 10 per cent, of 
their 1901 total, that is to say, more rapidly than the general pojiulation. This 
result was asoribedjiy Mr. MoSwiney partly to immigration and paitly to greater 
accuracy in recording religious. At this census the rate has dropped to 1*4 per cent. 

absolute increase ia only 17,361 and tliis is more tlmu accounted for by immigra¬ 
tion and by areas newly ceusused in frontier districts. The immigrants are^ on 
tea gardens au increase of 46,000 Santala, Muudas, Oraons, Gonds and others, and 
in the Lusha! Hills nbout 4,000 Chins from Burma. Kew tracts give about 33,000 
Konyaks, Abors and Mishmis. 


Leaving out the 72,000 thus accounted for there is a substantial decrease of 
Aiiimists. The rcsBOnB are (1) conversion to Hinduism; (2) oonvemion to Christiau- 
ity 1 (3 J the ioilueiiia epidemic. Of (1) I have T-imorkod in paragrftph 65 above. 
Absorption of membors of aboriginal tribes^ in the Eiadu fold has gone on in tlie 
well-known manner in the plains, in Manipur and in the North Cachar ifills, 

The niarginal statement {taken from 
Impprbil Table Slllj gives sornc idea 
of the results in a few tribes. It is only 
an approximation, since variatiuns in 
accuracy of the return of religion at the 
two esnsu’ses cannot be ruled out ia thcfio 
cases; further, it does not sboiv tliose new 
converts who have adopted Hindu ciste 
names in place of their tribal names. 
Tlie advaaee of Christianity will be dfe- 
eussoflm the next paragraph ;ft drop of lO.fino in the number of Auimists in the 
LusUni HiOs is the meat striking point under this bend. The third reason, inflnetizn. 
is exemplified in tbe^ Noga Hills and the Jowai subdiviiion of the Khnsi and Jaintia 
Hilts, In the Naga Dills, if we exclude the new area added, the genera! popnlation 
sliowB a very small increase : the old auimists bova not grown in number, but have 
hist both by influenza and by convorBioiis to Ghristiamty. In JowEti, where tije 
ptipuJaiion is nearly 30 per cent, animistic, there was a general drop of 6'7 per cent 
owing to influenza nnd etber bad con-iitians of the decade. 


TrltMSi. 

1921. 

1911, 

Hindu. 

Ar.lmist. 

Hlndu^ 1 

AnlmlaV 

Chutlya ^ 


22 

90^25 

2,4^7 

Oaro 


i$aH4^3 

506 

143 S45 

KficHarl 

73. mz 

130.074 

00.235 

tfiOjeiOT 

t^l u n(? 

3,3S4 

S7.679 

1 4^ 

3S.723 

M!k,lr 

10 977 

100.652 

1 730 

104.341 

M Irl 

4^ 1 

^.301 

13,400 

44.332 
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CEAr. TV.—EELKJrOS. 



The numher of Animisls jM*r 10,000 of the population U now only 1,678, aaainst 
1.765 in 1911. la nil divi^ioiis thorc has been a fall in the comparative niimher, 
owinff to the large gains hv the otlier reJigioas. In the Bmhmapufra Valley only is 
there an actual incroase (2 t,O00). Lakhinipuc and Sibsag-ir Imvo gained owing to 

inoren^Kl imtnigraliiin of 
aboriginal tribe^imen from 
Chola Xagpur and other parts 
to the ten gardotis. Hoalpam 
has earned by Iniluz of J^antal 
and llecb settlers into the 
Eiistcrn Dunrs, and probably 
also !iy natural growth among 
the Animists as ntnoug the 
general itopulation. Sadjya 
Frontier Tract ahovrs a cotiaid- 
or able proportion owing to 
census of new ara^s coutivm* 
ing Singpbo, Aber and ilishmi 
villages. The other throe 
districts, Kamrup, Dari-ang 
and Nowgong, have large 
indigen; I us Anitnist poniila' 
tions ol Kneharls, Haohflw, 
^iikirs and Lalungs, as weli 
as ganten cwlics frcjm other 
parts of India. They have all 

^ --- hi«t by convcrditis to Uin- 

ilu’sm j Kamrup cspticialJy shows a big drop from UO.OOO to 102.000 Anitnists, 

The Surma Valley Aniinists are few ; the number has declined by 700 to 11,S79. 
Tbo Hills division, where Aiiimists pretlominato, shows n drop of nearlvGOOO 
but still has C7i>,000. Tho Lushai Uills is responsible for a heavy decreofc and "the 
Ahasi and Jnintia Hills for less, the Andmist lass lieiiig Christian aani. In North 
Cachar, Animists are fewer by about 5,000 - most of these have gone over to Hin- 
dmatn. Tho other bill districts show increases. 

68. The inoroasc of Chmtiansis mnarkable. The progrCKiro decennial increases 
Chrirtain*. shown Itt Subsidiarv Table III. The num- 

her m the province li»s almost doubled in the last ten 
years and represonts now over 1-6 of tho wliole population, i'he percenfaae of 
mrK'afe in the Brahmaputra Valley is 82, io the Surma Valley it is 2^ and in tho 

Hills 111. Tim community p strongest in tho Hills, whore (he h-iTobeeti 

most active, and wltorc Hinduism has generally not penetrated much. 

In the Hilli as a wlioLo there are now £21- Christians ia evorv lO.OfM) 
of the popukUoa, agai^t *i23 at tho last consus. lo the Khasi and Jdntia 

Hills a sixth and in the Lusbai Hills over one^fourth of the nonulntinn are 

Khasi Hills, where the movement ia oldest, the iooreaso 
Inis been imly 31't} por con*. posHibly owing to curlaitmeut of staff and wort in 

The Calvinistic Mothodista. the princiimt body worLg. 

iTio spread of Cliristmuity m Uie Luslmi HiUs is plu^nomeoal. There l as 
been a sort of revivalist wave over tho whole Lushai population. The district has boon 
(It^nbednsa m^^-movemont area; the movement is duo lo the Woish Mission at 
Aijal and in less degree to the London Baptists at Lungleii, with a anowliall svstem of 
preaching by local eonvei^. In a district of 7.000 square miles sparsely p^pled by 
less than 100,OM pecple, there aro now 27,000 Christians wliero ten veari Ld there 
were only two thousand At present it is quite the fashion to bo a Chrisiiau^d even 

inclined to cast doubt on the 
accuracy of tho figures and su^ested that Eoalous Christian enumerators mir^bi; have 
madfl Gutrics according to their own wislios rather than tiiD facts. Tlio^’Snoerio- 
teadent, hott'cvor. thinks tho case is rather the reverse. :Mr. Seott tested m.anv 
eutrios lumssir, and he quotes an instance of tho rigorous standard adonted hv tho iin V 

the young scontidral was so greedy that he failed to say his grace betero meals ! On th“ 
oihcr Laud, a mad woiunn of na Animist family was entorad as a Gliristinn, ns sbealwavs 

r? 'mF/u being sung. I a the other LUl 

di^ncts the community is not yet so strong, but aJi aho.v vm largo pronortiomiti 

incrau^ In Mnmpur, where tho missions are working nmon^thc MLl rSi 

Christians nuoibor ever 4,000 agaiust 132 in 1911. a *'& luc uiu iribcs, 
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In tlie Surma Val]e^, as might be expected from tbe firm positions of Ilimluisni 
and Mulmmniii^nism and the paucity of AmmisfSt Cbristiatiity bos little hold. The 
number of Christians has, however, increased to 3,300, These are mostly tea garde a 
ooolies who were Christians before they emigrated to Assam. There are also a few 
ei^'Namasndms of the ordinary population. 

In the Brahmaputra Yallcy all districts have Laoreased their numhers of 
Christians. Goalparo ms the largest number, IP,312, and also the greatest increase, 
as uill be seen from Subsidiary Table III. This is due to the activity of the Luther¬ 
an Mission, referred to in the next jiaragraph. In the other districts of the vrdley 
nifjst of the Christians are found among the tea-garden immigrants, though the missioiis 
Iiave had some success also among primitive tril>es, such as the ^Ukirs, 

Examination of the ago statistic-! iu Impoiial Table Til shows that Christian 
converts are made in fair numbers at all ages. The proportion of child^n aged 
under 10 is somewhat less among Christians than among the general populanon. In 
the age groups from 10 to 30 the proportion is greater for Christians, Thereafter, 
tlie general population has the higher proportions, progressively os the ages inm^. 
As conditions of life do not differ greatly between the Christians and the Animistg 
from whom the great bulk of the converts come, we may fairly deduce that the period 
from 10 to 30 years of age is the most popular for conversion: this is possibly due 
to the iailucnce of mission schools on present and post pupils. Since material 
inducements are not offered and the help and advice of the Missi-onarles is not denied 
to followers of other religions, it appears that the chief motive of the converts in 
adopting Christianity is religions; though no doubt the care and attention diKjdayod 
iu mission hospitals and echoola is & contributory cause by example. There are as 
yet no signs of any movement towards forming a national or independent Indian 
Christian Church in Assam, 


69, The distribution of Christians in districts by sect and for three race divislpna, 

European and allied races, Anglo-Indians and Indians, 
Mi»tona, ^ The marginal statement 

shows the Provincial figures for sect in brief. Sixty per cent, of Europeans arc 

members of the Church of England, 10 
per cent. Presbyterians and 12 per cent. 
Eoman Catholios. Nearly hai f the Au glo- 

Indian community is Eoman Catholic. 

w 

Among Indian Christians almost half ore 
Presbyterians and over one-third arc 


ChrliftlarvB^ 


Aflctun. 

ProtfiAtAnt 

Ni> 


jfvydiil’ 

XufArjniiri m« — — 

-p. 

PW- 

HA 

7,#C7 

Catholic 

net mtum-cd 

v-ii 

■ ■1 

5,410 

Total 
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Baptists, 

Boman Catholics are distributed fairly evenly over the tea districts, with a few 
hundreds in each ; most of these arc garden coolies but some are local converts. In 
the Khasi Hills there arc over 2.000 Catholics, The llission working is the Homan 
Catholic Mission of Assam, with branches in Cachar, Sylhet, Kamrup, Darrang and 
the Nhnsi and Jaintia Hills. The Germans of tim Mjssion hare been replaced by 
Frenoh and Belgian fathers. 

Among Protestant sects, the Church of England !ms most of its adherents in tho 
Brahmaputra Talley, there being over 2,000 each in Darrang and Sibsajspir. The 
Society for the propagation of the Gospel h working iu tho four upper districts of the 
vaHoy, Lntherona are almost confined to the Brahmaputra Talley ; those on the tea 
gardens are looked after by the Evangelical Lutiieran (Gossner’s) mission, which has 
stations in Darrang and Lakbimpnr and which came to Assam to father its 
emigrant converts. The largest and most flourishing Lutheran community is, however, 
in Goal para under the Santa! Mission of the North era Churches (Scondiaavian), which, 
maintains a colony and owns a tea estate, to which are brought Santals from Oliota 
Nogitur, These missionaries also work among the Meohe^ outsido the colquy. Tkeir 
followers in the tlintriot have increased from 2,100 to 3,400 in ten years. 


Baptists have more than doubled their numbers since 1911, Their mbsionB 
have boon vary nctive, working in almost every district where the IVelBli illasion has 
no brunch. In Lungleh subdivision of the Lushni Hills the success of the London 
Baptist mhston has already Ijoen noted ; in North Lakh imp ur the Canadlin, and in 
Garo Hills, Kumnip, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Sadiya* Naga Hills and Manipur, the 
American Baptist missions arc established. Their converts are chiefly members of the 
aboriginal tribes. In every one of these mission districts the increase of Baptists has 
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Uieir Chruti»iijt^n,?did tliev sS^ w apprawi to hori) renounooil ooHrely 

otp«,v„., etc. iool«rrao,i- 

than anything oho aiul thcT "ore enloJl i !i..Lr]l. Animism 

JleuSSt^Sl?,; wSunlrf^b w-iTknr.'^ "T'^' CalfinisHa 

iu tlii^ Khrisi and Jaintia Hilk T iioKa' tt religiousi odtioationniatid mcdicaJ. 

Inahni HilUlSab^ desfr^ X™ Caclwr and Sjlhet. The snncm. in iha 

said to have taken place in the province The "S.?”a w group TOnvecston can bo 
rose oulv by 8 000 to infirm ™.h Kiiasi nniJ Jamtia Hiila Pposbytt^riaiis 

vcaaeoeiJ:rto‘^‘:„^£jXaTaSd^S Wg8«r resnfla 

Suma Valley wbem th^^ mfeefs^n i. as noted in para';rapli 6§. Jn tfig 

there Ina been n oonjidorable increasoclassy such as Namasuciras, 
In Aratijpur, l,m>4 Prosbvterians anticar decrease in SyJhet. 

Jill tribes oa the bolder of Man Kufcb anil other 

This mission took « Ce.isosVrSi^l HiU'fmeU. 

ffcnei-al census, and the result differ^ concurrently witli tho 

reason; it ma? be due to dauht nf ilm k a i from our^, I cannot give fbe 

amthenrotehkeirt^be XvMfc ^ »ur BgmS 

roeciredaro^he'chiScircrGod'*f'lmCTican'*M" Im» been 

Saivniion Army, « thi LcS^ flms TbW 3*“"- »■"! tie 

than J.,000 and have been olasAfitI 11 njldiir* \r' vi of the former number less 

of the latter was started in 1919^” a vonn”°LtisV k ^“'’"’““tioua. The work 
Oalcutla^ and hail been convortnji anS attended n meeting in 

few -irmv converts on Army The 

Baplisla' In 192^ Tam iSIa K™“ PraibTterikns “r 

is over 5U0* number of enrolled soldieni^' ia tbe distrios 

70. Ibe Bud.ibists of the provineo have increased from 19 600 to 13 609 mm i 

'? /“.“IW Of the '“p„S.®'Thrto 

?ro"''Of Traclt in which districts^the^Sro dcsSaSo^^^ 

Altana, Khamtk, PhakiAifl Ttiv...«v» 1 ** -r ® ‘^“''iRcbc iramiffranN _ 

scaltuned cbiyfly in the ilrkhmapiSra Valiev'’Imi arc several hundreds 

mde«, Nc-paleJe immisrantsSIlLu Zl 

the ^cjialis, however retumed tlniifieAitena ^ Chittag-ing const, Most of 

Manipiir tlie Buddhists (over 1,000) are more recoot^i'^* * Luahni Hills and 

increase of Buddhists is duo ? ^ immigrants from Burma. The 

on the Sadiya Frontier hoinlncwi^cens^d ^ to some Khumtt vilJttgee 
one Buddhist monnstary^ in Sibsagar district ' ^ immigratiou. There is 

^ The dains are all 7f5 ST 

3.rr„.n.yi„w nnd 

Bxiccial enquiry was made in ShiUoni^ where onjergd m Hindus, A 

retiirue t as sfains, and it w'as foujid thiwVlio ni't those morcliants were 

(^erefare, that the figures for other districts I think, 

^.n.U9n of Indm, Bombay, nttomot, wnm 


Swatitmba.r 
Diafirnbar 
Sthiinakvaial 
SgcI un»p«Dia{]4 


Total 



from the large number^ 
that most of them did net know, or did 
not care to distiaguieh, their scots. Nona 
of the mao Bwotambars returaeJ hlmaelf 

nnmorousmNowgongandLakbimpnr. where there ato S> c^tecs."" 
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No 4i'fau crc ccasused ia Assam* There are 559 BrahmoB 
Kearlv half of these were at SiiiUoni?. doubtless owing to the pr^ence of the Cioverament 
Calcutta vJ.itors. It is admitted on all sides that ^emnfi^c the rigour ot 
mlti rulffi is responHhle for the low ntimber of Brahmos : hberai-muided 
aud Bengali people lind that tlioy can now hold what tjcvts they pU-aw and reguhdc 
thdr coudutf much as they p’oaso while still rctafniug the name of Hindu. On the 
other hand there appears to be no tendency for Brahmos to be feabsorbetl ni 

Hinduisna. ^ * 

73. Details are given on the title-page of Imperial Table VI of the 3)0 

whose religions are clti.*!S‘id as minor on aecnunt 01 tncir 
ntimericdl iiisigniliQatico. Among these are a few Jews, 

■ aT iAjiAfi nilcii W ll I U^li 


MtseaHanwus. 



no 

rrdiffion 411 tho«o of jndelinitO oem i were lufiuiaieu *«■ 

veaf^he Census Commissioner decided to omit them from TaWe X\ a^ iKung out of 
Jkce in a table which purports to show^ Chnslinns only. Umtarmns number J3o. 
most of whom are in the Khasi Hills, where they havo a church. 

A few interesting and sometimes cryptic entries wore found m the religion 
ealiann of the schedules. In Sihsagar some ecume^tora entcr^ the 
as tiifi ilfiama, which might have meant primeval or principal, acceding to the 
meaning assigned to the Sanskrit Jrfi. Enquiry show^ that the people w_orc Ani- 
ini^te and correction was made acciirdingly ia tho Central oGice. One Luropc^ftu 
offici.ll retumad himself tis an Animi^t, holding tliat tliw woa the nearest ot the 
common words in use to describe the bi-liefs lie held. Only one person, a Mily 
educatoil Indian official, describeil himself as an atheist; the entry disappeared from 
Assam hovrever, as ho was absent on the final census day. Two or throe porous of 
reallv ^mwant it, Europoans usiiifi bouwhuld seh'^ules, amnsod theiiiselTcs by such 

entries a-s Brimilive Esceptioaht and Nothing orian. 

•7^ Of tho total tca-^irdea population of 922.000. over 7SSO00 or nearly 65 per 
73. Of tho total tea Animi.ts number 110,900, about 12 

DallClon qn taa-ffanlsr#, t^jt^l, Ugamst a proportion of U htllo OVLT 

Onorcont in 1011 ! thi. Iioinh to till* incHMBOil wciuilLng tfoo) Cliola Kagimr amt 
cS."pBvincia animistin tribes. menUoneJ in ihe iKt elmptot under toa-ganlcn 

immiaration, , i 

ilusalmaus number only 10,000, a very sligbt increase on jjjc 1?” number. 
Other rdiigiuns account for 11,000, of whom about ume-tentlis are Christwus, 

74 Apart from the intrinsic interest of tho figures for the ditTerent religions* 
‘ ^ tabulated in tlie main tables which have boon quott d in 

Tjcit'olv" “■* '****" ' tlio fiircgolng disciissinti, religion appears as a basis of 

classification of most ot the statistics presented in the Impenol Tables. It has Ijeeii 

BU^'iested that this sv&tein should he abamloned in favour of some other classitit^tiou 
iS on si chil and economic condition. Religious dilTerenccs divide some y vertically 
and are no longer, it is said, iho deterniming faetyts in cudoms such ms early marriage, 
seclusion of women, treatment of chiidron ; such matters arc determined by horiMotal 
divisions of simety, differentbtod from one another by coonoimc and social conditions. 

In Assam, I’tbiuk the argument can bold only partially It k true tliat in some 
places and in some mattcis there are dlllcrenocB which ore detormiiied by eo^dcpa- 
tiotis other than those of rtligi m : for instance tbo Iti-v. G. G. Croaicr of Manipur 
quotes the case of Manipur Hindus who will ullow an Auionst from llieir own hiUa 
to enter tbeir cooksheds but will not allow a Bengali, even a Bmbman. to do sn 
because the Bengali Is a foreii^ner while the Mam pun A nimist is not. Apm a blind 
man of the Bajkumar casle wns being led by the arm by a Manipun Cbrtstian ; tbo 
blind man nccidentaUj touched Ids own cookhouse; pollntion was rcg.inlcd as having 
passed through him from the Christian and ihe shed bad to be demolished. Such 
iattances, however, do not usually refer to customs of demological importance. 

These are more often determined by tcrritorhl divisiotiB, and by caste, but 
nartlv bv roliglon. For iastance, both Hindus and AluUamrandans marry earlier 
tlmn'Auimists and ChrUUans, a fact proved again by our present census statistics. 
Tabulation bv territorial unite wo liava already ; caste we have also as a basis ot 
division, but this again is based largely on religious sanotion As I have shown above, 
there is a tendenev nm. 0 Dg tbose Hindu cai'tcs who are making efforts to rise in the 
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CHAP. ir.^RElTOIOy, 


£v vl by tho tofirlenc^ to fnirry 
tllO Yos-is iu flifTrtBrtnf 


fi-U m tha mykot. or evoa ^oing to ra.-irkot at all, .. 

If « a“„d™ t ctelfirtiojrZ'relHoir’? Sreit 'di.tS 

sliall ofinso much useful iuforuiatim M dfsapiiMi "rt''»n* nBrin'lf «“*» “1«3 iva 
Assam it is difficult to see vrlint hm™ agrtoultufsiJ ociuotry such 

omtlitions are to bo nut iu tbo iikon fii by eooaomfc and social 

pucuct diridc .be poopinulc c J«r<ho and‘Tb. "'o 

country, n c‘as d deal ion bv cocunatinn ^ tbo o«qs. In an mdinlriai 

>v.gos'|,cr b.al nb.re bS 

fiix'iologicanl information. Other divisions that Pi^biibiy viold valmiblo 

education and ivealth; for instance S tbosj of 

moans. cspccii'Iy the ?«aJia,«, now ktioirn vw c educated men of 

as Dj)s, tn be nflinred to miv freelv fn ntl mor ^'aisj’n, and somotimes 
with others of high: c^s cs lift tbe^ 

porulation, Aindu anv a^emnt ^ ^ minority of the 

t^a-ffuden pjpulation. Also we l-ave'’ nlrea Iv betorogeneity of ifuj 

dassification in a condUerabte measure • tho iVain fll s 'li^tricts, mcial 

fevihet repre^.it Bengalis of Sylhot, and Stmru^’ staid! foti f ^^present Naga^, 
immigration disturbs ihi ti«ures evorrwJml * p . A^meso raoFjs; though 
inamneing ra.i.us oustems J a 'iulS eort.Inly a factor 

e know th'\t the country is poor If the G ^n nu in if^elf. 

many people are aetnally above or bebur a certa^^^f ^ i S* 

certainly bo of increased value. To use tbo Pinttna* fn. rosnlts ivoul l 

n viist intensive economic eionhv howeJer ^r'Sfn tbo nature oE 

classmeation tlmt «'culd b/ o? Tim only other 

onltumi conditions. The practical diffiaul'tiSnF 
dJvhion by land tenuros^wotlT be S Lf 

have already divisioiL by distriots in all the Ln 11a T f ’ 

!« .aid that ..y .criourdlffoL^ to 

prqpnetorij and tenants, as such. ™ detected between peasant 

for iriformlion of uso W a tai7ua«To'puJ5,M«’‘““uj,^^^ ^.I'lir?, aad 

SI-x“u.:ou‘:u’n’. 

coolies ail 1 ordiiiai-y field bib jurhre. So far the tofoi-SS?^ Tutors, tun-garden 

our present scbedules. th iugb ^Vc.S tll£ TIh n « ^c obtained from 

neoe.sary,too‘>toin age. hiXph^l Lwmi^T wouM be 

of practical value, however, tho enormous class of order to be 

to be subdivide 1 and plitcjl in groans wtiir!h coni r cuUivators wouid hnA-e 

each other, aivi boroin liijs tho greatest (liffi niltS' If tho^k contralto i with 
eJa.s and climaiiccondiiions were equal 

simitlei wc oonid hike a i arbitrary ^overtv lme^h- o^?t?rrn T^ ^ boautifnlly 
of an area greater or Ik., than 2 bi-iia tL kmlil “‘iltiratioJ 

atfttisiics of ag.'. civ 1 omdition, religion "sos, /mnu^ratio infirm 'k'^ 

tbo otl er groups suggested above. “imioPatioQ, infirmities, by these nni 

Diiri'cetjeeg af rent or r^t'onu* r*iinfnM nhn^i t- ^j. 

BU:1 otUor lucul c)i,aitioii!( n-ould, iwev^, rei, to fluol 

ns tu l)o vi>?yaimi!iiliotnl.i»inmotil uiih ih' onUn«,7. ® ooiiipltoue,| 

citiun of I„«l muleatsiUcmout lo„ a Imo t, rLflf"* Tko clsssS- 

!io«oh^J„Ic,m..J.t,,li<,i:.bu u„„y u ou,X “7 ,^"'1 '!>" 00l:„„„, of 

>«ilI'o ‘wnsMu»bio‘ SiTh!'” 0 ?•"'?“ >'y 

ciillivuiors : thu“S“°“dnKaUS“wouM“^^ oTt 

Kh.sMmanluoul|l,oUmoultbut„ot SlXrif .1? “ '!>“ "oniSi 

for the cnumemiion than baa been * 0 = 11^0 tL I 

elia ihcition is nroposol for the oest oetJlLs/it would i^bablJ scheme or 

a sxall cmd rAbcr homogcaeous area as a sample be bettor to begin with 
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CBAP, T,—Aei. 


CHAPTER T. 

JOB, 

76. In this diaptertlie trejitment of Btafistica is Jimitod to considemtioa 
introciuctory- cottclu^tons wMolj mnj bo drawn from tliem on 

_ ftubJooU of the length of Hfe, the fertility of the 
people and the changes in thmr age distriTiution. Age in relation to sex macrhifle 
ertncation and infirmities is discussed in thoolmplors on those subjecU. The^lSus^ 
ties we arc concerned with ore contained in Imperial Table VII (ige sox and 
cml condition by districts and main roligions), supplementeJ by Prarlnoini Table VI 
(Tea garden population by age, sex and civil condition, Sibsagar district). There 
nro twolVO subsidiary tables appended to this chanter; the first of these ia prepared 

t\w last ioMT show fiirtliand death-rates as reitraetl in 

»?'* ‘I'" '«»»« Imporial Mile. 

V 11 anti Xiy (Civil oonditioD by age for selected castes). 

In ficrutinmng the tables aiwl areuments three points are to be borne in mind 

(1) the age suppled to bo recorded for en eh person is that of last birtbdav. »e it 
IS the number ef omrleJeJ pears an /Ae e mus ni^Ai, Jfareb 18/A | a child under 
Olio year waa to bo entered os infant, and paiticular instructions were given to S 
etium^torSfto this effect; (3) ourago j^ricKk inmost of the tables are shovn ai 

i®^Vi previous practice and with tbo stamhird 

forms prcKriW by tho GoTcrninent of India; these groups renrosont, howovCT 

n " S?‘.‘ “■?» b«t ore, 10, ete.’^ In’^vie/ot ou doflniaon 

?i ‘ J’”' designated a. 0-4. O-a, Io“ 

11. eto„ boHi numbers beittg inolusire in oaoh gronp; raeh notation aoiiid nollify 

any ^b e suspicKm that a ohild of 8 yeirs and 11 months ol.t, say. bad been im 

S pa1^ph“:'®^‘’= «“'“«<«“'‘0> 0Wemturns: lbi, b.d2KitU L S; 

78. Ago Statiaties are probably the most inaconrale of any in every country in 

insfiourscy ar th» •tauittoa. , ^8 i^'*ld ! SO that in Asmm, yyith its largo proportion of 

-ft oa illiterate people and defeotiva .system of re^»-istnitiQii nf 

vjtol wourrenc<», glaring the returns are no matter for aui^iise. Mt«t 

ollicinls arc familiar mth'sutsh atiswers os '* twentv-forty ** or “ fifiv-sixtc*' In 
pswer to questions about age put to an itiitorate Wtivator. Cases cf inocdliracv 
nitcutioual orotherw^ are not wanting also among the educated t for iSnee a 
cmididntc applying to leiiTe the Census Department for a permanent post oJsi'where 
produced a cmificato of age supported byonamilnvit sworn by his elder b JtW 
mmo years before, and remarked that he was prepared to preduL evi leuof^ that ] f! 
Sfi^“ only mode inSr to gsin adnS»ionr«“ 

Inaccuracies are due generally to (1) ignorance, both of ihe enumerators and 
of the peraons beiDpnumerated, lyuisiiig th^ use of round and favourite 

(2) delilierate nnder-statement ; (3) overstatement. 1^'or the firet cansn iflf * 
examine Subsidiary Table L This table has been prewred fmm TX} 

of .actual ages returned by about 160,000 of each se? i^two trrSnr 
of the Brehmapulra aed Soyma Valtey,, liWe dtoSd by miSi-Z 
fitatcinont as that sttbmitteJ to the Govurnment of India VotuHi^ 
of the provincial ^urcs. The first point breughfe ont by thia^ table of ditX.r'**** 
by annual agepertods is the k|^o numlKir of mfanto uX unT vL^ 
with those Irom one to two.* This plieriomcnon occurs at everv cenfi^" it STff 
partly at l<^t, to the entry as infants of many children over onl vJ^Zd l!n hft ‘ 
suckled by i-hcir mcjtlicts^uo amount oE instructiou m to the defiiiitinn nf ^ 
could 1.0 ospeoted whoHy to elimiouto tW. teodency uraoug the «„u„ , o° 

A We 1 year and up to 8 the uuniUers are fairly evenfv divided imt/i r 
H ^11 l« noU.^ that tore feo reries of moxima it evS'y mSie 

multiple of tea nad flyo o«a» ia mret otbei^ oo?n!to. Sjr,S™ 

SO marked o dvffree. Other imiats tn U nntn,i .a™ lu.. I«f“np« not to 


ifUose 01 are only ;*80. and in 

3.047 against 767 aged 19 and 006 aged 17. The faVourito 

10, 12, 30 ami 40, and those for levies 8 20 25 30 amWis 

objeoltoogeSl. Owiag to toeo oaraordaiwVhigh S'i. 

bolag «,mbh.«i aith other pee b. at .be t.os ;nd‘tb^':„“‘,,S“ee^“ ig™* 

71^4 JoonuiL trf ilrt Eojd Stdnitl^t Socifitjj. JJaj lu^e. 
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becomes tcit filaborate and unroUable, at any rate for fiFe-year Bige periods. A 
gra[ih of age distribution prepared on tbe crado annual periods has the appear- 
ance of the tamperaturo chart of a malignant-Bialaria patient, and is useless for 
practic^ purposes* It has been pointed out also that smoothing tends to obscure 
real ditferencest as vreU as the artlUckl ones; the Oensns Commissioner has there¬ 
fore expressed a preference for the use of crude Sgorca rather than adjusted ones in 
certain calcubtions from the tables, nofcshly that of the mean age of the population. 

I have therefore refrained from representing the annual age figures by any Uingcam 
and have used the crude census figures by 5-ycar or other periods for analysis of tlio 
age distribution. 

Jnaccuraciea from under-statement will be found to occur in tho ages of uniaar- 
ried girls when they are near or over the age of puberty, and also for elderly bache¬ 
lors and widowers, Overeatimates of age aro made usuiiJly by old people, ‘dtber 
from ignorance or from pride in being very old; but as the absolute number of old 
pefHOus is not great, these liavolittle effect on the statistics compared with the effects 
of the other causes noted above. An example of deliberate misstatemont is found in 
the fact tliat the number of females aged 25-30 in the whole population of 1921 is 9 
TOW cent, greater than llie number in the gn>up 15-20 ten years before j this result 
(fon hardly be due to immigratioa only and most likely arise* from under-estimates 
bv Ieinal4 above 3ft in 1921 and by unmarried girls above 15 in 1911. Another 
factor, though not an inaccuracy, which has a disturbing effect on the statUtics 
is migration. This is discussed in tho next paragtapb, 

77. In Chapter III I have sliowu that thoro are three great streams of immigra- 
^ . tion. Of th<»e, the Nepalia hare a number of females 

irrant*. ® " oiiiy about half the number of males, and their children 

must be proportionately less also; tUdr effect on both age and sox disfcributton is 
therefore to raise the numbers at the prime of life, especially among males, considera- 
blv. bo special age table could be prepared for them ; their number, however, is far 
less than that of' the other two ciasBCS of immigrants. For the Eastern Bengal 
Bottlers in the Assam Velioy Provincial Table IV shows three main age-periods. 
These bring their women and cbildron, but not in the siime proportion as that of the 
general population. Their children under 16 are about two-thirds of those aged 15* 
4ft, while for the whole population children number rather more than the 15-40 
adults. The proportiau of those above 40 to those of 15*40 is about the same for 
these immigrants as for the whol? of Assam. The result is that we get the numbers 
in all age periods above 15 raised for the whole population by this influx of oolonists- 

Por the third and greatest source of • immigration, that to the tea gardens, I have 
had a special table prepared (Proviaeuil Table VI). This table shows ages for SiNagar 
tea f.mrden populatioii only; Sibsagar being a typical tea dbtrict we may fairly use 
the figures to make proportional estimates for the whole province, as the total tea 
TOipulktion ia known, by sex though not by age, from the other special provinciiu 
tabU'S In lOil, Hr. MeSwinej separated the tea garden figures for Sibsagar and 
discu^ to some extent their effect on the geacral age distribution; no table was 
printed, hut this year’s figures agree more or less with the results then found for tea 
eaidon ages. The following statement shows the tea population in ago groups for 
the whole proviiico on the Sibsagar basis, the three luge age groups foe the Eastern 
Bengal sotllers in the Brabmuputra Valley, the recorded ptoviDcinl ago distribution 
aud its corrected appearance when allowance is made for the twii classes of Immiprants. 
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Thus the coirtbined effect of the two classes of immi^nU is to Inwer hy 88 the 
proportion tinder 15 and by 10 the proportion aged 10 and oyer* while mtsing by OS 
that of the 15«40 period, per 10,000 oE ail ag ;05 in tho provinee. That these 
differences are not much greater in a provinco which has onc'^lxth oF its population 
forcign'born is due to the peoullar types of im migration, which induce famuies rather 
than only adult workers to oome to Assam. 


It is guestionable how far such corrections should be carried, however, as praoti- 
cally all the £ast Ben^l people are permanent settlers and now bdong to Asaam, 
and many of the tea garden populatiou, though foreign, will become seitlcrs 1 am 
nuable to estimate with any exactitude the effect of Nepali settlers, casual visitors and 
general^ labourer immigrants; their exclusion would doubtless lower the natural 
proyincial proportion aged lo*40 a good deal further—probably to below 3,900 
per 10,000,—and raise the numbers of obildrcn and older people. The age dvstri- 
Imtion for the whole nrovince will be discussed in paragraph 70 on the basis of the 
recorded figures’only. It slrould bo noted that the tea garden population referred to 
in the Btatoment above is the whole, and not only the foreign-born, population 
enumerated on the gardens. Over ono-thiid of those ennmerated on t^ gardens were 
born in Assam, though for the most part of fordgn parents. 


78. It is interesting to note from the Sibsagar figures how closely the district 
sundbBiw*theory. ^ whole bwirs out Sutidbarg’s thoury and how the tea 

garden population diverges from it, ^ the first place it 
is laid down that in almost all countries the population aged lo-EiQ is uuiforinly 
about half the total population. For tbo whole 8ibsagar district the number aged 
15-50 per 10,000 of the population is 5,007, while for the tea garflcns only it is 
6,586. Sundbaig has aUo pointed out that in a gtowing population the number in 
the group 0-13 is much higher than that in the group of 50 and over. In Sibsag.ar 
the foruier number is more than fiye limes the Inner, so that it Is no wonder that 
the natural population of Sibsagar has increased greatly. On the tea g^ens, though 
there is a prepooderanoe of persons aged 13-50, theTP are very few old people \ those 
under 15 are in fact more Iban six times the number of those aged 50 and orer. 
Thb points again to the tea gardciw abo possessing great possibilities of natural 
inoreaso in population, ns suggested In the census report of 1911 by Mr. MeSaiuey. 


For the proyinoc as a whole, the proportions given In the margin support the 


Amuam ri^aordCKl msttA por 
1^000 SHTVDna. 


o—IB AIB 

1&—EO 

so an<i avdr 91 

1.000 


theory fairly closely. Elimiaatiou of the tea gardens 


alters the groups to 121, 484 and 95. 


79 . In spile of the marked inaccuracies noted in paragraph 76 above, their 
Age distrieutton—Boiwrai. persistence at each census enables us to use the figures 

with some cynfidonce for comparisou. SubBidiaiy Table II 
shows the numbers returned at the last four ceuBUSea in annnal groups up to 5 and 
thereafter in quinary age-groups. It will be noticed that for aU the groups np to 6 
the numbere for both males and females are all less than the correspondiDg ones of 
1911, and in fact less than (hey have been in all the four previous census vears, 
with the exception of fei»<iles aged 3-4 and 4-6 in 1901; before the present * vear^ 
1901 has been the worst census year for young children, owing to kaltt^azar an^ the 
earthquake of 1897 and their adverse action ou the birth-rate. In the three groupg 
from 5 to 2J both sexes show increased pro|»rtionB over those of the same groups ia 
1911. From 23 to 40 the exact oppodte is the case, except that the proportion of 
females aged 35 to 40 is slightly greater for 1921 than for 1911. 
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From 40 to 50 the 1921 figures again p^evait slightly OTer the 1911 ones for 
both sexes ; while after 60 the male proportion of the present ^oensaa is generally 
CToatcr in till wriods, ftod thfi female giineniUy less, tBaii tlmt of tho last^. The 
figures are represeuted graphically in diagram No. 3, which shows the age-distribation 
lino for the last throe w-nsoses for the whole population of both sexes. 


diagram No. 3 

ASSAM ^ Proportion of *OQO 

in each quinary age period, at different Censuses. 
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m, .1 i,un.> nt 1021 starts far below the 1911 dotted line, then goes aboTo 
fit!:;! .p. 20, .ftcrwhichil.!..«b«low or 

itttU60, when It illustrates the had coaditious in the 

This Taria ^ espcciallr the influenza opi-kniic. The faU in propcir* 

latter luiH of the with what we hare been led to ex]}eot^ 
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proportion of ctiildren under five yctira old represonts the mflnenoe on ^ho birth-nite of 
lowered vitality and decrensed proportion of womea of cbjl.t'boAniig age caused 
by influenza; also probably to some extent the Iwul economio conditium prevailing 
owing to the unr and to’ locil calamities. The higher ratio of children aged 5-1^ 
reflects the higher birth-rate and belter geacrol condiiloRs in iUo drst half of the 
decade. Ihc ontbreaks of other diseases and calamities such as Hoods, thougli 
virulent, have been so local that it is not jiossible to ifolate their efFects for Elusf ra¬ 
tion by the statistics, though w*e can see t*iat their cumulative effect has been 
greatest iu the Surma Valloy, In the Brahmaputra Valley the drop in the propor¬ 
tion of children c^ed 0 5 has been much less than that in the Surma Valley and 
somewhat less than that in the Ililln : this coiresixmds with the relative jKisitinns 
«.f the rates of natumi iucrease ia the three divisions, disoussed In Chapter I, 
paragraph 20. 

In the period of age 60 sad over, males inaD the divisions have increased in proi»r- 
tion to the total, but females show a decrease in the two valleys. It is tempfiug 
to infer that old womea suffered more Ilian old men from the iiiduenoa epidemic, 
but the HiUh Jigures belie this: the proportioa of women as wcU as that of men 
over 60 has iacroosoil in the Hills. Bossihjy t!ie harrier economic oonditiona nud 
more coiihned life of llio plains women have reiaforcoil induenxa in hringing down 
their propoitions as agdnst thosA of the Hills, in the Hills the re is actially a slight 
increase in tlio projKirtion of muh^ between 2 > and ^ ; tUIs I think is probably due 
to immigration of Nejialis. 

The effect of kaJa-asar and the earthquake in ttie docado 1391-1961 can he 
trac(»l in the next drieales in the diografn, in the case of the ehildron and 
persons over 50: the line of IDOl group 0-5, showing lowered birth-rate by Us low 
prsition, is reprosentod ia 1911 by the low position of the dotted Hue from 10-15 and 
in 1921 by the plain black line of ago group 20-2'>. In the middle periods of life 
it has now become obscured by induenra and migration offeeLs. The reoovery in 
fertility by 1911 showu by the high place of the dotted line for children aged 9-5 
is rcHccted in the high position of the 10-15 line for 1021, 

The effect of the presmt age distribution should ho (1) n continuance of the 
comparatively low hirth-rale in tUe early years of the cotning decade, with a 
recovery as the increased number of those now aged 5-20 marry and reach reproduC' 
live ag^: fS) the deficianey of those ^ed 0-5 now will not make itself felt by any 
effect on the birth-Dito until the decade after 1961, by which time it will pr^ssibly 
be obscured by immigration } (.3) a higher death-rate than the normal should continue 
for several years, particularly among males, owing to the larger proportion at the 
later ages and to the low’er numbers in the prime of life. This tendency, however, 
is likely to disappear as the generation now aged 5-20 grows up fully. 

In any ease these effects, unless rcvaforcod by further economic or epidemic 
disasters, will ptob^ibly not be very marked in a fertile population recovering after 
a Imd epidemic. It should he noted that infiuonza, although had iu jiUaiiin, does 
not appear to have proluccd so heavy a mortality on the indigenous ponulaticn 
as in most other provinces and States tu India: the rate of natural increase in 
Assam for the decade covered by the census h seven times the actuid increase 
rate for the whole of Indio, 

80, In Subsidiary Tables II and III will be found the mean age of the 
Me^nAim populatim ailcnlated for the provinco, the natumi divi- 

' sioua and the three main religion.s at each Ciinaua since 

1891. The mean age is the average age of the pcoplo alive at tlie time of t!m 
census; if birtlis and deaths were exactly equal it wrocid oorresp'^nd with Lhf* mean 
duration of life, .iks it is. It must not ho eouriised with the death-mto or expecta¬ 
tion of life at birth ; it can ha used only to eshibit and not to explain variations 
in the ago distribution. Gencrolly a highor mean ago will moan fewer children 
or greater longevity, or both, in the population. In a growing puipulatioii with 
a largo number of chiUren the mean a^o of thij living will be less than ia 
a decodcut one whore the cliildren are rohitivcly few. It will be noticed that 
the mean age iu tho provinco has remained nrarly o jnstant for females and hua 
risen slightly in the case of males, sineo 180^, Iu the nnturnl diviaioua the varia¬ 
tions are not great. Tor males it has risen slightly in nil llirec dhislons since 1911, 
an 1 for fenioloa it has fallon slightly in the Brahmaputra V:Uley and the Hills whib 
retnainitig constant in the Surma Valley, The meaning of this is shown by detailed 
exuiuiuAtion of the figuri’s for the diffcreiit age-period!;. IVhiic the jiropr^rlion of chil¬ 
dren under 5 years old of both sexes has hdlcn. and thereby raised the mean ugc, that 
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of old males lias risen in all throe clivisioas and ha* helped to raise further the male 
age ; tb<* prfi*iiortioa olJ lias rj^a only in tlio II 1 II& an 1 has fallen 

considoriibly in the two Valley diTisions, tlius keeping down the female mean age for 
the province. 

The rise in the n’jmbor of both sexes at the periois 5*10, 10*13 and 13*20 has 
rtlmn bclpod in keeping down the moiin age for both si'x-s. 

In the mean ^es exhibited bv isdigioa (Sabddbiry Tuhle lit) the same sl^ht 
taiiadotts appear tor fclio sexts. In no cjiseare I no difforoned'* serwus uamigb to 
excite alarm abo it any section o( the pop'ilati in. The mvAn age of Muhammadans^ for 
both sex'^s has always boon coiisi lembly l^wer than i hat for II mil ns ami Am mists, 
while that of Aniiiiisls is somewhat le^ than the Hindus. The differences nro 
iirobablv due in part to the larite number of Hindus at ag 's almve the mean employ 
on tea fmrdcns ; but the proportion of cliildf®ti umier 5 is from one to two per et'.nt. 
creab r^r Muhammadans and this, with the lower Muharanmdan meati age, may be 
acwamled for bv curlier urnrriages and the frrodnm of wi bw mniardivgc allowed to 
Musalmniis ; it U oxvinplified Iw the very small Hindu rate of inci-ease lu the Surma 
Valley Ct mpared wiih that of MubamiuadnU’!. 

8L 8iibsi.Uary Tables tV and IV-A give nge distributions and proportions in 

certain castes. Thu castes indigooioiifi to the Brnh naputra 
mm^?**'**'*****^'®”V ftUav show a greater proportim of chiMren than thusu 
of tlio Surma Valley or those spread over tho whole priyicco. In 161\ ‘t was 
su'>»ested that the people of tho Bnhmaputra Valley might be more proltho but 
aho® more short-lived than other^'. The llgura. this year support the theory, and the 
fact of ohillreiw aged 3-12 being more numenius m I ho Brahmaputra \ alley c^tes 
than in other castes shows that it b not only tho greater drop m ^o binU-rato ot tho 
Surmii Vailev in the lalt ;r part of the decade which has pra4lucol the resu.t j "^^ver- 
Hieless we must still attiibute grooter error in age entry to tiie Bralimaputni ^ alley 
epumurators than to those of the Surma Valley. 

82 In Clmpter 1, narasraph 23, I have commented on tho unt rust worthiness of 

the statistics ol births and deaths as registered in Assam ; 
vine auti«ttc*. such ns they are, ihoy are iuc nnplete and caa hardly bo 

made use of in connection with the age statistics. For ins tone ■, deatU-mtes by religion 

arts 

bills 

nor did he tleal separately with Assam at the last census. 

Ab-folute calculations based on the sUtUtiis are tharefom of h'tle In 

1S91 Mr Gait e-S'timuted the provinjial lnrth-i*ate at 4J 3 per mule, and Mr. McSwiuoy 
in 1911 bv a diffe.'ont niethol arrived at 49'2. In Both case^, however. y«*‘y 
l^.imniions tvere made, aud the estimitc secma too high, although ue irer th-j tratU 
rateXrTte Iho tHhlo, «t Titol statistios, Tlio averag, r«c .rjed WnU- 
TOto for too years in tlio provinoo (giyon 
Sttlisidiary Table \ll) is 32 3 



and the average death•r'lto (Subsiliary rnhle 


inimi!tmti.n w ,„.,iag fann a to 10 

£ So ormrs ttan IWs. OmMon. of birtte are more oom ura than those of Jua,!,.. 
IJO mere o i f v te,i |n .Vonondix A at the cud of this reiiort how tVuj 

hcwcvtiv and I _ extimt n’oo luilnd. iVhile the witnary’s report is atid awtuted, 
for the lavnmn to new ertinatc of ^t in hud birth an I rbatli- 

it >9 “f • ^ ai-ostotkticd tilone ; ns I have pomtod out, m tln^ AppundiK, 

mtesCoc^am, imseiona es^ Btntisito^i enormously. For tho 

deaths of those not born in birth-,a to of 45. staled by the Ciiief 

ciSimissionor^n 1903, tw a stondiu-d l this would mike the avomgo deatU*mto 

S^nteiditry Tables V and V-A contoiu materials for estimatiag the present 
ounaiuiory ***« ^^pabiliiics of the people to inccciiso in comparwriu wuh 
infancy and vnixmoi*^' tUmr Dodtlm iu H'O! ftud 1911. Tho propoitum of chil- 
J 1 1,1 tsnriftO Iiorsoiid has decreased in the province and in each iiaturnl 

Valley. 
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Tbn proportion of children to the niimlicr of ^omcD in the prtxluctiTe period, 
15—40, 18 wore important, Thb has increased slig'litiv in the Brahronputra VallcF 
hut decreased el<(ewhere, though imJividual districts sliow variations boLli above aud 
helnw the standard ill all the division'*. It #ieems that the Bmlnnajititra Valley is 
Tocovering its productive puwor after the influenza cpilcmic more {quickly thin tho 
Hills and the Surma Valley. The HilH women still Inve the targest f iinilics and Uifl 
Surma V'« ley the amalbstl but the Tlilli itave the lowest pioportion of mirriud women 
aged 16*‘I0. Tho nujuber ol marricdi women compared m ith the 1.otrd number of 
females rcuinirs fairly constant and high in t’:e two valleys, but iu tlio Hills it Con¬ 
tinues to dec reo-se ; there are now only 27 married woman of 15-411 to every HJO 
women of all ages in the Hills as a whole. The reason is to bo found in the later 
ages at which Aninn ts and Christ kins marry, a-i compnrel witfi Iliailus and lluhaai- 
madnus: this does not npply to the Gari» Hills, however, where the prujiortinii is the 
liiybest in Ihe province—Sh per cent. The Surma Valley shows more niarriol iiomen 
of the stated ages on acccunt of the early mard:ige custom, tlierc of both liiudiis and 
MubamuiailiMS, 

Turniog to the figures by religion in Subsidiary Tahlfl V’A, it U seen that nil 
nlike suffer from the decrease in cbitoreu under 10 compared with tho genend adult 
l>npnIntion in luiddlc life, while Uindub wtid Ghristinns bave iiicreasod slightly their 
proportion of chihlri^n to married women agel 15—-10. At ilie same time tlio 
propoition of married females at the rcproluctive peritxl to the whole femulc po mla- 
tioa has fallci sli'htly for the privince, to tho value it had in 1901, Iho census year 
which foliowtd on a decade of had health and natural calamities, especially in the 
Brahmaputra Valley. This propor!ion has fallen in all the umin religious except 
ItluhaniinadaT ism and even ihe Muhammadan proportion has fallen in the Sarma 
Valley. Ore reason for this fall, combined with only a slight full in the size of fami¬ 
lies, is piobabiv that the weaker nrarried women were carried off by influenza wliilothe 
stronger, cepahlu of bearing larger uuialiers of clulilffn, survived. Another reus>oiL is 
the raising of (he marriage age (diicnssed in Chap er Vlf, jjaragrnpii 97). 

The drop in average size of family of each married Hindu w omBu of the Surma 
Vallsy, comj^red with the rise sbowu for tiie province arid for her sisters of the 
Brahmaputra Valley, is due in part to the extra bad conditions of the Surma Valtey 
and til'll) piobnhly to the practice of early marriage adc}[)to I by cerbia cantos in their 
endeavour tu rUe in the social scale or rather, onu should perhaps say, to cau e 
Hindu society cf the other ca^tei* to recoguise wlmt they consider is their true 
position. The smaller size of family canaot Ic attributed to the a'Joption of any 
wcslerii jiiithods of birth cOiArol. 

Special enquiry was made on ibis point : the general opiiibn and report is that 
such methods arc spreading 1o some extent among educatod people, cbielly town- 
dweilers, hut that they have not reached the great mass of the people. Bducivtoil persons, 
It is srit'l, ere now cempeUed by eeonumio stress tt> limit Iheir families, and to those 
familiar w ith Cukultaor other great towns titc uecussary articles are easily neccasiblc at 
chemists’shops. One esteemed corrot'pmdoit in the plains baa sent a note <k'EicrihiQg 
the vaiioiis means in nsc and has even supplied tho prescrinli n for a cortr^in piuvon- 
tive medicine. The same gentleman mciitaouB also the salutuj^* Hindu rules wiiioh 

! i:escribe certain days and forbid other davsin the mouih for cohabitatiou between 
iU8haud Olid, w ife ; he considura, however, that the observance of these maxims, 
except among very orthodox people, bos declined givatly and w ith it tlie heneflciai 
effect on the rainily and the health of Ihe parents, ll will be long before any 
Malthuamu docinne> and modern practices are adojited by the people in general ; in 
most of there is no pressure on the &M, and where such pi'essurc comes, 

omiyration wiii take place before limitation of families is eon torn pin led. Failing 
(■niigrailon, or much tnoio intensive cuRivatioiij natural selection will net and the 
deuth-rato w ill rise with the birth-rate. 


84' Owing to the usual reasons, well-known in India, the mortality of infants 
infmitu« »TJiirtant»f. umlet one year of ago in Assam stands higli ns cornparod 

with that in western countries. For instance, in jl’2'h 
Bic hist full calendar year Ticforo the census, the recorded rate was IbT’C per miUe for 
AsMim while the rate in Bngland and Wales was only SO. The proTim-o, boa ever, 
dwts not staud badly in this respect among other provinces of lortia. Per the same 
year the rate in Hie Ceutiul Provinces was 256 ' 7 , in Ben^ 207 ‘ 4 , in Burma l&fl'ti, in 
Bihar Kill'5 and io Madras 161'5, 
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In eight otit of the clevoi years shown in the following table, the Surma Talley 
hfts suffered oioro than the Brahmaputra Valley from juortality among infante 

Mattotiif per miltr, ii^nnU under cue pear, eaMntrd on numhet ef hiriit in He peat^ 
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1016 
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1 197*0 
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9* ■ * 
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1918 

«* 


wmm 
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I 223’8 
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lOlO 
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¥1 f 

239*8 
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206 1 

192:> 


1 p-A 

m ■>«• 

187*6 

1S7‘S 

187*7 

1921 




187S 

184*4 

1900 


These figures illustrate again 


liow the economic and climatic troubles of the 
xiieso ^"g’'Tw ^ore heavily on the Surma Valley, while the iuttuenza 

,kcjde.ta« thoK >•> WW «“■* «'■« B«'>i»pun. VaU»y. 

cmdemic I ^ ^ ^ 1919 reflects the later prevaletico of influenza 

^ S^and ScLral scarcity caused by floods. The figures for 1920 anl 
1091 hi vOTor -ivc bops of better times, tlw infant mortality being lower thau it 

has been since ioli for the province. , . , ^ . 

I**-” 

if^h^nteld tlwt t\io «mo condition, tliat gi^e ri* to a high inhnl mortality 
it ^ iieen nem evidence of any selective 

influenca the V ^ ^ gf point we sOiould compare stnUstics of ago and 
Talue For p^permvea^^um^^^^^ uninfluenced by any greatly abnormal 

?!f -iucli as influenza aJT immigration. Unfortunately we ^ve no such 

disturliing :_ .. . evidence in iLssam of correktion between the vanatious 

clear statisU^ I Subsidiary Table IX gives recorded death-rates 

of infant H„ average for the decade, and in cortiin yeata of Uigli and 

for the if jif^c^en that as the rate for childreu aged 0*3 xiaoa and falls, 

other ages, old people mcluded; apparently in rural oommu* 
so do the rates at the _ ^ infantile diseases have not the same relative effect 

niti^s with no^ ,—„«t towns and those diseases which fal? 
‘•“‘‘'■'y.^;?.!.';£"‘™rd\itaKOt morWity tatc ot Ute 


fall on young 
Ibexes will 


and old alike 
bo noticed in 


ate the chief factors^ The^ differnotiewl *^ matter for congratulation that i bo 


the nest chapter. Here 
for children 


it may 
aged 0*0 


has fallen considerably since the last consus from 
doalh-rata '“f ta“6^ milic in th. CMi of femolo,. Por nil other 

79to7«tormal«nndf«ta7- taeo^ i„oren»l. TUi, to bo expected ». 

JwLquciceoflheinfloontaepidenue. , ,u , , . 

« xt rwnf;.ef) the male rate remains the same, 17. and the female rate 
For those iv;od _ _ miUo. The decrease in the birth*rate, noticeable 

gg’ ‘^iS^k^th^Sur^ Valloyran'l decrease in the number of young chlidrca» 

ajl^ar to be only temporary. 
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S5. Subsidiary Table IX shows sk^tn how serious a toll vm taken l>y influsnaa in 
, 1918 oiijd 1919 from the people of ail ages, but especially at 

Luter ije iwn.)d», middle periods of life. The year 1919 was worse than 

1018 for all, liut hero tlie aged suffered more than the young. The death-rates 
of 32 and 25 per luQle a^ed 2(K40 for males and females shown for 1918 are 
probably much lower than the aotunl; registration itself suffered on account of 
luflucttsa. The first three roonihs of 1919 seem to have beou the worst period for 
influenza, and after this mahiria prevailed strongly. Tho death-rates for those of 
60 and over in 1919 rose to 116 and 9G for miUcs and females, respectively; the 
rate for the ]teriod 20-40 was nearly double of the average for the decade at those 
ages. The ligares for 1920 have been includei in tho table to show the rccoTery 
which took place at all ages. 

There ie a general intweasa in the proportion of old men and decrease in that 
of old womeu Uring. I am unable to suggest a reason for tins. 

80. In Snbstdiary Table X, death-rates for certain discasja are shown. Fevers 

of course take tho highest pkco, as various disensos, 
Mortmiitj iMio aUaIii dueuet. including malaria and much influenza, are included in 

that head, H^nlorluoaiely, owing to variations in diagnosis, influenza death-rates 
cannot he shown separately, By caleulatiug from excesses over tlio quuiquenuial 
eve rages for fever and respirabwy diseases and other causes, in addition to the 
specific head Influenza where recorded, the Director of public Hcnlth estimated 
roughly the deaths due to influenza as 106,000 in 1918 and 440,000 in the first thrfHJ 
mouths of 1919. The total, 150,000, is about 2‘& per cent, of the population under 
registration, for the period of the epidemic up to mo end of March 1919. In most of 
the hill districts where thei« is no regktration of vital statktics and litilc medical 
traitmont, influenza fell heavily, and wo must prolwhly add at hast 40,000 more 
deaths to the above figures. Thus the pandemic k estimated to have caused directly 
nearly 200,009 deaths. Its effect on births was Ses.s apparent, though certain, The 
recorded provincial cruilo birth-rates in lUlflntid 1020 were 30*5 and 31'6, against 
an average of 32 8 for the five previous y^ ars. This moons a deficit of about 35 to 
30,000 births due to influenza, if that be rcgard«t as the ouly disturbing factor. There 
wero, however, other disturbing factors, notably malaria foilowiug on the influenza 
epidemic in 1919; also the generally diminbhed vitality in tho Surma Valley due 
to loc^ troubles already discussed. In any case, the fall in the birtb-mto fullowing 
influenza was not so great os in some otlier provinces. It must also be noted that 
a considerable number of the roeurded deaths from influenza wen among newly 
imported famine^strickeu coolies in 1918. 

The deaths recorded as due to kflla-usar in the ten years are 17,661 and the 
returns of tho last three years show that there is some increase in the disease. The 
Sanitary Commissioner wrote in 1921—'’ The nctual death retuius do not give a true . 
idea of what is happouing. A very large number of deaths from kala-azur are 
undoubtedly returned under tho beading of Fevers ** or ebusified from the terminal 
complications of Pneumonia cud Dysentery which arc fTtHpTont.^' At the request 
of the Department the agency of tho census was used to obtain an Idea of the ituml>er 
of patients suffering from kaia^amr ; the sum of the nutnbers returned by the 
enumerators from alt blocks was 7,661. This is probably a good deal less than the 
real number as the census agency was not a professional nite, and could not bo 
expected to diagnose properly in all oases. How'ever. the measures taken by the 
Qoverrment and the Public HenUb Department are OKpeoted to render a recurrence 
of tbo heavy mortality of the decade 1891-3901 unlikely. 
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SUBSIDIAEY TABLE lU. 
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. V 


SUBSiDIABT TABLE IV', 


Afft diiifihatioit «f ItOOG of taeh sit in tetUin taslts. 
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StTBSlDIARY TABLE !T-A. 
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CHAP, y.—AGE. 


SUBBIBIAEY TABLE V, 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V-A, 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI. 

T^riatiQn « ^^puUiiam at a$6 perivih. 

























































































































































78 


CHAP* T. —AOB, 



SUBSIDIARY TABLE VD. 


Jifpoftfd 6iFti-Tstc if wjf &Fti JfAittrat liivitiantt 



- ^ ^ -if - V V#»«« 

Nnmbct of birth* pet 1.000 of toUl popolatim (Ceniiu of 1911). 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE X 


Seporttd itaih from firiai* diseam per uHU ef eaeK sex. 
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CHAP, TL—.SES, 


CHAPTER YI. 


SE2:. 

S7. The statbties of ses hy districts for sis oensusfs are contaiaed in Imperial 

to.tattattcs, . ^^tribiitioii by sex for ditfcpcnt ages and 

^ ^ the roam religioas are in Imperial Table VII. Prom 

these two tobies and fvom Impetrlal Table XlY (Uivil ennditioiL bva^eand enste) the 
wmparotive and proportionate figures in Subsidiary Tables I to IV of tliis chaptcir 
hare been prepared. Subsidiaiy Tables V and VI arc made from recorded vital 
statistics. 


In past years, argain| from the great difTorence in ses constitution between the 
populations of India and of Western oonatries, certain critics have impugned Iho 
oMuracy of the In^n cansus figures of sce. The criticism was shown to be ntifound’ 
od.nml it received its dcatiiblow at the 1911 cejisus. 

There \vss never any reason to doubt the Assam figures, since reasons for cou- 
ccaltnent of sex do not exist. It may bo taken that tlie total numbers of females 
ik rotu<^n«l nt the 1921 census are porh^itly accurate, as were the 1911 tigurca 

Ine figures for sex at different ages, liowevor, cannot, pretend to accuracy. In 
Chapter VI have discussed fully the causes of inaccuracy in the ago returns ami the 
distnrhance of the statistics by immigration. 

for the total popnlaUon ago does not enter ; and we can eliminate to a '-reat 
extent the effect of migration by considering only the natural population, but for'^sex- 
proijortipns at different age periods it is not possible to do so. In the discussion that 
follows it must be remembered that the numbers in the agO’periods are of more value 
for comparative purposes than as absolute data and also that immigration is an 
appreciable fnctor in raising the number of males, chiefly in the middle ages of life 
ns against females. , 

The number of male immigrants censuaod was 720,000 ; the number of females 
570,000, the proportion of foreign-born females to males bciag only 79 per cent. 

88. The proportion of females to 1,000 males in the total population of Assam 
Sft* pn)p«rtion*-g*,n«rai. HOW Only 92fJ. The statement in 

the margin shows tlmt the proportion is less than those far 
nil India or for Bengal and Burma, our neighbours on the west and east. A ghmee 
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at m.ap No, 15 or at Subsidiary Table I will show that it ia least in the districts 
where immigration is greatest, 

only slightly in the Surma Valley and the 
nuis, while a drop of *1 females per 1,000 males occurs in the Brahmapntra VaUev ■ 
this lypcars m bo due partly to the heavy immigration into that division and partly 
to the_g(iuernl faQ m tho sex-ratio cTOiywhcrc in the plains. The fall in the nrom- 

tion of femalos has appeared at each census since 1981, except in 1001 when a* sIMit 
use occurred. -vr.-n- 
































SEX pKOPomioxs- 


SI 


Turning to tbo figures fo** natural population, Tre find that in plains di'^tpicrts 

n*it hotitcxc:’p<ion thupf; is a ddficit 
of ivhilo in all the liiil tlis- 

i riots (.‘xeept tUo Ciaio Hills 
afo in excess* The cansss of the 
juop >i tions will be discussed lielow 
(j);ira{jTapli i)3). Since 11)11 the 
tntioof fcinnlcs to males has fnllen 
in a<l tht plaias districts an I has 
men in all the hill districts except 
the Kbasi and Jaiiitia Hills, In 
1 011 there n iis a slight full in tlie 
propjMioii for the w hide pixivinee, 
llioiigh the traroia \ wtior showed 
a lise j'inoe the census uf IhOl It 
is (litllciilf. (d find reasons for the * 
Bcaitiiiued fail in the prcficnl dc- 
e-ide U is doubtful H it citn he 
attiUmtedoidy to iidluonsa dU- 
orimiuftHiig rgainst u omun, ftn* 
on f.hi^ theory it is hard to ac¬ 
count for the ri^e !n femalcf 
amOHij; the natural population of 

the Kaga Hills, whore iuiluiiiza was csp'ornllv severe ; luoreovor, statisticiof hivtJm 
and floath^i (Suli&idiary Tublcs VI t and ^ III of Chapter V) ilo lutt support it. Thu 
female birth rate uas, a<k uaital, lower Ihan the nude raie, but so. also was the female 
death pate generally lower thin ilmt for miles. 'J'hu vital statistics, however, arc 
inaccurate, that sura concliiidoiis oannrd he diawn from Hiem, and it is certainly possi¬ 
ble that iiifluenxn and malniiu Imve necomDed for more feiuule deaths fhan mule. ^ 

89, In the three main religinns shown in Suhsrliary Table II (he propoH ions 

follow' genenvlly the inriitorial figures of the divisiotis 
*«' wliore the religicn- predominate : excess *4 feuiifllcs among 

Animists, as in the Hills division, deft:K:t of foiniilcs among 
Ifindos and Muhatnniiidans ^lighUy'moro pronounc'd for Hindus as the defect is more 
in the Brahmaputra Valley than In the $unna V'alky total actual pope la ^o. The 
caste and tribal proportions set out in Subsidiary Table IV diow that the i^Uiiniists aud 
reocot con verts to Hirtdaisip in the plains gwnefally oonform to Hindu proiiortiuns, 
having tbeir females in defciit bfachari and ^lech tribes V. The races of I ho hil^ 
are ol^rly marked by their high proportions of females (r;?., K hasi, IfUshai, Kiiki). 
The KsVifittriysji ivith l,Oiil females to 1,000 males represciit chiefly ii&nipuri Hindus, 
whose oustnoaii with reatwd to women are not greatly diilcrcnt from tbone of Animist-i. 
i'or th** ordinary Hindu caHtcH in Subsidiary Table IV it is scarcely safe to artemitt 
any conclusiom ; in the hmt report it %vas shown that there was a general tendency, 
with exceptions here and there, for the lower casUis to show a greater pr.'tp irt'Oa of 
female than for the higher castes* Although this tendency may be deli'.ctctl again 
bv diligent search, tho number of exceptions has grown, probably owing to the 
nuineroiis caste movements for social l>ottermont foun 1 at the time of the census. 
For instanflo, Xadiytilft now have fewer fomalea in proportbn th m have Kalitas i 
Nainasttrlraa fewer than Suirns; Gea'ns and Jlalos fow'cr ibnn Brahmans. Tho 
Bhuimnlls and B ’riiL«t jihow «x&‘ssi?s of females. Great numbers of these, however, 
returned tliemsolves as ^lia and Silts rtspecti rely; and both of those cantes have 



males in excess. 

fiO. In all countries of the world more hoys arc liora than girls* The cause of 

this has not been determined by soicnco. The proportions 
SM ratio at birth. factors inflvicucing the variations liuvo long 

been the subject of investigation by students of stati-tics* Nearly ii ci-ntury ago 


( 

Country/ 

N jmb^r of 
female btrtits 
pEr 1.000 mala 

ASSAM 11911-120“ 

1 *-37 i 


1 

yvHtfi 1 ftil'wr ..fc 


Bonffol 

933 

Burma 

046 

I C* P* ins* Berar 

SI5S 

1 N. w, F. i^rovlrnw -* — 

806 

1 CnBland and'WiUQ^ fpr&-wari™. 

962 


not mainly, affected by the relative agiss 
of the parents, masculinity being gmitei- 
where the father Ic older than the mother 
and lesi when the reverse is the casu. 
SubsiMiucTit investigations in wider fletils 
have discredited this tbeoiy. Bcecntly do 
Jastwebski has examined* a large number 
of recorded figurus for different countries 
and peoples .in the world oud liM arrived 
at certain conclusions, of which tbi' 
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CHAP. Tl*—SEI. 


folbTTTO^ &rc the principal ones nppUcablo to Asaam: {!) MascuUnity nt hiVrh i<t 
affected by race; (2) the effects of cross-breeding are doubtful i (3) masculinity is 
greater in rural than in urban populations i (i) masoulioity is probably slightly greater 
in iirst than in subsequL'nt births. 

As to (1), Assam would be an excellent field for enquiry if birth statislics by 
race, or eyen by locality and religion for the hills were avaUnblc. TJnfortunately thoro 
is no record of mce and none of religion in the birth statistics in registration areas ; 
■while in the bills registration is not in force, or in force only in such very small ureas 
that no conelustons can be based on tlieir statistics. It may lie noted, bowevoT, tiiat 
in the Brahmaputm Valley, where there are many people ot Mongolian or Mongnlol^ 
races, and also far more tea garden coolies of aborigintLl races from other parts of 
India than is the case in the ijarma Valley, the ratio of female to male births exceeds 
that of the Surma Valley ; sn far they go, therefore, our ffuurcs are not in oonffiot 
with the race-factor theory—we can scarcely say that they support it, since the data, 
are few and other conditieos such as climate and economic state may enter. 

With regard to the third of the theories mentioned ah ore, the towns of As^am are 
so little urban in tbeir obaracter thit investigation into their comparative statistics 
would not repay the labour expended, the fourth theory needs special enquiries, 
which were not made in this province. 

91. Tiie excess of males at birth is soon removed by the higher iufnatiie death 

Tute, due to the greater delicacy of mate cliildreu. In 
previous census years, as will bo se-n from ibo hgures 
for the provmco iu :3ubsidiary Table II, fenuil^s appeared 
already in excess by the end of the first year of age. The 1921 figures show that, 
except atnorig Aniinists, the numbers were not equalised 'until t^onie time ia the 
second ye.-ir of life ; the value of age.s roturned as 1 or 2 is, however, doubtful, and 
we Cfln only conclude that the excess of deatba among m ile children ravorjes the birth- 
proportions at eome age below two years. Thorevfter, feumles continue in excess 
till 5, whan they fall again and males preflominnto until the age period 15—2L». 
Prom 15 to 25 females tike tlio teid, bnt they lose it again before 30 and remain In 
considcrubte defect at all ages after 39, 

Tn the untural divieions (see Subsidiaty Table III), much divergence in the age 
diatributioD of tlte sexes appears. This ia displayed gritphioaily in the annexed 
diagram. 


proparilan at dlfferant 


The hills have an excess of females at nil ages except the groups 5--15 and 

30—otK In the BrahtTu^putra 
Volley the. deficit of women 
appears in exactly the sanio 
groups as for the province, but 
the proportion is much lower 
everywhere. Thu is due to 
immigration of Ifastern Ben¬ 
gal settlors and Nepalese, In 
Uie Surma Talley, tlio female 
excess above 15 does not dis¬ 
appear till 39 years of age. 
The sex ratio i$ higher at near¬ 
ly all ages than that of the 
Brabiuaputra Valley; below 
10 and at ages 20—25 it is 
even higher than in the Hills 
Division, The lost result, 
however, appears to be due to 
a partiality of young Muham- 
mndan women (or' of tlieir 
male relatives who gave the 
returns} for those ages. 

Ihe distribution of the sexee 
at different ages in the various 
indigenous castes end races ro- 
pnxluces the provincial result’s 
on the whole, but it is remark¬ 
able that among Brahmans and Telb the females appear never to catch up the mnles | 
in both these cases, however, the figures are somewhat disturbed by immigratioa! 






















































REASONS FOa TUB PitOPOBTION'S. 


&3 


Among Lnshais maloa keep the toad up to 20 years of age, after wHieh fcmaleii pre- 
domioate for the rest of lifo. Khasi womea are l&a tlwu mca oaly trom ages w 
13 and Manipurl Ksliattriyas only from 13 to 20, 

9S. The following sU factors have been suggestod ns tho chief in causing th^ 

low nronorlion of women to rnen in the population of 
Bessons for tnepropa^dofTs. Thtso woFO disc'usseil at length at last oenBiis*j 

it is only necessary here to consider which of them nifect this province or are oin- 
necteil witli the social and caste movements whiviU linvc lately begun to affect the 
lives of women in classes previously imtouched 
The factors are (a) infanticide, 

(ft) neglect of female children, 

(c) evil eifeets of early marriage and premature chil l-bearing, 

(rf3 high birth rate and primitive mot hods of midwifery, 

(e) hard tceatinent accorded to women, especially widows, and 
(/) hard work done by women. 

The first factor can he ruled out at once j infants arc oiUy known to he killed 
in certain cases where they aro the offspring of illicit unions, and in such cases 
no discrimination against female Infants has been noticed, The second was oonsidered 
in 1911 tube acontnbntofy cause by way rather of passive than active neglect, 
in that parents, especially among Hindus, ara ready to^ biviah every care in thn way 
of nourishment or medical altcntion on a boy in times of scarcity or sickness, 
when'as n girl has to take what she can get as her life is not deemod so valuable as 
a boy’s, ft may Iw that this oveurs in some oases, but n^lect of fomnlo obddren 
must be largeW discoimfed by i he practice of the brUe-pricc which obtains among 
raanv castes and tribes in A^sam, Further, our tigures do not show it to !>c ati 
important factor ; soon after birth and up to the ago of 3 ye irs. females am in csrcesi 
everywhere. From 5 to 10 the figures for Animists or for tho Hilts, where there i^ an 
excess of femaks in tho total population, show a less proportion of feraalea tlian do ibn 
other reiiutims of the Surma Valley, and even from 10 to 15 the Hills still have the mtio 
in defect, though the defect in the other <Uvis!ons is much more marked. Among Bovecal 
tribes where the practice oE the hride-prioe prevails and wo might expect great 
care to he laken of girts, we nolkc a dt?delt of female children between 5 and 12. 
.For installer, Lusbais have only 940 and Knw'atg only 961 femules ageil 3"13 to 1,000 
males of the sunin ages ; while among Kayasthas and Bnidyaa, - with the dowry 
system, the proportions at the same ages are 991 and 1,036, resiiectively. I do not 
think, therefore, that this faolor is at all oompamblo with ^ (o) and _(d), early 
marriage, premature and cxcassive ohilcMieadng and primitivo milwifeiT, Tho 
figures for religious in Subsidiary Table 11 show* a large drop in the !!t?x-proportions 
for Hindus and a larger drop still for Mu!iamraii.lAns in the period 10-13. The 
drop in proportion is notice ibla for oaoli religion compared wUh the ligurcs foe 
ages 3-10, and it is alw apparent on a co nparifon with tho Animists, who hav-.: 
OW females living to 1,0(X> males nt 10*15 where Hindus have H Ll and Huhaiunnulans 
only 741. This great difference oannot all he attributeti to inacauracy, siuee girls 
OTi r 15 arc genemlly likely to be returned os under 13, if unmarried, among Hindus 
and Mubaaiinadatia, Among Animisls the proportion of married or widowed girls 
under 15 to tlie whole number of females is only 1*07 jier cent.; foe Hindus the 
percentage is 3*0 and for ^luEiAtQ'nnflaus 4*(M. Tims greater deficit of femalc’i 
ncconi)»*T)ies greater prevalence of early marriage, and our figures so far support 
tlie COD cl osion that early marriage is ono of the main factors iu the sex distribu¬ 
tion. 

Examining the figures for castes and tribes wo find the same thing geucmily, hut 
there are oxoeptions. The Garos, though a bill tribe, are exceptional m having 
agoorlinfiny of their girls married before 15; tho census figures show that the 
number of tbein is as much as 2*41 per cent, of the whole number of females. Tho 
Garo Hills stands nlone among the hill dL<itricts as having a deficit of females in the 
natural population j this district therefore supports the argumeot as to influence 
of early marriage. On the otlicr band, some of tho animistic and formerly animiitic 
tribes of the Brolimaputra Valley show considerable shortage of fomdes, although 
they do not practise early marriage ; notably the Mtkirs, Knebaris, CbiUiy'a*«f Meohes, 
Kajbansis. In the^^ cases other factors must be acting: I think that malaria 
probably has a considerable effect in red-icing tho proportion ot females. 

■ qC ladiftk IQiL 









CHAP. VI.—SEX, 


U 


f e*o«« »n dl religions and all 

fffpn^ ^«ii.i P * ^ ^ inacoiiracy in ago roturns. Tlie 

women for ago 26 lias been iiolnted oat in the last chaiiter. and 
'd S^f'h f shows it oiearly. Tlia difTenmoe is^robaWr 

become aubjoct to mure risks as ihoy go oiit 
into Jifo after about 15 years of ago. ^ ° 

!«. ' strain of married life, cliDd-bearmg and primitive midwiferv 

lalJs it remains m excess until after the age of «0. ^ 

98. In the plains tiore has been a general drop since 1011 in the proportion 
vitAj stAtistios. females among the natural ns well as tJia aetuiil 

V ti iwpulntiqa. This amounts to 15 tier thoamnd in the 

the ?■ ** and 11 in the Surma Valley, its remarked in paragraph 8!? 

ed J not support the census figures.; acconling m occurrences reiistor* 

e^ m the decade, the rauo of rei.mle deaths to male deiths is lower thantheW- 

;r° '^'“*>1® V‘ Wo mkdit therafora expect 

females in the poputntioa to be liigbor than in 1911, lint l>oth immi-^ra. 
Un and maecuracy liavo disturbed the vitol stotisties and it is useless to wmiZ 
he sexes or to look for any explanation of phenomena in the records na ra^istlred 

04. On the tea gardens the total oensusod, over 932.000 persons, was made op 

'171|000 males and 461,009 females. This gives 1 
- iL L* 1 i, " P*^P^ftton of l)5S women to every thottsand men Tba 
ratio IS rather hiirhor t.ian that for the nalural iwpiilatidu of the whole province {4151) 

many bom in AAmpi, it appeaii 
i *fV* ^ other than that to the ten gardens which reduces the pronurtioa 

lit the provmctal actual popnluUon to 926. * ^ 

Provincial Table VI shows that in SilMmgur tea gardens, which have b«m taken 

as typical of all the tea populati^ the age distribution of mates and females differs 
greatly fwm that for the province. The tea gardens have a considerable female 

proviiielil excess disappears hefora 30 
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CnAP, TI*—8BX* 


SIJBSIDIAUY TABLE IV. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE V. 

Jefu*l of iirth amj refiortid /or tatk ttr during t&t dteaJft iaiH_190O, ItOl—1910 

and 1010—1930. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI. 
NumieT f>f itaiU «* 
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ClIAPrER VI1. 

CIFIL CONDITION. 

95, The census term civil ooncUtion means condition as to naarriasfc. la 1011 

much dt»crii)tivo matter of interest m Cfinnecttcn mtli 
Djarringe and birth cuitems found entry m tU)a cUapt:‘r. 

In tbs pr«ciit*cDOH ii i. a««aic4 lh.it costoms ‘"’‘tn''™* 

exoEnm^* polnist'o^ hull msthor-kin nw known* * w*o oro ” 1 ^ ’ i , 

S or' tJ«.l»T.ci™ oftholo.taoc.1e nffectingtho .t«Mt.«. 

of marrirHl unmarried tt'ul widowed porsons by s^C'Ci rettgion, age, i K-ahU an 

Irirfuio Znain ImpsTiol Tnilcs VII anl XIV. Ito- nro p^olal iu pro- 
portionate rchtiutw in the live subsidiary tibles at the eud of tlic chapter. 

The instructiona to the otmmerating staff provided that pRisons 
custom i married should bo entered as marJicd even though Uicy had not gnno 
UitoueU the full ceremony ; tUe dirorced were entered a*! wwbuveil and widowitl 
wem of cours/inoluderl wilb the married, ^ The entry m-trn^ 

X^hc oomplotinn of the ceremony or ouitom s it does not neci^.nly mean that 

cohabiiatioa baa begun. ♦!.« 

There are few ou-stonM in A^iain which won! I interfere -vith the ™ 
return^s. Some unmarried prostitutes or kept wamea may haTO statid false yt ha. 
to wnro^med hut .ucf «». net likely lo h.ee been nomcron.. Oothn 
whole, it may be assumed that tho census statistics are fairly accurate. 

96 The uniTcrsality of marriage in India is well known, arid forms no 

0b. me uniTcrmu y although mn-riagis here are later 

Marrta«^s«*r<iJ. ^ Bctwcon the ag-’s of lj» and -in 

rmir iior octit of malcs and 8*8 iwr cent, of females arc unmarried, while among 

SSe^hoKpa.^ « .ko r-oporlion. n« 2 7 (or mnn nnd I p.r ornr. (or wnmon. 

The pf^reontasoq of unnvirrie^l for those between ly luid 40 nro 

lownr thm Iho COTnsnendiog Ogarra «( 1911. MpooinUy enw of fomnles, but 

tbf ^nltU daf^or to tbo Mstponcment of tho m.rriogo ago to to any »rP™oh 

S thTl^ural ^minto on .Sarriago pined by “rtittoini oul oeuom,o 

ooXioM .uob as obtain U> wostoro countries. In England nnd Wnloo inlOU 

W pSr to. of men and 80 per to. aidT^Sr ’ 

in Assam in 1021 the corresponding iwoentagcs are only 10 and 3 respoctiveiy. 

the exact proportions foe each sex of the unnmreicd, 

Vimrriud and widowed at 
diflerent ages in the 
province and diagram No. 

5 allows gmphica ly how 
few are left unmfirriRii 
alter tho period of youth 
is pixssod. 

As shown in Suhsi- 
iJiivry Table II, the pro* 
portion of spin sic rs to 
females of all ages is 430 
per thonsaud, while that 
for bachelors to the. total 
of males is 557* A coinpa- 
risou of the nurablsrs given 
in oolumns 2 aiid 0 of 
Sii1)sidiary Table 111 
with tho corn?spoudiiig 
figures of 1911 for tho ago 
group 0—10 shows that 
there hiK lieen a considera¬ 
ble full in the proportion 
of children of Uiese ages 
to the total populalim, 
As this group conlains a 
great part of tho un- 

married population, enpeoiully foKh’W' » e might hnro erpcotail Hint this cliaogo in the 
f« imtom I*.». *«“ o*“ ”•*“> *• “*• 


Subsidiary Table I gives 


DIAGRAM NO. 5 


ASSAM, 1921 


Proportion per mine Who are 
married at each age period. 
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ProporlloTi of unmarrlod poi* iwHIo, 
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diatributton would reduced Iho prupoftioE of the uumurried at the present 
ccnsiis. But this is not so. TKe affect lias beun more tliftn e^unterbaLanoed by Mio 
raising of tlie aTcra^e ageof niatdage. 'Xho male proportioE of unmarried to total 
population has increased by 2 aod tho fotnalo by 10 per mille over the 1911 
figures. The chnngo is distributed generally orer the pmrinao except for Brahmaputra 
Valley males trho^ proportion of unmarried and average age of miiTrmgo remain the 
same. It applies t.> all religions as regards females ; for males the Muhaminadan 
proportion of unmarried remains the same and the .^nimlst uroportiewhas decreased. 

97. Infant marriage is praetioally unknown in A?s.im. There is not a single 

cluld iiuder 1 year old returned ns marrird or widowed and 
mMrruwasa. tbefo ate Only 110 married and 11 widowed under tivo 

years of age. These few cases call for no comment. Between 6 and 10 only 0*4 per 
cent, of boys and rs per cent, of girl children have been married, the girts showing 
not only a proportionate decrease from the 1011 figure but an actual drop of 3(11 in 
the absolute number married and widowed in this ago group. 

A glance at tho marginal statetncut 
will show that in the last twenty years 
the proportion of unmarried males has 
inorensed very Utile except in the case of 
those over 15 ; the female proportions, 
however, hare increased considerabiy at all 
the three use groups and most notably at 
ages Kl—15. Indeed, cDm|utrison of Sub* 
ridiary Tabic Jll at this ami the last 
oonsug shows the Striking fact that 
while the proportion of girls in the 
age group 10-15 In the wlwb population 
has increased consiletably, tho proportion 
of marriai at those ages has actually fallen in relation to the total female populaiiua 
of ail ages, 'That is to say, tho aycrege age of marriage for males has risen some* 
wbat, and tJio ago for females much moio. ^ These results appear to be due partly 
to spread of education and. to social and religious rca.son9, but cliiedy to coancmic 
cause). For both sexes, poverty bos compuilod parents to postpone marriage of 
their children in many cases, but the early age oustomaiy for the girls lias left 
more margin in tlieir ciae; tho desire for social advatioement in certain eaatca, 
leading them to keep down the marriage age as a snp^vised badge of ortbociexy or 
high civilization, is not widospro^ enough to counteract the strong oconoroic 
tufideticy operating in the opposite direction. In tho case of boys of the classes which 
value education there is some tendency to earlier marriage, with a view to gettinf^ 
the failicr-iu'law to bear tho expenses of secondary education. “ ^ 

I have received reports on the age of marriago from honorary oorreapondenta 
of several localities, but os these apply to difFercut religions, it will be conveniont to 
note them in tho parts dealing with each religion (gee paragraphs 09-101 below). 

98- The largo number of wilovra is always a feature of the Indian marrla™ 

I statistics. In 1911 widowers were in the same m-nunri™ 

WmWW • total number of males oa in 1001, while tlfc a^umbor 

of widows per fhousand femaloi had faUcn from 176 to 162, At Ihis census we havo 
to note a further fall in tho prdporfcioti of widows to 157 and a ri^ ia tint of 
widowers to 51 per miJto. 

ThoBjatra in tho ttiaigin ,how how 
ailToronlly tho increaM in tho praportion 
of onmnrriLvl i, di.t,ih„e„l in oltorino the 
proportions of tho married and widowed 

inlhot«-oa,,ea. Tho differencea appoar 

tobo doo partly to changos in tho ago 
co^tilution of tho p„puiaei„„ _ly 
to the rise of tho age of marriage. There 
js now a amalier preportion of men liring 

that mightZ™ 
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WIDOWHCOD. 
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Tiie Ml in proportion of -idows ooours 00101,5 thoso used «. 

«itli -1 dtoD in tluj g'jnernl proportion of n'omon of that ponod, 

IS-to Wot?'no tendency to deoreftw; the porcentago to tha total uumber of tomales 

of those a™ is now lo'4, ugaiobt 13‘3 in 1011. _ 

Tho unequal raisuig of the marriage ogo causes the avci^go 
women to atirance mor« than that of men; the rasLut is 

ii.icKiktuk ami fewer wires to surviro th-ir consorts than mis the case before. iJuis 
hare an in the proportion of widower and docreose in that of 

widows^ roinforcing the effect of the changed age distribution; and 
in icoo^ With this. It is not possible to estsinate the factors separntelyt P _ - 

the ffrtater effect on the statistics of widowhood is produced by the diff^nti^ 
di^rihntion of the peoplo, brought about by influenM ml 
cbniiKc in custom as to widow marmge can bo traced m the 

TVtiirtfmmrdan freedom of romarriago remans and is reflected in the compimtirt. 

H5ur5?utUl^“ whsili^ry *‘W«. A.n.us Hhiao, tondp^y « 

railier to abolish than to iucroasithe custom oE widow . 

it is only a few of the boldest among tho educated cLas^ea who renturc to 

QQ Subsidiary Table 1II shows that in evary 10,000 Hindus of either sex 
99. Subsidiary ^ 33 ^0 y^ir. 

Hindus. uro married, and 2 fematos arc widowed. The 

marked females per 10,000 against the 24 0 01 Jon. , rr r t 

t-i Sub<iidiare Table IT, figures liaTo been shown scparatoly foe the ITmdusof 
Mn?tl.7r8.t ot Ihc Bn.l.m.p..lr» VaUoy. M nwmaw pmotiw are 
In Goalpsrn, tl» tower casfM still nuiiry very oirly, auil Balm Dinjosli 
rSra ClmkmTnrtty of Gaurjpur informs me that tbo aver^ age ot mawiage 
i -4 sldl no higher than 11 or 12. In \ssa^m proper, or the five other districts 
If the valley tb? only indigenous eastos practising early ranmage are Brahmans 
Id^GaMlc/or Daibainas, w^ith whom marria-gc of girla before puberty is compnl- 
Evenii to^cask however, the girl-bride do« not go to hve with her 
husband until fi months or o year after she attorns puberty. nr • i 

TpIU and some other tea-gniden CooUo cSasiefi, as well as 
keep to the lower ages; ia w»m j oases they marry both tUeir sons and their dsugb - 

In^rther castes and classes of the Bramaputra Valley the age h much 

V Data T»pa, ft 

year.” Tta wa llul ihaMa GaaW 
M7 .mt otcTtTf thousand Hind., girt, agsd 10-13 are msmod and ,9 widownd, 
ui ito Ure proiK.rtions are oaly 137 and 5 tot thn tost of ta Vallsy. lioy. nls. 
are mame.1 earUer ia Goalpara lUan .drewhere. _ , „ , 

Tn ihft‘^iirma Volley the oustom. approximates to that of Goalpara, Ortntxiox 
Erel,la '^P>i“ S <S»»t Id. othlr l3ad.W,t ola«« at 11 to 10. taly 
(at 10 and und,,r) prasails to a conaidnrehio estent among Sa-ta., Yogi^n 
pS Namasmta and olhsts. Bomnmic stvess bn. oaosod many of f. 

Bdre ta nm. Korertlictosa the statbtics show an nvon gretat prei»rt,on of Sutoo 
V.^ ta- Htodu tomnles nstod 10-V, as mnmnd or widnivod than m Goaipnm. .\f n 
Jmlenunnco. we find muchhighm pereonti^s of widows among Hindu woman i,j 

too Sirema Vidlcy and Goalpara Iban elsowliero. , . , . 

< 5 ,ihsidiarv Table V shows Civil condition tot cartoin cantos, and is Oi mten-rt 
«s the a-^es are in groups different from those of the other tobies. Tucrearc sull 

“rc^ ?art« mWcoiSdorebly ovor 10 per con . of thiir fiwl^ 

• bat a onmparisoa with the eorrespondiag figures of 19 1 show, Gmt nearly 
SSoistes. espe^ly in tlio Surma Valley, toivo towerel the prepnrtmn. A 
-“.1.1. oxcenlioiv i, tire Barui caste, who now havo ta murrirf females per thnnsand 
5-12 k.minrtl3S married and winnwed in 1011. In this en«i liowover. the 
J,®te numbers hnre fnUon to nhout one-tbinl of tUeir Inst oonsim taul omig to 
of other enste-nnmes. »nl ta staUsliesnf mumage sre tUeretore not irtri«..v 
* fsto wrirti thoBc of 1911 For the same reason the figures tor Kaib.irtto 

oS ^ho appear with the uneariahte pmitioii et 2i.l per miUo of widows ainnnst 
their gills anils-13, ate not ireliohlo. Among the mote educated ebsses, we had 
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tlifit Bmhmus have ledaced their proportion of youaDf j?irls married from 12? to Ori- 
jn^r mt 0 ; blit ia yiew of tha ii^ual striolno^s of tbo ortholo^ jn ibis raiittfri it ffoonii 
ptobJiJUe that a part of this difference is doe to tnisintorprotntion of the definition of 
marp^e. It is cunaus that the llatdyas, who stand first in the cducalioiml 
stiitirtics, and particutarly in litemcv of their girls, should iiavo increased their up inor* 
ou of child.from ‘67 to ^ in the decade. Ttie absolute number of Ilaifivas in 
tut ■ *««'^ever, is Bieall and it is harlly fair to make auv deduction^ from 

LUO figures, Kayiutbas show a reduction in this proportion from G9 to onlv 02 

modern liews held by manv educate 1 Kava-rthas* I 
KwvJi drop would have been much greater, hut that the c.iste*numbers*!i:sve been 
EweiJcd by eutiy of other castes who previously 1 1 id no claim to the cam a. 

apparent conflet hetweea the statistics imd 
ao-o trymg to ^vance m the awiul scale are lowering the marriage 

earlier i? married thmr childrou 

Sn^il" th^/ \y economic conditions to postpone the marrhigoj 

vX Marmges still cost ^Zov. In the J^urma 

1 alley, it la reporteil, a bniie-pnee va^nug from 100 to 200 rnnKM is still 

oJ n.™., ,u„h «, Yod.N»;it. l’eiu»d mV arf 

Bmlinwnntm my tliat it^bEen reduml, this custom still (jrcvmls" in tin) 

toscuuS-rmti^ tote 

100. A reference to Sohsidinry Thblc 1 urill show tbnt wbilo the Hindus hose 
MwMminwtona, , ruisi^ the age of marriege for both mak's and 

j u - . s . females, Muhammadans have slightly lowered the am* fnr 
i^lte and have rauied it oansiderably for girls, but not in so gimt a measure a^havn 
the Hindus The proportions for boys teJow 15 r^nmin thTLl^^Tt ZlZ 
ceusu-., but between 15 amJ 20 there are now onlv 800 nnmsrriod in everv thou*,Hnfi 

difference is even more 

miile. ngainrt proportions of 250 among Hindus and 525 aion- AniZsU ^ ^ 

has .tdli 705 and the former only 527 girls miib Vn t ““ 

J am inform-^ by Hart Muhammad MubaJwir AH Ohaudfmri the mu^ 
hridoiis between 12 and 16, and that of the brfdegrtmm betwrl 
Upper Assam, where XtU'tolokans are not numerous o-irk ore mnrrlf^H ”t 

mm at aliout £2 ; my authority for this » MnnlTf Saiidor 

Hihrugarli. Although not forbidden by religious ordiiince HA, of 

different castes or g^ups .f Mulmmmadnna 

hetweea persons of the same social position and status ' i w goncj^ally 

and no prijudico against the remarr^ ^Adowf ^oh 

form used for either a widow or a divorced a-omnu 1/ Irf. common ; the 

The c,dlimns for the widowed in the tables show r-W^i oiurriago, 

» prepared with HMn practice. Wra 

PoIyi^amT is still fairlv ramepon * in Svllioi^ nf 
l.y U.OOO. or about 6 i!cr cJnl. efthe toUUf mLrW ra^ “T? 

td for by imuiigratioa or Tisiling, to any citsat. It must 'therr^JJ*!**'’! 
hty of wives. Economic stress doubtless acts as a ebeek- «mini'll, ^ plum* 

but the motive of gaining prot>erty by an extra marria-e enf era not^^^f 
all the B ralimaputm V alley districts there are nwrT^i^ried m*!! reqiieutty. In 
li probably due to immigniUon. than women ; tliis 

101. Among Animlsts men marry romewhat earlier and women mn.] i . 

Animirt*, or Muhammadans 

^ are only 811 unmarried male • l-'i-20 there 

ago, where there are SCS Hiadue. Jn the same a'»o tJeriod hwV ^ 
r-r mille have not yet been married: the 525 

bdoud lorlliodur U dbb. ^ 


LS 
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AniniMtaismudi tcsaeron tliaa among Muhammadans; but tba proportion of widowers 
is;greater. Ttiere is no substantial ehange in the custoiuary ages of marriage among tbe 
tltherent tribes. Usterllyit is after puberty and, as the statistics show, often at orer 
20 years old. There are, ho^vercr, exoepUoas. Tho Her. G. G. Crozier of Manipur 
mentions the case of the Kom Kuklf, who become engaged in infancy and very 
often marry before puberty and ooniummate the mavri^e in chilhood. On the other 
Iiaiid tho Tmigkliul h'ogos marry at about IS—2!j“*aevor before puberty, and the 
Tfandc Knkis often not till 2J or later, 'I'ho Ucv. F, W. Harding reports that 
among ibe non-Christian Goros marriage still often takes place before puberty ; tho 
custom seems, however, to ba deercaring, because itt spito of the general inorcaao 
In tho Garo Hills population, tbe number of girls uader I'l who am married has 
deerr^tu^ from 2,000 in 1011 to 2,300 in 1021. Tbe Lhota liagaa oucasianally give 
tbeir girls in marrimre at timler 10 years of age. 

As mtol in forwer census reports, polygamy U allowed among seneral tribes. 
Tho provincial statistics for Anlmists am olwcurrd by immigration of Santaht, Mundns 
and others to tea garJenk, hut m any cose the practice of polygamy has its limita¬ 
tions and our figures show that it cannot be veiy oKtousive. The number of Ani- 
mist married womnn, about 25i,000 is only some S/KK) more than the number of 
marriod men, and tills diffurence is more than accounted for by tho Garo Ant mists. 
In the Goi^ Hills a man. may take os many wives as he plo^s, aad there is no 
brido or bridogmom price. But three wives Is usually the maxi mum number, and 
tho hii^^band roust pay compensation unless ho obtains his drift wife’s jicrmission 
bo fore taking asi’Co^.* Theeoouamic factor alwj is bound to enter j for instance, 
the ChuUkata and Boliejiyn Iktishmis of the North-East frontier aro polygamous, but 
the number of a man’s W'ivcs is limited by his pure basing power* 

Exogamy provaiIs as before, but the rigour of custom Ea tending to relax in some 
cases. The tribes usually known os Abor are all divided into exogumons clans and 
particular core has always been taken to prevent intor-marriage; but amoug the 
Fndnnt Abors tlie rule has been relaxed of late years owing to tile siite of tbe clan. 
Each clan is, however, subdivi led into smaller I'lins or fainilies with endogamy strictly 
forbidden within them. The Akas, says Captain G, A. NcvUl, Political OlBcor, 
Bnlipsra, are strictly neither exoganious nor endog'imous; social grades exist and a 
person of one sub-clan will not marry one of a (bochIIj) lower snb-clan, but will 
choose n partner from an ccjual clxm'or another tribe, 

Mr, Cumming, Assistant PoUfical OtHcer of Pasighat, notes (h it the " 

with four grunt clans divided into smalter exogamous clans kept os distinct ns jiosst- 
blo, have prejudices against endagnmy and will not knowingly coimtenonce it ; but 
of Into years there hits boen fo much intor-marrying that reiatLousbips have become 
aomewhat Involved. Anti Mr. Bordoloi, Extra Assistant Commissioner, was informed 
by the bend men of the Srliris in the Lakbimpur district that, tdthough there arc 
clans wbicli do not nsnnlly tnUT-marry, mu-away marriages arc prevalcnL and the 
partios arc not cxcommtmicated. 

Lieuteniuit-Colonel Playfair states that nearly ton per cent, of the Garo marriages 
now-a-days are in viobition of the rules of exogamous marriage, iiud no particular 
taboo or ostracism uppears to follow the act. Some persons even tro so far as to 
marry within their own motherhood, but this is looked on with mom disfavour by 
orthedex GaroH,+ Among (ho Angatni Nagas, the exogamous group known as tlio 
/Aina Is "iving place to its sub-divisioti the puUa or kindred, and even marriage within 
tho kiadied U not unknown now-a-days. A reason aiiggeste<l for this is that violent 
disputes hetwceri clans may have enuoutaged marriag&s within the thino in tho lust 
two tonerationa,^ A tendeitcy to split up the exogamoua group is al-sj noted among 
the Lhota Nagas. 


102, Both Christians and Buddhists generally marry later than followers of tho 

other religions, and there Ims been no great change in their 
coiapAriitiT>c statistics for oivil oomiition bj nge^ Ucitii 
the religions liavo a greater proportion of unmarried than waa the Case in Itlll. The 
proportion of widowers has riseu for BuddhisU as well aa for Christbos, but that 
of widows has fallen among the Buddhists and risen among Christians. The abso¬ 
lute numbers, however, are small compared with other roligions, and such chan"es 
ns have occurred in the proportions are probably due only to obauges in the age* 
constitution of the population. 


* PUffoi^^Tba pog? (HI, 

t rUrto* eii, poft (js, 

I HoitOo—Xbv Aflguij pigt llSfT, 





sc 


CHAP. VII.^—CTTIL COJTDmoS, 


SUBSlDLAJiy table 1. 

DiMtri&nU^ ifjf Cl til Condiihk 1^000 fff rdi^iom dkd maim fljff pfnud mi emel hit 



trUBurtfi^, 

MdrinL 

VUwML 

1 ud 





int. 






lJ»i. 


yit 


IMl, 


ALL KliLPlOm 
XdZr w. ^ 

0-A « 

c—jfl' 42 

--4 

SCh-B 

IA-» 

H itHl «V9r 
ITnspnlU 

^rmmtc 

0“-i p-i 
1^10^ 

K^ll ^ 

mM ntf 
Vuptwittnfl 




10—H«. 
lA-« 
t5—» ^ 

■ van! imv i 

UwtfMfeU , 

Ji>iKbnfi0 * 

4—I 
B— 

lA-» p„ 

»n—14 ^ 

«u4om 

HUnAM|Ui>AX- 

JMWif 

*M f- 

i-lir... 

Tfl-UI 
If—M 

a»—10 — 


Mswi 4nr 


Bff 

T soa 

( 66 

4 643 

IM 

1 

i iffto 

e ftps 

m 

I P«3 

PS 

i:\' SVT 

W 

t m 

ftr 

7 474 

Ml 

1 to 

K 

1 147 

01 

^ m 

441 

» »4 


^ to 

fS 

! S 

H 

il 

K 

f 11 

- 

-■ 


« 

m 

4A0 

4U 

1 ill 

i>oQe 

im 

Kma 

1 o» 

ftK 

VTi 

m 

ffft 

to 

. m 

m 

»9P 

M 

SI 

m 

act 

O 

s 

K 

a 

14 

1 

II 

« 

ft 

f 

ai 

f 1 


+#K 

, « 

” 1 

444, 

B4t 

i4S 

m 

LftH 

ijm 


tM ^ 

W4 

m 

m 

m j 

IT* 

ft?i 

m 

m 

m 

10 

m 



3&a 

m 

10 

0. 

XT 1 

o 

0 

S 

34 

i« 

m 

."■ 


“ 

“ 

tu 

ZH 

30 

393 ' 

1,«Q 

LOW 

LHI 

m 1 

ft3ft 

■71 

Hd 

m I 

741 

flfi* 

171 

m 

to 

m 

m 

m\ 

ttl 

m ; 

m 

m 

ft 

4 ' 

u 

* 

f 

i 

t 

4 

li^i- 

Pta 

tsi 

“■ 

m 

Btl 

JHI 

6«1 


1.0M 

ije» 

m 1 

wr 

ftfl 

m 

IH } 

le? 

w 

HI 

tn 

tm 

3K 

m ' 

fo 

m-, 

to» 

19 


lA 

14 1 

V 

n 

y 

u 

u ' 

T| 


•#■ 




A3» 

Dtia 

til 

lit 

0 

fT 

iKEL 

111 


Ifllp 


}«.j 


» 

iv 

If 

J 


}»{ 

fil 

7M 

m 

m 

u 

in 

w 

m 

■ta 

» 

0 

I) 

7 

lift 


640 

m 

HI 

li 

IQ 


m 

4 

IH 

«■ 

»f 

7iB 

iu 

¥4P 

ir 

m 

m 

6a>] 

iti 


zm 

■w. 

1 

tt 

IK 

TK 

40 

TV 

41ft 

•wpt 

11 

JTI 

m 

•ift 

04 

iir 


j« 


m 

m 

m 

mi 

ni 

7» 

m 


39T 

I 

U 

t« 

7m 

IH 

70 


41ft 

1 

m 

*ft 

74? 

Hi 

40 

m 


un. 


OIL IHL 


lOL 


IML 


li il 


> 1 
o 

HI 

Ht 

tH 

4M 


} •! 


3 H 

1 ' 404 

in 

3 H 

*- 

-vfp 

I 


4 

4 

t 

1 

14 

is 

to 

1 ^ 

IS 

I» 

m 

1 » 

ftilf 

fTft 

971 

to 

10 

Uft 

Hf 

BU 


1 



677 

fft 

4 ft 

P» 

'iWl 

*1141 


- 

UQ 

il» 

m 

41 # 




1 

19 

1 ft 

u 

41 

HI 

St 

tit: 

144 

04 

71 a 

711 

TM 

?o 

70 

TH 

ft 4 

4 li> 

P 4 

iin 

ftl 

llti 

m 

n 

to 


hri. 

*- 

V 

sn 

03 

tta 

HA 


lu. 

‘T” 1 

t 

a 

3 

A 

t 

Ift 

IB 

]« 

to 

IH 

m 

140 

IM 

7 U 

TM 

m 

?«a 

fm 

ftlft 

pff 

HI 

fli 

ift 

a 

SI 


’T 

( 

I 

*“ 1 


til 

?» 

It! 

OB 

Ilf 

«S 

isi 

} ’{| 


m 

»4d 

714 


m 

I 

m 

ni 

m 

«D 

in 


4a» 

l 

fi 

IK 

07 

lEtl 

m 


n 

] 

f 

Q 

113 

1» 

UT 

1 

« 

o 

lie 

nr 

Oft 


U : ti 


U 


47 


1 

7 

i? 


1 

in 

o 

w 


4T 


ift 

IV 

K1 

1 

U 

u 

111 

mi 


X 

I 

lO 

f9f 


111ft 

1 

0 

HI 

fftir 

SO 


: 


t 

7 

«i 

Itf 

AO 


Ilf 

1 

O 

43 

IK 

tu 

iH 


47 

1 

1 

1ft 

ftl 

lift 


1 

t 

Id 

ill 


17ft 

jf 

1 

u 

4 

Ifl 


U 


}- 


}- 


1ft 

41 

Tij 


4 

m 

ft 

m 


17 

I? 

SRt 

HI 

m 


1 

ft 

7 

41 

m 

m 


tM 

1 

Ift 

U 

tm 

m 


ri 

iti 


i 

e 

to 

m 

Id 


I 

m 

m 

44f 


41 

I 

IX 

m 

m 

HI 

l«f 

174 


n 

o 

lift 

m 

421; 




1 

i I 
If 

m 

m 

IK 













































































































































SCBSIBXAJIT TAfltlW 


97 


slbsiuiaby table I. 


BtUnhuit^ 6g Ciwti C^mitition of 1,000 ^ eaeA ter, r<h$io* 9 td Md/j agep^riid at entJi tf tht Ltif 

Jive eentitm —oonclil. 
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- CTIiP. Ttn.—UTEHACT, 


CHAPTER Yin. 

JjIT£BJCY, 

1Q3. In 1381 and ISOI the poputation dirided m respect of educalion into 

ca^oHpa-litoato. illitemte. h »aa 

'ouna that this causetl confusion, and the coiuus returns 
of the leoruing did not tally with the Educatioo DepaTtment statLslica of children 
under instmction. It tvas therefore decided irv 1901 to confine the entries in the 
oi-ofiug scbwlules to tho two main categories of literate and illiterate. This svstom has 
remained since, and the census definition of a literate person has been kept the s-vine 
-^ne who can write a letter to a friend and read the answer to it KoowleJceof 
English remling and writing is recorded in a separate column. It was left to Local 
Govermnents to decide whether entry should be made of the particular Tcrnaculor 
language m which each person is literate ; in Assam this was considered uonecets'irv 
and the senpt was not recorded. ' 

It is possible that a certein number of those who can read onW a little and can 
write not at all or who can just scrawl their own names, were entered as literates * 
tuo enumerators were instructed to question people carefutW oq tho matter 
before filbng up the schfidulcs. and ag they wore themselves litomte at least as far 
ja the ccMiis standard, they were ahio to judge literacy and iilitoracr bettor tliail 
they could catiinato, say, ages or tea-garden coolies' languages. A fair di^reo of 

- hirvYi wVi tbe Ht.racy statistics pri seated in Wrial 

xabie V III (Education by religion and age) ; and as the same type of mistoko rV^urs 
at successirc enumerations, oompari^n of our figures with those of other consuiics 
can bo made ssafely. The same may be aaid generally of Imperial Table IX f Educa¬ 
tion by tnbesand castas), but in a few cases the statistics are Titiated I v caste 
movemeats fusing ^me members of a caste to return new names and imo to 
retain the old ones ; these will be noticed m paragraph 107 below 

I'roTmoial Tables 11 and VH show figures of literacy by thanas and for tea 

In the preaaiitation of the stafi'itica in the sob^diarv 
has boen made by calculating proportions in moat cases not^a the 
but on tho total of tUcec agel fiVo and over. thuTSSC IbL lto 
lio^ibly be comiderKl capable of attainiug literacy. Two or tb^ 

write a letter ; these were rejected as freak entries. ” bio to rood awl 

104. In Assam the number of literate nersons of IwtK i t 

.»t.orth. whole Fop«Mo‘rrS.rriZi=.‘?"„Sr/^‘ ■?”« r 

census. In Subsidioiy Table 11 will be found the proportionfl'^Mr 

(liITorent age groups br sex and bv districtsL The ^li^Tn niillc set out foe 

dliisjous. omitting all children under fire years of age. ^ natural 
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ASSAM—MAU UT£SAt£S 
PEH MtUE AaEp a AND OVEN. 




MAP Hti. 1? 
TlWCim 


Thflso proporlioa^ da nal look high hut they compare ftiTOnrably with those of eeveral 
other pFOviooes, though hot with our nourfst neighbours, lu Bihar uoil Orissa 
^terntes per thouKind nged 5 and over, both sexes taken together, uumber 51 ; in 
the N'ortti'lVest Frontier Province the tigure is 0, in the Punjab it is 45, and in thin 
United Provinces only 42. liumbay has 33, Uadras 03, Bengal 104 and Burma 313; 
{or tbf high porcunlage in Burma there is of course a s^HJOtal reason—tlie number of 
monastic scliuoLs. 

The Brabinnputra Valley, with its larger number of immigrants and ahoriginal 
tribes, naturally falls l>ehiiid the Surma Valley in litoracy. The bilhi division is a 
had third becauio of the preponderanee of nnimbtio tribes ; that the hilts figures aro 
as high as they are ls due mainly to the Welsh Mis.«loti’5 elTorts in Che Kba^l Uiib. 

Balipara Frontier Tract shows the highest percontige of literacy, for males and 

_ _ also for persons of both sexes 

taken together ; but the whole 
disEricl population is very small 
and the figures are tUoreforo 
swollen unduly by the number 
of odlcials and literate members 
of the Assam Rifles at Lokro. 
Of regular districts, Kaninip 
leads with 91 literate persons ni 
every thous,aiul, owing tu iU 
high ppopftriion (IGl pr mille) 
of male literates; this is doubtless 
due t) its bi'itoiy of culture and 
the position of Oauhaii as a past 
political and present oducationol 
ccntie. The Klmsi and Jaintia 
Hilis fuUo^is very clo'ely Ije- 
cause of its outstanding positiou 
in female literacy : the proper' 
tion of females who can n.ad 
and write in these hills b 57 per 
mille—more than three limes as 
much os that In any other di'^ 
trict in llie province. In the province aa a whole, there is one woman who cm rvtwl 
and write to every nine men of the same standard, while among the K basis, although 
the unmber of literate men is higher than in Bcroral other districts, the proportion Is 
Bcurlv one woman to two men—a rcmaTkahlc achievement of the Welsh Mission and 
tiie Klmsi ptoplc. 

Cachar pVuns is next to Kamrup in respect of male literacy, with 148 per mille, 
Sylliet, 17 literate femulca in every thoasand, foliowa the Khasi 1111 la at a bad second 
in female (slncatLon, The Lnshai Bills h the most progressive hill district after tlm 
Kliosi and daintia Hilh; it has now passed several of the Assam Valley plains 
districts and, with the enormous growth of Christianity and apparent e^igemess of tho 
Lushais to absorb learatng, is likely to take a very high place at next census. 

The Naga IlilU ocoupiee the lowest place in the table for male literacy, and 
Manipur holds the female woodt n spoon, with only 2 literate women per thousand. 
In 2)[anipur only 3j in every thousand of both sexes have reached tho census standard; 
the State compares very hatUy in this with many of the great Indian States, In 
Travancore the number is 214, in Baroda 1 iT, in Mysore 65, in llajputana (all States 
taken together) 39 p<ir mtUe, The Central India Agency, however. sLowa only 3d 
and Kashmir only 26. 

Turning to the age-groups in Subsidiary Table II we see that the proportion of 
literacy is greatest in almost all districts at ages 15—29, both for males and for 
females. As pointed out in the IiHt report, this sathfactory result shows that educa¬ 
tion is progressing, because we may assume that the literates in tins age group 
represent children who have been under instruction during the previous five years 
and have Icanit at least enough to bring them to the census standard. The rise vitice 
last ccTisns is very marked in the case of giBs, the proportion at tho learning ages 
and just after being almoGt double that of 1011. 

106. It has been held in some quarters that large numbers of the children educated 

relapse into illiteracy within a few years of leaving 

neiansian dT iiidmcv- school. By comparison of ficboet attendance figures with 

census statistics the proportioti thus fall in g back has been colcuJated to be as much 
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R3 38 per ccat.* There ere cerUialy stron;^ roMtorii for suppo«rag that this rGkp«o 
roust take place. Causai assigaed are the aliurt school peri i4, ant the fact that 
schooling takes place at a very early age when its effects are easily effaewi : thos; of 
the culiivaiing and ether cla'sea who go back to their Tillage ancestral occup;ilions 
after leavini; the primary aohool have gccerally no occaidim to practise their acquired 
learning, even to the extent of writing letters, and they are thniefore hkoly to forget it. 

To see whtiber the census could throw further light on this point, two sample 
distriats, Ksmrup and Cachnr, haTe been selected and statistics for lit(*nit«a of tiiu age 
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figures of the group of the last 

census. The persons aged 20-30 in 1821 
ate the surtiTors of the 10-20 group of 
1811, with the addition of some imnu- 
grants. The immigrants can haixlly 
swell gteotly the number of liieratc 
nersons : so we should expect the com¬ 
bined clTects of death—though the 

__ specific death-rate at these ages is low— 

and of the relapse into aiitcraoy to cause a considerable fall in the numbers 
m the later age ^up. The figures set out iu the margin exhibit a res dt far 
diffiirent. It would be unrafe to generalise from siicli limited arras and an* 
groups and some e^r is probable in the retonv of ages. Tlie increase of literates 
of both sexes in b^b districts is so marked, however, and ao maeh greater in proiior- 
tion than the whole merepa of population at those ages, tlmt an explanation must tu 
sought from toe experts of the Bdacation Departraont. Although a few children roav 
leave school half literate and may learn more in adult Ufo. the inference that manv 
persons acuuire hteraoy some tiino after p.assing the odinary school age ii scarcely 
tenable. 1 he result shown ropresents what Iho Dtreotor of Public Tuatruction hai 
OAllcd*' wastogc gmacd on by aocomplUhmont;* This means that, aithoujrh roauy 
i^y foi^et the rudiments lejirnt at school, many more have completed the school oouri 
^n tUd so m former yrara. There biw always been a tendency to send ohildrea to sahool 
for a year or two only, but thiH: Las given place in many cm-- a to the practice of 
Rowing them to complete a longer course. We may suppo% tb^refore that in the 
decade under review more children v^^ere kept atsehooJ long eno ighto enable them to 
attoin the census degr^ of literacy than in the previous decade. Mr. Ciutniugham 
pomts out also that au iacren&e in the iinnaber of literates tends to inerrasei ret^tfon 
of literacy, sine© the more ednoated persons there are in a communitv the more 
opportunity there is for individuals to exercisfl their learning. Thns it is a necessarv 
ooroUary of the large inenjose of aumVjers in eduoatioual institiUoos tint there utinnij] 
Icsa relapse into ilUu^mcy^ 

106. Sabsidiary Tables 1 and III give the literacy proportional Btatisb'es for 
Litentcy by mision. foliowcTB of til© mam TcUgioDs, by Sex, age snd district 

^ Excluding the headotheni ", which includos Brahmos 
Jam traders and Sikh ahiUe^l workmen who are of course usually Uterate we find 
that Christoms are the moat literate, as might he expectorl from mlasiuTiarv cducatiotiai 
work* Hindus come next in the proportion list, and have far the greatest absulnlo 
number of litemte persons in the province, as tlieirs m the most numerous mlu.i .. 
and the old^t in edyratbnal tradition. religion 

Of Indian Christians, one male in cverv four and one female in ©rerv ci^bt over 

» y«»™ of age ill the pravbc. T««l andV p., 

the Hills the proportion is even higher, bm in th« Brah¬ 
maputra Valley it is lower, though still higher than that for any other religion. The 
Surma Valley proportions for Christvan^i are very high, but the total number is 
small and the statistics aro therefore scarcely oomporablc aitli those of otbor diTini., n>^ 

Hie success of the TVelgh Calvinistic Methodist Mission in julvancing education 

among its odhor^nt^ (who form the great 
majori^ of .the Fresbyterians of the 

province) is shown by the figures in the 
marginal statemeut for literacy by teci. 


% nd \mn C4ni9tlani -^boEn : I93L 


1 

7'otal. 

Pluitil^Qr 

lltSmla. 

PflroanEasa 

1 Itamta, 

alt ansu 

i 

I^oman Cathallg* 

4.077 

079 

I3'Q 

Pmabytarlana « 

829 
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7737 
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Uindus. —Of ilin/lus, one male in evary six ia ttie provinco is IJterata, but only 
OQO fumato in &5. For both SDiw tho editcation of Hintius is more aOTotiwu tne 
Surma Volley than elsewhere; the pr portion of literate Hindu females is 2 9 per 
cenlM'—more than double that of the Bmhmftputra Talley. 

Bwldhish.^‘t\\Xi small Btiddbi'ft community follows nest, some way behind 
Hindus, with 130 males and 9 females literate in e^cry t bousin'I of oitUer S'fX- 
Tlic proportion of literates shows rery li ttle im prov^ement on that of last oensos. 

.1 /1 Ad~The Musalmans bare ad v'ancei somewhat in literacy since last 
Oeiisus, but their proportional fignres arc still rcry low, 85 per millo 3 and over) 
for niales, and 5 por mille for females. In those districts showing mgb ptopDrtions 
for 51 uhiimmadans in SitbMdiary Table III it must be iioted that their total numbers 
are (tnjall and that there are many traders aineng them. Mr. MeSwiney sugg^i^ m 
1911 that the figures of female literacy in some of the i,ssain Valiey 
indicated that the general freedom among their Hindu neighboara might have lea to 
more ailvancement of the local Muhammadan enmmunity there. Tlie alsolute 
numbers are, however, too smalt for any serious deduction to 1)6 made ; a few htemte 

women in the families of foreign tradom or Government servants woul'l mahe a 
oonsiderabic impressinn on the figures per thousand. It is noticeable that in ^owgow 
tbe proportion of literate Muhammadans, both mate and female, baa awreasea 
hciivHy; this is doubtless due to tho influx of Bengali oultivatois, generally 5Iuham- 
tnodniis from Mymonsingli. 

A reference to the ago gro ip fig ires m Subsidiary Tabic I will show that the 
Musalman lag in education occurs at all ages. 

The proportionate fall behind the Hindu figures is even more markeii at 
learning aces than at the later periods generally tho percentage ol U'-crate 
total of MubammaJans is, fur boys of school-g)iug ages, considerably loss tliau half 
the oorrcsp>iirling percentage of Hindus; tvhile for gifX it is hardly more th^ 
one-fourth. In Sylhet, which contaitis al»out two-thirds oi all tlie itusaltnans in the 
province, and where Hindus are in a minority, the actnai number of literate Hindus 
IB more than double the corresponding numbet of Muhammadans Cor males ; and for 
females the Hindu literates outnumber the Muhammadans by nearly seven to one. 

Thu figures show dearly lliat. with tbe ptoiout condilitms ami apathetic altitude 
of Muhftmmadan* in Aasaiu they will never catch up the other conimunitiaf in 
education ; iudeud, they art: receding further from them, 

Ammish .—Ani mists linve progressed somewhat in literacy, but not in as great a 
measure the general provincial advance. Tim reason is that many in the hills and 
pome in the plains arc converted to Christianity ; probablv also some of the literate 
Aiiimist.s of tbe plains (iceome Hindus. The Lusbai Hills has an exceptionally high 
number of male literate Animists, as wos the cose at tlic last census. 


TEie infiuonce of the mission schools iu the Khasi HIUs is roficcted in the 
literacy figures for female Auimists as well iia for Christians, though in far less degree, 
107, Most of tho selected Hindu and Animist castes and tribes in Subsidiary 
cAai.or triiH. Tablc Vf sHow A gTCutly increosed proportion of literates. 

“ ' ' Ih« Baidyas. Kayastlwj an.l BmbmaaV as asual hara a 

long lead over all others. There are only about 7,900 Baidyaa in the province and 
some of are people of Bengal, but their literacy figures are remarkable ; more 
than four-fifths of their males and nearly threo-fifths of their female-; over five 
year?! old ni tain the census standard. .-Vltbnugh tbe Brabmans and Kayastbas approach 
near to them in male literacy, the BividjoB, female proportion is over three times that 
of their nearest competitors. 

Tells, Baruie, Brittial Baniyas, Kalitas, Budms, Suts, Napits and Sewats are 
creeping up: all of those have now orer 10 per cent, literate in both sexes taken 
together. The figures for Brittial Baniyas would doubtless be higher but for the fact 
that many of the oommuuity adopted the single name of Baniya, and this section 
hod noL been selected for tabulation. 


Chnsi Kaibarttas sbow n decHne; this is owing to the abandonment of the old 
name by many of them in favour of Mahisya as a caste name. It would have been, 
falioctous to tabulate the MahLsyos with them in this comparative table, os the name 
MahLsya nos adopted also by many who returned themselves as Fatnis at previous 
oeiMUsas; the Patni caste figures show a decline in literacy for this very reason, 

Nadlyals have a less percentage of literacy than they hod in 1911 on account of 
adoption by many of a different caste name>, u^Uy Koibortta. The most depressed. 
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of the so'Oallctl depressed classes of Hicdm do m>t show much progress. For 
instance, Karnasadnis still hare only 36, 'Males only 25 and l\(iitis only 10 literatim 
per thousand. Tlie Taiiii figures, lioweTeri indule a number of tea-garden coolies. 

Of rac&^stes, exolading Ohristitri?, tbo Ahoms, stiod first (100 per millo 
literate), followed % Ctmtiyas, ICooliesand Rajhansis. Kshattriy.i geaemlly repre¬ 
sents ^rauipurls (though this caste name was use 1 also by some ItAjliansis iitul 
KacUari Hindus); their male Utetacy figure stands fairly well, but the Female iHir* 
centat^ is verv low in spite of the freedom of women in Manipur. Garo and .Mikir 
AnimLits liardly touch literacy, and tho figures For the various Sfagn tribes (not 
tabulated) are still less. Tbere is a decrease in the proportion of literate Kachari 
Hindus, owing partly to adoption of new oaste names, and partly to influx of a uumiier 
of illiterate Animista into the Hindu fold. 

The attempt in Education Department reports to define depressed daises and 
aboriginal tribes. For diEFerential treatment seems to have resulted in confusion. If 
we take literacy as iaiicatiug education, onr ralurns show that almoit O'rerj class in 
the province except Brahma us, Baiilyas and Kayasthas should bo classed as educa¬ 
tionally backward, os rogorda males; and as to the frailer sox, every ohtss except 
Bafdyas. 

108. The statistics of those literate in English aro compared For different ages 

u«,winE™ii.>.. Md.tke two BOIOS in SiilMaisry Tivhle IV. and tor 

■ religion and certain castes in 1 and \ I. Theso figure 

give us a rough idea of the advance of secondary education, since in Assam it is 
ganeratly only those that have read or are readiuij in Bceomiary schools who know 
English. The tale is similar to that cf primary educnlion, as measured by the general 
literacy figures. The proportions have increased greatly and there are aow*l 9 males and 
1 female who know English in every thousand of the I’espactivu sexes over five years 
old. Excludingother” religions, with its number of w'dl-educated Brahmos' the 
Christians are far ahead among Followers of the different religietiA in their protiortion 
of English Ittcraoy. Hindus follow, with Buddhists and Muhammadans a had third 
and fourth respectively; AniiuiftB are of oouriie nowhere. 

Baidyas keep far ahead of all other Coates ; more than half their males and ono 
female in every alxteeu know English. Other castes show great ad van cos 00 lOtb 
hut there are still quite a aumber in which not one woman in 10,000 has any literato 
English knowledge. 

The Khasi and daiutia Hills U the leading district, owing to the Alissiou sehootau 
In the plains, lakhimpur and Sibsagar have the lead, probably owing to the largo 
number of tea gardens with European managers and literate Indian stalTs. ° 

The proportion of those who know English to the total numbor of literate poaple 
is about one to seven for the wltolo province, but they are unevenly distributed. Somo 
of the more advanced castes of Hinuus and some of tho liiHs people ivho have come 
under missionary influenco keep up the proportion; most of the other classes tend to 
lower it For instance, PatuU have one English-knowing person to 2t other literates, 
Malos one to 00, Bajhansis one to 1*. In iho great trading caste of Vaisva Sahas 
one out of every nine Hterates knows English. 

109. Subsidiary Table V shows the progress in literacy as recorded at the last 
or iit«niflv and fldu- five ceiwnso9. In all districts a steady increase in the 

pioportion of literate persons oppears, for both scxesi 
except in certain parts of the hills Ijetweou 1901 and 1011. Figures tor 1881 and 
1891 arc not vciy reliable, because of the differences in census definitions explained 
in paragrflph 103 above ; the decrease in pruportion noted in the hills was 
in the Inst report as lieing due to the defective batructioDB of 1£K>1 which hatl allowed 
of many persons who could read but could not write being entered as Utemto in that 
year. The age period 15—20 is probably the best test-period for prtH^ress, as it h 
a guide to the nmnbec of children who have been under effective iostr'gction duriair 
the precetling quioquennium. A comparison of the literacy figures for these a™ 
shows that since 1911 the proportion of literates among males ha* increased bv 
over 3U per cent., while the female ptopertion has almost doubted Thoae increoai 
are distributed fairly uniformly in the divisions and districts thonch the Surnm. 
Valley and the Khasi and Jaintia Hills show a rather mere rapid p^s t!Li othS 
P&rt-S. 
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Tho are fair Ifteracv'; hoi? far the increaEea may be taken as showing real 

progre^tS ifi education is a question best left to the reports of the Education Doj>art- 
mont. Prom Subaidinry Tabie Vll it will be seen that the number of institutions lioa 
incrcascii g'reatly in the deocnninm. 

Firutnoial stringency has caused a small drop in the number of piiblie institutiniL't 
* since the cli>se of the o<^nsuB, but at the sums time the number of private schools has 
increaseii sligliHy. The latter result ta prcbahly due in part to the Nationalist move¬ 
ment with its poficy of attempting to combine |>olitics with education. Several new 
National secondary schools have sprung up, hut it appears that they too are suffering 
from the prevailing want of funds : some are tottering and at hers have already 
crambled into dust. 

The number of public secondary schools has more then doubled io the decadei 
aiul this is reflected in the census statistics of those literate in English, the 1921 
flgiiro being moro than twice that of 1911. Unfartunately the great cjcpanaioti of 
acoondary ^ucation has been accompanied lateliy by a lowering of the standard of the 
Calcutta UniTersity matriculaiion examination. Increasing numbers of boys continue 
therefore to obtain tho hall-mark of Competency for clerical service under Govern- 
meat but find no posts awaiting tlLCm. Nor can private service in offices and like 
pobitions absorb the ever incraasing number of passed matriculates and others who 
have to leave school and atop their education owing to want of means. As a result 
tho cry has gone up for more technical educatbn; hut it is to be feared, that no better 
fate will await tho students of technical institutious than that of their hfothcra who 
have had a literary cduGation, unless the number and scope of industrial undertakings 
in the province show more teadeucy to increase than can be foreseen at prijaent, 

Tho opinions of my correspondents, non-ofiicial as well as official, ara almost 
unanimous tiir«t tlie first object of those embracing education is matoHal and social 
advancement; in a few coses only, generally in the hills, it is suggi^ted tlmt relictou^ 
reasons combine with the material, while pure desire of lotruing for learning's sat:e is 
hardly mentioned. 

MahnmaUopndhyaya Pandit radmanoth Bbatiacharji, st.A,, of Gauhati, snya:— 

'* EdafAlbo ttotradayf Tor matoriAl aa l coiuequently for uoeial &dvanc 4 tDeat. Money is 

tbo only tiiinf' now tarod for-tnd that cotnas from eduicatioa " 

From Siiisagar, drljut Ratnadhoi Barun writes 

*' EdufiitioA ini dosiiod oaiy f r nulcrjol a.!* iaoaooiil, spsoisUy aorri^ or HpoointfUj^nt aador 

UoVfnimcnt at pEiv.ibe oompuiiBSF, Even tk; |w>plit of the n^rjoultiiAl oliMaea do not likd it -- or 

they think it hunoath thi^ir diirnity to plough in thdir ohq Auld^ ontj if they have read in lahook. 
Se^ol education has tjaptired the people of the «4 !qh of tho dignity of labour/' 

An opi)odte opinion from Sibiiagar is given by Pandit G. D. Misra, Vidj-abhusan, 
wbo says :■—■ 

" UtiUku Bengal, education hero is sought bv all c!ai<8e« of wwlety ia ah its diverse form#... 

The viil»r;orii veant to aequire tho caiwoity for teading the GoTeniment notice and tiraulars, and 
mbgiou* booka. fho vogra uE aeTVsjiapcr aid inagaxitu! reading ia alau spreading apuw." 

Babu Dwijesh Chandra Ghakravartty, Oowan of Gauiipur Raj, Goalpora, 
remarks that in adiUtion to the material motive, tbo instinct of education runs in 
families among the his:hcr casica, while " lower casttsj look upon o.iucali<m as a 
common leveller, and tms social arlvancament is ao mean factor in inducing people 
to educatj llieir children.'’ 

TIic same iwint is noted by Babu J^onnatU Dc of Silchar. He quotes 
Ghanakya’s dictum " an ednoated man is respected everywhere ” and notes tliat the 
ao-caUim unclean castes have risen much ia the social scale by means of education; 
they can mix with the higher oastC!t on au eqiwl footing in schools and, offices; they 
Can also improve their manners and customs and thus mix more easily with mcuilicrs 
of other castes—for example, the Xogis and Patnis of Oaobnr are ^a id to have gaiaed 
nmeh in this wav bv education. 

m m 

As to female education, there has been a general expansion of the liberal view and 
09 shown above the consua fig ores reflect this. Opinions ate divided as to the offset 
of education on girls. One correspondent says " They neglect domestic and other 
works that are ooasideted mean and derogatory, such as drawing water, husking 
paddy, cleansing uteasils and oow-housea, cooking, etc.” But another writes “ They 
do not appear to neglect their domestic work at this stage of their education/' 
Girls of the Ao Nagas, educated by tho Amertcau Baptist Mission, are said to neglect 
their field work, and cases are quoted of their falling into immorality through 
Idling in the villagt^ But they carry on domestio work in their bouses us before. 
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Tbe opiaion« I liave quitted are samples of a large number I hare received and 
they apply partly to prima^ and partly tc secondary ednication. The conclusion is 
that, for Iioys and girls alilte. elemriLts of both good and evil emerge from our 
Resent system of ^ucation. £icperse is the great obstacle to a wider expausion. 
iTimary odneatioa is free in Assam, though not yet compulsory anywhere. The cost 
ot cloines, slates and books, however, is prohibitive in many cases for the poor 
cultivator. A boy at home can look after the catUe or help in *othor waiT> and he ' 
need wear only a meagre loin-cloth, if anytliing at all; at school he will he* expected 
to appear m a respectable dhoti and will have to spend something for the necessaries 
of learning. Our fij^nires for the number of literate children under 15 years of age 
are far below the^ numbers shewn in the departmental returns as reading in schools. 
Ihe rea^ns for this appear to be, first, the large proportion (ns yet illitemte) in the 
lowest classes of primary schools struggling with the alphabtt or the first reader, and 
second, the question of expense which compels parents to rvmoTc scholars before they 
have completed a proper course, 

110* The abysmal igoorance of book-lcarniDg among the tnimual labourers on tea 
utor»cy DntMsanifins gardens IS well known. A few years ago attempts were 

., / ' made to introduce primary edncalion among the cooUos, 

with the co*oj>onktion of garden managers. Three tyijcs of school were proposed— 
tiovermneni, aided private and unaided private j mangers who agreed were allowed 
to choose which type of school should be established. All the schools wore free. 

" boon a dismal faUuTOp A few managers were enthiisiastio; manv ^vere 

jRdiircrent, Some, considering that education would cause a distaste for rnanual 
labour when the children grew up, w'ere hostile or merely toicnmt, The iiumlwr of 
sclmols oitginally sanctioned was not reached in practice, and most of those iictually 
started liave faded away. Most of the coolies themselrcs were nveriic fjom the 
fiohenie. They caw in the houra spent ou education by their children a loss 
to the family income, since children can, and do, cam wnges for certain kinds of 
garden work. 
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Provincial Table VII shows the present state of literacy on the gardens. 
Xj nfortunately no separate etatistics were eomniled at tho lost cenKua, so rhat 
curntjarison is impo^blc. 

The statement in the margin gives a summMy of the literacy condition of the 
“ coolies in 1921. It will be seen that the 

“ others ”, llmt ia the staff, aJiopkeoiJcrt, 
eto., and their families living on the tea 
#^nlcn8 provide nearly three times as many 
Literates as the coolira do, although the 
coolies are twenty or thirty times as 
numerouj Mthe others, The percentage 
of coolie literates is a little greater if 
the other garden population he subtracted 

«r-»*** i-.i. . . from the total, but it still st on ds at onlv 

a traction of the provmciai proportion. * 

111, Although it is doubtful whether the departmental returns from which 
iniiiB»nous AvstemB. Subsidiary Table "XII has been made are accurate as 

rcganls private institutions, it is genomlly acknowledaed 
that the munher of to/s and maktals is dimim^hing. The^receat Vlitical 
menls had some reviving effect on private and local Muhammadan mstituUons but 
^oir number as well as Jat of toU fiuctuntes. Owing to cconomio conditions, 
piKipie cannot afford to pay Pandits and Mauhds regularly; the educarion imparted 
docs not offer any prospect of matciial gain and Uioso who can afford to ioin onlv 
or religions instruction aro few. Moreover, Sanskrit and Arabic are studied in school 
m comparati vely shorter time and, in the opimon of some, as weU as in the mdiire- 
nous institutions. ®' 

A Sanskrit College has been started recently by Government at Sylhet, 
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The 


margioAl 


statement shows tho 


proportions contriliuted by the principal 
sources to tTcry thoDj^ad immigTania- 
The map is intended to display graphienh 
ly the ab^Luto numbers in Uic ^trcatDs 
of migration from outside Assnm^ emi* 
grants being subtracted from imitvt- 
grants. The exact statistics, except for 
Ihooe liorn oiit^ldo India, uUl Ixj founJ 
in Subsidiary Table 1\’, Part I. Bihar 
and _ Orissa proridcs more than lialf a 
million, and Bengal over a third of mill ion 
f ®f our immigrants. The subtmctioii 

«{ emgnats irak« »ima diffcrcitn for Beogal but hardly uiluots other prorinas. 
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ir^B—Tbs snows tbow tlw net bsluinr, «ifo^ k tho cue of >'ep.l lor wbiot only iminfffMoti tn- Itooim, 

Many of the Bihor and Orissa people as well os those from the United PtOTinces, 
are railway and steamer coolies, cattlemen, cobblers, domes!ic servants, carters, potty 
shopkeepers, hawkers and Nuuiya earth-workers, scattered all over the Pi-ovince - 
bul Provincial Table IX shows that about two-ibirds of the total were censoued on 
lea gardens, and many of them also arc ex-garde a coolies settlwl os cultivators. Of 
the Bengal immigrants, less than onc-lhirtetmth w©ro census^ on tea gat dens j tho 
rest are ordinary ouUivator colunisU in tho Assam Valley with a turink iu^ of elerk^* 
omcials and traders found settled in aU districts. | ag oi cierss. 

Two-thirds of the Oentrat Provinces and Central India people and five-sixths of 
those from Madras were found on tea gardens, tho remainder probably being ea? coolie 

Tho men of Rojputana are Marwaris, who do a large part of Ihe trade of the 
province, both wholesale and retail in tea garJons and outside, Tlicif activities will 
be mentioned in Chapter XII—Oeculotions. 

The Punjabis are officials, contractors, skilled mechanics and carpenters on the 
railways and on tea gardens; also motor drivers of rhe Gauhati*3hilloiig tmusport 
service. Their women number only about one-third of their men. The people oP 
Burma arc the Chins mentioned in paragraph 54 above, and though from a couti- 
guous part they are not casual visitors. 





















TSA GARDEJf IMMIGEATION, 


37 


66. Ab^ut hro-thirda of tEie Assam tea painlciLs asc in tlic BrnUrpaputra Valley 
tm Anti tluj TOit in tliQ Sunna VttlJcy. TUo total nopulafioii 

GensuBOiI on tea^rdens was 022,245. This includes 
managers and nsslslanti, 'oilier vvorkcfs, dependants and Ijin stranger ^rifcliin 6ie 
^tos on coiiRiifl uighfc. The number is about 00*000 less tban tlie total gircn in the 
tjovenitneut returns of immignint lalnnir. Tbc dilTerence is probably due to many 
cooljca biiTin^ lieen out visiting neigbbouring villages at census time; also to ibo 
fact* Ibnt tbe Uibonr year does not end in the cemms niontb of March but in June, 
and tliat tbe Govemmaot returns ineludo coal mines, oil Holds and sa^r^mills. 

Lokbimpur (233,000) and Sibsagar (223,000) have fho grcatoit tea'garden 
jiopnlfitions. tben come Sylbei (169,t>00), Caeliar (138,000), ^ Darrang (123,000)^ 
Kouggns (22,000). Kftinrup, Goalparo and tho turg Froutiur Xracto have than 
0,000 each. 

The recruit men t of tea'ganlen L'lbsurers by contractorR bas bee n abolished and 
the eufd.iri system is now ndnpted genemliy. In tliis, certain sardars or selected 
men (and sometime women) are sent by gankn manngcTs to their home districts 
every year in tbe rccmiting Reason. Tliese receive advances for espensos and work 
under the coiitmt of tlio Tea Districts Labour Supply Association; they describe the 
attracLions of tea-garden life and prospects of ultimate settlement on independout 
holtlinga in a land wliore the morisogn never fails, and induce friends, relations and 
dependants to go to Assam, Tlic usual reasons given for the immigtants' leaving 
their bornos are poveity and scarcity, and want of fertile knj ; also, desire tg join 
relations already in tbe tea districts. 

There is no doubl they come to more certainty of the means of subsistence than 
they bavo in many cases at homo, and if indiistrious, they can generally obtain good 
land and settle as permanent colonists within a few years of their arrival. How far 
they oblmn a just reward for their labour ns -coolies, and how far the Contract 
Act generally in uso now (India .Act XIII of 1859) gives fair ccntracra, are subjeoto 
which have been under enquiry by a Oommittee appointed by tbe Government; they 
cofinot be dipcusaed here, as tbe Committoe's report is not yet published*, iSoui'o 
rfroaiks on Ihe economic state of workei's in the tea industry will l)o found, however, 
In Chapter 511 of the report. Bistriet Ofbeeta are gener^y of opinion (hat new 
coolies are coiitonted in tudr new suirounduiga. 

The Labour Supply Asaooiation gels a commission, usually Es. 15 for an adult 
and Es. 7-8 fora child, and the sardar also geto a sum for each cootie he brings to tbe 
pirrten. Eecruiling of families is proferred by man igers, as single men are more 
liable to nin away and thereby cause loss to the gardcaR of the considerahlc sums 
spent in brii^ing them up. Some remarks on ago aud mx figures for tea*gardeu 
population will he found iu Chapters V and VI. 

The coolies are couduotod in parties by train and river steamer from their home 
districts by agon Is of the Labour Supply Associutioa. and suitable arriingcineats are 
mode for their food and olothlng and medical attention f» 

The coal mines, oil wells and siiw-mills of the Assam Valley generally recruit 
their labourers by lliis nretbod also, and from the same districts, tliough tbe coal mines 
employ also ii oeriain number of Chinese, Makmnb and Fatbons. The munher of 
workers and dependents in tbe.so iivdiistrios is over 10,000 j but tbora are no soparule 
statistics to show their birtliplaces. The Bodarpur oil*wells {iitd the aaw-mills in tlio 
fimma alley depend more ou local ttoui imported labour. 

In the 1011 report, Mr. MeSwiiicy diaeuEsed in some detail the divisioasof Ibc 
major |irnviiioes of birth of teo immigmnts anti the A^aam divisions to wMeb they 
go. Tile climatic and general contUiions arc much the same still, bowover, and it 
would be n(foiei>s to repeat llio infomuuion then given. The actuaJ districts of rocruit- 
ihciit Jtoe knott'n to tboso most concerned, rtr., llte diilercat Govermnents, the Assnm 
Imbour Brard, tbe LuIhiut Supply Assooiariou aud the planters. It will Le moi-e 
profitable to consider the changes of the last ton yours, by comparison of the figures 
for ihe provmcta he a u liole, The number of labourers on tea gardens rose to al>ove 
a million in l‘JlS-19, when no lesn than 324,000 oejv coolies were imported in the two 
veaw. Tbe numlttr fell again with Ibo dopreBsioti in 1020-21, 


* t BkfckiI tjl Lbo Ajvftai LaIhhiv 
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Frogrew of Meracg iXnce 1681. 
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CHAP. IX —iAKCIFAOE, 


CHAPTER LX. 

LASaVAOE. 

llfS* Btifore tho last Con^uB most of the Tolumos of tho Linguiitio Siiin?'oy of 

Mqojx o ifchapter. India Iiad bcQH pubiijlictl, Tiie introductory toIu me, with 

classification and index, is not Tot avaiiablo, but tho 
IJircctor, Sir G-eorgo Grierson, has issued a pamphlet comparing tho 1911 ceoana 
fignres irith the Sarroy figures, which wore bssed on enqiurios and reports of local, 
omoers made in 1890 and tho following years. We iiaire had also the benefit of 
adrancQ copies of his index of language name. It has therefore bCDu possible to 
place almost all the languafea returned in their piopor places and to marge the returns 
of dialects into tholr true languages. In the pn^ent report it is neoessary only to 
discuss tho statistics with rel'arouce to tho distribution of languages in tho .prorince 
to compare tliem vdth those of the Survey anl of previous census is and to interpret 
auy important variations. Dialects are not dealt with aopamtely, but In one or two 
otWi(^ {e.ff.f the Santali and Mundari dialects of Khorwari) they have been shown in 
Table X lor comparison with the figures of 1911. 

No new langiw^cs hare appeared at this census; a few spoken by small numbers 
nave disappeared, but the rejiwn of this is probablv that they have been roixirted 
under some other laugo-ogc of which they were only dialects, or that the speakers have 
left the prov^ce. A few languages spoken in other parts of Inlia appear for tho 
first time, with small numbers of speakers: tho chief of those is Chin (unspecified!— 
due to immi^atiott of Chins from the Chin Hills of Burma. Of three new Inngua^-es 
report^ at the last census, two, Choto aud 7niphei, have been recorded with 

romewhai mereased n tmbem, both occurring only in Manipur. The third, Tnrau, has 
msappoared: the retisoa is probably that it was recorded as one of the Kuki'Chin 
languages or Kuki (nnspeciftod), Lieutenant-Colonal Shukespear found only 18 
Imiwholus of Taratj, living close to the Burma road, so that another possibility is 
that tho village has moved across into Burma. On the other hand, 30 speakers of 
Tiiruw ara roco^^l for the first tima* Thoso are all mulos aud appear to ba visitors 
from Burma: their language ^uld be more correctly described as Danu. 

pe statistics of language are contained in Imperial Table X for the whole 
Imputation, and in Provincial Table VIII for the tea gawtan populatiou. At coiapila* 
tioii dialects were placed under thde proper loagiiago beads, with the help of the 
Index, hut no attempt has been modo either in the main tables or iu tho subsidiary 
tables attached to this chapter to make any reariangoment based on birthplace or 
religion. At enumeration such factors had of Course to be cousitlcred by oflioa^ dial* 
mg with the usual ^ubtful tea garden entries: I have noted on this iu paragraph 111 
below, with especial reference to Hindi. v * 

H3, There is very littla change m classification from that adopted in 1911- 
satieifi'O of oiAABiricftUon. Mikir, which Was noted at the last oensns os a connecting 

.1 fl 1 I. C- r. r.- l^etweon the Nagas ami the Kuki‘Cyns, is now ptace<l 
definitely by Sir George Grjorson m the Naga-Kuki sub-group of the Na^ iroup 
Kanlhi or Kui has been moved from the Andhra group to the lutermcdiato greup of 
tho Bravidiau tamily For the rest, we have to note onlv a few changes in the 
notnen^ture of the higher gmups such as sub-famUies auef brouohns. In Imperial 
lable X, for couv^ience of reference tanguuges iiavc been shown nlnhabetioilly 
under different headsvomacutars of Assam, of India (outdda Assam) and of coun¬ 
tries beyond India. / 

^ur great families of tauguagt-s, Auatric, Indo-European, Tibeto-Chmeso and 
Hravidian, are represented m Assam, tho first three hoing spoken bv indigenous 
pooplM and the last only by tea garden immigrants. The latest ^taiisificatiw of the 
Liugnmic Survey is shown m Subsidtary Table IforaU but very minor langua -es 
who^-c speakers have beeu mcluied in the higher groups without the tauguaga^naum^ 

beiug shown separately. e g 

Excluding the returns of Nnga and Kuki unspecified, no less than 101 distinct 
tattguages were recorded at this census. Of these, 52 are languages of Assam, 37 of 


' SbBtefipMi-.^Tb# Lajjuri-Kakj dm*, leiu, p, J73. 
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other parte of India, 0 of Asia outside India, and six are European languages. It 
should he .noted that soTeral Tstnaculars of ^epal haTO been iacniided under ''other 
parts of India” because they betong to BarjeeJing district and Sikkim as well as to 
Nepal. 

Those returned by small numb era of people have generally boon include i in 
” others ” in Imperial Table X and details by sex and district have not been given 
in any Appendix such m was princed in 1911. The details have been supplied, to the 
I>irector of tho Idnguiatio Survey and have been left on record at Shillong. 


114. 


The Census tries to record the langu^e ordinarily used by each person ia 
AcQumcv of th« «tum. liome, entries for infants and deaf-mutes following 

the language of the motherr In a countiy with various 
races and numerous immigrants from distant parts, dlOlcuIties are bound to arise: 
bilingual tribes, illiterate coolies speaking different typos of tea garden patoit. an ! 
i^orant or indifferent enmneratcra combine in Assam to exacerbate tbe ordinary 
didlculties of a language return. 


In the last census report (paragraph 100) Mr. lieSwinoy remarked ” I am afraid 
that the return of language in Assam will always bo marred by a certatn amount of 
inacenmey, though no doubt^the error wUl show a giadual diminution at each succes¬ 
sive census.*,.” At this census the prophecy has been fulhUed to tbe Urst part; the 
second part is probably true as pegords the Tiheto-Bn^man languages, but as to tbe 
entries of Bengali and nindi 1 fear inaoouraoy is as great os before in the large tea 
districts of the Assam Valley. Our old friend ” csoolie-bab ” aroflo with all its former 
etrongih, and Assiunesc cuamerators were as prone as ever to enter "Bengali” for 
any language that was foreigu to them, 

Tho iabl(>s of birlhplace show that the number of persons born in Bengal and 
censused in Sibsagnr and Lakhimpur lias remained about the aime, 2^,000, and the 
number of tea liardon immigrants from Bengal in the whole province has actually 
fallen from 3o,A00 to 2S,CK)b, Yet the number of Bengali speakers in Sibsagar aud 
Ijakhimpur (both distrioU untouohcd by tbe new influx of Bastern Bengal cultivating 
aottlers) standB at 236,000 against the 204,000 of tho Inst census. Tbe inorease might 
possibly bo accounted for by natural growth, had tho original number in lull really 
been all speakers of Bengali as recorded; but ibe figure remains at too high a level 
and oamLot I)q accounted for wholly by immigrants from Bengal and their descend- 
ants. In the other districts of the Valley the increase of Bengiili-speakers Is more in 
consonance with the statistics of immigration and natarat growth, though Barrang 
shows signs of tho tendency found for the two districts already mentioned; the Deputy 
CoTT.missioaer of Nowgong also complained of the difficulty. Every ondeavour was 
made by BUtrict apd Subdivisional Census Officers to arrive at the true facts and to 
train tbe census siaf! to do so. Nevertheless our returns are oortalnly vitiated to some 
extent by tho real impossibility of diogtioeihg tho language of tea coolies, as well as 
by tho laxiness of some, and the ignorance of most, enumerators. 

In Sibsagar, ^Ir. Hullan, tbe Subdi visional Officer, gave much personal attention 
to the problem and proved again that the difficulty w'as a vety real one* After close 
questioning of many coolies, and with Utcrato Assamese anl Bcngili helpers, he was 
still unable properly to place the oriinary ” coolie-bat ” or mixture of Hindustani, 
Bengali and Assamese. He was, however, able to eliminate tbe common error of 
entering Bengali in many coses. Generally it was noce&sary to enter RiiuLi for all 
such returns as **de?wali/' “ coylio-bjit,” "Farsi ” {except when religion and condition 
indicated a real speaker of Porsfaa), “ Manjtii-bhnsha ”, etc., sines Uiey approach tho 
ordinary oolloquifl Bi'.idustani of Upper India more nearly than anything eli^e. lu 
some parts, however, it was found that the patoi$ spoken by cj'-coolies and their 
chUdren bom in contained » greater mixture of A^mess thin of other 

langnagis : iu such cases the ontry made was Assamese, For similar loasoas the entry 
of Bihari was considerod to be too untrustworthy to be taken as the true Bihari 
language of tbe Linguistic Survey; accordingly, Bihari also has been merged in 
Hindi. As it is almost unprH^siblc even approximately to divide the Umdi-speaker*^ 
into speakoiu of Eastern and Western Hindi and Bihari, I have shown Uie entry 
iiuuU in. Subsidiary Table I in its correct place (according to the Index) os represetit- 
iog a form of the Hindustani dialect oE Wesstern Hindi, i.e., in tho Inner Sub-brauch 
of the IndoAryan languages. [Sec also remarks in paragraph 123, end part.] 


With definite tribal languages of districts of other parts of ludia also difficulties 
arose but local officers were able to surmount these in most coses with the help of 
caste and birthplacedativ, maps, tea^arden registers, the census code li'.t of langnigi-H 
and general enquiries. Probably a oortain namber of speakers of such bngusu^s 
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have 110611 etttefei:! irrongl? under Hindi or Bengali but it may be taken tkit there 
is more aocuracy in the Dravidhin and Mauda language entries tban in. tli^ ef 
Sindi and Ben^i in the tea districts of the Upper Brahmaputm Yallny. 

As u tvpieal instance of the tronhlcM, the ctise of Korth Lakhimpnr Subdirision 
may be quoted. Mr. Cantlie writes in bis report— 

old entTj Bengali for onolioT. One entry was Daffla. IPbe explatmtion circa was that 
these JuAglj’ coolies epoke on anuiUltigible toagne siiatlar to iJafla tit b^baritf. *rJte foot is that 
nehbtfr manager, clCfks nor ntfself could (1«6asteljr 0^7 wl»l “oewUe bit” sbould be called. Cnolios 
born in Ascatii arc nearer Aastnwe than aayt'uing rite, but this seiiont appears ia Uio scbc.liijaa 
In some books 1 oorrueted nearly everj entr/- 1 mado Santals Santali, Stooda.s Mundari, 

Toljgu, Oriyas Oriya, Cential Provincial Hindi, Pumlia and Mtdnainir bengali, ftanebi Hindi 

. ..The ehrks wanted to rot Ikogrii for nearly all Bihat ooolios. Many certainly need Bengali 

endings to TortH. 1 pat Hindi in most cases. A number of Etougali eotries remain on tlie sebodniee 
whifb ate d(Fabtfot........,,...Tiie raeuLti are a bir approximation, to coilTeet bat were attained la spite 

of apathy and opposition in all gardens save two or tbrse where the biau] man was keen and taught 
me. From thee<> one or two obsbrvnot men 1 oorrect-jd ab the other gardoos... 

For some tribes it may be that Mr. Oautlie's somewliat Bwceping method bos 
resnltril iu error of the opposite extreme ; for it must be remombered that eroaloQ 
ofteti occurs iu tJhe origittol tribal language bi^ore the immigrants leave their homes** 
Ou the whole, hovrcTor, 1 agree that hie results are a fair approximatioa to accuracy. 

This ofheer was fortunate in hsTing fewer gardens in his subdiTisieu than there 
arc in most o<ther tea districts; ho was thereforu able, in spite of limited time, to gire 
more personal attoution to the matter than could be given else where, 

The difficulty of the bilingual tribes nocurred agiun tu the Brahmaputra Valley, 
bat there is n:<asoa to bolicre that iustructicin of o numerators and superrision by 
higher offiris Is hare resulted in a fair standard of^eecuracy; here also we have a re^ 
difficulty in that some lang'iages arc really being ousted by others—this point is 
discu3!»ed tti pamgrapli 123 below. 

In the Surma Valley much greater ocmiracy may be preaumod, although there 
also the" tea garden entries probahly include many of doubtful Yolue. 

In the liills, where tribal names generally go with languige or dialoct names 
there b not likely to bo much error. Moreover, District Officers in the Hills have a 
cU se knowledge of what dialects arc apkea in their charges and, with the nou- 
synclirenoiifl census, were usually able personally to examine many entries. In tho 
newiy censused Konyak territory rd the Noga Hills, the langnagc was generally 
returned os Jfaga (uuspocifled) —probably owing t:) omploymoat of a foreign enume¬ 
rator. On tho advice of the Deputy Oommiss inner ntul the SuUdlVisional Ufficer it 
has been tabulated as Konyak, writh 5,630 speakersthis includes both Tamlu and 
Tableug, which are classided as distinct langimges in the Linguistio Survey, the 
number of speakers of each being estimated therein at 3,500. The villages of the 
tw'o arc mixed up nud sometiraes speakers of both live in tbo same village. The two 
languages were not returned separately at this census. 

IIB. In Goalpara tho saiuo oonflict between Bengali and Assamese nroao as at the 
Tha icniEuos. «Lt«uoTi m last Census. This was described fully In the 1911 report, 
cviuparA. paragraph 101, and I need only write now of the 1921 

develop ments. 

Political considerations enter here, and when I visited Goalpara in 1920 there 
were rumours of reyulac propagauda being started by the advocates of the rival 
languages in the subdivision. Nothing important happened, however, and the census 
ofllcer proposed solviug the difficulty by ordering that the languo^ should ho entered 
as that retarned by eaoh person for biuiself. As this was not likely to result iu a 
true record, the Deputy Commissioner was asked to issue such orders as ho thought 
fit to ensure complianoo with the oensus requirementa. Accordingly, the language 
question was token out of the bauds of tho subordinate census staff os far as possible, 
and instruotlous were given for tho Hnguage taught iu. tho village school to be 
entered for tlie corresponding area. Even this however, was found to bo unsotis- 
factory in several instances ; the Deputy Gommisaioncr then peraonolly tested the 
language in the doubtful areas and made corrections where uecessaTy, 

* Ciiun?«f ladiB. 1011. pig<4 

In tht! C«iilnl PftrtrUiM •liii Borsf, Mr. MwUm in IPll Hint Hindi ud MnnUht had (mrted OoOitli fn3m 
tlM Lnmii nt mon tben biUf tbo Gnnid popnlntion } udUw ■.linngtfa a£ tlv Oronn Uibn oiitnanibsRd Iks tpc^knifl of 
Omon by wmo p«r«iB*. 
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Tlte 6nal return slioirs a distriet proportion of Assamese to speakers 

somewhat les.^ than the corrected estimate of Mr. McSwioey made in 1911, and miidi 
;picatcr than the tabulated 6guref of 1911 would show. Atlowani^ for inmi^ratiou of 
new Bengali settlers, therefore, I think that this year's tig ares show a fair degree of 
accuracy in Gonipara. 

* To illnstcata the difficulty in this district, I quoto the opinion of a former Chief 
Commissioner, who had an intimate knowledge of rural life in fcho province. Ho said 
'' We may take it os a settled fact that, so long as we attempt to work upon a basis of 
'Bengali' and ‘Assamese' the iangusge statiatics of Omilpara district will be worthlusi. 
The plain fact is that the pic of Goalpara district all speak ‘G jalpari'. At the 
Bengal end they speak it aith a tinge of Bengali; at the xVssaji end with a tinge of 
A^amcbc ; and in the middle with a tinge of ^th”. 

Sir George GKerson s%js that the langus^ spoken In western and sonth'Wester t 
Goalpara is pure Bajhangsi, which is a wetl«inarki;d dialoot of Bengali, an I he namot 
the dialect of the casern paH of the distriot western Assam'^u, which h AssantesQ 
influencod by tho Bajbaugsi dialect of Bengali spoken iinnia liatcly to the west.* 

116, Snbsidio^ Table I shows the total number of speakers of tbo itunortaEit 

languages in thousantb in 1911 and 1921 and their pro* 
X>ortion per millo of the population in the latter jreir. 

Subsidiary Table II gives the distribution by distriots, as proportions in 10,000 of 
the population of all languages spoken by over 2 par cent, of the peoplo in the whole 
proTJuce. Local distribution of the rest ^y bo found from Iiupcrial Table X, For 
dctailol accounts of the structure and affinities of the various kngu^ei aotl of their 
distribution .in India, reference sliould be mode to the votamos of the Linguistic 
Sur^'cy. 

With the help of Griorson's Index we find that almost all the lAnga!9bge9 recorded, 

including most of the" othem in Imjicrial Table X, 
fall into one of tlio four groat fatuiliss, Tho number not 
so falling (unclassed gypsy languages, etc.) is less t mi 
1,000 and has no appi'cciable effect on the geueral proper* 
tions. Speakers (nctUAl numbeis) of all tho four families 
bave increased considerably since the last census, but in 
TaryiDg degrees. _Tbe present distributfi;u and that of 1911 
are shown in the margin as proportions in a thousand of 

the population. 

The lndo*European family mnia tains its position with little ohange, domiuEiting 
all the others with over tlirec'lourths of the population speaking one or other of Us 
hingnages. Tho loss in proportion of tho Tiheto-Chinoso family is duo cbiolty tu 
immlgratinn, shown in tho correspondiag gains of tho Austrio and Dravidiau families ; 
the extra speakers in these two fuinilics are MuncLis, Sanlals, Oraons, etc., in the tea 
ganlens. 

117. Thoro are two suh-familioi of this family, the Auitro-Nosian anil tluj 

Auatro-Asiatic. Only tho latter b represente I iu Assam : 
it has two brauohes, the Mon-Khmer and the Mstnii<*. 

KhasL forms a group by itself and is the sole representative in of tlio 

Mon-Khmer branch. It is an island of speeiih in a definite 
area, tho Ehasi and Jfiintia Hills, surrounded by xU'yau 
and Tiboto'Burman languages. The number of IChasi speakers has increased by 
3,000 to nearly 204,000; tho smallness of tho inore^ose is duo to mdueuKa, for the 
lungiMge gro^vs with the tribe and contact with plains people or foreigners has no 
ahsor{)liva effect on Khosi. Tho work of the Welsh Bllisionaries in preserving and 
improving its lltiiraturo is well known. Tho Survey ffgures are too low j^imply on 
account of the lapse of time. 

In the Mitnda Branch, speakers have nearly doubled in the decode. AIL arc 

coolies or e.r*coolica of tea gardens, and inoit of tliein 
speak Mundari, Santali or one of the other diaiects of the 
Kherwari language. Although some who should have been shovn as speakoisof 
these languages have been entered ns speaking Bengali or iliudj, tbe language 
tigiues, except for Santah, approach more nearly to the tribal figures than was tho 
case in 1911, and 1 think themfore that there is mure accuracy here than at h^t 
aensiis. 
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TIDETO'COIKESE FAMItT. 


118. TUis family oontaina far tlie largest niiinb^r of laaguagcs in the provitice, 
Tib*ii<*Chin««f*itiiiy. althmigh the spaOtors are less than a quarter of tbase 

speaking the Iu(3o-Anan languages. They arc very 
wi Idy diatiibuted and offer fields of great interest to the pbilolo|Eist. * 

The inset map shows how 


ASSAM—DISTRIBUTION MAP No. IS, 

OF rtBETO'CHINESE UNGUAQES, ISSI. 



the famUy dotninates the 

speech of the liilla (except^ 

the Shasi and Jaiutia Hills), 
and tinges all the plains 
districts except Sylhet; *and 
oven in .Sylhet there are 
33|000 speakers, chiefly 
Manipuris and Tipams. 


W*! 


the SadiyaPronti^ Tract, La4impur lid 

MtinerhSonged l^Dguago, now 

The Ttbefa-Surmaft Sub-Family bis increased its number of njeakers hv SI ftOO 

“ It will be noticed tliet tho Siil>-Fa,raily tbn.fc eoataina tbe - t ^ , 

Tibotn-Bnrioan. 5e fnr as tbe arei cox-ensd by tbe Survey b concerned the *• tbc 

of tb« Sub-Family all live in mountain™/onnntrie^' TrX'oh^ "t iho kngua^ 

neielibouf^ and tan|r«ajea lIhib quickly eplit up into didect./,md^.«cb^dkuV* 
a dmtmtt bm^iiagc In tbie way, wtiffe the number of Ungefc-c* 

of eaoh, averaging about I7,ft0(l, ie smalL'^* ^ ** the anmbci of tpeaker 

Jn the NouTit AsSAa JJa^VTO, Abor and Miri are now shown senamtelv in 
North AMam Branch. J^uUsidiary Tiihlo 1 as thoj were returned eermrately and 

Abor.M(ri. ^ classed m the Survey, The former is found 

12,000 ap^is. n>oL.tt«L%kLcu”nXpS%Ws'^;fX "«f 

6il»,g»r .fistricK The Survey flgans to both tosu»“r„f n„w ?"■* 

to extension of areas and the passage of time The ottinr" t™, ^ owing 

Aka, Dufhi and Mishmi. ha^^^rs^Sra w4if 
their hftUiat IS h^ojid the fronHer, it is interesting to note that ihr7‘ * 
tUo Kluias, Imrg in the Aka country and speakinu a Tauf^tuiS*/,* /* ^ ^ people. 

HrussoorAU language. The people are^exactfy like^dfe distmet from the 

live in sppanito Tillages, count as a class inferior to tb/s m up^mce but 

(though not ns shv.)^ Both the Akas and 

so they are in fact bilingual. Unfortuaatoly the PoHti™! nnt 
at present no fuithcr information about the Khoa laiJua->u^ ^ Balipara has 

Tlin Trmrrrt.fTruir o.. .r .. 


_ _ _ Balipara has 

The Tmaio-HiMALATAK Branch of the TS/^urman Snh.P^mii - i j 
. ,w«to-H.m.r«y.n of Bhiiton and of Ti^t (Tibetanj—the speakfrS^S 

lani^iages spoken by some of the immi^nta*^rom Nej!d^*^f“*L ffimnlayan 

in this branch decreased by about 2,000, probably mvW to -^pcakera 

ludo-Arvan language Kaipali instead of their oriimal^m^*,^ njtummg the 
scattered over all districts of the pravinc*. “"tlier^ongara. They ore 

Jii :.. ^ o— h»n. I. .„. ,e. 
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In the AssAM-UtTEMEaE Bban'CH we have several ^aps and sub-stou|)*> comprl- 

fiing most o£ the plaLos tribal languages and the hill 
Aamm-Bwnnie** rana . ol tho inferior and the eastern frontier, such, as 

Kacliari, Gaio, Loahei, Mikir, tho various Noga, Kukl and Chin languages, and 

JVlanipurL In the Undo group an increase of 19,000 in 
Bodo Bfoup. Garo speakers contrasts with decreases in Kachori and 

Dimasa, Rnhha, Tlpura and Lalung — -most of these probably being due to tho 
* biiingmUistn error or to neighbouring Assamese or Ben^U Hindu influeucea causing 
an actual wish to suppress tho tribal language as a atippcsed hedge of barbarism. 
The decpoaso in speakers of Tipura probably arises largely from emigration of Syihet 
Tiparas to Tripura State owing to prohibitioa of Jkaming in Syihet. It is difficult do 
compare thi.s gr-mp with tho Linguistic Survey figures, os mOit of its components are 
spoken also in Bengal. It seems, however, that tho survey figures for Lalung are 
much too high (40,000 against the census 10,000); while those for Ohutiya arc too 
low. 

In the Naga group, an increase of 15,000 spRakers is acoountod for partly by the ‘ 

census of the trans-DIkhu Konyaks for tho first time and 
NasasToup. partly by actual growth in a few tribes, notably Hikir 

(d-fi.OOO) and Angami (-1-4,000). Generally, however, on aeoouafc of the severity 
of in’luaajia in the Xaga Hills and noigUbouring tracts, the sp-iakcra of languages of 
this group have increased tittle or hava actually deorea^ed: for instance, Lhota 
speakers are 2,000 less and Tangkhul speakers are 3^000 less than in 1911. But 
according to tho oonsua the Survey figures for the Kaga group arc too low, the 
deficiency beiag ehiefiy in tho numbers cstiniatati for Angami, Ao and Mikir. There 
is a fall of nearly B.OOO in the number of Kacholia Naga spijakors- This is probably 
due partly to inaoeuracy in L91I and partly to some having been rotarned now under 
Knga (unspecifictl) and Angami ; although their languages are different the Kachcha 
JTagas have been much infiaeiiood by tho Angamis and they are probably from tho 
same stuck,* 

The Kuki-Chin group includes the nin'.'Taga languagej of Manipur, and various 

tongues of the Lushai Hills and tho Burma border. 
KuHt-Chin ffroup, Manipuiij the only member of the Meithei sub-gnmp, 

continues its vitality, Kumericatly, it is tho mist impirtant member of the whole 
Til>eto-Bmman sub-family in Assam. The numbsr of its speakers has increased by 
10 per cent, bo 331,000—a nmnher whioh is over 4 per cent, of the population of 
tho province ; and tho survoy estimate of 2-10,000 is now much too law. In the 
northern Chin sub-group there is an increase iu the Manipur languigo Thado, wMoh 
now baa over 31,000 speakers, corresponding very closely with Survey figures. The 
nnmberiS reCDrdad for Paite and Ralte, which are -poken in the Lushai Hills and 
Manipur, linve decreased in both distriots ; there is nothing to show that these have 
been returnod under any other name, and I can only account for tho decrease by the 
economic and epidemic diaoose troubles which resulted in tho very low rate of growth 
in the Lufihai Hiib and among the Hill tribes of Manipur, Tho decrease is hardly 
compensated for by an inorease in speakers of Lushai or DuUon (-|- 5,000), in tho 
Gentral Chiu sub-group and of Hmir (-f 4,00Oj in the old Kuki sub-group. 

The low number (40,539) given in the Survey for Lushei speakers appears to be 
due lo tho fact that the Survey estimate was based on tho census of 1891, vrhen only 
the area known as North Luslmi was {»unfed. 

Ihe different tribes and languages are ao numerous that it seems wo must always 
Iwve some ‘ unspecified' entries, until our eaumoratorB are experts. At this census 
there are 10,000 persons returned as speaking Kuki inupecified, and 0,900 Ohin un¬ 
specified. These list are tho new Chiu immigrants from Burma. 

Of tho remaining; groups of the Tiheto-Bnrmaa sub-family there is little to bo 

said. Speakers of Singpho, in the Kaohiu group, hare 
increased to over 5,090 iu Liikhimpur and Sadiya, partly 
owing to census of now vilia^as. Languages of the 
Burma group are spoken only by a few temporary iinmigrauts and by doscendants of 
a small remnant of the Burmese invaders of Assam—-now 91 persons — who are 
settled in the Garo Hills and still speak Burmese. 

There remam three other Tibeto-Bnrman language? named after tho Loi villages, 

Andro, ScDgmai, and Chaitel. These, owing to soiutiness 
Lui lanffuofiffii. information, are at present unclassedt. They have 

been placed in a group called Lui and from recent enquiries in Manipur the Political 
.iigent believes that they are not quite extinct hut ore still spoken at iiome by soma 

• llriTijjr IZSi?. 

t SojToy* li>L LLIj. Part 1II| p- 43. Stt ilio HodfoHi Tkt pp. 
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Low, lioweTijr, speak Manipuri outside their hotisca, and there tras 
not a single entij of Lm or any of its components at the Ccmsus* Mr Mullan who 
he ia the Tillage*, eaggeated f«m IQe ».»a.blaice af eMaia wria 

the l »0 northern language., &«.gn.ai and Andre, might he uoiineet^rith iho 

H 9 . The Jaagaages ol this family-Telagu, Korokh or Omoa, Kai or Kandhi 

Dravidlaji FamMy, Tamil—are, like the Mtinda Innf^uagcs, the mother 

census^ under this head yas mpiiasr^jSSo in\m. ^hicnllcieast?^*^*^ 

irj flwgu f*f9.00(>). Kurukh ( + 20,000), and Gondi (+12,000}, The numh!^ 
speaking Kurukh oo^ponds closely with the number of the tribe in^ Imporia? Table 
MIT j but nearly .i20O0 Grinds were census^ against only 22«000 «. eaker* of Gottrii 

The rest of the Gouds hare probably been retS as ^pUking Hm^ii 

ISO. IVe are concerned only with the Myan Sub-Familv of this faintly 

Indo-Eurcpun Fikmlly, Bmnch account 

4 T. . s. . only 4,000 people: all the rest bill into thu T.wi.rv 

Aryan Branch of the sub-fatuily. indo- 

Because of the inaccuracies mentioned in paragraph 114 restiJfimoi, 

111 several districts of the retTjrnBfor Assamese, Bengali and Hindi fand 

also be affected to some citent), I give no maps such as "era nrinti in 'h 

rt'poft to show distrihuUon of Assameso and Bengali. In oide/to *din5nato I'ha 

errors, the proportions are 
snown in map Ifo. 19 for 
ml Indo-.4ryan langiingos 
grouped together. Takim? 
hrst tlio Outer Sub-br.axcu, 
^tisiern Orattfi, It should 
he noted tliut Syjhct, Cachiir 
platiiB and Goalpam oontnfn 
tbo grant ma,ss of the 
mdigenous Bengali speakers 
and JUmnip, Harrang, 
^ow^ug. SV>S3S^T nifd 
Lakhimput moet cif tjjo 

A” 

or the Brahniflpiitrn Valley 
have large numbers of 
immigraut Bengali spaikers 
-the re^rded proportions 
wiii be found in column a 
or SubsidiAtT Tabic TT 
ne Gara Hills, owing Vo 
Its plains muuzns and praxi- 

Ben^I V and 

Bengal, has more than 11 

per cent, of Bengali speaker 
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tnnte TJid rmh^uB 
riwn am:—Skftit f3$|. 


B...... to »• oH.or hill ii.i™, h»/L r.n"ar^ S ol 

Urthcr A.u.«rec or BoogaU. Freo. the igZs Tthl 
nuttgre it IIIK apparent that Cn.± 
and Bengali are holding their own in the 
P«Tin«. The alight diilcrencrir,^ 
ocdtago arc well ^within the limits of o„or 

a&'i ^ maccuracles already 
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The aumber of Assamf^sc speakers noted in the Surrey has now becoono too low 
by about 260,000; and the nuinber of Bengali speakere* estimated by the Survey for 
Assam fails short of the census total by 070,000. In the Bmhmnpotra Valfcy the 
proportion speaking Assstneso has natnraliy su^ere I by the increase of Bengali Imtni'- 
^grants outside the iea gardens anxl of Oriya, Munda and Khensari speakers brought 
up by the gardens; but in the provincial proportions Assamese loses little. 

The third member tabulated under the Eastern group ia Oriya; in this we find an 
opjya. increase of 100,000* tlie total of speakers being now 

162,000 : most belong to ten gardens or have been con¬ 
nected with tea in the past. They are found in var^iig propoi-tions in oil the tea 
districts. 

lu the Innee Sub-BBAS on, Oroup, wo have only one ropresontative* 

KalpalLor Khas-Kura. Its speakers are found all over 
the proTinue, iu the hills m well as in tlie plains. Thuir 
number lias more than doubled since the last census and is now U5,0^)0. This pro* 
bably includes some whose mothor tongue is one of the TibctD-Hinialayan langimgcs, 
but on the other hand, a certain number of Naipali speakers may have been entered 
under Hindi, Allowing for both errors, I think our census number is not far from 
correct. 

In the Central Group are Hindi and Rajasthani. The speakers of Rajasthani 
ffaiuthsiM. are more by only 1,0(J0 than in 1011, although immi- 

grams from Rajputana havo increased by 4,000 in the 
decade; the difference has probably gone into Hindi. As explained in parograph 4. 
1 have placed alt Hindi sp^kers in this group as vernacular Qindustani Is oQicially 

cla^d as a dialect of Western Hindi, .itn auempt to 
divide the Hindi figures by use of immigration statistics 
Is full of difEouUy, because in many cases the actual districts of origin of tea 
garden Cbolics arc not known and also because the mongrel tongue spoken by them 
often falls into no proper language. Eoushty it may be that two-thirds *of the 
468,000 Hindi speakers enumerated thould be placed under Bihari, a quarter under 
Eastern Hindi and only one-twelfth under Western Hindi} but this is little more 
than a guess. 

ISl. In 8ibsagar and Lakhimpur 517 persons wore entorod os speaking Dorn. 

un„i«Md mnsuiwM Accoidmg to the Index this is a gypsy language; but most 

likely the language ontir was a mistake and tbe persons 
wore Dorns by caste,—connected with tea gardens and speaking some laag iage foreign 
to Assam, probably Bihori or Bengali 

Fourteen speakers of Eanjnri, all males, censosed in Jaipur, were probably 
really vagtaota from Korthem India. 

ISS. General remarks about the tanguag'^s spoken by tea garden coolies have 
. been made iu the prec^ng naraitraphs. Detailed statis- 

tics Will be fcunrl in Frovmoial Table VIII. Very few 
of the speakers of Tibeto-Chinese languages arc found on the gardens. Over three- 
fourths speak Xtido-Aryan hm^i^es. nearly one-sixth follow the Munda Brunch and 
about one-fifteen I h the Draviman family. Speakers of all have increased bat the 
Afunda and Dravidian tangm^e proportions are higher than tlioy wore in IQII, when 
the Aiyim languages (ebiefly Hindi, Bengali and Onyn) swalloTcd more than four- 
fiftlis of the numbers. This result whs to be expected in view of the change itt origin 
and cln£s of immigrants discussed in Chapter III, paragraph 56. 

Although language cannot be taken as a test of race, and. deductions aa to absolute 

numbers of tribes cannot be made from 
itf the statement in the margin throws 
some light on the classes and numbers of 
tea garden iuvmigTants satiling on the 
land in Assam, and the languages spoken 
by them. Many of the Hindi speakers 
outeidc the gardens are doubtless men 
engaged in general labour, trade and 
transport, in addition to those who have 
token up land. The statement indicates, 
however, the large numbers of ex-coolies 
from the aboriginal tribes of other pro., 
vinces who are now remaining in the pro. 
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DISFltACEM£]iT Of N'ON'iBTAJT JiAKOUAGE-'. 


H shown t!]e iiumbarof aponkers outside thegnrdoiia- 

^han m toil. It appimrs, therefore, that' 

inKn! Showing any serious signs of fargetting their own Lmgungea 

u adopting TogjJ altljftygij many probably become hiiingual* 

123, Subsidiary Table III contains (tome materials for estimating the extent to* 

, Di*pH«Mm«m cf non-Ary an languages are tlisappcnring under contact 

<»thera. nractiodly, ooutacD with tlie .-tryan 

OrariiS^by aJ-Jao no* ipoken by i^opte wh« i»n< ModsJtwh or 

th? klS^wTiT w',. "f the a»rly trib J tiimliwla u f*plai-i«l su buta? (h» ^rurtlr J 

fer^-^aSsrSiS .Srii-^ “ 

Tbe conditions and facts still iniLcb thf^samn ju^in ion ? -* 

tot^iur's 

TnsblPf^* ?r ^ lan£mis«,—Th^ figtires for IChrisi, Ali,>r*AIEri 

nunjhm, ,m»n difference. V«in«* «e«S fo"®^ ^ bT "S 

C iiUtunb or Hindu, for wbom .epnnite figure, nro not nlirej'. erailnble. 

The case of ^i'^oso or IJilU Kaohari is pooulinr. The fif^tiren frirf^nniit tba* . i. 
kngMnge is diMpp^ing fa^it in the Xorth Coelmr chief llLr ^ t!I« 

Utmnsa is now less than 10,000 against l5,0oiMn MrH 
ITti^nS* ^ **i population -if tlio subdivision has remnlneil nearlr the same' 

Hutbuuarf <i «» •'■•f 

iV*5 0 m'“’ f?’' "i IcSThn, dX“’?™"h!; 

S = 

writing, to induce the hElmcn to describe th ^ X 

after tJio name of their qncin-ancaS^,i^; t1 1 • ‘ ’^5'; liiugunge as Hairimba, 

the Rakshasi Hirimba wlio married Bhim. This'^in^/^if woutd^nnt 
amcewehave tabulated the Hirimba Jan^uacpc r>- ^ I decrease* 

time there has been a snoiai mOTeinenL l>imam; but at the same 

w'hicli Ims caused the liill ILioharis to refnriiL untmgol with political imfiortg 

this title bdo^alL to ^ ^ Kshattriya, a1 

This social movement, combined witMlic move IT W ^ tlie numbers. 

many bilingual hilliton or intcivAtRfT nnumap^t^ Hinduism, has probably oansed 

I doubt if 5,(J00 of them have really lostTS^'II^J.fr language as Bengali j 

is noihitig to show that thdr num^ri K™ ^ mother tongue m ten years, and thcro 
The deTclopment of the pnooM in tbic nm * by natural causei to this estont. 

intercM, ^ should 1w gf much 

ia SiiSdllf^TblnU.. fftlSin U "toZ ®S“™ /»' Madpar Srntc 

eoturnod by certain other castes or tribes in tvslmttriya has been 

can be certain that the Kshattrivaa are nm^vvi^u Manipur we 

diffotence of 40,{X>0 between the ^ ^ Mnnipuri by mce. The 

ed for by the addition of 33,000 St who al^retu^'^I^T account- 

tongue, and the great maioX ^ ^ ^heir mother 

cnumei^ted in thoState, Here wf may Brehmana 

languages (see end of pamgraXunoveWu^st J of the Lai 

of ttanorT.lMto.Burnai. b7 ano«ii ■* 
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Among ilte MaQipuris ifottled in Caohnr there is a alight increase of speiakers 
of the langungo, but iu Sylliot a decrease (2,2 >0j of speakers goes with an increase 
of the KihatLrijna. This decrease is mere hkely to be due to the general stagna¬ 
tion of the Hindu population of SylUet iu the decade than to the merging ol the 
language in Bengal i but many Maniputis settled in the Surma Valley, dspenially 
malos, are bilingnai and error may hare arisen from this. 

(3). FtniM tan^naffen.— rhe languages most alfeoted by contact with othere in the 
plains are Chutiya, Laiung, Kachari and llabha C^mtiya sbowod a sliglit incrcasO 
at the last census, and itr. SfcSwiTioy remarked that it was practically deEunot hut 
still retained a small spark of life. .4t this census it seemed to have disappeared 
altogether, but at my rer[ne 9 t special enquiries wr;re made in Sibsagar and 
Lnkhiinpur, when it was found tlmt cerUin entries previously taken us illri should ip 
reality be Cbniiya (Dooii). Tlie number in 1921 shows another increasCt 1^ 
now '1,113. At the same time the number of the tribe enarneratwl w/ls 00,009, 
It seems that the Deori or Levitt saetbn of the tribe does not intend to ol>atiiioa 
the parent tongue, though they may became completely bilinguaL The matter ie 
of bistorioal interest, for the Chatiya Umguflge appears to be one of tbe original 
Iflnguagcs of Upper Assam.* 

The Lutiitiff language gho^TS a further deoliuo from 12,000 to 10,000 speakers, 
while the number of the tribe has risen from 39,000 to ‘11,000. Absorption by 
A'ssameso appears to be going on still, but the rate is slower than that noted at the 
lasc census, although 3*2 per cent, of the tribe arc now Hindus, against 1*8 per cent, 
in mi. 

For Kaohari, following the procedure o£ the last report, I haTc added the 
Dimasa speakers to those returned uruiar Kaclmri and Mech, since all t .e speakere 
are of the same tribe. In the result wo find that there has been .a drop of about 
S,000 iu speakers of these languages ; the numbor of the tribe shows a decrease at 
tho ffime lirau of 21,000, If the figures wore relifibto we should thus have nearly 
9u |)or cent, of the tribe speaking the oncesiral languige, against SQ per cent, in 
1911 and 75 in 10fl- The tribal number shown, however, U a good deal lower 
than the actual, for manj* returned thouiselvcs under other castes, notably Kshattriya. 
Thu ab^ioluto decrengc in speakers is roduceil to only 1,700 if we exclude Dimnsa. 
This is made up by an inorease of ufsirly 20,000 in Goal para imd decreases iu 
alt other plains distrioLs. osj^ecinlly in FCainrup, Darrang ,and Cachar. It seema 
tbererore that among the llech section of the tritie tbe language^ is robust and 
growing with the populntion, although somo part of the Gialparn increase is duo 
to immigration of McoUsb from Jalpiiiguri. But Assamc^o and Bengali are displaC' 
ing Siicbari stoidily in the other districts. The accuracy of the emimeration was 
probably ft little greater than at the lost cctisus Ce.xcept in North 00011.-1?), ami the 
falling *oIT in the language sgoms to show a real desire of some of tho people to 
return Assamese nnd Bengali rather than their mother tongue. Probably they 
have not lost their Kachari, but a great number are bilingual and the usual feeling 
of superiur eirflisation confer, cii by Aryan speech must have influenced them c in- 
currently witli the more towards Hinduism. At the present rate, however, it will 
take many deca-les before Kaobari dies out as a spoken langnt^o. 

Biibha shows a docline in number of speakers from 23,000 to 22,000; the 
number of the tribe enumerated as Habhas luts decrea.‘;ed at the same time by nearly 
9,000, irat this is largely due to exclusion of Tot)os, of wiiom 7, iOO werti added to the 
Eablia tribe total in 1911. It is truetlmt in 1911 ilr. Friend-Pereira reported that tho 
Pati lUibhas hud lost their mother tougac and spoke Assamese {.Assam Cc jsus KeTiort, 
1911, page 112). Apparently the process is extending, but it is early yet to say hat 
Eabha is a dying language.' At tho last census an increase of 8,000 llabha speaker 
was recorded, fuit this was attributed only to greater accuracy. I do not think tho 
present decrease can be put down to a real relapse into inaccuracy on the part of the' 
enumerating staff: it seems to be due to the same cause as the Kachari decrease— 
growing tendency of bilingua! people to plump for the language of higher civilisation. 
The returns show a set-back, but m& docs not mean that the languages are dying yet. 
At the census of the United Kingdom in 1911 it was found that though speakers of 
Irish only and Gaelic only numbei^ 0-‘i. per cent, of the populations of Ireland and 
Scotland, yet spcakeis of both Irish and English were 11 per cent., And of both Gaeiiu 


• pw u €biid|«i XiagtuikE Surfwj, V«lEta« HI, Tut U, f. US. Sm aIk GaH, tllttoij ^ 

Assn, FF-S6 IE. 
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and Eng^ were 4*6 per cent, of the respeotiTO populations* while tn Wales and 
Monmouih a immution of monoglot Welsh and increase of monoglot eS SSs 
aceompanied bj a practically imohanged pereantoge of digbt pciaoS ^ 

124. In ihe decode a nom^r of text-hcoka. pampUeta and minor literary works 
uturary wrtjytty. oos publffited. Ko loTgo work of any merit or of 

1 ^**^'*'®^ Tisihlo, Afisomcee and tbc rariouB forms of poolin 

fo MfiT In Surma tS ha^rJnCe^ 

to fnl^ all orinary needs as local media of communication in the nlains SikpHuK 

iSod dfflfinte English words with Bengali or Assamese sememe^, fntlra^a 

p.«Pn flT« “ KhLrcS^"!^' i”"™?* 

.. .i.empli,ed « 
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Al>or>Mm 

iAd 

80,007 

73,005 


CliDtiya 

*** 

96^000 

1 4 , 11 s 


Garo 

(■ + » 

I 6 I 1 SI 5 

172,912 

Coinion 6 in^lodM 7^484 

Kaebatij "hieoh ttod Dimftaa 

did 

303,584 

, 270,639 1 

Uaru Cbniilanii. 

Coliomn 9 mcluddf I6j^ 

E.luimtt 

■ - ii 

2,95S 

3,987 

Scialkfia. 

Lisiluiiicr «** *** 

-d 

•U.O.’iS 

10,SS.3 

Coltmin .1 inrli^dM 24^135 
Laihfu Cbtiitlaiif., 

Liisbai (Ladici, Hmir, Eoite, Bolte) 

ifii 

01,000 

84,999 , 

MADipori *’« 

P Vi 

197,404 

243,202 1 

Mimifiut oidj^$tp 

#.-» 

i«» 

11I,6S!9 

109,120 

Xiusjgnipk 1 jS9. 

N4^^» Aogamt 

kmm 

40,Ui»3 

43,060 

Cti! uifiii ^ 2 ^ liacl adw 7^0?i 

Naga Ao ».. 

Kaga Lbota . 

m wm 

2^,085 

SIM42 

w*m 

Is,400 1 

13,412 

Ae ChiiitiafUL 

Sf^ma nr#* 


3a,4S4 

34,8^8 


Kagti Tangiliitl 

mm,^ 

22,823 

23,934 , 


Kablm 

k^m 

70,491 

22,280 


TipUA 

-V* 

4,801 

4,983 


Dravidian (kmily. 





Ootid «4* 4<>^ 

kmw 

S1,SSD 

21,632 


On^n A». ««* 

VP# 

42,213 

39,397 

a_ _— ' 
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CHAT. X.—lyTinWITlES. 


CHAPTER X 


I^FIRmTIES, 


125* Owiii? partly to difficulties of diagnosis; fiad partly to iutoutionil conceal- 
Scopfl snii accuracy of ruc it, tlie stfttisiics of iiiflrimtieit are far le^s rclialilc ttian 

y**' the otlier oenstM ligureji, except pcrliaps tUoae for ago and, 

in some cases nt iUis census, those for ooste* 

It has seriously hei;a profioeed to drop tlie enquiry altogether. But in India 
there are foir ordinary means of obtaifiiivg sUtiatics ou these suhjeot<i oror any irirlo 
area and as the errors are to some extent constant the statistics of distribuiion and 
variation arc of some corapacatiTe mteroit. The GoTetnmenc of India decide! 
therefore to retain the enquiry. 

The infirmities tabulated in Imperial Tables XII and XI[-A are the sane as 
those of IQII, namely insanity, deaf-mntism, blindness and leptoay. Aringle colman 
of tlie schedule iras provided for these and the iustruction (in the various vcraaculars 
to the enumerators was-^ 


" If anp pemto be bliod of both oye#, nr iruano, or frono c:)iT4jiye leptHy^ or deaf aid 

duinb^ tfptir tbs d&qil! of the infirmity ja |]ii» coluioo. 

Di Shier who are blgid of oa^ eya onlj^ or only deaf w only damb. of wbo are infferinff 
from trbii* kprasr oply/'^ * 

TJic only difference from the 1911 procelure is in the decision by the Government 
of India to omit, for varions reasons, the words ' from birth ’ after' deaf and 
dumb.’ 


In spite of this clear wording and of repetition in the instruotiona to the hHier 
staff, many dofoots appeared in the entries. Single entries of ’deaf were common 
necossihitiog reforeno© after the cansus to districts for further enquiry. Other entries 
such as blind of one cyo,I u^ht-bUud, 'totally/ occaaionally mud, hiilf-mad white 
leprosy, also occurred. 

It would doubtl^ be hard even for eduonted laymen in all tsasea to distinguish 
mere idiocy or weak-mindedness from proper insanity, or sncli dLscascs ns Icuoodenna 
and syphilis from true leprosy, or dimsightedneas from real blindness j tho mistaken of 
theonlicary enumerator are therefore not to be wondered at. Besides the abovo 
unintentional cwmra thoie arc ca^ of dolibemte concealment. These occur in the 
cis<; of li‘pn)«iy, espcoklly in persons of respected family and aufong women ; also in 
some cisas of insanity and deaf-mutism, cspociaUy among children, because paronts 
are naturally unwilling to acknowledge the defect so long as they have hopes of cure 
.y I shall show below (paragraph 130). there are gronnda for supposin? that the 
change of wording in the case of deaf and dumb has induced condonation of omissions 
in respect of children in many caeca 


On the whole, I think thrit increased elucation and insistent sunerrision of 
eniimeiators by the higher staff has resulted in somewhat less inaconraev in tho 
record than in that of previous ojnsuse.i. except in the case of deaf-mntiara. ^ 

Owing to very great diffeTcnct’s in the roturns for 1921 and 1911 in ^fnnmiir 
Naga Hills and Lashat Hilbi. special references were made to the District Officet/^' 
to the causes The Polities! Agent in Manipur attributed tho difference to Increased 
accuracy tm the part of tho enumerators, and the Deputy Commissbner of the Kami 
HiiN to irtipmvment in the didrict coinius arrangements and in the education of thn 
itilnhitonts, wliioh alloweil of the omployment of Nagas in place of foreienore as 
emimornt'Wi. The Sufierintendeut of tba Luabai Hills could give no reasons.^ 

The slip-copying and ^rting was done, as in 1011, by a special staff undor careful 
suponusion and many doubtful entries wore referred back for further cnqoirv in the 
distncts: this part of the work was therefore at least as aocuratoly done as at 

Census. 


One can only guess at the degree of acouracy attained in the end. In tha last 
report (iiag.^ lOS) -Mr, McSwitioy thought that it would bo oxpeotimf too much of our 
enumerators to insist that their rotary ara reliable la as muciTas 90 per cent of 
the oases, I am mclmed to put the limit lower, and to think that even with our 
increased precision m 1921 we should not count on 75 per Cent, of the entries being 
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correct. For Icpert fcho niimbor sliown ia likely to Iw too umall, for tire blind too 
large. For the other tiro in&rniities errora of inaoeartte diagaosb and cjncealiaent 
may to some extent canscl^ oot, though not whollyi a® the recurring diiTerences 
for* the two aexca indioate. 

The three Suhsidiary TuWcs attachad to thi* ohaptiir give proportbnfite dgurea 
" by SOI, district aud age for ttie different iafirmities, and for different ccnsu* years. 


Y*ar.i 

Innno# 

1 

Doaf- 
mUtA. ; 

Blind. 1 

Lepeifv. 

Tbtal. 

Efi2r.. 

1 

5^7 

7,72S 

4,43+ 

21^33 





S$ 

STO 

lOtt ^ 

aiii^ 

S39S 

4^403 

4372 

10.133 

leoi.. 

2.1110 


3,7190 

3,033 

, 17,032 

11^1 , 

^,022 

4,G8I 

3.332 

3J27 

20^2 


firnM* tb [taUct nbow ilu pnportSnu vm 
HHtJOdti or na totel ptifulatim, 


Tbs absolute numbers are small com¬ 
pered with the totni population. In no 
siagle district eioept Sylbot does the num¬ 
ber aftticted with any one infirmity reach 
one thousand, nod In six of our districts 
tfia sum oE the four classes is less than 
1,000. Hence variations in the propor¬ 
tionate figures must be einminod with 
caution. 


The totais for 1921 and 1911 in the inset statament differ from tire sum of the 
ennstituents on acOonnt of Uio inolusion of persona suffering from more than one 
infirmity. Thare were 200 of these in 1921 and 112 at tire lost consua ; the details 
will be found on the tiUe-page of Imperial Tnble XIL 

The total afflicted has grown by 2,405. Taking all together, the proportym of 
the infirm to the total population shows a slight fall oomijarei with 1911. This m 
trhAl vre sht>uld esrperot, in w raiicli a giwt part of our iticrsaso of population 
consists of iomiigfiMitSt amoag whom thtJTO aro not liti&iy to be? many p^n^nenuy 
infirm of body or mimL Tho propordons aiti condfiorahlj higher for each infirmity 
than tlioae recorded in Boagal, 

1S6. The number of the insane has iacroased as it did also at the last 

census. Tire proportLoa in the total population has also 

Jnwnity-V»ri»tt0fl. mctcasod, but it )S Still leas* foF both males and females 

than that recorded in 1891 (aoe Subsidiary Table I). IQ tlie natural dtvIaoM, tbo 

increase is considerable in the 
Brahmaputra Valley, and very 
high proportionally in the hills. 
In the Surma Valley there is a 
decrease in the actual ns well s« 
the prepox-tional figtares, except 
among the females of Sylhet: 
the result is that the ^female 
and male proportions in the 
Surma Valley are brought 
nearer together—probably a 
sign of greater uccuraoy. 
There is tm excc^ of lunatics 
in the Brelunaputm Valley 
over that o£ the Surma Valley, 
But this is only appurcut: 
tf we allot the Tetpur asylum 
inmates to their birth places 
we find that the proportions 
of insane in the two valleys 
approach viTy near each other. 
Tire Par rang district flgivrcs are 
also much obacured by the 410 
pesrsons (Sfit) males and S6 
females) counted in tho asylum. Excluding those born outside the oistrret, Darrang 
falls iutothc class of 3fl-W jjar 100,000, 

The proportion of insane to total population in the Hills is now nearly double 
that for either ralley. A part of the mcrcaae may doubtless be attributed to greater 
*accurucy, cspecioUy in Manipur and the Saga Hiils, but U mu^ be noted that the 
Hiils have shown oxooss over the ptaim at the last ceususes. As was remarked in 
the India Consus llcpartot 191L, the areas of maxunmn intensity are cither in tbo 
hilk or along the foot of the hills. 
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Map Tfo, 20 shows that the Luslmi HUk it still the leading^ district iu regard 
ter its proportioa of iasano. It is not easy to assign any re.ison fot this, Draf* 
mutism i* also high in Uio district* and this is possibly associated with goiLrc and a 
crctihmd state accompanying it: an average of alwnt 2*CHX> coses of goitre is 
treated annually in tbo "hcjspitala of ttio Lushai JJilla. Probaldy many cretins and 
congenitally weak-minded persons bavo been entered as insane. But the total * 
unmber shows a satisfactory decrease from 311 to in spite of increased population 
in the district. 0 


The Naga H ills proportion has increased about Ave-fold* but comparison with 
1911 is illusary on account of thorn haring been more foreign enumerators, with less 
local knowledge, in that year. Imperial Table SII-A shows the Sernas and the Aos 
and the Kabuis to be the worst sutferors; there is no obvious explanation of this. 
I feat that the better local knowledge of the UiU enumcratoi^s is a two-udged a word: ii 
may result iu the inclusion of more weak-minded persons as well os more of the 
real insane. 


[ntwity- 


127. The sex dguree for iunacy show oousidorable changes from those noted in 
asennti that year the male iusaiio exceeded the females 

in all plains districts except Oachar Plains. Wc now 
hare a slightly higher proportion among women in Caohar, Nowgong and Sadtya ; the 
abacivte ii^rca are lower tlian those of men in all cases, however, and explanation of 
the slight ^vergences is not called for. In the Hills in 1911, all didricts except the 
Nagu Hills showed more female iusanc than male. This year the mates exceed the 
females of unsound mind in the Garo Hills, Naga Hills and ^lauipur. AO these 
differences appear to be due to ohang® in the method of enumeration or accuracy— 
perhaps not increased ocoamay in all cases, but local variations in the enumemtom, 
stan'lards of accuracy are responsible. 



OfAGFTAM No. 7” ASSAM 

Insane-No. per T 00.000 person* of each ale 


AN 


100 


M showp in diagram Nn, 7 


the general iucreaac since the 


year 1911 in the insanity 


figures b distributed over all 


ages in both sexes. 


The inereasod proportion at ages under 10 is very amall compared with those of 
liigher oges—else wo might have concluded that a kr^ number of the congenitally 
weak-minded bod been included among the true insane, 

The proportions of insane among males increase with the ages up to 60 and among 
femaJoa up to 60 only. Thoeoateand tribal statistics throw little new light on the 
quesUou of dihiributioa of the insane. The figures for the hill tribra confirm the 
locality figures already disci^cd. Tim Emhmans and Kayasthas have higher proper- 
tious than most of the other indigenous castes and tribes of the plains. 

Among tea garden immigrant there are few insane • for instanci% Mundas have 
2i1, Tantb 14, Sautala 31 and Chamars only 13 mud persons in every lOO.CMJO. 

128. The causes of in^ily and iU IootI incidence are ol)Bcnre and it is easier to 

ciusw of iniafiity. reaBoiw which do not acconut for it than ones which 

do hor ilistance, ^nsangaincons marriages as a cau'^o 
must be ruled out, for we have hiU tribes with striut rulca of exogimy exceeding in 












































DEAF-irUTlSK. 


131 


AdmlmtoMto A«ntml Hoaplt*l r 

tgi2^]S:£L 


factor tir omd- 
elated acni^ltloTL 

Antuftl i 
numbor 
of 

percent 
age of 
total 
admE»' 
etona 

litfradflary Ei^iinliy ormantal 
fiwiiibUlty ^ 

13S 


Oania &r bhang 

IQS 

2ol 

Mnntalfitmu 

149 

15 

Cpilflpiy 


& 

Oilhar oauaca „ 

TO 

9 

^uwbttar blvtnry unknown 

372 

37 

Total ^ 

CCS 

[m 


proiiorliojiof infftnp other ar<>fl'i where cousin marriage is proraleat Srlhct with 

A iirfpoD'leKmce of SIulmmmadans allowing the practice), ^‘o^ cimauy uorrolation 
he found lietwccii the amount of comumptioa of gat^a Uy distrieta and prevalence of 
insatiiiy. nltUough in imlivldnal cases 4bc makdy can bo traced Locality, 

with its attendant plivsieal cron diUons, may be a cause yet it b impossible to say at 
present ahv our tlirco most easterly biit districts should show far higher proportions of 
insane than ihc on the west and in the centre of the province. The Khasi anil 

Jainlift Hills propuriion is the lowest of all districts in the proTiuce for males; yet few 
of our jarople live at greater altitudes than do the Khasis. 

Into the one Menlul Hospital of Uie pravinee, at Te»pnr tliero hare been 905 

admissions and readmi'-sions in the ten years 
1912*—1021, From the nU:dical returns it 
appears that tho history or conditions and 
predispo3mg cansca were unknown in 37 
per cent, of the cases. Oan/a recounts for 
about 20 per cent,, but it is probable that 
onlj a small proportloa of ordinary gm^Ja 
lunatics would be likely to be sent to the 
asylum unless they becomo criminal. In 
1921 tho average daily number of lunatics 
in the asylum wa-s *127, of whom 188 were 
crimmols. The number of cases of mental 
stress, which falLi under tivo heads, sudden, 
and prolonged, is large : this sccniH to he the 
next factor in importance after ^etnfoa'ta 
predisposing or exciting citisa. A few 
private cases' arc admitted to Ibc asylum, 
but most cases arc dctariceil by legal 
proccBF, Criminal lunatics are sent under orders of tlio Local Government and 
non'Criminals on a warrant from a llagistrate—gccerally after pro^hiction by relatives 
or nther4 who are iiiiabLo to take projicr care of them. In both eases CEiuninution 
ftud cortificalion by a qualilicd Medical Officer is a necejisary pwiliminary, 

1S9. According to our returns the number and proportion of dcaf*inuies has 

dvcreased everv where in the plains and has increased In 
aU hill districts eiccpt (he Naga Hills As map No. 31 
shows, the worst districts are on tho west, south-east and north-east houndories, while 
the north, centre and wrath of the province are least alTectcd. The Naga Hills was the 
wont district for this loilrinity at lost census and it is so again this time ; but there 

Ih a ratififactoiy fall from the 
high figures of 1911, The 
Lu&hai Bills district shows an 
enonnous rise in proportions 
and now apprcnehc? the Naga 
Hills in the apparent severitjr 
of deof-mutism. It is difflcult 
to find a leason for tlie large 
Lu^hai Hills increase, Fioba- 
bly the 1911 figures wore too 
low : the piewent ones ap¬ 
proach nearer to those of 1901, 
Those who were dumb were 
a^umed to he deaf also, hut 
this procedure was also adopted 
in 1911, os the .District Oiliccr 
repotte. In Manipur, owing 
to a misiake in tmuslarion, 
the head of column Id in 
schedule road only ‘deaf in¬ 
stead of ' deaf and dumb * in 
tlie Maiiipuri language, but 

__ as ibis dill not happen in the 

... . «-r t (, +i,;,^tr i*- io wintit adble for all the ejiffennee 

instruction to tluJ higher staff I t.o not _ parayrujih 125. however, tbo 

shown by this year s statifltics. j ^ difference in petTOnal 

absolute ftgwres are low, aad ft sm^l ^ondiuelv great change in tho 

equation of the enumerators therefore makes a correspomii»i*j & 6 

pruportionfl for o district. 
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130. TiiQ sex figures for deaC-muUts in the ptaius generally appmaeh each otlier 

more olfjsoly than at tho 
ttro previous oensusos, 
nnd \v& may thereroru 
snpposo that there is 
lees error nrisiag from ' 
intentional conceal' 
mont. Nevcrtliele^ it 
appears that our statis¬ 
tics thU year are Ie«a 
aocuratti in the ease 
of deaf-rantLim than 

they were in 11111. 

ScratiDVol din^roin No. 

8 Trill show this. True 
Jeaf-mutisiD is a con- 
gonital defect, anil 
persons aolTering from 
it are relatfTely short- 
Irred. The propor¬ 
tion of such persons 
to the total living at 
each age period stiuuld 
therefore show a pro¬ 
gressive decline. Tlie 
diagram shows that this 
Tvne the case in 1011 
for both males tind females except at ages below 20, where the factor of intentionnt 
ooticcolmenC may bo expected to act most strongly. In 1021 wc have lower propor¬ 
tions for both sexes at all ages below '10, and there is a stonily rise of the curve for 
males ahove 50 and for females above 30. This points to the cnoneoUH inclusion of 
persons who have lost their heating late in life, and the fall in the nnmlicm under 20 
ycaTs of age indicates more exclusion of children sufTering from real cungenttal defect. 
W^e itave no foason to suppose that any more curci arc hoing clFcoted than \^as the 
case in former vearg, and another explanation must be isought. As the enumerators 
mre certainly oaucated as well as (or no worse than) in IDll, and the change in pro- 
portions extends over most of provtnoc, it seems probable that the change in 
instructions, that is, the dropping out of the words ‘from birth,' U the chief cause. 
Although no such report was made at the preliminary enumeration or during my 
tours before the census, it is most likely that enumerators in many places have taken 
tho omission as a positive instruction to include only those who become deaf and dumb 
at the later agesi or at any rate sympathetic enumerators havo nut been so strict with 
parents hoping tor a cure of their children as they would have been, had the ' from 
Iiirth * qualification been retaineil. In any case the curves show that our stnUstios 
are unreliable as regards congenital dear-mutism. 

Tho caste table shows tltst the Angemi. and Soma Nogus are the worst affected 
triln» in the hills, the Semns having ncntly 6 daif-muLea per mille ; at tbe other 
extreme are the Tangkhuls, who have only 5 deaf-mutes recorded ia 23,000. Tlie 
difference is nf courac partly artificial, dne to different types of enumerator, hut the 
contrast between the tribes is striking. The Lholos show a great drop to about one- 
third of the uumhor of deaf-mates recorded in X011, atthengh the tribal atrongth has 
not varied much. Tho tribes of the Lushai Hills arc batDy affected in proportion to 
their sise. Probably prevalcnoo of goJtrc with cretinism is ossociaied m these hiUs 
with deaf-mutism. 


by MK, as* Mnd 
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MAP Ho. 32 . 




131. The proportion of blind in the province has incT<?aa?d fot mnks byS nnd 

for femalea by 9 per 100,000 ; tto hovir to go bock to 1891 
Blindrw*. figures exceeding those now refolded, Tha 

increase fa among fcmcles in ibo Surma Talley and in teth sexes in tbe bills. Tbo 
Bmlun.putra VaUey b .tiU the diTi^ met lt« f«m 

erent districts of the Valley 
vary considerably, some having 
increases and some decreases. 
Immigrants are dfatributed. 
among all the districts, wd 
cannot bo taken as acconnting 
for all tho variations j probab¬ 
ly here also tho personal 
etiuation of the cnunieratow 
has entered. 

The large incrcRso in tho 
bills is o rtainly due to great¬ 
er caro taken by the census 
staff—oithopgh of course 
tills mav also induce some 
excess of entries in tbe caae 
of obi people vrilh dim sight 
who are not really blind. 

Aa explained in tho last 
report, the high proportion of 
tbe blind in the hill dJatriefa, 
and especially in the Noga 
and Garo Hills, seems to be 
due to the absence of ^neral 
cleanliness and vontilation. 



aiftifiou 


fel 




ncti more nearly for blindnesa 
iijflrniilies j and tbero is hardly 
iro 18 nothing derogatory to the 
family or to the individual 
in the admission. Hliudness 
fa an infirmity of tlio old, aa 
fihown by the * acoompany- 
ing diagram which compares 
tbo proportions in the 
ago groups for tho last two 
Mnsuscs. The higher position 
of tho female curve at 39^40 
and always after 40 will 
ho noted. This confimta 
Mr. MeSwiney’s note of 1911 
that wotnon up to 40 seem to 
keep their sight bettor than 
do men, but after 40 they arc 
more af^cted: this fa prol^hly 
duo to dimness of sight 
brought on bv tho long time 
spent within the bonse and in 
piesenoo of smoko from the 
cooking fire. 


OtAGRAM No, 9. ASSAM, 

9bn(i'No.por 100,600persons of each age.j 
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provi!|“»flv^, S «f ‘11= '■lint g«» below tbs 

blioapen iiu in n toinl of 
Kojartho proportions of Iho alOiotei In (bo!r totoU 

.X"l 

tto“i*r !”«’£ibf.:;^3 KooKLfci'i:* x 

‘^^'VbrSai^ 

bnt tboro aro 

badlT alfectei as tlia tiioSbmJf ^ 5 ' as 

no off fton B'roWoo “? ™ 

otSwn i bat tboro are no staibtio^i? S° *“ trnilniint than 

and oftbOpiJ,rS» ’TT ‘ i- ‘h® bospitnl, 

of bliarporaon. wn .rd.5i InTlf “■» ‘<>'•1 “a»*bor 

S:^fo?0irHT4'’taL“S s'? iaforroir^Ttb^ln^to? 

pbrf ,nnod witi! “rojo?Iro by^?“' ““\nr -b» 

where theoperatoris of indifferent 9^1 ’ ^ ^ am ount to 80 per oeat. 

133. Itat tUo statistics oneprn«>y enirer more than thereof the other three co^ae 

upro,,. shoirn' by 

number and proportion for m*ilas are a^tes: tho 

concealmeaL In l«oi Tmjittn not bo aiioiigh to baUnoo thoso due to 

of cares brought befSi it wer^ 

aipner for m. 11»U reScS lEf wilt OonsasUmmb: 

ot (opomin Indiadid noiT^t iOor ?0 

emineat medioal and reseakch aut h^FfHahn i? ^^olatts.] eonsu* ilg tre ; ami 

million na tIroVoal .'»e;™atel brtnrom (Pjo.^ 

Census. Haring regard to both^inds recordod at tbe hst 

may bo Quite as 100'^^ statistic; 

ugreliahlo than those for mal!^. fomaiea of oJurso being more 

^nsosiaany wowtl^theUatinthia resnect-if w ®“PP®*®' bower or, that this 
Hdla Compaiispn niih, prerwus ceiMtiflareiT, S> ^ i“ bettor ita the 

In the ptOTince as.a whole, as Sabsidiarr Tahle r if i!?!*’ 


In the ptOTiW ^Vwkde*::; SQb.i“rrr 

dobrease at all the cenames in (he nranortinJ n? L ^ * coaHnuouj 

fact, in British torritoryXS wCS^l^^^^^^ *be total population. la 

number, 'tha two raUerJ share the oreaent f**'! P*®P?rtiooal fall in the 

considerable inpreasa the nambers bB^no nnii--Hills dirUiou has a 
Usi census the felUn the S At the 

diagnosia, whpreUy ca^ q( leiicoSerma and^Na^ ^ Sfoator accuracy in 

hare had more loJ^J^n as e^er^^ iJt?? sores were excluded, In 1921 wo 

a. a... „.•» niS, ^X"B:. 5 ^-S-ih.,--.;' 
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‘k" Wll ott... Am mop No. 23 lioiTii, <tie Gmo 

aad Naga Hills are now the 
worst areaa and the Ltishai 
Hills and Sadija ore the best 
for leprosy. In 1911 Goalpara 
and Sibsagar were the most 
aSeetod disiriotB, The inci* 
deuce varies widely in dilTereiit 
parts of the ppoTinCe; alti- 
tnde, climate and race seem 
to bear no relation to the pre* 
Tnlence of leprosy-—at least no 



h ai^ 


between Ihoee faotore and the census stotistteu ^ traced 

T asyltiffiB in the proTince, at Sylhet and Kohima. The Srlbet 

bSnTuSdel^T® ffiO males and 0 fematiis}, of wham 25 were 

all w* 35 lepers (27 males and 8 females), 

^ ^ ^ admitted unker the Act by Ksjrist^ of 

distnats oo wari^t^ They ean also be sent to SHylunw by the police and hv Inspectors 

proeea* k, seldom applied and in most eases applioati ms are 
wseifod frem prumto persons, Managera of tea. gardens or from patients them- 
solTes. Civil Saiguons of dj^iuitHalso sometiines senlcases toradmksion. 

lilting paiJiatiTo than curatrre, and insti- 

tiitiona^ M tow, we ea^ot put? down fhe-decrease in the number of lepers to cure of 

^ ^pnrtionB seems to be- gemnne, espeemUy as rises liaro 
wwmd t^^:th 0 rao time m the proportions recorded^ under two others of the iuiirmi- 
tiM, insanity and blmdneas. Immigration of a- Urge Eumber of people not geuerallr 
sufioring from disease may ajw have tondeillto low® tho- proportW of leporl. LesaL 
MUon for segregatwin of lepere la rarely toiom m .-Usam erem in the case of 
beggars, but It soei^ probable tha general decrease of tbe proportions in 

the phuns is duo to improFed eamtary oonditions and care of (ho people tbomselres 
in aroidmg oontapom It majj ho hoped that with the new treatments recently 
introduce and eitenBon of aotioa both by the ilkacn tb teperi and by Government 
the ehmination of leprosy will prooood more rapidly. ' 

The flgnrp of the last census (the 1921 figures for all India have not vet 
been commnoiuated) show that Assam occupied, the highest position amou-' the 
proTiuces as regards prowrtiouof lepers, and tbe. lowest position as to percantagaV its 
lepers segrogatod in asjbims. AUbough our proportion of lepers has deepeiS some¬ 
what at the present oeasiiB, the absolute number in the province has increased and 
unle^ some more striking measures are adoptcu to oopa with it the unenviablv disttn- 
piuhod pt^tion of Assam is likely to continue. That it is possible to cope* with it 
has been shown by the medical work of Lieutenant-OdoDel Sir Leonard Roizora i w a 
and the SiitUement work of the Mission to Lepers, / ■ » ■ 
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CHAP. Sru Ft nil ITIKS. 


DIAGRAM Mo. 10, 


134, The sex-ctures shonn in diagram No. 10 diverge from the beginning t>I 

Hfe. b«t thoy are a little nearer together at ibo loiver 
ages. Up to 30 the tnalo leper proper dons recorded are 
about double, and after that age treble, the females. Tbc fall in proportion of male 
lepers from the 1911 figorea occurs at all ages after 10. but obiefly at 40-61, The 

ASSAM decrease among fetnnlea 

is betwoeu 30 and 40 
years of age, and also at 
50-60. There is a slight 
nae in the proportions for 
cbillren of both sexes^ 
but the actual numb era 
are amall and the icsalt 
is V 0 iy likely due to bad 
diagnosis. As tbo liabil¬ 
ity to the disease irould 
seem to he greatest 
between the ages of 20 
and 50 it is satisfactory 
to note that the chief 
part of tbo fall shown in 
the 1021 curves as com¬ 
pared with the 1011 ones 
is lor that period. 
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£049 


W Ml 


60. «0 
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’ETammaiion of the caste statistics shows that fome of the aboriginal tribes in tbo 
Brahmaputra Valley are the worst sufferers. The >lechcs have as many as 18 lepers 
in every 10,000 and Miria, Mikirs and Kajhansis are not much better, These four 
castes or tribes were also the worst in 1011. Alioms, Kacharis and Chutiyas, wudi 
7 t3 8 per mille, arc little above tho general Valley proportion. Brahmans, Kajnsthas, 
Ealitas and Eoches all have proportions loss than (ho general. In BDll it wa* 
suggested that the returns for Meches and Rajbansls were doubtful, but the repotUion 
of high figuros for ^ these castes at this census seems to show that tho conditions 
under which they live and their general low standard of cloanlioess may hare some 
connection with their continued affliction. 

In the Surma Talley there is nothing to explain why the Sudras and Patnis 
should hare uearly 9 and Namasudras only 5 lepeia in every ten thousand of the 
raspcctire castes. The Namasudrs proportion of lepers is not much greater than that 
lor Eayssthas, and the Chomars^ proportion is much less, nltliough in this case 
ioimigi^ion affects tho hgiiree. Thus from our statistics we cannot genenvtisc as ic 
the incidence of leprosy on castes of high or low status ia tho plains. 

The co^ of Brahmans appears to be exceptional; they have only dightly over 
2 ‘& lepers in every 10,000, re,, a leas piojiortioQ than that of any other caste of 
oondi^rable uumh^. In their cose ceremonial cleanliness and exclusiveness must 
diminish greatly the risk of tho disease. 

Tire leprosy figures for btU tribes as usual refiect those for the localities where 
tbfy chJ’Ofly found : the ppoporttoixs are low', tlio Gaioa^ £Viid 

the Lushaia have but one leper in 61,000 pemona. 
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SUBSIDIARY TABLE I. 

SKmier a^JlieUd fmr 100,000 eftkt p^pntatiom at raeA »f tie taet /ite C^atiuet, 
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SUBSlDliRT TABLE U-IwucW. 
JiiiirihnHo* of infirm Jjf 9 $t jwr 10|00P of «ack tsM% 
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CHAT.T “iNrn»Hmsa. 


/ 50B8IDIABY TABLE HL 

Jfuviief affticl^d per 100,000 pereomi of eath apt ftriod ntmier of ftmalet a^ieiei ptr 1,000 
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CEAPm XI. 

CASTE, TUIBE, BAOE OB NATIONALITY. 

135. Tho statiatics pf caste or race have been collected ct every Indian censiin 
N»tu«anaseapac.r™tum. Scrioua suggestions hftve bean made at 

'Tarioua times for the omission of the queation from the 
scbcdules and for the suppression of the clarification of the Hinda popnlation into 
^tes in the censna tables and reports, A Resolution was put down to this effect 
in the Indian Legislative Assembly in 1520. The resolution emanated from Assam 
and was to have iK'en moved by a member from the Surma Valley, but owing to 
absence of the member it was never moved. The chief grounds for the motion 
appear to have lieen tliat the lelums serve no useful purpose on account of Uieir 
inaccumoy and that Government should not assist in the perpetnation of the caste 
system and thereby encourage feuds between caste groups A aimilar motion woa 
put down in the Legislative Council in 1921, but w'as ruled out as the liocal 

GoTemnient had no power to alter the con ana quostiona ; also it was too late. 

As to tho drat objection, we must admit to much inaccuray, due partly to real 
ignorance and confusion about the foreign castes of Immigrants and partly to indigen* 
ous tribes' and coates' changing their names or taking names previously used by 
other castes, in order to advance their social position.* Although this latter tcDdency 
has Certainly been, more pronounced in Assam at this census than at previous ones, 
it is a habit of old standing in some ports of the province. In 1891, Mr. Herald, 
the 8ubdivisional Officer of South Syllict wrote,—The tendency is to write down 
a higher caste. This is by no means confined to the census. Ri^istered deeds, 
lana revenue receipts, etc, were produced ahmviug that the ciaimanta had been 

striving (s-jCCcssfuHy in many cases) to raise their caste.'* It is not true, 

however, to say that the atntisties arc wortldess, for caste is still the dominant factor 
in many problents of demographic importance in Hindu society over the greater 
part of India. Perhaps iu this province the actual numheoi in tho Hindu castes 
arc important in only a few Cases, but n knowledge of races and tribes is essential 
for administrative puiposcs iu addition to its academic interest. It must be remember¬ 
ed that tho statistics obtained ani hibLilatod arc for eos'Ci trihe^ raen or natiaa^iUiy, 
and not for caste alone, It we could have ^tisfactory deWtions of ' Bengali * and 
' Assamese ' ns mce terms, and if the of immigrants to tea g.irdeivs could be 

determined easily, it ivould certainly be a matter of mnob less trouble t j the oenaua 
stair to record and tabulate only race statistics instead of caste for Hindus and 
^lubammadans, just as is done now for Animists, Bud:lhists and Christians. 

As to the sccjud main objection, relating to caste feuds, it is wrong to »iy 
that the action of the Govern meat by keeping the caste ookimn in the census 
pertiotuatca the system and fomouts dllTereuoes i the feuds arise from the action, 
of the various castes tbeinsulves in ciitivating the mistaken noiion that the census 
can be used as a lever for raking tlielr status. The census tries to record only 
facts os they are, and it is a principle that auy man is at liberty to return tho 
caste to whicli he bcUeves he belongs. Therufere, after receipt of numerous positions 
and cpunter-pc Lit ions, an order was muised by tltc Local Goror ament tlutt every 
person's caste should beonterc i as ho himself described it, provided a real oastc name 
WS8 given. Tills, of course, assumed tliat every man must Ijo supposed to be telling 
what he believed to be the truth. In fact, tho rank and file of castes who returiiod 
new uames often proJjably believed ttiat they were entitled to them ; whether their 
leaders and the Pandits or Gossains from whom decrees were obtainod (gijaemlly 
by purchase) believed tho same thing is not within my province to discuss. Gertam 
it k tlmt no amount of census iigores, nothing but the verdict of society itself, can 
rake any cesto or any individual in soctai status. names of persons are kept 
on recorti from the census, and whatever social or religious differences eiktod before 
appear to exist in just tho same measure after the adoption of a new caste-name ; 
if there k any change in status it k due to cultore and wealth rather than to tho 
alteration of name. 


■ A dianufioii ot tlu Klilian of llw cuts io t1i« fonF okssoi or Vdt'w of UiA «ad Uui fifth elui 

oottida tb# polo irUl be faiuui ia Chapter £1 of tbe Iwlia Coami .RrpOit, ISIL 
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CEAf. XLWJASfE, TBHEf MiCT W TATtOKAIlTT. 


Heiic© no dcTwirtiiTe from the ptwiooa practice as to tte collection of caste and 
rfiC0 st(itistics WB5 Tunde ty tho GoTerntncnt of India at tins con$ti^ Bnt it has boon 
decided tliat the subject should be treatofl more from a practical poiot, tvs on element 
of the population iu its social and demographical a 3 pn<^, than from^ the point o£ view 
of ethnography or origins. Adjudication on the validity of particular cflsto claims^ 
finds no place iu the cenaua report. 

A glffisorv and various notes on the distribution of caste irere given in 
QuestiouB of division into functional auh-ftvistes and groups hare Iveen dealt vrith 
auiEcieutly in previous census ro|)orfe“—notably that of 1S91. Caste or race in relation 
to age distribuiicini marriage, literacy and infirmities at this census has been dealt 

with in tlio cbapteifi on those subjV'Cts. Wo are concerned now iritU the variations in 
numbers and the movements for change made in tLo dcca^o by various castes and 
tribce. ^^ew inforaiation of etbuological interest lias been added in the Appendices. 

136. I have pomtixl out in the last paragraph that tho census record of caste ia 
_ ^ , merely on incident ijccurriug in the course of the various 

■ocurafiy. cfl-'tc and sowul movomeots, ana tbnt it is oiiJy tho 

agitating castes tbemsetves which seek in Ihe record an ndventitious aid not intemlod. 
This factor lias been much mote effective in vitiating the statistii^ of tho prt^aent 
census than those of former ernes, becauM the tendency to take names already in use 
by other castes bos increased greatly, where botoro the ^ual practice waa to adopt 
entirely new names. Bifforent commimities are not being fused by return of the 
same caste-name, but our statistics have been obscured by It m many cases. 

Naturally, there waa a cenain amount of fiiotion m plnoes whore an enumerator 
of higher caste c'^n^idered that persons of an aspiring caste had no right to the names 
thev rctiumcd. This was partly surmounted bv virits and supervision of higher olDciabt, 
but’itia probable that some miumorators disobeyed tho Government order: in suoU 
cajrcg wc caimot say that tho record h inaccurate, liowever, since the old (and perhaps 
Irner) caste name was recorded. To avoid increasing this friction and also beoaujie 
the Government order as to record of every person's caste rendered an In dev unne¬ 
cessary, it was decided not to issue any caste-index such as was used at the last ecusus. 
The index of 1911 was used, where necessary, in tlio counio of tabulation, hut it was not 
used at enumeration. The mixture of figures Is extensive for many of the iniligenous 
castes and will be discussed in the next paragraph. 

For tea garden immigrants lists of castes were given in the Censua Colo and 
Suporvisora’ Instructions, and those were used with whatever local Bupplemouts and 
orders tho District Olficcra and Chargo tiaporintcudents of tea districts found it 
neces^y to issue. On the whole, I think tho Loa garden record of caeto and race is 
at least as accurate as that of 1911, and probably more so, owing to tho care taken 
by Distriot and Subdivisioanl Officers and others in charge of the gardou consu*. 
Certainly it is mere accurate than the record of languages on tea gardcua 

A tliird source of limoouraoy is found iu the trihal or race statistics svhorc ihorc 
have been couversions to Christianity, Tlic Instriictiori to the census stair was—* 

' Far CbriAtianfl the tnee or tribe ^houtil bfl ihb^rn in erbiumn 8, Christian uou^erta vrbo do oat 
rsMigiitsti cute ei1idd 1(| b« ostcml as Indian ChristiuDB,' 

Unfortunately the latter part of this was acted on. in many coses of Christians of 
luD races, iustcad of only for those converts of the plains who had no definite tribe. 
In some cjisijs isomparison with language ami birth-place entries has emible-l us ic 
place the Christians id their tribes (c./., Khaus, Oaros and Ao Nogasl, but outside the 
well-defined hill races, such inferences frtun lan^piuge would be dangerous. 

The chief statistics of caste are contained in Imperial Taiilc XIIJ. Those for 
lea gardens are in Provincial Table X. In order to reduce the size of the lm]H*rial 
Table, mUy castes with strength over one per mille of tho provincial population have 
been shovm, except ia a few cases of MU tribes and others for wbich figures were 
needed for administrative reasons. Owing to a wrong mterj>reLitiaii of tlio instruct¬ 
ions, tho Sylhet Central Oilice did not sori Lluj bundles of Budilhlst and minor religion 
(dips for caste or tribe ; hut this matters little as it has not caused apy iadlgenoos 
caste of importance to disappear from tho tables. 

The three Subsidiary Tables appended to this chapter show (1) cofltes olassiiied 
according to traditional occupation, i (II) vaiiutLon in castes since 1S81 ; (III) varia¬ 
tion in certain Ind^onous ca^os and races of tho Erahmaputra Folley referred to in 
paragraph 139 below. 





CA9l» AKt) A^rt MISTS. 




Aa to the first Subsidiary Table, I fear that not tbucli retiantje Oati be placed on 
tbo classification. It is necessary to cMf^y feomchn^, anil this appe^ to be the 
method least likely to lead to fricfciOn among castes. The immedir.te motive of nearly 
all tbo caste mOFementa is the getting of aOme name which frill show the caste to be 
i^culfcural and aFoid the supposed odium of occupations such as fishhig or lalwuriiig. 
Thus some persons whose old or real occnpiliOh is sometbing other than colUration. 
ate now shown under cultivators, because they have returijetl a cultivating caste. 

137, Instead of the movement towards 'universal brotherhood advocated by 

reformers at various times* and reiterated reamtly by 
pdlitical leaders of tlio advahccd school in India, we have 
to chronicle numerous sepixrate movements started and 
continued by diflerent castes for rhcmselvCs and themselves alone. Being, as thoy 
gencrxillv are, efibrls to Riisc their position by classes or groups who have had other 
classes on their backs for centuries, flie momnenta are confined naturally to the casto 
concorned. Whether they are gow or bad u ovejtieotfl and whether the castes are 
entitled to the new names they hare taken is hot to be disCussod here. I shall merely 
note the various agitations and their effects on tbo statistics. All alike are distin- 
giiiBhed by the mark of cknuisbness or what for want of a better term might be calif'll 
elanHKlllelmcss—-none baa any wntiection with the uplift of other castes or the 
advance of society in general. And it was noticeable that some of the leaders in 
special caste agitations wore themselvess either councctod with some political party or 
had political cuds in view. 

BeprOTontatioiiB xvero received sometimes from within the province, sometimes 
£n>m without imd sometimes from bolb. 

hiscluding minor changes or errors in nomenclahire, the following is a list of 
castes and groupa aCFected miher by their own or others’ agitation or changes of 


name:— 


Banira, 

Gmbahipra. 

IJfahishyft. 

B/irui. 

iCachari. 

Mali. 

Bhiilnmali. 

Kaibartta. 

ilech. 

Boria. 

Kaibartta Cbasi. 

Kartiyal. 

Brahman. 

Kaibartta Jalia. 

Napit.t 

Brittrnl Baniya. 

Eatani. 

Patni. 

Das. 

Eayastha. 

Itojbansi. 

Bhoba, 

Koch. 

Saha. 

Bom. 

Kshnttriya. 

Sdnwnl. 


Sudra. 

Sunri. 

Sut. 

Tambuli. 

Tanti, 
tell, 

Vaisya. 

Vaisva Saha. 

Yogi' 

Yogi^ Brahman. 

It will bo convoment to consider the movements in these castes as far as possible 
in alphabetical order j tliis will also obviate any suggestion that we are attempting to 
classify by social precedence. In wliot follows, whoi-e castos are grouped or discussed 
together, \t must not be preaumod that there is neccssurily any connection between 
them utdess it is so statetl. The nnmber in brockets after each caste is the total 
strength in round thousands, where it has been tabulated, 

Saititfct is usually reganted as a gonerie namo of various trading castra. although 
it apptasra in the route returns of other ports of India. The leaders of the Briitlal 
Baniyas in Assam decidesl at this census to omii the prefls Brittial. This caused very 
littic'coufusioa willi other castes, as there are only a fow traders &om ^Vostorii India 
who retiJm themselves as Banbs in Assam. But the propaganda was not complete: 
the community is oae, but part rotnmod the old name and part the new. The rossulfc 
was that rocjrnart fell below the standaitl strength of 1 per mi lie and neither appears 
in the main tables. The total strcugtU is 3,174 (5,0S9 Bfittlals and 3,185 Baaiyas) — 
a slight decrease since 1911. 


Samis (9) returned themselves as Kayasthas in very many cases, and their 
recorded numbers have therefore dropped frorn U5,(M)0 to 9,000. There were sharp 
{juarrals in some places ever this claim. This moveiuent is not a now one™see lull 
report, page 12S. 

JfAui’nmefis (2) have nearly all adopted the designation of Mali, the tendency to 
which was noted in 1911. Uen'ese the heavy fall in their aambci-B from 35,000. 

Sorias are now only 1,400 against 22,000 at tbo last census. The reason for tbig 
is that they have preferred to dve the name Sut, under which over 21,000 have been 
tobttlaied. ’ See note on page 129 of the btat report. 


*Fcr k Jtmi iaituw,««« * fpCAth vf HI* )Eij;laac« tk* lla)tnm|a of KdUimr aX ITavk lueo, adrocated 

tbo diwdiUio&tif eiwt** and an wjBal ilwl fur all birth. Spoeeb nportad ia tha Phm, AptJi i4tli, jm 
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^ra&}nan9 (100) havd increased by about 27 pat cent. This is due in part 
probably to growth, but chiefly to the iuclasiaa of more Bama Brahmans and 
Agradanis than in 1911. In particular a laxge accretion to the numbers seema to 
hare come from the Mahauta or pncsta of the Yogi (Jogi) community. These were 
cboaon ortginaliy from within the Caite, and used formerly to 1 m returned with the 
Yogis, but at this census a section of them broke from tbeir fellows and decided U> 
letum thcmselTea as Btabmaius. 

I^ai (31) or Halwa Das did not appear as a caste or sub'K^a'de name at the last 
census, owing to neglect of direct ions, as explained by Mr. McSwiooy under 
Kaibartta on pages 131-132 of his report The differeaces between the ^tiona 
of the ^fahishyas in the Surma Talley appear to have been mode up ; and the Das^ 
have been classed under Mabishya in the tables, a$ the majority of those raturning 
the name of Das for caste seem to have done so in disgust at the assumption of the 
name Mahishya by Patnis. One gentleman of position in the Sunamganj subdivisioa 
informed mo that he was a D2ts and had no connection with the Mahishyas ; yet 
he bad presided at a meeting of the local Mahlshya Samiti held a few years 
before. Probably some Patnis also gave Das as tbelr caste, but I do not think the 
number of these was great. 

Dkoias (33) or Dhobis havs decreased slightly in the ten years. From the 
Sarn>a Valley they submittad a petition stating that there is no such caste as Dboba 
or Dhobi mentioned in the 5Adsfras and asking that ' Hindu * should be entered in 
the caste column of the scbednle as Dhoba is merely a sect of Hindus, They asked 
also that tite statement about their association with Chan dais should be removed (soo 
1611 Report page 130), An intermittent correBpondence in the newspapers bos been 
carried on, with the intention of showing that the Dhobi is as indispensable as certain 
othei' functionaries at Hindu festivals and that he has plenty of reason to liave liia 
untouclinbility removed, 

Dorns (25) have decreased from 31,000. This is because fewer of the indigenous 
Dorns now rotam themselves as such. They wore formerly shown with NaJiyaU and 
Patnis. At the last census, some entries wore tested and it was found that over half 
the i)om8 in Sibsagar and Lalcbimpur were Assamese. Most of ihoso, bowovor, liave 
now jivea up Dom in favour of Xadiyal or Kaibartia as a caste name, ami the Doma 
oenaused are nearly all forelgni'rl j the tea garden caste table shows that 29,003 out 
of the total of 35,000 were counted on gardens at this census, whereas only about half 
the 1911 total were Harden coolies. 

G^rahahiprai or Ganaks (14) are only two-thinls of their previous number, 
owing to their returning tliomselvcs as Brahmans, This movement is much stronger 
in the Brahmaputra Valley than in the Surma Valley. 

Kmktt^ (207).—This tribe bris followed dilTerent movements in dllTtreat 
district.'}. The totnl number of Kaobaris sh'iwn lias dceieascfd by 23,000. But this 
is nut real. More than half tlie 28,000 in Lnkbimpur returned themselves by the 
Bub'castc name of Snnwal. • In Gonlpsrj, where there were no Kaoharls in 1911, 
w'c find now nearly 11,000; this corresponds with a decrease in Ifeclies. In 
Kamrnp ttiero has been a substantial Increase in the trilwil number ; this hnn been 
concuirent with a largo number of convoreions to Hifidiiism, which in this case has 
not induciKl abandonment of the old name, Nowgong and Darmtig have flight 
decre i^s, which may be attributed to new names; Ksbattrlyas appear increased in 
botli distriets, and in DarK,mg, si/mo new oonverts to Hinduism returned Mabalia* 
and a few Solanemia* as caisto names. In Nowgong a section retumetl themselves • 
os Saktas in the ea-stc as well as in tbo religion column. Sibsacar lest some Kacharie 
by a tinnsfer of terrikiry to tijc Naga HjUb. In North Caobar, practically all the 
l^cliaris rotnrned tbnmsoivcs os Kshattriyas. They were at first entered properly 
os Kacliaris, with their language as Dimasa ; but afterwards tlie entries were scored 
out by tljc enumerators under the influenoo of a few literate mea, nnd the ianguago 
was entered either ns Hairimbi or as Bengali, with tlie caste as Ksbattriya. Tlie 
Sub<livi<,iono5 Oflicer reports that the people themselves knew little and cared little 
aljout this movement. See also Chapter IX, paragraph 123. 

The decrease in number of Koclioris is also due partly to conversion to Christian¬ 
ity ; Chriatiaiis are not ahowu in our race or ca^te table and tbe numbers are not 
traceable os some were entered merely as Indian Ghristiad^ere ep*'<i ___ 


A(M& Cnuiu Bepoit, ISSI, 33s. 
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» Kaibartta^ (92) wore shown in 1911' tinder three sub-licafk : Kaibartta Chnai 
Kalbftrta Jniia and simple Kaibftrtta, See also Assam Ceosns Report of 1901, page 
132. The three groups have now been tabubdod as cotirolv different castes, and the 
Mahisya caste lias also been separated entirely, i'hose who remrncd themselves as 
Kaibartta only hare increased moro tlaa fourfold from the 19U total of 21,000. 

. Some of this increase must bo due to natural gnDwth, Imt the ^ater part represents 
Nadiyals and Domsof the Brahmaputra Valley and Jalia Kaibartfas of Sylliet wlm 
have given up their old titles in f-wour of the simple ttaibarthi. It \ras remarked ia 
the 1011 report that, although the names Ke^mt and Kaibartta seemed to he inter* 
ohongeable in Komrup, tiiB Kmrats were discarding the word Kaibartto because of 
its assumptioti by the Nadiyals ; this process seems to he complete now and we find 
that KewaU (lOO) liave au increase such as might be expected by ordinary growth- 

Kftibitriffi Charts (9) nnmliercl 05,000 in IDII. The present ■decraasB is due to 
separate tabulatfoa of tbo Mahiayas. 

Kaibartta Jaliai (3),—'Hie drop from 45,000 in 1911 camos from ibe return by 
this group and the Patnis either of plain Kaibnrtta or of Itahisya, wliich latter 
name they had not thought of assuming at former censuses. With the change of 
<niste name has gone a movement to return their occupations as cultivation rather 
than fiBbiug or boating and to give up in some cases the retail sollmg of lish even 
w hen they have not given up fishing. 

Kaiam is the DAme of the section of the Yogis liviug lu the Brahmaputra 
Valley who were formerly supposed ti be the only people who could or would rear the 
pfnt srikworm. They have been classad under Yogi, hut I mention them here a? a 
representation was received about their inclmsioti with tbo sub'Sections known as 
I^ol!tj>ohas and Thitfapoitf^. The objeotiou vfivs withdrawn by the maker aud all these 
were included as Yogis. I’here is a prcjulico againat rearing the paf silkworm os 
unclean, but rccsoatly eggs bate beim supplied by the Industries Doparlmont to so mo 
nou-Katauis, who liave rearotl them successfully and so fur have not been outcasted, 

K^^asfhas (122).—From <^2,1)00 the number of Kayasfchas has grown to 122,090, 
A great part of this increase is due to Baruti using the naiuo. Somo other castes 
must also have returned Kayastha, hut it is not iwasible to detenumo then!. 

Koclies (229),—Xo special reports or re presea tationa were receive I about this 
caste or tribe. Their numbers have fluctuated since 1801, and this census .shows a 
dcorawe of alwul 11,9^9. This useil w bo the caste into which ciiiverts from 
Animism were rocoiTod in the Brahmipuim Valley ; the present doorcase, iu face of 
targe natural increases all over the ralloy. points te tha disuse of this pmetioe in some 
districts. S,^me of tito new converLs, insteaii of becoming Saru KocUoa or $aranias, are 
keeping their old tribal names and some are describing themselvtss as Ksliatlriyas, In 
GwUpara. wlierc the largest drop in Koohes ocniu^, and vrUero Oiere U also a great 
tloewKno in Itajliausis, tacre appear for the first time many thmiss^nds of Kaebaris and 
Kshattriyu-s. In Barrang the dtjcrease is due to omission of Mahnliiis, whose figures 
wt'TO included with Koches in 1011. 

. JlsA rtf/riyfl (347).—Formeriy the name of Kslmttri^ was practically synonymous 
with Meniptin in this pruviuce ; outside Manlpurj and Oaohar and Sjlhct whore there 
are old Mantpurl settlements, only a fe w hundred Kshattriyas used to bo Counted. In 
the last few ycare the claim te an anoestry with epic associations has been ndeptod 
or revired by' leaders or outsiders for other tribes ir. process of conversion to Hiuduisai 
or already ecuvefted. The result is a rary large mcrea^e in the number of 
persons ret a miug Kshattriya ns their Oiate, After deducting a genuine iiioro.ise 
of 28,000 for ALmfpur, we have still ab nit 70,007 Kslmttriyas above tbs total 
of Tdie last netisus to acocunt for. Goilpara bas ucirly 49,010, where there were 
tjone in 191.1: thcM arc RajhansU mil Koohci, Kunirup has 9,070. apparently 
people who were ICnehea before, N’owgoug, 0 irmng and lUe Garo Hills show over 
1,000 Kshattriyas each — probably ex-KacharU or other Uodo tribes. The rest are 
nearly all aceonute 1 for by the KacharU of North C ichar;tUU movement I hwo 
descrilK-d above undtir Euchari. 

d/(tA%fls (70) with Dasoi (31) belong t3 Beng il an! the Surma Valley. They 
obtained permission before the census of 1911 ta ha tabul itei as ^laUUya by c wte in 
place of their old name of Chau Esibartta. They quote Shistric authodly an I traoj 
di^cut from the union of a Kabittriya faiher and Vaisya mother. The annibeTS 
tabulated for the oaste have been swelled greatly, ani our statistics hove been mucli 
confused by the return of the same caste name by ths ratals an I Jalia Eiiborttii 
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Tlie community hiw becE distlnguiahod fof 'ita bynlly to the established (^verntneo^ 
and the IcadoTs in the Suma Valley consider that tlieir pr^tige has been impaired 
the intrusion into their caste of others with whonii it is said, they have no connocthin 
whatever. 

Jtfofis (47) have racreased by nearly 33,000. Thu is accounted for by an almost 
equal decrease of Bbuinmaiis, who were aUo oensusod under Mali in 18SL They 
naturally prefer the latter name, as tho Maiis or Malakars of Bengal are inoluded 
among tne JCavft-SalihQ, 

Ji^ee/ies (81) in Assam are practically confined to Goalpara, where the number so 
rciurncd has decreased by about fiiOOO. The number of Animiat Meohea is 'Uily 
about hair that of 1911, Whilo the nuraljer of Hindus is much the same. Some of 
the Hindus who wUbed to abandon the tribal name of Mech described themselves as 
Bara by coetc and language and Brahma by religion. (See Chapter IT, paragraph 
04). TbL*se were identified by putting 3lcch in brack eta after Bara in the general 
scheduler. The foot is that there has been a real incrcaEC in the tribe in Goatimm—- 
the language returns show about 20,000 more speakers nf the tribal Janguuge—but 
about 11,000 have desoribwl themselves ns Kacharb for the first time, Tliere is alw 
a number of Meob Chrbtiana, Some of the growth of the tribe is due to immigration 
from Jolpaiguri. 

iVirdf.vafs (18) were 63,000 ia the Brahmaputra Valley at IsiKt cemua. The 
dlfleroacQ has gone into Kaibartta (seo above). A tnovemont similar to that of the 
Julia Kaiburttos of the other valley has been going on with the intention of improving 
their status; and the local newspapers have been invokod, ConsiderAble efforts have 
been made by the cftsfe io atop selling fish, at any rate in public marketa, and to snip 
the going of tlieir women-folk to bazarn. 

A^apii* (33) have lost about 4,000. Mo4t of this was in Sylhet, whero it appear* 
Uiey sufTomi piivalion with tho rest of the population. From Goalpara Xupits a 
jietltioa was aiibmiltcd asking that they should i>c Called Cbaiulmvaidya^ atid protest> 
ing against being classed with the Kalitas—see remark under Napit on page IJii of 
the 1911 w^port- 

Fafnit (44). — These were 111,000 at la^tccnjuiB, As oxplnincd above, u strong 
movement was started, and decrees of Pandit a were obtained, to allow the Pat n is io 
use MaUisya as their caste-name- It waa suggeste-l by one of the leaders in the 
movement (himself a Brahman) tliat a caste which was so looked down on tMUsld not 
hope to improve its status without getting a better name; but it is not clear why 
they coudd not find a name unappropriatw by others. It seems from the reports and 
figures that some Fatnis also returned thenis^lvt^ as Sudra. They have not given up 
fishing and boat^plying entirely, but many rcturnyd their occupation aa cultivatiou- 

Jtcfj'bafms (02) appear decreased by about 30 per cent., owing to the uiie of the 
ciLstc name Rshaltriyu in Goalpara. The tnovemont did not affect the otiicr di«itdot8 
<if the Bmhtuaputm Valley, where the Kajbansis, ttiough few, show iucreasoa ovor the 
1911 numbers In Goalpara there was a split in the caste. Only those striving fur 
higher soclai and religious stattu, and re forming their mauuors and rites accarding to a 
strict lot ■rpretatiou of the Sh^tra» have taken the coate name Ksimttriya (end with 
it the sue red thinad). 

Stthft {10} iaehules Sahas, Suniis, Sans and Vaisya Sahas, hut ant thost: who 
TUturned them^jives as Vaisya only. The group has decreased by some 7,CKJ0, owing 
In the move meat of the Sylhet members of the casic to use Das aa their surname and 
Vaicya as their ciiste name. In other districts I he caste has increased in nambers, 
and in the whole provinoe if Vaieyas and Sahas he iwlded we find an increase of about 
Id per cent., mj that this ohiss of tratiers is evidently flouriahing. A printed appUci- 
tlon was received from a learned V^akU of Caluutta on behalf of the Shoondik;i Ciun- 
mnnity, asking that all Simrlfi, Sahas, Kalwar*, Sau^ etc., slmuld he placed under the 
class Kshattriya, and sept * Shoundikn Ognlkul Hoihoyo*Wongshiyo.' Perhaps it is 
only the system of transliteration that gives its kakophony to this title; fortumirdy 
our Kshattfiya s^tntlstics were not further confuse! by this addition in .-baaam, the 
coinmunity here preferred to retain iU Vajsya conneetbu and none are reporte l to 
hare returned Kslinttnya aa their caste. 

SmicM (16) was the anb-oastc name rcturmnl by many of ttio Hindu Kachans 
of Lakhimpiir and Sadiya and a very few of Barrang, The name did not appear at 
the last censiisf or if it was given at all, the members were tabulated under Kochari. 
They* were geld*washers under tho Ahom Bajas. 
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Sitdrfft (IBO) nearly aU. belong ta Sylhet. In loll loaa than 110.000 wor*! 
ccnaim'd. The lar^^ Laorea*e is due apparently to many Fatnis, lalia Kaibarttas 
and othfirs havmg a5suiiird the name. 

Siifiris are few and have been cLasae.l uodor Saha. Thor© were Jess than 3.000 
at the last oensus. 

Sui (21) Ls the name taken by the Borias. See Horia abov-e. 

Tatnbulis are too few to appejvr separately in the tables in this province. In 
1911 there were only 73. A petition wm received from Bihar, asking for them to be 
clause i as Nagbanei Ksbattnyos. 

Tattiis (70).—The nnjnhcr has nearly dcmbled in the* decade. This is dne to 
ioercaso in Tnnfi coolies on tea gardcais, and probably also to the moro^ acettr&tc 
tabulation of the sob*caste Jugi of these immigriitit Tantis of Bengal and BUiax. 

Telh (30) bare iticrensed in number very slightly, as they belong mainly to Sylhet 
and suffered from the general depreBsion there. They petitioned to be entereil as 
Vaisva Till. Tbev arc of course llindus, bat were tabulated as Aninxists bv a misprint 
,*n 1911. 

r aisyo (25) betides hdtig the name of one of Mann'a classes, is also that of an 
indigenoris cultivating caste of Kamtup. The provincial nnjnher Ims increased more 
than sixfolc, mainly on account of the tnoreincnf of the Bahaa or Yaisya Sahas in the 
t^nima Vallty. 1 am at a loss to account for the very large increase in Kamrup from 
3,COO to neio ly 12,000, since Llie number of Sniiaa Las also increased there, and the 
ontuTAl gTCWlh of population in the district Las been only 5*7 per cent. 

Toi 7 is (161) wore tabulated at the last census ns Jogi (Jogi), end their nmuboTs 
Jiavr fallen by uearly. 8,000. The chief reason of the dcoline appears to have beeo 
the reparation of many of their priests, who were formerly tabulated under the 
geuernl caste name. The learlurs of this caste have been making great eSorts to rise 
in the social bjalc, and from the beginning of the census operations have made applica¬ 
tions about the spelling of their caste name and the use of Nath and DevAnRtb as 
titles for their men, and Devi for their women. ' Ithough the enumerators ami the 
public were assureil that names of mdlviduals were of no yaluc in the census record 
, savt' for the temporary purpose of ideotidcation of encrics before tabnlaliou, tmany 
protests wore ttnulc by members of the higher castes, especially against the use of 
ilio title Devi. As noted by Bisfey as long ago ns 1$91, no intelligible reason can be 
given for the trentoicnt to which the caste is subjected by other Hindus.* Ttm 
disrarding of widow remarriage and ulteratiou of certain of tbeir married customs 
are among the methods adapted by the caste in tho effort to imp rove its posit ion. 
They have been nt great pains to empbaBiso their ascetic origin, for which the 
spollitig Yogi itistoad of Jogi or Jugi has been adopted. Their leaders have also 
takfln exception to the dcscriptioa of the courtship or marriage negolintions noted in 
the Assam Census Beport of 1911, paragraph 60 ; although the outsuler may find in 
it a rather in ter citing and charming ceremony, it b felt to be a cause of ri^oule by 
educated memberu of the cicite, who deny the pmctice. Another ijoint of abjection 
was the inclusion in former years of tho Sapmalas or suakcchnrmoi^ aud Duliyos or 
iMt I ki-bearers as Jogis tu Cpper Assam. 

yogis' Brahmans at previous ceosuses wore entered under the general caste mime 

of Jogi (Jugi), hut they* or i% sootiou of them, have recently claim^ a different origin 

and have rtnurned themselves ns Brahmans; they have also assumed the Brahman 

titles of Barina and Chfvkmvartti in place of their old names of Nath, or Mahanta. 

Some 70 in Lakbimpur have been recorded as Y’Qgii’ Brabmana. As far back as 1891, 

however, the Deputy CommbisiDner of Sylhet repocted that Mali* and Jugi*Brahmans 

in IIiuny cases omitted the Mali or Jugi prefix and entered themsclvof oa BraJitnaus 

onlv.t 
* * 

Of other indigciious Hindu and Animist castes of tho plains there is little of 
change or cf special value lo be noted. Most hnvo varied their numbem according to 
the tendency of the localities where they predominate. The Eiraa (IS), who “aro 
potters in the Btalimnputra Valley, lost somewhat iu nutnbers, chiefly in Nowgong ; 
fheri; is at the same time a reniarkahle inercase of Namasudras from 77 to i.365 in 
Now gong. Fart of this may be duo to immigratiou, but it seems that some Hiras must 


* Tbe ITribif noil flf Bi'Dg&l. {«■* SG9. 
f M-umih Ctcini lUpoitt li. 
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b»ve returned ^’nmasudm as their caste, althou^li no report was reociTCil of such a 
movement- (For cfinuection of the tvro castes, sec last lleporr, tliro, pamj 131). 
Tho llutiiks and liomns, who numbered over 10.000 in 1011, Imre disappeared owing- 
to return of various otlior and more cjrreot esiste-names (^ee pages 131^135 of the 1011 
Report), 

Two groat race<castes of the Bmlitnaputra Valley, Alto ms and Obutivas, both 
show steady increases. The Rabhas have dhereased somewhat: tliis is probably owing 
to return of di£foreni names, since the loss is luointy among tiimlu Rahhos, and we 
know that conversion to Hinduism has been going on. 

Toe Tiparas of the Surma Valley have droppetl in utttnbcrs from 10.000 to 5,C'00; 
nunihcrs of them have gone acrosi^ the border into Tripura State after the prohibition 
of jhumiiig in Sytbet. 

138, Although there is a general Agreement among tho llusalmans of A<$ 5 am 
auti*mm»jij*fis casto, it has been the custom in the 

past to elaasify them in the umil groups or families snob 
as Saiad, -Mogul, Pathan, Sheikh, and in the funotiouat aaotions Mabiinnl, Jolaha, 
etc. 


There are only a few thousands of Saiads and of tho Uppar India race-groupa, 
j I ^ great majority of ordinary Muliammadan eultivntora 

is always returned ns Shoikh, which title, however respect- 
-’lUnlilufTHmti^pooifiaai. Rb!e its original meaning, Ims now-come to denote any 
sSIfk™*''' Musalmau not belonging to one of the other speeirU 

® ' classes. The marginally-noted groups were affected by 

social movements among the Muhoinmudans. 

Jolahas or ^ruhanimadan wenvera in many cases askefl t> be ontcrod as Shoikh, 
Tlicir number was over 7,000 in 1911 but is now too small to appear in the tables, 

JMhirnaU (iJ2) have fallen to about 30 jier cent, of their last oensiis total. Their 
profession Is fishing, but they have oonaidored it more rospccUible to return the title 
of Slidkh than their traditional * Mahi,even when they have not given up fislung 
or boat-plying. 

Moms, according to Afiom history, are the descendants of ^ruhnnimaflaii pri¬ 
soners oapturod at the defeat of Turbuk in 1510 A. H. They number only ono or 
two thomumds and have not been shown in our tahles. In Saliva they asked to be 
returned as Morangiji, but this was disallowetl as not being a proper cnsie or race 
entry. They arc the brass workers of Upper Assam, but iheLr industry was killod 
owing to stoppage of supply of raw material (imported brMS sheets) during the ir?ir; 
and many of them took to njrriculturo, 

Afu 99 lfN«a, unspeci^ed (76).—The mcreoso of this group from 300 ia 1011 to 
7fi,0U0 ut this census arises from two caus<?8. The first and the chief cause among 
Assamese Muhainmadaiw bat barn iho growing objection to admit the mcislentie of 
any institution resembling the Hindu caste-systom, When quosli in^ a^ co tfieir 
ca^te, race or tribe many answered oithe*" * notio' or ' Mosnlman ’; und we had no 
alternatiro hut to tabulate them as * unspecified.' The second reason for inerea-se in 
the group ivaft tho aliandonment by many of thoir title of Sheikh as a protcjst against 
its a'isumption by MahimoU, Nngarebh and Jolahas, 

yugarchh, Jluhammadaa drummers, numbered ouJy 3,500 ia 1011, and even 
Jess were returaml at this census, as many called themselves Sbniklis. 

Sheikha (2,060) have increase*! by well over a quarter of a million in tho 
decade. The causes arc (1) natural growth of the old population; it should be noted 
tliat the Sylhut Muliamm^ana. mainly Sheikhs, have increased wbilo theii* Hindu 
brotboTO of the district have stood still; (3) immigratioii to the Brahmaputra Vaiby 
from Eastern Bengal i (3) adoption of Sbeikb as a name by ilaMtaols and otliera 
who did not cluiiq it bofore. 


Most of tho Manipun Musalmans returned themselves as Shoikh and not na 
Manipuri by race. They have shared in the general prosperity of the Manipur Valiev 
and their number In tho State is now 16,606 against 13,300 ten years ago, Thera 
are somo Musalmans among the IManipuris settled in Oaebar and Sylhet. These also 
were entered as Sheikhs and we have no separate record of their’number; in 1891 
over 7,WO Manipuri Musalmans were recorded in the Surma Valley. 

Thu other fonutional groups of Muhammaiilatis such as Ha Ham, Dhuniya L al- 
bogi, were too small in number for separate mooid. at tbii^ census. ’ ^ 
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13 &, In Subsidiary Table III ate shown Lbe Tarintions of cortaia indigpnous 

casU'S and races of IUe fiv^ upper districts cf llic Btali- 
ThitA*iaafnM*- tnnputra Valley. Tbege are neatly the same castes as 

tlice 3 shown by Mr. Allen in 1001 aad Mr. MeSwmoy in 1011 for esttmatlon of the 
rise or decline in Uie number of the A’isamese people ;* bat 1 have hod to omit some 
miuor castes for whioli we have no separate fiijiiros, and aiw one or two castes such 
‘as the Yogis (Jogb> and the Banijos whose iiguros have been obscured by other 

causes. 

StatisUos of the same castes arc shown for the two last census years, and as most of 
the different memliurs affected hy the movements have boon mclnded, we can use the 
il cures for the purpose of rongh com pari son- As there bno Clear definihon of the 
Assame^ as a race or people wo can do no better thm to adopt this methm of tahiug 
a ffW>up of typical castes and tribes and asanming, ua was done in 1901 and lau, 
thtt what holds good for these in tlio live main Assamese distriTts holds good for Ml. 
U'ho nnmbera dealt with form about 53 per cent, of the wholo pcpulation of the 

The statement in the margin shows the 
variations for the list 3 ocususes. The 
act.ial proportion of Assamese is of cour^ 
kept down by the large number of imrai* 
grants. The figures certainly show that 
the Assamese ai« not dying out. The 
percentage increases ia 1921 would ^ be 
somewhat greater and the Dartang deficit 
would bacome an eicesa if wc included 
per^oiiB who returned thdr castes as Eshat- 
triya and some otbere which it is impossi- 
blo to isolate. The 1901 decreases were 
duo to effects of iToia arnr and the 1897 
earthquake, and the largo inCHMsesof 1911 
STrocoverv after uioao oaiamincs. At tnw ocosns Uio iiiwease of the As^m^ is 
not as hitfb as the natural increase in the whole valley ( 8’3 per ^ni) . 

Stated .wtlTto peatw of ‘I*® popnUlMn, iroludiDg th^ 

♦ii A in villaees But it is Man dno to oraissioa of some sections of castt's, as 
nWdXe?Sd Some of the 

S^ndiraand Balipsra were inolodod in lie 'Datnuig and Laklumpor mIcdatioBe 
nSeu. yeaB.. Lt n» new areas ere al«. dealt with m there froatiet tr«^ the 
ISiSS^ould hase boea loaded aafttitly ia favour of the motease faotor by the» 

inclusion. , a. - • « i 

140 It is not permissible to dilate at length on the char^toriancs, costo^ and 

H(II ..0 »w.ti«r rrere. etlino'cHenl etodlea are not to tonu any prominent fea- 

several additions in the Isirt ten 

margin a list of the volumes in order of their dat« ^ 
apiJimnce. Notes on other tnbes such as the Lslungs 
and Rahha-^will Iw found in previous ctmus rc^portsj 
ia particular, the 1891 report contains a store of luforma- 
„ __ tioft on various tribes and suh-lrih^ whose numbers in the 

province are too small to allow of separate notes In every report. 

^ r i-a fkn tribm lire in welhdollnei areas, and diauges m their nnmherB, 

rofenedto in iren^phlSlJ from Uie head of the Diongiloh clan asking for 

A repreeaatafaon wi re rw eiv^^ Jaintia Him as 

«?f to ho taken, Syntongs W®"® 

we ton ^r^TmUly ^nd the etUero hare not, im th eir numhere ate emalL 

« e«e 81 of 1011, 


The 

^ MiKire. 

" NeBeTrthea orwanlptiT. 

^ Ctene. 

’ Awamt WttSM- 
_ SomaiNmii**- 
„ LheteNa«aB. 
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CHAy, 30 r.—CASTF, TUtBU, JSlAGB OB KATIONAtITT, 




? instanco of Mr Hutton, Honorary Director of Etfioo^raphv in Assam, 
cwrtoin infoimation iras colloeted at the coubus time about tribes of u b’ioh we 
ttio of rcwont date oa nKsord. Summaries of tbe notes which various officers wera 
kmd enough p^paro on the Kbimtis. Siugplios. Abora. Miris, MiUmirlL nnd 

“7?'’'“'^ B. Some extract, tami 

f^i lumseJf on the conaoofciou of different Kaga LriU-s, their orimn . 

14L The principal cistoe and races found on tea gardoua are tahuTut^ in Pf®, 

rincinl Tablo X. Those supplying 
over 10,000 are noted in the mar- 
gin, uitli the numbers aotuaiiy 
enumerated on the gardens shown 
iu round thousands, for Ifill and 
1951. The large inoremms of 
Mondfls AO (I Tantis nro noiiceablc, 
‘llicso and other figures of cafitca 
not shown indicate the predomi* 
nance in the doesde or Chota 
Nagpur, Bihar and Qri^ os 
recruiiing gronnds for garden 
labourers. 
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castes arc found mosSy7a\b^^SaliSputra 

Slusahars in tbe Surma VnlW pho other nT^ Chamois and 

distributed in the t^ro valleys. castes m the list am more oveivty 

.™ V” f-“- “““y of ‘h* 

retwa^themwlvo, a. Sheikh,, some moKl’y'i^Slm™“‘ *'‘™ 

148. The etatiatics of Earopein, ood Awlo-Indiao. bp laeo and kx m siren in 
Eor««i™ Wrinl Tnbio XVi. Tbeniimbei; for the pro^ioe m 

in indirklual districu themnre w^'tioM ”'S^nB'lbo*i°'* A** *”■ '*“™-®**'>'»'Sh 

nnd AiUod Bno« • m lure n w fei ni^hTTl^f *“ ‘ Eumpinui 

wn, 1.730. H» Anglo-Indinne barn ine^^lid in”l"i:," 

of estimating such inaneuracios. But the ^>*7® Cleans 

immmnnriee or pnMoM angegod in egmnwtoe nnd induet" TKnrio.I^.I!'^ 
are, oogngod gennrally in Government or eomnnnie,'Mr™oro„ “'*? 

w^venn ^bmerged portion ni ibo oo»^It:y“::;rnV ? itT'gTl 

The Mowing table shows tbe distribution in dietriote :— 

J>ist»eU ef,Mt^i»in9£ur^pi^nt>,»d 
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poptUation hjivc also beea m accordatica witli the ivish of the Saoit^iry Depart* 

ment. As ho oipeoted for iMJr«Dti9 who aro for the most pact hut sojcmmeta In 

the lantU (he Kupopean malos nurahor douhleof the fomnles, ami children aro few 
compawsd witlk the ailalts, heca iac! they aro scat to E irope or ti other parts of India 
for edacation, With Anglo-Indiaos the proportions of the aexea ai>pronch mnro 
» closfily and children are in roasonnblc nmnhera. The total niimhers are tw sainll 
however, for any dednetions to be made as to variatiem in ago distribution and aa to 
fertility. 

143. I have received communioationa from several carrospondGnta as to the 

trend of the caste sratem and the infliieace on li of 
in ««!«! thought. Tho general conclusion is that eutture 

nnd wealth are the only laddors by which the castas oa rho gr-mad iloor may fiopc to 
climb to an upper at iroy t and when they have olimhed they ilo not attain to roligioiia 
equality or to couimoosality. Their promotion is restricted to their being altowe.l to 
sit down in presence of the cialtei one* and to oonverse with them. This of course 
applies also to members of other religions when mixing with Eindus. The dlfforeuco 
is that the Muhammadan or Christina will Ije at ease an I will behave and he treatt’d 
as an equal in conversation with his Hindu frionds; while the Hindu of loner caste, 
oven when highly cdocat^, will still bo in a sabconsoloaa state of sittiag oa the edge 
of the chair iu prcaetice of a man of higher oastc. 

Signs of change in the practices of erulogomy, exogamy, amt bypergamy can hardly 
1» noticed among the Eindu castes, and only isolated cases of departure from previous 
practice have bpon brought to notice. A writer has stated that casto tribunals in 
India are losing their value, and that their ediota of excommunication arc treated 
with contempt in some castes, the excommunicated persous and their friends forming 
a separate aab-section,* 

The qriiiciam jharily applies to Assam as yet. In some places tlie power of 
excommuoicatitm asla weapon has been demonstrated and revived by the non-co-opera¬ 
tion movement as a punishment not for brcaJcmg caste iawa, but for disagreement 
from the poLitJcal views of a majority or of a domioatit and clamant minority. 

No tendency to the formatiitm of now castes by aepartition of functional 
sub*castc5 is Thible. itather is there a general tightouing^ up of the caste bond withia 
the ranks of each of the iowor-plMO 1 caste?* manifesting itself in the adoption of new 
names and a general desire lo appear as cultivators rather than as followers of any 
of the other traditional pursuits. These remarks, of course, do not apply to the 
unorthodox and the more vmselHsh of the eduoafod classes. 

Among Animist tribes converaion to Hunduiara as in proviou- years results in ih'3 
giving up of soma oM practica and the retaining of others, Kach,aris who cnlia*. ie , 
the Assam liiflcs or Armed ileserve Polioo tiaturally find it improves their sttit ns 
wilij their fellow sepoys— largely Gurkhaa^to he Hindus. 'Tlioy often abandon old 
practices such as the eating c£ pig’s Itcah ami drinking of beer, but not others. 

The effect of conversions ti OUristianity lias been, in some casg.s. (o react on the 
polity as well on the individual. And this Tcaerion is not always for iho bettan i'o- 
instance among the Ao No gas, wlioro the education of girls is carried on by the 
Amqric;m Baptist Mission, the conservative members of the tribe complain tliat an 
educated "irl will not work in the fields and ihrt‘-consequent idling in the village 
increased Immorality, Again, Mr. Mills, SuhtlivisionalOGlcer of Mokokotuing, repiwts 
iJnit the Mission teaohiugft tend to uudermiue the structure of the trihe. liach Ao 
TiUai^e Ls "ovorned by a council of elders, some of whj05.e funotian? ate religious, and 
Christians^ften refu^ to serve on the councils. In time the tribe may thus ha left 
without a proper social organisation. 

Among the Somos other causes are tending ngainfit the cohesion of the village and 
the autliority of the chief. These causes are tfie cessation of ^varfare nnd the annex¬ 
ation of a large area sinoo the hist census; The fonuor ennso detracts from the chiefs' 
authoritVt vrhUih was formerly necessary for purposes of defence. The latter cause 
limits the opportunities of chiefs’ sons to migrate and found separate villages, and thus 
icails to intrigues among the brotliera and consequent disaolutioa of authcrity. 


• M. SabisjA Ensiatb—Tbn (.Vmiu al ladia, IS It, IKS. 
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CHAP. XI.—CASIE, TRIBE, BACB 01 STAnOXAlrTT. 


SUBSIDIABY TABLE 11—tancludud. 
Foriaiiom in cath^ Irihe^ iinM IftSt—concJod^dp 
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CHAP, xn—occurATioN', 


CHAPTEE Xn. 


qqcv:patio:^. 

(i) The aacitpaiiom of ike ptopln* 

144. In print of practical inturest porliaj® the most usefnl infotnintlati c-«llectpd 
SfjDDd of«nqufry. OL'iUjua is tliat relating to the manna' of subsiiatoiico 

' of the people ami tho ciiffctaat kinds of itiduBtrv It iraa 

contemplatsa nt the timo of this census thnt a iride scop sho.iW bo* given to 
the tliacU'^sion of subjects conneoted Tvith the industrial ana cconf^mio conditions of 
the counlr/ and the poplc. Accordingly special cnqiiiricfl, adilitional to the oidinniv 

census and on a somew^hat extonsivo mado bj District Ofliccm and tbeiV 

jubordinates deputed for the work. Pam of Iho sequent reports have been used 
in tbo earlier chapters of flits volume and some prts 1 have brought into the 
present chapter. A later decUion oommnnrcated by tho Gimsus Commiisioncr laid 
down the instruction that, ns most of the subjects of'this uatiim had been dealt with 
by experts and oth-*r workers able to eommimd fuller and more nccumto inFormatiou 
than it was pssible for the CensiM to obtain, our aim sboubl be to deal with tbe 
personnel and man power of the various industries and occupations rather than to 
t mlKKly in tho csnsus reprts sketchy and incomplete notes on subjects treated more 
elaborately by exprta elsewhere. In ccoromic onquirv hoirovcr little work appears 
to have been done iu Assam hitherto, and I have thcreforo considered that it wifi lie 
of some value to make use of the store of inforraalion ooUectoil by the Distriot Officers 
nnd to analyse prta of it, as far as space and timo allow, so 'that somelhing will 
reniniii on recoi^ for eomprison and serve it necessary os a boaui for more 
elabomto enquiricF. The information in the reporis bcivriug on tea coolies' family 
budgets has already been used by the recent Labour Enquiry Committee, which nls) 
enquired generally into labour conditions on tho f,^rdeiM i it will thus only lie necessary 
t 't me to touch shortly on tea-garden labour, for purposes of comuunson with the 
economic conditions outside the gardens. 

146. Tlie statisUos of the oooupaiinns and iudustries of tho people arc contalacd 
stKUatiesi tobicw. following tables;— 


Itnprrial Tabliw 


Prwificul TBbliis 




r 

t 


i 


—Which ii dirid. i] int'i two parts 
Part \— a pruviiidal stimiasry. ahow- 
iug details for British tofrUen^- and 
Mnnijiar 8taie of all workers b}' ani) 
of dopctniknis h)ir Iwih sen#, and Purt 
VTTiTf .. * detttih for each diatret. 

A\ HI.—5:ihsidiary OMSpations of agrk aUiirists. 

XX.—Oooupatian by roligian, 

XXL—Orenpation by i.«lo«ted csstes, tribes and 

XXIL—-In nstriftl Statistics, in four parts i 
O’Ublishmciits, distribution hv dbtrirts 
olnsaificBlfoU hy eta-^ of Wear or 
nujioger and details of power 

HI.—Owytioos of pc'rsons lifonfo ia Eag* 

V,-Cotta™ indDstriw fDambtr of sf intiino- 
wJmIs. tuindl^nis, bk-AsiaitLics, 

bms5-«tQ]thie#^ dm rm, aijJ, 


for series {mLsod ocoapatioa^) has not been compiled 

There are eight subsidiary occupational tabks at the end of Hus chanter at 
these the first Bjx show proportional or actual figures, in abbreviated fonJ 
rmni lhe ImperuU TAJffl ffp. VII c»n.p.,o, Atfetics for Iho” rt 
selected casK and ^o, \ ill gires particulafs of mil wav and no.stal nmT /S ^ ? 
cmptoytH^ derived from special returns submitted by the dcnartmenift I telegraph 
Tables iX. to XlJI^relate to iadastrica and are prepared from ImiKrtal fable* x'ilT 
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14 S* Tliero are special dillicaltios in clieitiug cnmplete fta 1 ftcoiirnte informattoa 
c*tt»«»QU«H 0 fwaj«iaoeuni- regarding occupation and means of Hiibsisknce. Tlio 
ey. instruction to the ontimeratora was:— 

Column 0 fPrimripnl i>eeu.pstitm of oetual Enter tbe prbcipal mcbuB of UvaTiEiond of 

all |>«r»jns who uctuftlly do work Or carry on bouiuesf, whother p^oaollr or by rncQCi of servants, 

* ivbo live nn house-rent, pension, ele* Kilter llm etuct occupation and avotil va^ue t(.Ttns mcli as 
" eefvicfl ’* or "writing'’ nr “* labour for cx^iuplc, in the o*ae of labour, «ay wbotber in ih:- fields, 
or in a ooal mine, or jute factory, or cotton mill or W factory, or oarth*wart, etc. In the ense of 
agricuHuro dtatinijuiBh hotwoeu {iorffons wbo receive rent und tb«B wlio pay rent. If a pars'll! mates 
lha articl. s ha ^s he should be eulered as '* nj-ilEor a-id ^lor '* of them. Wotnon aid children who 
Work at any oC'iiipation which bclpi to au 'tnent ih r foinily [ncome taust be entoted in eo'imlU P under 
tlittt oecujiatioB and not in column It* Column 3 will be blank fur depeudanto. 

This was 3 upjil(‘meatcd by more detaile;! anil locally applicable direclious in tUo 
Siipervisnra* bo iks of instruction and in the Censat Go In, but groat trouble wtis 
oipcriciLccd ncverthelcE® in large classes uf entry as well as in individual cases. Foe 
instnnoe. In common language persnus may he called servants, labourer4, clerks, 
traders and so forth, bnt ior the census greater detaU is needed ; and it is difficult to 
iuipress this on the enameratom and thti p tbUe. The nsual tneitiiu" of some verna* 
cular terms also varies in different loCidiiioa. By constant siipervi^on and check of 
. eaumoratW work however, and by eh^Gcation of tha vague outdea in the abatrac- 
tion offices (by cuaparbon of the other entries for tbo person or by reference back to 
the district) it hai hocu possible to rwlnce the unnihec under order 53 —Insufficiently 
describ ed occupations-from Oa.OOf'in rJIl to 4G,000 at the present conaiis, The 
iiumUorof labourers whoso kind of laljour is unknown is only about 7.000 ; but tbo 
contractor and buiduesa men (15.00b) and clerks, cashiers and shop employees 
insufficiently dosoribed (20.000) ate iDconvnnicntly nurn'rona, A-gain, there are special 
difficulties in making the record of agricultural pecnpatbns, fur it is ueoessaiy to 
distinguish landlords from ngeuti or managers and fro u actual ottUiraters, and these 
again from farm servants and field labo'irers. All theso classes oveihp, and the 
distlactiou of lanllonls, living on rent, from orcUnarv eoltivators Ls sometimes tlifhcnlt 
in parts where the settlement is porm'meht but holdings are small, m hylhGt. 
For Table XVI11 the headings prcMsribed by the Government of India madi it 
nece^arv to distinguish three main clashes of agriculturists—ran t*rccei vers, re tit- 
navera and farm servants or Md labourei^. This gave we to greit trouble at 
Jiilimerathu Umo, since a bulUvatw holding dlreotly under the Qovernra ml naturally 
could not see why bis bmd-revenno p lyment should be regarded as rent. The use-d 
the term rent-payer was considered at the ti no to ho the best mothod of separating 
the numbers of those who act iially h<dd and cultivate from tliosa on tho ona Inmd 
who merely live on rent and from those on the other who are morely hirod 
on the lantL In Urn Administrative Report, ,a agr^ment with most Dis not Officers, 
I have recommended that at the nert census other dottnitions or nomenclature should 
be adopted for the various oittsses of agriculturiata. 

Whatevor words are used, however, T fear bhat there will always he wnfusion 
an I we can oulv sav that the total of suh-otdec 1(« -ordinary cultivation-in clirhng 
all the groups mentioned above, makes any approach to accuracy : the totals of its 
subdivisions are certainly douhtfn!. , ,. , , » 

Another source of difficulty was the entry for womiiu an I <;IuW«u ™ wortc and 
_.u- £ _:i.. - tho annntotnaiLtorv instruction about this wns time il 


: ot soiaiL ooya hwvijus r —ti- 

or in soUin*' articles, we are dependent ultimately on thelmtelligonco 
although aUed in mauy crises by the advice and snpei vision of the higher staff. Thq 
error f rom this cause cannot bo estimateil. and tn any ease »s serious, for tho>i*, 
entered as actual workers certainly do ttotne work, however little. 

The social-hettcrracnt factor eutom nlsn into the rcoord of occupation, as it does 
into those of religion, caste and langungi': the geuer^ tondenoy to mlopt agriculture 
as a more rcspcctohlo occU|mti.m than the actual principal one is reflected by a heavy 
iln in the number of fishorman and boatmen. Partly from t\m cause also the 
namb-r of weavers has fallen, not because weaving » disroputahlc but bemuse it h 

nilTJllJ^r l __ .. iTioc^ji.nfiLwna iLvTiT:r%h la finttCpIsLt' 


inlthiSilrretoeT occupation, it will probably s^iii 

to niiny that the transformation is more complete. Ihc same applies ta many fisher- 
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mpn who hare cbatigi'il thci? ea>to nauiM. Morovor manr men who work at agri' 
cultuml or other IfiaJs of labour for the part of ih-ir sabsdHtenoe aro molincfl 

to gwisp nt riisprctaMlity by rcturuinig tbomselvos ns or Hoary eultivators even if 
tht-y hold only a small TOg^^tablo patch attached to tijehomost'iiid, 

Thi greatest inaccuracy of alt appears prottably fn the record of suhstdinry 
occupation, OJilumn 10 of the general solietlnle, for Miw is [intat linbtc tt> ohc.;jk by 
the htgUer Htail an I the enumerator ii*s to iud^'c poisibly which of sororfil is the 
mwt important of the secondary occupations of the worker and wlicihcr it ii remun¬ 
erative or productive enough tj be te^rded as a census occupotion at all. 

The iaiirlruction for this colomn wafl as follow's :— - 

Colu/m 10 {Sv&n.ii«ff 9 eenj)aif<ni wofif/^WEntcr bew aoy yecapatba wh'oh nctwa 

worki-ra pnreaeftt any time of tlie yeir in njlKli n to tLoir prinrbul ocnapntien. Thu* if a pi:f»')n 
livci irrlnuipEhllf by bia ap » iKHitnmii, but by ihi^ Wdrj tfiil 

T>e ontoriHl in cDlumn 0 ani ftabiirmnn " id column 10. If tm .kc4au1 worker hue ne adiUianel tfccapi- 
tiem, the colomn will tic lefc bbtoki Thii oolumn wU1 ba blank far dcpomlunt*- 


Tho oatry of subsidiiry ocoupaiion enables us to follow to some extout the move- 
meat of ihnse who are abandoutag, or showing tkimselvesas having abanloaed, 
their trmlilional occipatiou for cultivation, but on tlic whole its utility appeaie 
doubtful and not conameasiiratj with tbo labour involved tn the oolleotion and bom- 
pilaiicn of the atatbtics. 

Fitmlly, column II {for dependants) caused a certain amount of trouble. The 
diiectlona to enumerators were blear i — 

Cd/viifl It IMtatu tkin'sUnee of icpritifdifft).—Far ahildrea and women and old or inRrot 
fWKOtia wliodo ant. work nitfisr persimally or by nmiQ* of #irvniiU, ont*r ths pnQoipal ocfftip»tioB of 
tlio parpoti irbo pupportp th^ra* T ltui {siilumu wiJ bo blunk Adtitnl wotk^fSd 

Tlie object of tho entry is clear ; to obtain the number of peraons Hupported by 
each oco'ipation, apart from the workers. But many blanks, eatries of tho a'or.l 
‘ dc]M>ndBnt* and of the pelafionaliip to the supporter were found. A certata number 
of Euroi>eans, too lory to read the iastractions on their hou^hold OThedules, were 
olfendoiB ill thU roappct. Such entries wore oorreote 1 either at inipoutioa of tho draft 
sohe lilies before the final utmnibrAtLoa or at compilation by reference to the other 
cotries for tho house in the original papery 

A few comic entries tvs usual graced the ecbedules. ‘ Drinks its mo'her'a milk ’ 
‘ plays in the mud ^ ‘thriving occurred ^in, generally eotcred in the column fur 
actual workers’ principal occupation, One tea-plsutcr put d^nru his ocbupatiim as 
bridge-playing ; him the alifitraction ofileo wera inolintKl to tabulate as an engineer, 
p ri>suinably because thoy thought he was playing at buil<ling bridges A touch of 
pathus was added by an Atnerioon visitor arho described his imlling as 'unhappily none * 
Whctb’w he WRs aetiially out of work was not discovered ; in the census ho has merely 
swelled the ranks of tlio ' insniTibicntly described.' 

C>ii the whole, subject to the remarks I hare made above about tho biittivating 
groujts and fishermen, ^hoatmen, weaverB and one or two minor groU]Ui, I bcllcva 
th.it the consbmt supervision in tho diiLricts and the care tnkeu in cloissiflcallon nt 
tho Central Olfico at Gauimti ims resulted in a fnlrly acourate sot of statistics, 

Tho iul' 1 strial cent^u? was taken separatoly from the main census ; i have nDt’jd os 
to tho accuracy of its results in paragraph lUd below. 

147. The system of classification alopto:! h Ibnt dr twn up by M. Deitilion and 

recommended by the International Statistical Justitutc, 
but modified for India as at the last censii.s and with 
a few furllicr changes mmlo to provide for present conditions. Occupations art* divided 
into four main classes and thnse into twelve sub-dasses. These ate the some as 
(hose of 10 U. I reproduce them here for reference. 

CI*M. finb-Ckn. 


a —Production of oiRteruili 

I).—Prep!!ration and supply of matemt 
ButMtancM. 

C, — Publio ailuiinislnitiim untl illwnd aris 


D,—M uccltaneona. 


/ I.—Evploituti^ of auifiiiUfl anil vogettitiou. 

I II.—Hx|i!uitaliou of muicuilf. 

f 111.—IntlDitrjr, 

-I IV.—Tniaiporfc. 

V.—Trudtf, 

VL—Pnl lie fom, 
i ytt— PaW10 Adoimi itfAtiou, 

^YllL—PmIkHioas fl4ni Ulnjml urtt* 

IX„—PtT:aODf living on tliiiir Icn^ouiieid^ 
X.-^noroe^tpiCr 

H il&dtiriWl ooiMpalioui 

^ XIL—^UaiTodiii’iiTe, 
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Thf? stib-^las-spj afo divided into Bid ordcri}< Onl^v iligUt alteralioit3i have heen 
mndL* fi\>iii the o.'dcrs of 1011 to admit o£ new heads * tTumport by nir ' atid ‘ air force/ 
which do not at present affect Assam, anl to find room for ' other onolfts&ilicd 
unproductive industriesi/ which did not appear at the fijrat cenana. 

► The fiO onlers are subiUirideil into 191 ffroiips. Tlie niimher of groups has 
been increased by 32 from Uie number of This is duo to the expansion of certain 

of the oM grf)up9 ao aa lo sh iw ia detail important categories wlnoh were previously 
oomhinod {such as diLferent kinds of textile workers, mechanical transport drivers, 
beggars, prostitutes), and tn the correction of imperfect chisriliCation. 

The 1*^1 groups are standardiied for India. Por Assam we have matlo a few 
further subdivisiius to show occupations of local Interest, tea, limeatoue tjuarries, 
«fa//wri-muktng. rearing of dirferoiit kinds of silkworm. These sub'groups have 
bean shown in the main tables un ier their original orders hut with dating'li^jhing 
letters after tliem in brackets. 

The orders may be seen In Subiidlary Table [ but for details o£ all the groups 
reference must be made to the original table (Imperial XVII). 



In the preceding paragraph I have noted Eome of the difficulties ocourring in 
the occup.ition rocoid at euu mo ration. Although many of tbeso were surnuoiioted. 
by Ihe scrutiny of superior otHceis nncl by niliwing a good deal of detail ti> he 
enterefl for description of doub ful and disputed occupations, the processes of sort¬ 
ing and oompibli m preatmhjd further diOleulties. In some eases double eutrvea 
as * ^ti and oothm weaver ‘ jute and lac Seller were found ; in such cases 
the first entry wt^ taken to be tfiat of the prinotpal ocoupntion. Tim detailed and 
doubtful i ntnes hal to he assigned to st/indnrl groups. l?or the clftssificatton of 
ngricultufal entries we had lists of the vennwalar terms in common use in ci^h d^- 
trict Kven so, the categ >ries of farm semuits and field laltoureiH arc coufused m 
inanV cases : the vidueof the distinction (which was not made at the last con 
is doubtful, t^peeiallv in view of the inacicurju'y. Muoh care was also neoded m the 
cla^rifieathm of puhljo servants and profe^Ional men. Separate grouixa tiro preaenbod 
for the various specialbta tog«>ther with their subnrdiaotcs, while there w a gcneml 

group 

and another 

wdSlTaVorest office^ hfs 'clerks and^ guards, etc , come under * pasture and i^riculture’, 
and an en"^iucer and a doctor again undar (Ulfvrent groups, even if ih^ are 
BOrvin<^ GoTerntnent. Aeaiti mandaU were elasrified, as iu 1911, ns villj^e ofiicaals, 
following the practicefor i>atwaris in Upper India, but kniiuogocs were put down uudor 
e^iculluro as*' ageuis or m&aagcni of landed caUtiss.’ 

cut 

cemosT^Cirou^ numbers were aligned only l»y iho Chief Irn^peObw or 
tbo Deputy Superintendent, and the Pi ovinci^^ Superintendent s orders weic tsk^ 
t« nil cases of doulit. It IS cTidcnfe that to oUsin oven fairiy avcurnle figuivs tor 
oir mrir^cuSn table (XYll), which runs into 135 pages, very careiul ennri- 
S^Mition of rubnes ns to terms and very close scrutiny of the sorters tickets cinfi 
Silntion n-isTcrs werL necessary on the iiarl of those resuonsihlo. In the end, 
fheJumber of doubtful cases was reduced to a mmimum and the Lnnl cm^vifientioa, 
wliich represents ttio normal functional distnbntion in the proYmoe, u. 1 bmiove, 
reiisyuably accurate in its main cbavactort,sties. 

14R III spite of the large number of occupations tabulated, most of them are 
* followed by vei^ small proportions of llio people. Nearly 

OtMwjuiiionni-uivofitouOo's-*® gg pgj cent, of'tbc v»‘h'le population arc siipiMirta;! by 

eome form of agricultural or finatoral pursuit, more tluiii 
tUrei'-fourths being returned aa ordinary cultivators. 



Tbo ordinniy rectangular or linear diagrams in which it has been oustomary to 
display the proportioDs ia the maia classes and sub-classes convey little to tUo re;ilor 
on of^iunt of tbe minute space falling to each other sub-clasa when coiapaml with 
iKfriculture in A^aui. I have therefor© given in diagram No. 11 the numbers 
ftimnoricd bv only ii few of the main heads of ocouparion. These corresiioud, though 
not exacUvi with the standard classifioation ; ordinary cultivation, tea and ilslung 
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cover most of class A, llie next two items are classes B and C, while ' others ' 
(miscellaoeous occupation) and a small part of class A (mines. 
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«if princtTwl means of support of lesa than 1 not cent 

wtLal ^ to social and caste mcToments this figure is lower than the 

7 A per imlle of tb© next class is divided roughiv into 21 under induiitrvi 

0 under transi^rt and 31 per milte ntidor trade of all kiuda. The cliief iiem under tSo 

Taf 3n, thits mabng a fiirther deficit in the public roroc bead. 

»^xa:'4’r,oS's; 

149. In 1911, 44 per egnt. of the populatim of the province were aciual workers 

ibo number has risen m 1031 and we find ibnt 40 ner 

as dependants. TJiis does nor^ppSi^ and ^4per cent. 

.h. family ^om^ZTmt.rrs. 
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proportion ifl also nfleotod^ jDctnilti of the proportions am shown by distrifits in 
tliar^' Table ill and the follo^ving table aummorisos the hgnrea for the proTioce and 
the natiunl divisions. 


Proportion per cent, of dependartt« to iofal popniutioa tnpported by dijpsrenl oeflMjpw- 



Jlfricjlton.^ 

Uftluiljf iLHlad- 
uir aims). 

&myu^4» {fiatlEt- 
tiaf iHdiApKrtjH 

1 

OiibiinL 

1 

- 

5 

4 

1 a 

4 

ASSAM 



55 

3a 

oO 

; 63 

40 

Bnlutiaplm VitllcFjr 


■" j 

so 

3S 

4t 


25 

Suniu ViJlc; 

- 

1 
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iifl 

68 


%7 

Hillf 

... 

... 

41 


m 

52 , 



It will be noticed that the Hills division shows the least, and tho Surma Valltsy 
the greatest, percentage of non-workers. The figures only conlirm what is a matter 
of common knowledge : the avem^ woman of the hills or the Brahmapatra Valley 
is muoU more genGrnlly a helper lit cultivatioa work than is Ihe woman of tho Surma 
Valley. lIorooTor the greater uiim!«r of tea eordens in tho Brahmaputra Valley 
make^ for a groater proportion of women and children workers. The proportkm 
of dependants to workers in tJo:<lpara and Eamrop, how'avcr, appmaches much mono 
closely to that oF the Siiram Volley than is tho case for the central and upper 
districti of the ^\ssam Valley. 


(ft) A^rio^llure ami animais. 


IBO It liss been remark^wl by various writers from time to time that altiiough 
o«jin»rv ouitivftUen. intlnKtria' dovclopraent is aeoded in India, our key 

iudnstry, whlcli aliove all others cannot ho negleete;!, is 
agricnlturo. Our stath^tics show that the population depending on agriculture is an 
ever-inorciising one. The numhor supportwl by ordinary oultiratioD in Assam bus 
risen by more than three-quarters of a million in tho 10 yeora. the proportion being 
now 701 per luide against 7!>4 in 10 ll. The toorcasc is due to untural growth and to 


the inlluE of cultivuling 


immigraats. 


Tho inset slatement shows the varklions for 3 


census voars of the chiaf gronpi falling under the sub-order, dependants and workers 

being combined. 1 have pointed out in 
paragnipU I tG tlio difficulty of distinguish' 
ing the diileront classes of agriculturists 
falling under the head of ordinary eultiva- 
tion ; so that the figures of the aiihdivi- 
Mons must be accepted witli can lion. 


OrdlniLT-y cultlwatlon. ! 

Population fiMpport- 
•d 4oOO*i omUtwl)' 

T. Snoa«Ti^ rsunt 

jS^F&Tm sorvarttsanct flflld 

1 

j (021. 1 

1911- t90l. 

1 i 

107 1 

1 

1 1 

1 137 ©3 

' 5,0^ 4^} 

[ aa 92 

; i 


in Any Cii#o the distincibna are ned important in .Assajo, where nearly 9G per 
cent of the ordinary Agricultural popolatitiiL cultivate for thomselyes either directly 
under Government or n$ tciiauts under xamlndcrs. The dbtiuction of cuithmiom 
as ■ TOTeniie-puyci^ ' and ‘ rent-payers ’ wjis ubolisbed at this census under order.'S of 
the LiiCal Government, so that the progress of tenancy cannot be dUenssed. The class 
of la I ul less labourers i^ small, and the cons us figures show that thorn has not been any 
great timdency of owners or cultivators to lose their hind to crediloivj and become 
uime Icbcrtirers. I'or the increase oF o(J,'i00 iti the number of farm servanIs and field 
laboureiu is accuimtcl for in great measure by the decrease (due to hotter classifiaitiou) 
of' inbourers unspecified wlw were returni.vt in comdderablo numbers in 1911. I*roh- 
ably a cerUb uumhor of cultivators, cspeoiEvUy in the Surma Valley, have lost their 
holdings owing tii the bad times. Some who owned their land have lost it and becoinq 
tenants or mere adhiclan (bur^adart or «dA«f«rf, aa paying a produce rent, have 
been classed aa ordinary tenant-cultivators). The number of tht^ however is small 
ia comiiarlsou witii the whole agricultural population. And it is acaicdj a matter 
of lamentaliou that the number of those who Jivo principally on tho rent of land Iiaa 
decreased by over 20 per coat, in the decade. 
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151. Iiiasmucb as tbe cultivators generally work their own land, tliere b in 

most dii^triets no regular cla^ of farm servants or field 
Of a^utturni lahourers. Where extra help is needed by the cnllivator 
it is generally obtained locally and is of a very teroporary 
nature, as for instance w hen it is noLessaty to got the harvest reaped as soon as possi* 
ble. In the Khasi Hills some 16,000^ agrieultural labourers have heon recorded, hut 
proliably many of thrao are Nepalese who work at other things as well as cultivation. 

A few thousands of people in Lower Assam suppkmeut their produce by working 
on tlie lands of others* In Gonlpara wages nre usually from G to & annas a day, witli 
food, and the wages are generally paid in cash, la Darrang men come from Kamrup for 
field trork in tJjo cold wealber and get from 10 to 12 eunas a day. lu Sibsagar when 
labour is ucoded men cau he had for o annas and women for i ennas a day, but iheae 
nre doubtless local peo[jlc who do not wish to go far from their homes. In tlioSadiya 
rmntier Tract Misbmta are employed at 12 annas a day for clearing jungle from the 
plains villagers' lauds. Eight annas a day ia cash or its etjuiralont in kind is the rate 
prevailing in the Qoro Hills and this does not vary with the season. 

The Surma Valley has a certain number of peoplo of the h/radralok class who cul¬ 
tivate Ibeir holdings or small home farms by hired InUfur. In Sylhet, there nro about 
50,000 c^ricultural lolioUTers (of whom only about 1,000 arc recorded ns regular farm 
ficrvants), Wages vary ocoording to ithe tea-soti. Some 1,000 lulmurers come evory 
year to the Snuamgauj subtU vision at the bar vesting season from the Bengal districts 
of lilymensingh, Hacci, Faridpur and Tlppem and also from other parts of the Sylhet 
difilrict. These live cither in boats or in their eniploycrs' houses. Tliey are paid 
Gometimes in cash, from 12 annas to 1 rupee a day in April—ilay (spring crops) and 
November—December (winter rice crop), but more often they receive a j^art of the 
croi>—from 10 to 15 per cent^as remvmeratioQ. in the non-harvest moutiui from C 
to 8 annuB can be earned daily. In tbe llubiganj subdivision harvesters also como 
from tbe reighbouting Bengal districts; they nrc paid either in cadi from 8 annns 
to 1 rupee a day, or in kind, getting 2 bundles of paildy out of every 20 rcipotl. The 
local hxlwurcrs live either in their own honuTs or iti tbeir cmpldycrs' limisoa wliitc 
ongagud in tbis work; the foreigners often live In boats M'hea engaged as whole- 
tune farm bauds for longer periods, the labourers get from D tc 8 rupees n moutli as 
well as food and nt harvest time (both for jute and padtly cutting) ns much as 
Ks. 15 toRs. 25 monthly, with food- Moreover It is the custom for whole-time men 
to he paid in advance, 

15S. Nearly 916,000 persons or 112 jwr cent, of the Asitim population are suji- 
^ ' ported by the growing of special jirxxlucts. About 97 per 

cent, of these belong to lea gntdenii The regular tea- 
garden labourers arc foreigners to Assam. Their nninbers and origin have alruody been 
discussed in Chapter III under Immigration, and the conditions tinder which they 
live and work hove been dealt with by the Afeaiui Labour Enquiry Committee of 
1921-22 : it is not necessary la enter into any detail hero on tliU subject. The tea- 
gardeu pfjpnlation, of wdiioh the Brabmaputm Valley s ipports two-tliirds and the 
Surma Valley the other otiu-tbird, has grown liy about 55 per cent, siuco 1911. 'I he 
increase iv'ould appear greater atiU but that the 19il census was taken at the time of 
reduction of the labour force owing to depression in, the too industry. 

In addition to their regular lihom-ors, tea gardens in all districts get certaiu kinds 
of work done by outsiders. ifj;-cooItcs settled near the gardens are gojiurally availn- 
blc for part of the year, while people of i>thcr districLs mid hi 11 men come >n the col l 
weather. In Gooliani, numbers of labourers drift in from the Ibiars rnifl Upper 
jls-am (but these often bocume regular workers on the few tea estate** of the ilistrict), 
and Nopalis from Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling are employed in o]>cning out land for now 
gartlcns, In Kamrqp local Ifiiiianimadans and Hindus (Knlihis, Kewats and lvoch(*s) 
work at ploughing and buUdiag, while Kacharis, Ilabhas an i other Lribesmeu take 
up hoeing. In Nowgong and Darrang, ej--aDol*es and Kachans—many of wliom come 
from (^o^pam and Kamrup and live tempinirily on the estates—do hoeingT jungle¬ 
cutting nnd ihatebing r these arc usually i»riid weekly. On the Lakhimpur gardens, 
Naga-s Come down for junzle-cutting, ^lanipuris make bricks, and many Ntinias come 
from Bihar for draining and earth work. Tlicsa arc housed free nnd paid on contract ; 
they can earn fi*om G to 8 annas each for a moderate day’s work. 

Men of Sylhet, generally Muhammadans, work at dratnmg, trenching and build¬ 
ing. They al» rislt Br^maputia Volley gardens and do thatching and building, 
work. 
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Subsidiary o^ouiMtioni 
uiioultuHat#. 
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150. Nosirly 28,000 peniona lire by the ciiltiTEtion of otlier apecioJ product!!* 
* All but 3,000 of these were counted in the Khosi and 

eratMc nr uc ■* Jnlntia ffills, where the orange groves »ud potato cultiva¬ 

tion doubtless account for the greater number. This group includes fruit, vegetable, 
betel and arecn nut growors. The reason n'hy tlio numbers are so small in all districts 
except the Khasi aiul Jninti-i Hills b that in moit cases the growere Imve been 
recorded as ordinary oiiltiratora with the betel or oilier special product os a subsidiary 
cocujiatiniu 'Xliuurango gardens on the .‘outliem sli>i>esof the KteisiHills arc generally 
inaiiage<l by local Wars, but at the plucking time, about January, many Sylhet men 
oome up to work from the adjoining parte of the plains. 

Jute H clusiicd as an ordtoory crop, and sugar-cine growing is generally subsidiary 
to rieo-growlng, so tliat personsCiHlivoting them do not swell the 'special products ’ 
figures. 

A few people are engaged in g‘Owing indigo in the Nowgong district; elsewhere 
it lias heen tried but is not yet a principal occujiation. A little coffee is gti:}irn on 
the eouth of the Khnsi IJilis, bu" this also is subsidiary. 

154. Subsidiftiy' Tables TV and V' refer to Buhsidiary occupations. Kearlv 2t) per 

cent, of LvntJhirds, 12’S per cent, of triinary cultivators 
nnd 8 per cent, of agricultural lalxnirers reitimed some 
subsidiary means of subsistence also. The returns sliow a 

great variety of entries. Many of them give merely a dilTereut form of ogriculture 
am the second occupation : for insfaiioc many landlords or rent-TeoeiveT? are also 
ordinaTv cultteator^ or rent-payers and are many of the field labourers. Trade and 
general labour are thi' commonest forms of streondary occupation, Aj already 
explained, tlieso returns arc of little value : the entries receive the minimum of 
checking and arn dependent largely on tlie wliim of the n no moral or. The number of 
cultivators owning to nshing atid boating as a second oeoupathm is less than 31,000 
against 34,000 at the Inst census : it seems therefore Umt those fislienncii who have 
adfjpted oiiltivation, or returned cultivation as their occapaticii, have often nappressed 
the fishing cr bo.iting outry ether from both pruicipai and subsidiary columns. 

.Agriculture was returned as a subsidiary oeeapation by only 20 per mille of the 
whole workiag populatimi, the i^rojiOTtions Imiug 2.> for the Brnlim’iputra Valley, 
45 for the Snrma Valley and only 13 for the Hills. Over one-lifth (and in tflc 
Stirnm I'nlley nearly one-third) of those who live mainly by fishing appear to bo 
cultivators aim 

155. The number of aittio anfl fuilTalo breeders and herdsmen has decreased since 

1911, though it U still more than double the nuiubur record¬ 
ed in 1901. Thoy are distributed over all districts, but 

prinoipally in the Bnihtnaimtra VaUey anl the KhnsL Hills. Having regard to the 
largd increase of Nepalese in tlic prorinoo, the decrease in the 
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graising figures is an 
iudicaiion of the w;.y in which these 
immigrams are taking to eutlivaiioa in 
curtain parts* There b a rise of aliout 
4,000 in the closely connectol group of 
milk and ffhee sclleis, but even ibis addi¬ 
tion leaves the figures of the graziers 
ami doitymen nearly stationary fur the 

last 2 ciaisnscs. 

The lm.t. oensiw of livestock in Assam, taken in 1920, gave the nuniher of 
animals to th© phiiiis districts as 0,289,103, including young stock. Of these cattle 
were 4,8b51«:H», buffaloes 587,000 and others (chiefly goats) 817,000. 

156. This sub nnlcr (773 rccordetl workers and depeadants) is small but of great 

interest, anco it includes reatera of silkworms. Two 
hundred and eighty-throe are concerned with birds and 
bees—nearly idl eftaoccted with tlio honey prjducetl in th© Khaj-i Hilk Of the 490 
reeonkd under silkworms, 483 depend on eri or mtt^a worms and only 7 on f at 
worm rearing. All these figures ora obviously too low : in many cases doubtless tho 
occupation is subsidiary to one of the textile groups or to cultivatioii, while 
admisistoa of breeding the fat worm is shunned as it has usually been regordt^ 
as degrading. Nearly 90 cent, of tho silkworm breedets (actual workers) are 
females and nearly nil are Hindus or Animists. They ^ra spread over the Ernhma* 
putra Valley districts (except Lakhimpur) and Manipur, being most numerous tu 
bibsagar and Hariang. 
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167. Although with tho riversfaud bUs ot Assam, fishing h m industry of 'Tent 
FIBMnf i number gupp«rt«4, llUpO^rtaJlCe to tbc food Supply 

province in many parts, the numher 
returned under fuJiing m a principal 
ooonpation has faUen by -10,000 since the 
Inst census. At the same time there w 
, . inoreoae of 20.000 under .Hah 

dMrease of 6.000 under hoatmon. so that the net decronso rccoiIiS 
alliod hc^<la la about 20^000- Tb© ocGuis hi tmiK 

und reflects the general movement to 
avoid fishing as a depidmg occupation. Since there is some fall even in the 

of c^lt^ators who have returned fishing os a subsidiary occupation it is evhulit th^ 

(ii') Tramport, 

158. The uiimber supported by occupatioas under transport, 70,000 or 1 per 

Tmnapart—poraong tupport- of the population of tho province has iiiere»sed bv 

decennium. Nearly thiee-fourtbs of the 
werkera arc Hindus The proportions are nearly euual 
divisions. Apart from railwavs imd 
gamers, bulltwlc carts are most used in the BraliiriPpu- 

port^n. siroU ll« ^ "* ^ U"- dSu 

159. Road transport workers have incroasod by 26 ]ier cent. The order includes 

Land trAnapart. J Carters, potters, motor drivers, pact-^animal 

« I I ) I hearers, bm also labourers ond oiIkts 

employed on nwls anil bmlges. fhe tost named class absorbs over 12000--nrathJ 
Iwlf the number of workers in this order. The new group fno mi of ,>er87ns?o„ 
m-cterl with merbamcalfy .driven vehicles, contains onlv SO pfrsoii of whonf^?^ 

are worken,; b», .n^r .JUI p.r»u,-ail of llu,™ 

the dlie:l new group (no. 183), pnvalo motor drivers and cleaners, while 102 • 

arc motor repaired m new grr^up DO, under onler "oouslraetion of moans of traiLmt 
The postal and telegraph figurfs have inertW very slightly. Railwavs have 
Rail, posts and tpifi^raaas. moro cmplojots and dcpottdants than iu 1911. apparentiv 

, , , , owing to the working of new branch lines. Ilere also 

Itiliourers ompbyedoji oon.str net ion are included and account for more than the t tJj 

iucfoas<i * the rest of the ndJ way staff ahows a dccrenae of nearly 3,000. 

160. The decrease of 5 700 in this order is ali under W owners and boat men 

Water Trmneppit. ^ ^ txpmiued in paragraph 157 is accounted fiir by 

fv 1 ,- I' - I I . ' . a''3ociatioa of boating with fishing and preferciu'e 

forcuhivatm iasteail fifa watery oecupatioji. U should be noted that tbl nin^W 
rettirnc. as bwit builders has increased from U-i3 to 508 altbuti<'fj nf conraa « ♦ 

number of the bents produced by these and other carpoiitcra are destined for priVat^ 

Use ftno not for trade or hiro. private 

161 TUe «UDil«r (mi,™,.] b tlm provirm) i„ jUp,- officer,. 

maamariaaqpraapdfiramfiii. !! iw. JJa ”iS,‘ dopcudauts has iaCToasctl from 

‘ t\, t t . * ^ this increnso Is in Svlhot 

.ivliieh IS the only district from winch men go to sea or river stoima- 

in any numbers. This mllmg form oil a subject of the special economic emi - imcs 
No cciisu. returnH f ir Assam were ruccivud from shipi at Jica or in foS^n 
^ir ’*1 estimate the numhurs so cmplJvCil, The subdivisi^ 

of flabiganj ntjd Simamganj are said tu supply 1.303 or luorecach and ns tho^+W 
parts of tbt* di.sLrict also e'mtTibute, we mav inror tint at least 5 006 nr fl fton ana 

iTc f!™’«'“•1:;"’ *" ■ '‘Tr' ^ ;;c*«^rbraS 

the ineroase.^ Ihe prof^ou is not ht^ditary. but enterprising sons often 
their fathers Cfillng seeing thot it m luorative and more cvoituiB than work at 
Th,. mo ceklum oAe frem the tobing acd 

onUuary bliiliiuiimadan oultirating fumilic*; (omcainMilso middle elms MuhanuJ^ 
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yoviiig men, if poor^ ^ to sea. Tlie p1aee5 supplying the largest aumbers are the sadr» 
Bi^hiraiinth and Balaspanj tbanas of fforth Sylnet, Chaualis par^na in South Sylhet, 
Jatdhup in Karimganj, Attiajan pargana in Suimmganj and Nahiganj tbana in Habi* 
gatij snbdirisign. In ^unarnganj they are said ti go out for about 6 to 8 mont^ 
, every year between the ages of 18 and 5u. In other parts they only return onee in 
over}’ 3 or 3 years. The usnal extent of saiings brought home Ls Bs. 200 or Rs. 300, 
but wme bring Bs. 500 or Bs, 1,000, and tbosa who become serangs eo no back as 
rich men- 

Heports vaty as to the effeot of foroign service and travel on the men. Their 
ideas are o^rtainly enlarged aaJ their standards of life altered, though not always for 
the better. Slaiiy become extravagant knntti ami merely squander their money until 
they have to go to sea again to get more. Oue serang or tindal whom I met in the 
interior while on tour produced a suit^caw oontainiug sevotal bottles of scent, which 
he bad brought from Jlarseilles anl which he sjemed to regard as his greatest treasure ; 
ho us^ the Went lavialily on himself and was with dithculty prevent from smother¬ 
ing the Census Superintendent with it! 

Others again, oE the more sob^r section* use their savings for the repayment of debt 
and the purnbase of land, AU appear to settle down tlnaUy as cultivators. There is 
no doubt that this profession affords a sina'l but growing outlet for sune part o! tho 
surplus population of Sylhet and it will be matter for salUfaction if it continues to 
bring a How of outside money similar to that which found its way to the district 
during the war. No branch of tho Seamen's Union or Asaociation exists in the 
province. 


Number supwTtfHl By Trade. 


(v) Trade and Commerce, 

162. As the inset statement shows, liaviog regard to the increase of population 

there has been no startling variation in 
the numbers subsisting on trade. Trade 
in food-stuffs absorbs more than two-tbirds 
of the whole trade population; textll{9 
are next in importance and here tlic num¬ 
bers are kept up partly by ibo large 
proportioa of Manipuri women who sell 
cloth in the State. 
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Among traders in food, fish deaters form the largest proportionj ^these and 
milk or ffhee sellers have alre^ylboen mentioned {paragraphs 155 and 157). Groce¬ 
ries, griin and pulse, vegetables and betel-nut, and sweetmeat selling occupy 
some 8ii,000 or over 1 per cent, of the whole population. 

The 'others* shown in the atatoment in cl ado a variety of trades each snpmrting 
only a few lumdroJa or thousands; variations since 1901 in the orders may bo seen 
from Subsidiary Table Vll, Among those a drop of 1,700 in the number depen¬ 
dent on banking and exchange and credit possibly indicates a welcome decrease 
of moneylenders, and of the togas insurance agents who were so bui»^y a few years 
ago ; uufortunntely we have no separate figures for these subdivisions of the group. 
The number under trade in metals has increased mote than fourfold : combitiod with 
the decrease of about 3,000 recorded tn the number supported by metal mdustriest this 
points to decline in the local iron and bra^ indnstries and increased use of Imported 
aluminium and enamel wivre and iron impiements. 

The number of general storekeepers and ’ ahopkeeners otherwise mispocifiel * has 
varied little ; nearly 16,000 pereons are now supported under this head. lUnerant 
pedlars have incroa^ from 70 to 911, supporting 1,450 people: nearly all of these 
were censused in the Brahmaputra Valley, and toe majority are women. 

Of the natural divisians, the Snrma Valley has the greatest trade populatiou, 41 
r fuillo, agniast only 28 ia tho Brahmaputra Valley and 24 in tho Hilb, This ia 
ue to the great preponderonoo of fish dialers in the Surma Talley. 

163. Tho external trade of the province both rail and river borne—mainly with 

iTttemAi trma Calcutta and other parts of Bengal—and tronsfrontier, b 

T»t«Tn» under a nigular system of registration, and the Director of 

Industries publiriies annual and triennial reports cm the subject; it is therefore 
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CHAP. Xtl.—OCCUFATIOK. 


UDueces^ry for me to discuss it. The conditions of trade in the interior, howeTor* 
formed a subject of special euquiiy at tlie censua and detailed re))ortfl covering 63 
differcDt markets or bazars in widclr scattered areas have been receiTcd, IXstriot 
and subdivisional hoailiiuartors markets, thougli frequently o'vned and managed by 
MumcipaUties, an* counted ns rural in the following snmtiiary, for they servo large 
rural populatians as well as the townspeople and their conditions vary little except 
as to size and number of shops, from the ordinary markets of tbc interior. 

Excluding Tery petty and mioor hdt9f a total number of 397 regular markets Of 
bazars has been reported from the provinoe (British territorv only), but this eseludea 
two subdivisions for which no numbers have been given, and a number of tea-gardon 
bazars wbloU have been omitted in some district reports. Practically all of these are 
distrihating centres for various kimls of imported goods, ns well as marts for rice and 
fresh food products of the neighbour hood. 

Generally there la no single village abop sticking all kinds of articles, Whoro 
ilierc are perinauent shops they are usually two or three sollijig dSiferenl kinds of com* 
moilitj and owned by different classes of trader. For instance, tluire may be a 
ManvarPs cloth shop, an upcountryman selling grooaties or grain and pulse, and a 
Dacca Aluhainmadan dealing in mbcellaucous or fancy goods. 

164* Very few really Large annual fairs ore held in. the province ! perhaps only 

the Vdalguri fair on the borders of the Balipara Frontier 
Tract and Darrang, held in January and February every 
year, comes under this head. Here Bhutias and Tibetans come down in considerable 
numbers anti traders come from some distnneo for all branches of trade. The local 
people obtain some of their anntial shmks of requirements at this fair, and there b a 
certain amomit of huying for export hy mUdlemcu. A similar me/a is ludd from 
December to March at Gbos'mfiara in Darr^i'ig to which Bhutia tradm and hillmeu 
bring down ponies, livestock, blankets, lao, musk, ivory aud walnuts. The volurno 
of trade is, however, dcclimag. 

In all the plains districts of tho province there are numbers of smaller mehst 
hold at tho time of Hindu religious featlvals such as the Doljatra, AEoka&taml, 
iSaruiibnan, or the death anniversary of some well known Gossain. A good deal of 
treble, both in loo,il and imported goods, b carried on nt these raefi^s. fn Goalpara 
they are little more than the ordinary bazars shifCM to tho rnela sites, and tho 
volume of busine s is said to he deeUniug. The are almost always stirU>:t 

with soma religious ceremony and often they aro more in tho nature of social 
and religious gatherings than of trading falrK. (u tCamrup and tho central Assam 
Valley they are by no means declining. lu tbe Surma VaUuy* the Siddheswar mef i 
in Cachar is the best known, and a good do.iil of trade ai well as religious bathing 
occurs ; thb however is ftilllng off in importance, and the attendance is said to f>a 
only some 3,006 people, whereas some of the Kamntp religious melvi* are attended by 
5,000, or even by 10,000 people. Ai .Tamngiirl in Sibsagar district there is a Is'uga 
hdt from K^riik to Phalgusk, when a certain amount of tmde la cotton and other 
hill produce is done, 

A fair of some imporlance in tbo Sylhet district ii tho Ponatirtha meUt, at tho 
foot of the hills to the north of Sunamganj. Here about 8,000 attend aunually but 
more than half of these are Siudii wnmen whn go to bathe. Tliorc ia a good deal 
of trade, but all the articles are snob ns may be bad in the ordiunry markets, 
although a certain member of the hilltnen and local villagers lay in their annual 
requirements at the melu. In snme tea-garden areas in South Sylhet, horse racing 
and circuses are feaiures of the winter nic/af. 

The Sadiya Bazar is described by tho Political Officer ns being like a n^la from 
Novemlyer to .MaroK At this time the tribesoaon conte down for their nimual 
purohases and they bring with them scarce or valuable hill produoU such as 
beeswax, musk and Ueta, as well as other goods. Testa feeta), a rhizome 

valued for its extract, used as a dye and also aa a febrifuge aud eye inedioine, U 
purchased by a Calcutta lirm for export to tho Far East. About 130 maunds are 
brought in annually, the selUng price being from lbs, 5 to Ils. 12-8 pr scor, Alxjut 
500 tolas of musk pods pass hands, at lia. 15 per tola. 

The bazar trade at Sadiya is in the Imnds of Marwaria, with a few Muhamma¬ 
dans of Sylhet, hut all bill proluce is sold at public auotioiia held by tho Political 
OfEcer aud bb assistants; this ensures the hi lime a agaiust being cheated. 
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166 . Host of the hcadqutuicrs markets sit dailj for sale of fresh produce, such 
Rcjni markirt. ^ vegctobles, wlson the atteuilanco is uot larRie— 

perha^ 200 or 300. TVeekly or bi-weokly however there 
is a bazar dnv proper, when trade ^ much brisker aud the attcndaaee bcoomos oftea 
_ 2,000 or 3,(K)0. In the llrahmaputra Valley, Gacbar and the HiUs tliero is a 
‘ 'Oansiderable num1>cr of Municipal, Looid Board and other publicly owned markets. 
In SylJict nil arc prirntely owned. Of the 897 regular marketV reportel, CO are 
under Muoioipal or Local Board control and 119 under Government or other public 
ownership. The last number inctndes many &4ie owned hr Siema iu the Khasx 
Hills. 


The anhexed statement shows for certain districts the area and popnlatioa 

scrvotl by rumf markets of all classes^ 
The SylUet total excludes Karimganj 
Subdivision from which no repirt was 
received, and some tca-gardca hi'its hare 
been omitt^l, but the ugums servo for 
a rottgh comparison. It wilt he noticed 
that the Summ Valley markets servo 
a smaller area and population than do 
those of the Brahmaputra Valley. The 
Khnsi and Jaintin IlilU anl Goto Hills 
bait-c numbers of regular nuukets hut in 
the other liill districts they hardly exist, 
as the faimlies atu goneraliy self-supfsort* 
ing and when rin'y commodity runs short 
it can l>o borrowed from a neighbauTing 
household until the next harvest. TJius 
thoro arc only 3 markets reported from 
the Xiiishai Hills, four from North Ca* 
■char, and four in the Naga Hills, alLal the larger centres and under public owner*- 
ship. In Manipur these enquiries were not maxle. 

Only about 30 of the regular markets are daily. Of the rest, rather more than 
half sit hi-weekly and less than lialf weekly. lu the KItasi Hills “weekly" often 
moans every Sth day and bi-weeklv every Itli day. A few uit 3 times a week. There 
is seldom much husmess in the early morulng ; midday and afternoon are often tho 
busiest itmes, cspeoiaUy In tea-gardeu arena where the coolies have a leriva day every 
week; in;OnitDary rural areafi the groalesi throng often comes in iho late ix^ftornoon or 
oveniiig, when c ittirntoni arc able to atlond after doing a day'll work. In most areas 
the dry season brings tlie largest cjaoourse, but m areas with a good deal of water, the 
hmiesi time of year may be the rains, Brices of articles other than agricil^rai 

S roduco do not goncnilly vary greatly at diflerent seasons, but had commuiucaLions to 
istant centres may cause a rise of 20 or 3!j pet cent, in the rains or just after. Some 
markets arc nlFectcd otlvcmly by others a few miles away, or connected by railway; 
but as a rule the weekly or biweekly buz'xr days arc lixci «o as not to clash and so 
as to enable tlie same traders and purchasers to aitond two or three clilferenl bazars in 
the same area. A certain number of now hda have Wn. stoitci to provide for new 
iwpultttioo, for the Bhatiyas or Eastern Bengal settlers iu the Asiam Valley 

(iistriuts. 
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106. At most of tho rwguiar markets every noocssity and a g,3oi many of tho 
T«d« In thninmrk.,t» luxuries of life can be bought and aold. In or near hill, 

forest in’ ftoaiidt arc ts special prolucts saoU as speat^ 
mw cotton, lao and other forest produoe are dealt in; dogs arc sol i (males for oatiog, 
females for breeding—‘price from Eo. I to Es, 3) at Mukokchuog in tUo Nag.*t flilla 
and at Lakhipur bazar in CacUar; also at Damra iu Goalpam, a markot ottculcd by 
the Garos. 


Generally however rice and other agricultural produoa, fresh and dried fish, 
vegetables and fruits, salt end grooeries, tobaoO) and betel, oil and g’ttr, cloth and vani, 
implements and uicnslb, fancy aul Tiuscellanoous articles are the thiags to lie fount 
in all markets. For immediate comfort parched or Cried grain, sweetmeats and some* 
times tea, milk and sugar mivy be hod. lu [mrts o! the Khosi Hilb tea shops ui‘e 
a spoehility : at the Bam Bazar at SliMlong, it has been cniculated that there are 4U 
tea Stolls, each aervlug an average of ‘15 oupa of tea. The Khasi women, and girE m.aka 
a profit of only about 9 annas from each teajjshep or stall on tbe,inarkct day. 
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Baskets and mats are soU at some but not at all markets and live-stock, e^edalljr 
cattle, only at certain important ones. Wbere milk is sold, there is Bometimes on© 
price for pure and another for adulterated milk. For instance in Darrang 2]f annas 
a seer is paid foe good milk, while some is so tnuch watered that it fetches only 3 pic© 
a seer. In some markets Nepalese dairynicn are able to sell their for Its. 3 
a eeer and also to get 2 annas a seer for skimmed and watered milk. 

The attendance varies from 100 or CTen less to about 4,000, hut it is rarely oTcr 
l,0fi0 at turn! Arffs. The traders are of diSerent classes aocording to locality. ^ fjocal 
agricultural produce is sold generally by the growerj and forest produce by hillmen, 
although these things may be stocked* by shopkeepers of ether classes also. Cloth 
and other imported articles arc sold in the Brahmaputra Yalley by Marwaris, Dacca 
Bengalis, upcountrymen and local Asmacse, the share of trade being generally 
in the order named. In the Surma Valley nnd the Hills local people have more 
of the retail trade in their hands. 

Very fow new commodities hnvo appeared lately, Ch^rka*. gonemUy pf local 
made, arc sold in many markets as a result of the non-co-operation moroment. At 
lUatikncliar in Goalpara charkai costing 10 annas for (he wood and taking 2 days to 
make were priced at Es. 2 each. Curious to relate, the name of the movement's 
Irader, among whose articles of faith arv the cschewal of Injcuries and of foreign good^ 
is used as an adTertisetnent on the Gaiulhi brand of cigarattes {Indian made) and 
Gandhi matches {Japanese), Japanese cloth and fancy goods have made _ great 
strides, doubtless owing to cheapness. For iustance, cloth from Japan was introduced 
into the Khasi Hills in 1910-17 and its sole now amounts to 25 and !15 per cent, of 
tbe total cloth in Bhillong nnd Jowni Bakers, respectively. American goods have not 
gained a very strong footing—as regards the smaller articles—but in some bazars of 
Sibsagar they are said to cover some 15 per cent, of the misccUancous, stationery, 
and fancy g^s trade. Generally Japanese things of this clnsa predominate, and 
Indian and British mode articles are only from 15 to 30 per cent, each of tbe total. 

The following statement shows the relative volume of trad© in cloth at certain 
important markets, as calculated by the enquiring oflioen;. Yarn b almost all 
imported or from Bombay. Cloth tncludefi ptcco-goods and ready garments. 
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Thor« is no reason to doulit the figures as a general indtoation oE conditions, 
though they maj not be accurate in detail. Tho North Lnkhiinpnr figures, hoircrcr, 
wore obtained by actual oo'inting of pieces sold on •narket days. Prom ho statement 
it will be seen that at the time of the enquity (shorily before tho census) English 
cloth still belli generally over half the trade ami Dombay was a good second 
and Japan a fair thinl. Since the enquiry fiscal and {xilitical conditions have 
altered and it may be that the proporiious hare changed somewhat. The Indian 
hand wayen oloth, other than local, is generally represen ted by Dacca and aarts, 

sold by Dacca merchants. In regard to handwoven oloih, it should he noted that 
W'hlie weaving is almost universal among the Assamese, they rarely ncjive for sale 
and a great part of what is sold is silk. 

Stocks in remote shopi ate generally sufficient for seveial months, hut, as a 
rule, stocks of cloth and dry goods are not kept for more than one to two montlis^ 
needs. For grain a fortnight’s supply is iisiiaL 

Tlic turnover in large permanent simps may amount to several hundred'^, or even 
thou-sands, of rupees in a week : Tims a cloth shop in Lakhipur (Caetmr) has n 
turnover of Ks. 400 mtb a profit of 2 anna.s in the rupee; a brass shop tiimed over 
Ks. 300 nt 1 anna in the rupee profit per week n grniti shop at Doom- l><x)ma sold 
Its. 1,700 worth wirli 1 anna per rnpoe prcijit in a week; a misccllatieous goods 
shop ut Dhubri tumctl over Its. 750 worth of goods at8 percent, profit. 

The smaller stallholders and prodncer-sidlers make gcuornlly higher profits for 
their small ^tock-in•trade: a dried-fish aellcr makes fi aunas per nipee on total sales 
Ilf 6 rupees and a hetelmut seller 2 annas on the same value of stock, per market 
day lit Lakhipur. 

Generally profits of the retailor vary from 1 anna to 4 annas nod sometimes 8 
anuas in the rupee. Such prrifits are in addition to the ti-bolesaler'ii profit on 
liiK Kile Lo the retailer, but shop or staU rent and establishment charges have to be 
paid out of the retail profit. The profit made on sale of a tin of kerosene oil varies 
from the more value of the cmjity tin (0 to 9 annas) to 35 per cent, pln9 the 
tin. 

Fur permanent shops and stalls a frontage or ares rent bchQTyod by the owner 
or lessee of the market. For instance at Dhubri from Its. fi to U“. 15 per month is the 
rent of permanent stalls let by the Municipality. At Uailaknndi 8 annas an I at 
Tjakhipur Ho. 1*8 per cubit of frontage are rates of annual 8]ioi> rents. Ihe linilway 
Company for its market site# at Mnrghcrita bikes from annas o to Ite. 1-4 per square 
yard per month. Rntc-i ctnu^od by private owners iwe sometimes even higher tlmn 
these. Temporary stalls nre generally rented at from I to 4 onnas per market 
day; hical sellers carrying in their goods pay 1 pice toll per bundle, or 2 piw for 
a man's load. For livestock a maikot-dne jnir head Is taken, anoh as 2 annas for 
buffaloes and 1 annn or loss for smaller animals. 

Money changers charge at difOcranc rates for changiag notes anti ailTer, In. 
some ^iaocs no charge b made for changing notes. The rate £<ir clmngmg a silver 
rupee is almost always 1 pice ; at Turn, however it b 2 pice, while nothing is chnrged 
lor notes. At Chhaygnon in Kanirup, while 1 picc b charged fora silver rupee, 2 
pice must be paid tu get change for a one-rupee note. ‘ 

Ten-rnpoe notes cost from It) pice to 5 annas, and 100 rupee notes front 4 annas 
to 3 rupees to change. 

SimiU shopkeepers generally obtain thinr stocks from larger local merchants_ 

rarely from a dbtance—at n more htveuruble price tfiaii the large man charges to the 
public. Ifencc the small man is, as a rub*, not being crushed out hy the big 
aeller. For a* few markets the larger shopkcepcis send out stocks for sale on ha jsar 
days from their main shopn. and here the smalt trader sulFcr# somewhat. Accounts 
kept by the smaller shopkeepers are of the roughest, and often none it all arc 
kcpi. 

Trade agents are geaemlly only employed by large buying firms at spociai seasons 
for special croiw, for cotton from the hills and lac from the hills and lower 

Assam, and for jnte^and mustard* Traders from Bengal come in boats and buy 
quantities of rice from the iaterior in the 8tinna Valley, after the win ter harvest 
Generally all products for export are bought by tho regular Kayos or Marwori tradeis. 
of the Brahmaputra Valley, Frequently money is advanced on the aiAntiing crops^ 




HO 
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Oiiid although the ouitirator obtains a temi^orar/ eoavotucuoe by this realy money, he 
has to pay dearly for it 'The de£Crtptioti of Ibo proco^ giren by ilr. Cantlie for 
North Lakhimpur is instmctive : 

" of tta^dins h —Knyn raonoy »a a IcwQ atia moBtti ot twi 

moDtbB bflfoTT harvest on the lurgiaiti thal ona dun iof 31 aeare doiaioatly) if ti) ho (pvao nftcr harvcit * 
oVtjj viki above the numbor of •(nai of tlio carr^nt market rat&atter hnrvojt. Bat tho ICayn’« ditn. is 
not thu tv^Ur 3^ aecrj Lot contnbn more. It !• aBtiioaied that hii du* contttiu 4 tenr* at lout. 

_ The carrent pria* being thiijo dmu per rdped, the Kay* get* 4 per rapiic froru tho 

eottivatrir who borrowed a rupee two monthfl befotu hflirreat Thai tL« profit \s 33 and o lo-thini per 
not, fiT threa months. Bat iaste.Mi of gattiag 14 aears bo gats at leaft 10 «oora, m ho mikes na 
oxtru 14 and two-saroaths par uent. Uo^ tharofon, DiakOB 471 jusr cent, in S moittha." 

Tbero arc other waysj mote or less well known, in which tlio ottUimtor or pro¬ 
ducer is oTcrreached by tiie meroimnt or moneylender. But the oboTe instance will 
sufBca to show the immense bene&t which mttj be conferred by an extemiQn of 
co-operative credit. 

Barter is fairly ommoa, but more in the viltagas than at markets. Cultivators 
barter produce among themtelres; basket-maket3, fishormea, potters and makers 
of anail-sheU lime exchange tbsir predueo for grain, vegetables and fruit from cul¬ 
tivators * Garoa barter raw cotton for Med rice from upcountrymen ; BUutias some- 
times excliangc blankets with the Amtaoso for ea4i doth. 


(vf) Indu9frid«, 


167. Assam is not an El Domdo. Apart from agriculture and t+ia, industry is of 
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little account, and tbo statemont in thu margin hsrvUy 
indicates growth^ although certain industries bare 
actoally increased a little. It is true that there are 
plenty of natural rosourws in the country, anil both 
^ organised and oettoge tnlustrics if developed could 
well subsist and aid the return of prosporiiy, side by 
side with agriculture. But the ob<i Lacies to do ret op* 
ment are strong. 


Small industries liavc of course been greatly impaired by the import of cheap 
maefaiue-made goods snd by the general move towards agriculture a*) a source of Uveli* 
hood. In sumo cises the craftsmen have lost thair aueient skill, (e.g., fa ivory-oarving) 
although the hereditary skill of the line silk weavers of Sualkuchi in Kafiiriip h a con- 
apiouous instance of the contrary. In other eases the atmngling !mld of the uitdiileman 
is heavy on the worker. In larger indusirics the dlihcalty of comm uni cations and the 
shynes* or sliortncsi of eapilaJ arc the most serious obstacles. For inKt vnoe, there is 
much gxul coal in the Qaro TUlls, but arrang;ments for removing it to milheiid Imvo 
been holding up for years the work of the comiwttty which has tho concession. Largo 
parts of the valuable coni seams of Fpper AssnTn.nre highly inclmed and bpla.vtho per¬ 
manent sirtnratiou level, so that working will probably be expensive and difflonlt, 
Petrtilomn exists in various parts and sercral promentore are now at woric, but it has 
not yet Iteen struck in .such (jmvutUy as to mike the Assam production nf oil any¬ 
thing but a fraiition of the Burma output. Good pulp for paper can be made fr«)nt 
theMooftonoA grasses ;iQd bumhcioH of Assam but want of commuuicaLions ns well as 
lack of etderprise have hitulercd the dovelopmoat of paper making in the pa^t. 
A paper company has now been formed and is siiid to be waiting for its plant, Ijarge 
stores of water power exist in the country, but the expenses of survey and of ojjcaing 
tlicnr up have acted as a brake in this case ; moreover some of the grtsU^sst souroea 
are in diflioult tranafrontier ejuntry—for example, the Nongyangiake in tho north¬ 
east, ExcoUeut roofing slate is found iifcertaux rivera to tiie cost of the Noga Hills 
(the Kalyo-kengyu tribe, ** alated-hcuse meu,^’ derive their name from its use), but 
dt M very far from any main communicatkma and mostly in unadminutered country. 
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about 2^ per cent, of the population of 

Let tbk be contrasbed with Hadraa (wbieb the 

Director of Indmtries of that Ptesldeacy caUe 

industrially baokward}» with 12 per ceot. 

depeutlenton indositry, and we oansee bow little 

Assam baa to do os yet with aoy productiYO 

nieons of subsistence except f^rlcultoro and 
tea. 


More th.au two-thinU of the 20,000 under fool industries are paddy buskers and 
hour grinders: the maprity of these are women w-^rkers in tbe Surma Valley and 
Goalpara- The rest of the group comprises sweetmeat makers, bakers, grain paccheis, 
distillers and a few others. All of the 1.700 distlllen and brewers are in the 
Kha.'ii Hiila and Manipur, as the outatill system is not in force elsewhere, while 
brewing of rice beer isgonemlly a bousehold activity, and not n business, for hiU tribes. 
The order “ Industries of dress and t diet ” h mmlo up mainly of 12,000 harbers, 10,000 
tailors, 7,000 washermen and 2,000 aheomakors, in each case dependants being 
included ndth workers, “Others" includes OTcr 4,000 sweepers and scare tigers. 
Buiidiog means only those en^^e*! in puce^ work, such ns masons and time burners. 
Those engined in kaefia building, thatching and gimilar work, arc shown under 
wood industries, which with textiles and cernmios are discussed in paragraphs IJO- 
172. 

168, Tbo number censured as employed or dejHmdent on oonl mines was 6,7C0—• 

orguniMti (ndurtrteo— uearly oU in Lnkhimpur and the Nagn Hills, where a 

Coal minM. HOW colUerv tas been opened in the decade. By petro- 

P«iroifium well*. wclIs’ 3,100 ate supportodi five*aixths of the tot^ 

being in Lakbimpur at the Digbci u'dU and the >(i Cachar, near BEidarpur, 
where crude oil extraction Ims t^n started in the decade. 

Coal and potruleum were inclmleil in one group at the bet rensus: the com- 
bincil figure.'# are now nearly double than those of 1011, on account of the new 
extonsious mentionixl, 

Limestone workers und tlu'lr dependants have decreased from about 700 to 400, 
timartorw. Tlicsif aro nearly nil in the Eliasi Hills. The district 

^run^uin. Ti’turnN of Output Ilf the qtiamea also show same deereasd, 

thus confirming the ovileiioe of deotiue shown by the 

census figures. 

,A corundum mine was stnrtod in the Eba<:i Elilb during the war and the output 
was censidcmblc. This has now doclinod aud tlio ruimbor supported is small. 

Salt is produced in the .Manipur State and in tbo Naga Hilb (but mosUy beyond 
the frontier). The number eugoged in tbo industry has dropped from 700 to 200, 

There are only a few other indttjitri« organixed in a small w'ay with factories. 

These will be noticed in the next imri^ipb. Over O.OOD 
SmlS«i*'oU and rteo mil la. sawyers wcrc cctiaused, but it is impossible to separate 

the mill workem from the ordinary Imnd sawyer parties 
included in the cemus figures. Ihc same applies to oil pressing and rice husking, 
but in any case very few of the total workers in the last two categories are factory 
employees, as the concerns arc few and small. 

169. The ordinary census returns of occupation were supplemented by an 
■ni*indu«ti‘ua »n 4 u«, industrial census taken on special forms filled in by 

maruigcrs of concerns with parUoutais of tbeir (Upo* 

ducts and power employed, if any. A factory was defined as «n establish ment 
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-;^th.raturu.to,,.w. '.M.hw,aM otU,™o b„ „f v«y mi»or rate«rf 

' become iinportant and the number are 
greatJy siv-oilen. lluoli difficulty 
found iu filling up the schedules although 
District Officers vreve able to help toaiw- 
gera by deputation of special men. aud 
vro may consider the return as correct 
only in certain porUous, As to num¬ 
bers of employees, distinction bet^reen 
children and adults and f>etween sHUed 
and unskilled, there are necessarilv djs 

the diHercnt lipads, Delmled etatistioB are fulling under 

Subsiffiary Tables IX to to ?h"te^ XXIirand in 

main tables sepamte^^from tho^'^wh^^ in the 

(171 of which fire tcft^fdons. Oil enHn J^ro evirion 1 5“ fnctorios. 

anty: ihey no.v pV© motive power'" to Dl factori(*s in popul- 

ti'icd ns chief power hr only one tea Pn«li„ trinity is gouernte:! and 

Dhanga. where in addition to the usLu tfa boies 'T ^»^inills at 

of the province, three-ply wood is manufACt^wl 

electricity uswl for iwwer in .Issam. altboib a li ^ .sappliod 

about to supply power as well as light. ^ company at Sbinoug is 

priTatoly own«l by Indhn7 appeara^o hereonc^'toblisbinafit^ ilirccted or 
confer.,*, .uch mustard od Zis umpbriu. lo'’™“)' “ ■■“'»‘‘“f W s»<»!l 

aud ^'vivalk or pits often without nrn4r ibirte Mr, r IT n/r -'pifdons 

mco^of OTmew and manager? and olher emnWos S I tmperml Jdile XXII show 
the c^al mines and oil wells “r« stni'Z^fS 

^ntl LufopCr^ns* ClencaJ work ami dirnitftnT^ ccnDn^tLl^^ 

ia almtist always done by Indinns. When the ri'>id men’llpositions 
to doubt of the success of Indiana in fti^ Wr*i selected there is nj> rca^jon 

Imvo been sent frem emoe chairs, env iVtuaM.,”?posibens, but ivlion men 
u. some cases far from comforting to tbc oivS™ i®rh°oUere!° 

Skilled workmen are aenomllif Tn^ian., - » ■ 

there are few processes in Assam roquirln^ a yv^ hL^^j jjarden, but 

workers. Where much mechanical knowledlu^r S 
forcigimi^ snob as Panjabi litters aud C!iinesc^r„onttf .r« 

on tea galena are Eometimes of the Sub-lAsist^i^t Wn™ ^ <^^»nploTol. Ductom 
have not been trained or posited examinations tin tn th T they 

ct a group of gardens is ^ueroll^^fr sZ^j 

A few undertakings of interest do rZ f i-«ropean doctor, 

employed less than it) persona: inL^ces nro^^fmindustrial tables as tlw 
towns, some printing presses in 3 or J towns auJ sevoml of 

Badarpur oil fidd ianiso omitted as tho mnnagor re^^^ Sibsagfir. The 

prospecting: but m fact. tJie waJlsaro now f business was only oil- 

f ‘m »» o™ r,;LL ™"® %“>!«»» BhUon, of 

«naU Lmc-kdas ivhicl. arc such a fcatm^tb. ri^r h. u ■"mcrons 

employ as many as ten men. ® *“ “far Chhatnk in Sylhet 
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Uiuler the bead minea, we bavo tho Ltikliimpnr coiil mines eiul cpU weUs working 
mncli aabofore^ and a new colliery being worked at Borjan in the Naga Hills iran^' 
Dikht] eottntry t the small copper mine working in Manipur at last census has been 
closerl j and a corundum mine, now employing 101 hands, has been opened in tlio 
Kha^i Hills. 

The textile works include a aiial factory in Sylliet, two rhea factories in Kammp 
^1 a few small iute presses in Goalpara. One tea garden weaves ootton cloth for 
its workers, but tlicre is no cotton, milt ia the provinci^ 

Under special prwlucts other than ton, there arc four sugar factories and one 
indigo plantation, but the amount of sugar tamed out is not great and the indigo is 
a very small enneem at present. 

jirehil mdustrics iooinde only workshops for repairs anti renewals of mil way, 
steamer and motor car material and for gencml purposes. 

For the rest, no have a few small mustard oil and rice mills, generally owtiod by 
Manrari merchants, 12 power and 19 hand sawmills (usually making only tea ^xes 
and scantlings) 3 carpentry works^ one or two hnck and limo-kilniind *some small 
printing presses—not an impcsiiig list of orgaJiized induBtrics, One aewly-stiirtcd 
small sawmill in Sylhct makes boats as well as tea etc. 

Tho numbers of employees shown by the industrial census do not agree with those 
shown nndcr the several beads in the ordinary census, as the former was taken 
generally from the factory books anrl on different days and includes some workers to 
whom the factory b only a subsidiary occui^tiou. 

170. The inset statement summarises for the province tho results of answois to 
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tbo cottage industry quest 
Ions, for whicli a special 
enumeration paper was 
issued in every block. The 
district details are given in 
Provincial Table V. ^■o 

cottage industry census was 
taken in Manipur. 


TJniortunatoly no comparison can be made witli tbo last census as no sucU 
sPitistics were collected then. To make the list fairly complete for the province we 
should atld gold and sUversmithy, rearing of he and of silk worms, liamboo, cano and 
grass*mat work, umbrella bandies, tin lamps and boxes, button making from shells, 
lacquered wooden toys, disMIhtion fd agtirtt, and some moribund indostnes such as 
clay idol making, ivory ranritig nud buffalo'bom working : but I be numbers suiiparted 
by those indu-^tries are soiall, except in the case of goldsmithy and basket ami mat¬ 
making. 


la ^oire districts tlie war hml little effect on any induetry. but where local cutton 
was avuilftble. io the Gam Hills and in Nowgong some impetus was given to 
spinning. In mxwt pimiis districts, whicb depend on importe<l thread and dves, 
cotloo weaving was uiUersely affectetl by the rise in tho price of yam. All cottage 
iiidii&U'ies in Goaljmm are considered to do improving, though slowly. In Kumrup 
ailk spinning ami weaving and silkwomi rcariug are improving owing to incroased 
demand. In Nowgcug weaving is attracti^ much attention. In other districts 
a decline b gtmerully recorded and even silk b said to be not tlmving in Sibsognr 
In the ^ag;r FHUs, imi>ort from .Mimipur of thread and cloths (made to Naga pattons) 
bcnu-iiig a decline in local Bpinning and wt^viug. From the Surma V^ley, where 
Bpinniog and weaving nro confined to a small part of the population, the pro'feseionai 
w'eavers, the reports record a decline, although noii-oo*oporatioa has given a smol] 
stimulufl. Brass work haa suffered, by tlie stoppage of mw material (biported sheets 
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ot brAst) dtiring the war. and inanj Morias in Assam imvB taken to caliivation 
liocal iron work, oTcn in the roagh implements orlinarily made, is being displace I by 
cheap imported goods 

The other industries in the list are stationary or improving but slightly. On the 
whole the cottage industries of the province can scarcely bo said to He flnorisliing. 
The need for guidance in improved methods, for breaking down apathy and eonsoc* ■ 
vatism and for extension of co-operative credit is imperative if progress is io be made. 

17li The enormous proportion of hand looms in the Brahmaputra Valley as 
woavifia. compared with other divisions will be noticed frmn the 

statement; there is here an average of nearly one loom to 
eveiy two occupied houses. Weaving is an. established custom of the liousewife, and 
cloth is nearly always made lor borne use. Only in the case of cotton oioth mode by 
some of the Bengal immigrants and silk by the Assamese is there any serious Sftlo. 
The cloth is woven in the spare time of the women and girls and often only eaaiigb 
surplus is mndo to pay the family's land ravenue. In the Xa^ Utils weaving (for 
home use) is eren more iiniTorsal than in tlie Assam Valley: in other hill districts it 
is less common. In the Upper Brahmaputra Valley districts, Miri and Alter cotton 
mgs are sold. Tho supply of Miri rugs in Sibsagar baa fallen off, but tbe Alters are 
making and selling more than before in Lakbimpur in order to pay the higher prices 
now ruling for tbe imported goods which they want. 

The nnmber recorded with prinoipal mc;ms of subsistence under the textile 
groups in tbe proTtnee is but 19,000. This nuinbcr, even if we add to it tbe 
29,000 oultivaters who returned weaving qa a subsidiary oecnpatiDn, hear; no rekUon 
to tho numbers who weave in tbe province, as tbe census of hundluoirui shows. 
The Brahmaputra Valley and the hill people usually do not weave for profit and tho 
Surma Volley weavers are taking to oaltivatbn. Most of the textile workers recorded 
arc in Manipur hut there is a fall in tho number of Manipuri woman weavers which, 
combined with on increase of cloth‘sellers in Manipur, seems to indicate that tho women 
in tbe State are taking to trade in imjiorted cloth rather than the making atid selling of 
their own cloth (for one who both ms^GS and sells would be tabulated os a maker). 

About ■i.OOO of the looms in the province are said to ho of t!ic fly-shuttle pattern. 

I doubt if the nnrobor is as great as this, Tlie InduBtries Department Ims eertainlj 
been demonstrating, and some middle class families as well as ordinary weavers, liave 
taken up the ily-shattJe type, but it is probable that the question was often misuuder- 
stotxl by the enumorators. The cost of making an ordinary country loom vnriee 
from Its. 4 to Gs 15 in ditfereat distriet'i, the average bciog about Its. 10. Those of 
better make will last a generation, or even a life-time, witli periodioal rcstic^rali of 
fragile parts hUCh as reeds and ropes. Cheaper kinds last only 1 or 5 years. 
Some of tlie elaborate looms used by the Sualkuehi weavers in Kamnip cost as much 
as Its. 30. Kagu looms cost nothing but a day's la1>our. 

Prod Is on cotton cloth making are usually low. Tho% on sUk arc higher, but 
for poor people who have no capital they are HOmetimes kept down by middlemen 
who advance thread or money to buy thread. For inst mce, a Sualkuchi sUk-weaver 
working on this system stated that bis proflt in 20 days was only Ks. 5. 1 give 

below calculations of proflt on a few typical cloths made In certain districts. 
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From th,o at^tement it be seen tliat cotton woa^ng paj^ little as csein'parctl 
trith silk. There is Tisaally a ready market for Assam silk and tliongh in the Jusana 
ValleF it is generally only for home ass that weaving is carried on, it is clear that it 
holds great possibilities of proht to those who wish fir it provided they rear omd spin, 
jor can afford to buy their own throad without advanoesi from middle me a. Regular 
weavers work fram S to 10 hours n day. 

Dye or dyed thrasMl is generally bought from the hmxn, when colour is wanted- 
Nowadava it « generally only the hillmou or cognate Iribes wlio make their own dyo- 
In RamVup a greon dye is made by the Kaoliaris, who do not j^nerally dolose it® 
secret. The iDkirs use Inc and hill creepers; Nagjvs, msidder (wild) and hill radigo 
(StfobHanthes fJacoidifoliar —cuitiTnted)i Lnsbais Hotli baxar dyes and home-prepare, 
bill indigo. The Bhow on the north of tha Khasi EUUs use turmurio for yellow, lac 
for red and iron ore for black dyoa. iu etich aa <!0 the bark of some trees being addea 
and the mixture boiled three times with the thread iliria in North Lakhimpur dye 
farica thread bv boiling with part of the core of the j/ick-rmit tree* The^ length or 
the processes required to make the hill dyes pcrjnanent nppenrs to bo mduemg a 
'tondenx^ to buy imported dyes even for local thread. 

The CMns who have immigiattnl from Burma to the Lnshw^ TIills (LunglebJ 
have brought with them the art of wcaidng mast beautiful and artistic cloths. 

One Garo has shown entorpriso by applying water-power by a whool to cotton 
ginning and tha Deputy ComuiUaioner notes that, though small as yet, the veuturo 
promises to be successful. 


172. Tho numbers of oil yftoHi^and BugaTCanc mills—both usually of the most 

primitive kiud—are a measure of the largo extent to winch 
othei- Amaii indnstrtM. ciUtivatof, Cither Assam 080 or e.F-Ciwlie, ostraots his 

own products. The numbers recorded at. the main oenstis for makers of and for 
vet^talile oil manufacturo arc but 3S and 1,931 respectively i it seams tliotcfore that 
th^e two olaFsCi havo (ppopcrlyl described thomsdves generally as cultivators 
tiiougli some innv be entered as sellers. Those industries are not declining, bciaiuso 
cultivation is extending and dcumml is high. 

There axe over ^,000 potters' workshops, and there shonld he a ready marlcct 
for ijottei'v, vet imported artiolos are in many parts replacing eartbenwnre, riie 
total nnmbop supportetl bv pnttorv h* decreased by 2.Q!)0 to about 13,^00 Goalpaiei, 
Darrang and the Garo IIills have’ iucreason nntj all the other districts in the proving 
share the decrease. Upcountrymen liave soitlcd as potters in several cantres in 
DihmgnrhsuhdivisioTi, and the demand for Sibsagar earthenware has Icssenod iu 
eonseqnoucc, 

Braa.-; 1ms suilercl, as explained above, more than bell metal, because tbo raw 
material oE the bttcr iudnstry c insists of old and broken vessels foumi iu India. 
In Sibsagar, however, the bell metnl industry is reported to ha'^'’® decliued. At Sartb^ 
bari in Kntnrup bell metal articles, though of no great variety, show consiJomblo aitislio 
merit. 


The number of carpenters* workshop -with two or more workmen is iianily 
1,800: over one-third of these are in Sylhet where boat building and repairing is an 
e.^utial iadustrv. Carpenters and lawyers have increased by over 1,000, the 
number supportcfl being now 31,500 in the provlnoo. Blackamithics arc 2,o00 but 
tha mimher supported by the iron industry has decreased by about 500 per.50a3. 'I'here 
is some increase ia tho number oE blacksmiths in the hills, but a decrease in both 
valieys. It seems that hero also there is room for intro.luctbn of improved methods 
nnd better supply of raw matefials. Tbe matarial at present h obtained cither 
from shops or from villagers in the form of scrap iron or old aud broken implements, 
-and in some cases in the iN'aga nill^ of hoes, eto., stolen from the plains I A little 
iron is still smelted locally at Nongspnng in tho Khasi Hills, 


For tailors and cobblers there is always work and under these heads thero is 
some increase. The number of tailors' shops is over 1,600 and _ there h an average 
of two sewing macbincs per shop: probably however some private machines have 
been iTrongly induded by the enumerators. 

The wages paid by master tailors vary from Ra. 1C to Rs. 35 a month usually for aa 
S-houT day, or from Bs. 1 to Rs. 15 a month if food and lodging is found. In Sylhet 
tbe hours are generally longer, blit there is a food interval. Outwork or iAiia work 
is not common : where it applies a man working either for himself or for a master 
tailor can make about 12 annas in an eight-hour day. 
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^ i„ eb* ba.d, of 

jIUBtion ^por asked toe modem creara-seporalin" ^obii^'trt I ' .i'‘J 
lar^c iiiim?>efs of the ordinaiy bamboo maehmeehaTe been meliled. * ^ 

Snsket and mat making, bamboo work thfitpfiini* • *i 

supnort over 15,000 people-^n incrcasa of about l^nn ^ ""“■I,?,*’. 
workej-.>i hoTe increased but iUe niiraber of 

It sffcms that a'omeu in Svlbet fthe chief fallen bj 4^000, 

industry or tiave preferred to' call themselves denenda^ up work in the mat 

alloir me lo nss^e iinto"wSck'^*2'*mado*^oa"M^*^ IT” enough to 

of tJiat anbdivision. In Aunendic JE I havn oivai. the cottage industries 

oaqu&H which muuUnato the pouhU of tlm*llMdrer„““^^‘'^ 

(J'm) Zo5oar, 


173, Tea-garden coolies form tiearlv SO per cent nf a1i tu i ^ ^ 
ow.„,. wages i„ As4m. ?l.e kbo» 

cussed fiTOn Ihestotistieal pranti^*ChaptM7ll'<)fth'^*’'°*rf*'*'' 

other l-iads of laW ia tto pmria,^ C J if '“?!>’? «« »« 

soasonfli immigrant are eonetaltv avaflAKtii * either loool {>copJcor 

those castcsAichn^ li^Z u^^^^ eieepfion is in the cX of 

cause some local difficidtiesfn fStnre foHn*L^n^J'^’'^ filing : this h likely to 
*0 .ply boats for hire, but to carry loads o? 

»i^Ttom\v. ^ lenaencjr jj^g not gone far enough to lie felt 

patriarehal, with the mana^.r What*"^ 

- to .be possibility or Z^^abSW of ^ 

‘ ®^®™'‘*‘^“®onndi2triai VlTtv^an! of garden workers 

TV^ E??* humanity of Um^reatrnent of tblT^r 

lea-garden labour is recruited fmm n^wt the coolies baa been made 

on ihe iftiJ, Xew coolies it is renoi-tEd u ier provinces where there is ni'cs’jure 

te. After working their .^ZuZ 

for uhkATreHiih Zlv ’ '"™‘o coiupleto 

uomau) is paid. a„d W biel, .L wwSeriud a man aad lerK 

as JO the recent slump the conditiou of fSlE ■ 5 by Wiirt-werk unless 

wages are loiv. but, tlie\milv oaniinirs with atherl" for euitoilmciiL lie 

b. cr conditjon thau they could expeSf* g^^Tn the coolie, a 

j^Rdiide free hyiismg and fiid, goodVutef suimlv Ll ^ Ooimtry. The extras 
a lmviinow ; in many ccses also. sappJv of Ji?e Yeiow ‘®“Te 

ho h bT" with IiaFf'or,.5,Ujmes 

hoTh before and atter dehVerv 1 certain -lEl.V * r 7 I>m,naiil womer 

cnltiTaiionisai,f, available/altbou-di on an a™mle'’f '»* evei, 'fmc land for 
m^aaweonurelly welc,m,.d.b..tg„i:.g u, h«pi.,u^^'^"iiVS.5™ 

In some cases traveUin.. (.i,Pofw»u »..•_ ’ dfuLked. 


* Junmn IdittKflir Ein,nUj Cmniuit<«. 
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The standapd of life of tho gat<len workers i^said to have improTed someirhat 
and then to have fallen ajain at tUe end. of the decode. On the Upper Broh^- 
pntra Valley gardens, IiowcFcr, the standord is considered even now to^ he slightly 
above the pre-wnr standard. '1 he Labour ConnnitteB found that wage increases had 
generally not been commensurate with the rise in tho cost of living. Mr. Wood, 
Sunermtendent of Doom-Uooma Tea Company and Honorary Magistrate, 
that though wages have risen by 50 per cent,, more money is now spent on drink and 
€0 the relative position of tho coolie remains the some although the rise in prices is 
partly discounted by issue of cheap rice as well as by the wage-increase. 

Local labour for tea gardens Las been discussed in paragraph 132 above. 

The coal mines, oil wells and sawmills of Upper Assam rconiit labour by the 

agency ns do tea gardens, hut other clnssos such as 
omi mines, eii walla and Makranifi and Nepalis OH Ihfi mines, and settled oj^-coqUcb 

in the oil field, arc also employed. There is no shortage 

of labour. 

The miiiingOT of the Assam Oil Company mentions by way of iliustration of tho 
'popularitv of work on the oil wells that whan be sonrt-s down for 40 men, 300 
want to come. A few Assamese local labourors are found in the oil indnstry. Tlisso 
nre men who wLnh to luarti skillol artiaans' work: neTertholoss, although cyerv 
indnocmeut is given to local men to learn a trade and earn higher pay, tho skilled 
workers employed are generally men who have been trained else where than at Uigboi 
oil wells. 


An unskilled coot-miner earns from 10 to 13 annas a day ; in some euses tho 
rise of wages in the decade amounts to 100 per cent., and the miner’s standard of Imng 
has risen. This is also reflected in the family budgets of the miners, which show moro 
spent on coth forts and Itntunes than do most other ^vorkers budgets. 

At Digboi, male oil*well workers earn Bs, 14 and women lls. 8 a month, jdtts 
overtime. '1 heir rise in wages has been only per cent, in the decade, 

Tho Lakhipur sawmills in Civchar get their'labourers from the same source as 
do the tea gardens, but the liudnrpur oil wells employ chiefly local meu. These 
<mou of Caebar) are found to he the best workcra. Their aveinge wages are Bs. 13 
a month to start nith and they gel. an increase of Be. 1 a month every year. Tho 
increase in rate of wages at tb^ oil wells has been from 25 to 50 per cent. 


The Cachar sawmills rate for unskilled bbour is 4 annas a day to start 
with, but this rises to 5| annas after a month. 

lu tea and the other induairies wiiieh obtain labour from outside, the aim is 
generally to recruit fumilies—for tho rnen are then more conteatotl, and women and 
chil dreti also work. 


Among outside or non-organi^od labour, earth ivorkcrs, potters, dotnestio 

servants, there has generally been a rise in daily wages 
otheir labijuf. ^ corresponding with the rise 

an prices, but tho standard of life of the workert has not improved. A general In- 
hourer ^ttiog w or f) aonas a day in K.'imrup in 1911, could get from 10 to 12 annas 
in 11)21 ; in Sylbet a domestic servant who was piiid Rs, 3 pins food in 1911 must be 
paid Ba. G with food in 1931, In the Khasi Hills a skillod carpenter’s wages have 
risen from He. 1 lo Rs. 3 per day, and a Lublio Works Department coolie’s wages 
from S annas to 13 annas {mirio) or from 4 or o anua^ to 8 or 10 annas (female). A 
Goal pani agrionltuml labourer can now get 8 annas against 0 annas in 1911. Tho 
piece-work rates for earth worker} have also risen in similar measure. On the whole, 
it seems that casual aud general labourers have sullered less from the rise m prices 
than have other food-buying classes. 

f 

thousands of combatants and non-combatants, 
had no appreciable cBcct on the supply of labour 
province except in the case of 11 le coal raincs, 
where recruit me ut of Makrads, Pathans and Gurklms was somew'bat affcfcted, 

174. Subsidiary Table VI compares the numbers of the two sexes under different 

occupations, while Subsidiary Table IX gives their distri- 
woman In mdustry. butiou occording to the Industrial Census, A^ut 

146,000 women, or nearly 30 per cent—against 29 per oont. in 1911—of the wholn 


Although Assam sent out many 

the war 

Th^vmr, 
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female'popnlntioik of tbe ptoTinop are recorded os working at somo occupation other 
t ha’ii the usual duties of a bouaewife. More than half of thc 5 ie are orLlinarr cultivators* 

♦.tf*, gencraJJy they help substantially in working the 
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family bnd, a small number only being returned as farm 

Bermote and field tabourers ; more tbau a rjoartcr of the 

total Are engaged in the tea industry j the rest ore distri* 

bnted over the handicraft^ trade, profesBicus, pasture, 

labour and isnproduetiTe industrleB, In the statement 
inset, the textile workers’ proportion o! women to men is 
very high hccaase of tl»e number of woman hnndloom wea- 
TOfS in ilcl.anipiir and boeauBe most male weaTons in iLo 
proTince have now returned tbcmselves as cultivators. 

The high percentile of female workers on tea gardens will be noficod at once* 
1 mctu^lyall women of working age on the gardens work. In fact thev have to do 
80, font IS the famiiy earnings and not only tlio man’s which iiuppart tlie tea cooiie’s 
family. It has been pointed out in Sfimo qtmrtors that this is the case in nthep 
indiistriK as weU as tea The statistics certainly support the contomion. but to a 
very limitcd extent, for they show that the iimporlions of women working at ordlnarv 
agricuUim-, in thcmincsandoij we 31 s,orat geneml labour and eanb work arc far 
below that of the tM gardens. In eoltagc indosTries the pmportioiis are somewhat 
mghcr, and here the women’s work is sometimes ontnplementarj' to tlui men’s e e 
in mat-making, where men strip cane and women weato the mats. ' * 

On the gardens ample cons,ider«tion is shown for tJic women. Thov wm-lr 
generally at plucking, pruning and light hoeing and forking. As a rule tbeV earn 
about threo-fonrthfi of a man’s wages but in the plucking season lliey often' get a ffood 
deal more than men. In addition to the pregnancy boaefiU nlreadv iiatod. there is (ffhm 
a system of bonm payments for ^ch child bom »nd living at six‘ months or a vear 
old On some gardens and at Digboioil wells mid wives are paid by t\m inanagemont 
Md medical help IS given if asked for, though this is mrely wanted in nmter^ty 

At the coai mines and oil wells women am 
At Borpin colliery, for instance, men object to 
mines, and the management do not encourage it 

Women are not rcpladng men in nay industry. Sometimes however the centlpr 

excels, as for instance in xveaving, tmnsplnoting tine, plucking tea nud ouri^^ 

In the unproducUve order there Is au excess of women over men, for this inclodos 
beggars, vagmuts. prostitutes and pwcttrcrs. i fear tlmt the fic-ures in th« «lr?i 

lDliill dirtrfctswoinsii™ko,mmar® freely tl»tt i„ the plnim. Cultivution 
we^iog ai>d load rat^msaro Ihe comeiDu eceupatioM. In the Khasi nnd jXS 

Hdls, womeii earn 13 nenaa a day carrying loads, 

Tradinn bjr noMi, is janemlly l«k«l dorm npon nnlea annrtionwl bv caste 
niJesnreiKteim. Fish wiling wnllDues to be an occupntion of bolh seies 'h.., iS 
prnotice ^ women hns boon ir.tonUcied in many pLiees bv the Nndivnl nnd Kabm J.. 
caste linders: in eonseifneiice there is n foil in the numbe; of women ,etn,n„r^ 
thB trade Man-irf and widowed M^pnri women sell cloth in the Sutmn'vaSeT 
In m.^ distrim elderly women cd the lower local castes awl of foreign ^ie S 
do pelg- bn^aenug in such nrtielc, os vegeUbles and mtaellaneoM S 
In the ktiasi Hills women tmdo in vnnous goods and also keen tea 
In Sndiya. baaar Nepalese women rniscellaneons goo*'- > i.— j *? places, 
ahoiia, where youth and beauty are said tonttraot customers. 


employal mostly in 
their women folk 


load carrying 
down’ the 


going 


Nepalpe women ^ nuscellaneous goods and tea in a few iiettv 
h and beauty are said tonttraot customers. ^ 

_ Generally there is a tendency abroad in the plains distrfcte to restrict women 
from working or trading outside the house. Comparison of some fnf tW ^ '^omen 

in the statement atoxo illastmtm this. B«t 
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Kcorily, in addjtio& to tlio toxtUeq, bj Llie numbcra employed in tea and ordtnarj 
oulttvatioa> where the restrictione b&T-e not applied seriously so far; hencet in spite 
of the fall in the general sex-ratio (Olmpter VI), the proportion of women to man 
working in all occupations taken together is almost stationary. The tables show a 
slight rise, but this is acooimted for by the entry of Naga Hills women cultiratoTs 
' th^ were wrongly classed as dependants tn iDlI, 

Fish selling Is lUe most piom incut instarioc of restrict ion, bnt in the Surma Valley 
it ts repotted aUo that women of tho Kamasudrft. Patui and ilali castes are not. 
allowed io work in the fields so freely as before, and a morement by Iho Mnnipuris 
to slop their women going to market was also started in Caebar. One or two Deputy 
Commissionerb of tea districts hare rcpoitcd a tcndoncy among gardan coolies also 
to stop their women wgrkijig when the njoa are earning enough by theinselves. 


Again, Aasumese widows sometimes weaTo for sale where married and imoinrried 
ones do not. It may he hoped that all tlies^ iiidicaiions point more to a feeling 
of shame among the men, that they should be thought imable to work sudtciontly 
hard to support their women folk, than to imy oilier reason such os tlic occupations 
tlicmselvcs heing cuiisidereLl degrading. 


17&. Children are employed in most industries whf’n they reach an age at which 

their work licgiiis to bo of any profit. Subsidiary Table 
h epen n g* fsboM'B the pn’tportiou of ahiltiren employed to adults. 
Though wages are smidl, work Is generally hcalihy and children are not sweated— 
taoept perbaps iii s(*me cases of domestic serriee—and in the present cdueaiitmal 
and economic state of tho province tho efi’cct on tho children appears to bo good. 
Many children do not care for school, even when schouls are provided, and their 
Intclilgoneo is iloveloped by light work at the mesi imprcssionalile ages. 


In c 0 It ivaling families hoys Iwgin to tend cattle fmm about 7 yc^ws old and 
learn to plough at 30 or 11. Girls help in weaving at home, (in lea gardens 
cliildrcn begin at about tlie ago of S nod are cmployetl on work such as insects 
gathering, weeding and light forking, or ia tho ton house, usually for 3 or 1 hours 
in the morning and Bomotimes for 2 or 3 in tho afternoon. 

At tho oil refineries cbiltlren work longer hours, from 7 to 12 o^clock in tho 
forenoon and 1 to fi in Uie afternoon, aoldcring tins. In the mines they work 
regularly fruni 11 yo-rs onwards, doing Uie staiidartl hours of the oltiei* people 
hut having a rest iatcrval ; they do mud*plasteTing and other light work and are lilso 
used ns messeogerp. Their wngos in all industries vary from oue-tliird to five-eighths 
of those cunicd by adults. In the Borjaa colUery there ore only 6 chTlilren. at work, 
so that there is evidently no forcing by the managemeiit. 


Boys in domestic service get from Rs, 2 to lU, S'a month with free food, where 
an adult may earn Rs, fi nr Ks. 8 with the eamo concession. 

176- In Tmperlal Table XXI tlio ocou^mtions returned by members of certain 
,a+„ castes are sot out for oomparisem witJi the tetel numbers 

Bn cm castes and llicir traditional oecupatiou^. 

T'ho pfOpnrtioQS retiivuiiig theii- troditiaual callings are usui^ally very low except 
ia the ease of cultivators. Thug wo fiml (hat of 0,710 working Nadivals (i-e., the 
romnant who did not adopt another casic name) only 2,22o returned fiBhing or 
fish trading as their chief meana of livelihood i nearly dl the rest were enterwl as 
cultivators, although l,d82 of these had fisliing as a subsidiary occupation. 

Of G1,00() working YogiE about 3,00U hoid weaving as principal and 3,100 
subsidiary occupalioo. The great majority of the rest come under cultiration- 

Tho Kewats are an exception ; about 80. per cout. of the i3,00tl workers 
are returned as fishermen. 


The satiio tendc:icy toalMmdon traditional eallmgs such os fishing, goldsmithy, 
potb-ry, lalmur and scavenging, which are looketi down tm by the higher casles or 
clasfits, coutinues everywhere!, and tiniong both Hindus and Mxilinmmadans, TIio 
Yogis have more often abandoned weaving because cultivation is found to bo 
more paying. Brahmans also have largely ahatidoned religious work as it is not 
lucrative. Some Brahmans from Dibragarli, for osomple, have gone to learn agricuilure 
and even tantiing. 

Prom North Sylhet the Census Officer notes that some Holwa Bases or Mahi^as 
arc giving up cultiTation for carpentry i this movement however is too small to 
appear in tho £tati3tic& In some cases in the Brahmaputra Valley those who take up 
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liandicmfte in place of cnUivation are rather looked down 00 by their caste fellows, 
e.g., in the case of Kalitas working as goldainiths or blacksmiths: needless to say, 
Uiis is not the case when men o£ cmtirating castes become clerks. 

On the tea gordrns and among the rest of the small industrial population of ihc 
province, there is genernUy some loosening of caste rules and enstoms for aceomnjoda- • 
lion to present conditions of life. Rules, however, do survive, and caste discipline is 
enforced on gardens or in factories by the panchayat and iardart ; where necessary, 
as for instance in intcp-caste disputes, the leDgious heads settle matters, aided or 
backed often hy the Manager. Outsiders, unless they are settled ejU'CCoHes, arc not 
called in for the panohayat, 

(t*wi) Economic condiiioH of the fcOT^le. 


177. In earlier cbaptois of this report the bearing of the economic state of the 
Family baagsts pcople on iropulatiou growth nod other matters has liecn 

mentioned. There is no doubt that a considemble propor¬ 
tion of the plains people is Uring holow the comfort line, although the causes 
may be diHercnt—climatio, tcmpemmeutal or economic—^in different parts of tlio 
proTince and sections of the pcople. Attempts wers made at the cenMUi to oolleot 
mformiitioi] hy mrans of domestic hud^te. About 400 such budgets were collected 
from different classes of workers in all districts, but unfortunately cxoniiimtion 
of Them has shown such greort variati^as that they are of little use for the 
formation of any estimate o! ibo extent of poverty and Ihc slanJarl of life. 
^ Appendix F, I have printed a few typical specimens which may give some 
idea of the income and expenses of several ilirferent kinds of family. Any attempt at 
averaging or caloulatiog prepfjrtions of income spent on different objects by different 
classes is out of the riue^ion: for such work, much more intensive enquiries over smaller 
areas would he necessary. 

Enquiring olHoers were asked to state the number of days worked in the year, an 
well as the numljcr of workers, hut this was not done in all cases. They were also 
asked to estimate the ]noportions of the population living greatly above and greatly 
below tlie average standard. 'ITie answers vary greatly, where they have been” 'riven 
at all, and it is scarcely worth while quoting them. * ° 

Certain points, Itowover, do emerge by a general scrutiny of all the budgets sent 
in aad from the accumpanyiog reports. For instance, a very large numl^r slvow 
loans on the incomo side, and this is often the cose even when old loans are still out¬ 
standing. Many of the hiulgrta arc made to balance only by loans, and manv do 
not balance nt all: this may of course he du.i in many coses to tlio fact that 
cultivators and other workers do not keep acomints aud sometimes cannot remember 
their income and cxficudltore for a week'-far less for a month or a vear. But it 
must also be duo in many cases to real poverty, and the lack of luxury'revealed on 
the expenditure side in many cases coniirms this. 

It will lie noticed that the coal miners hudget, Xo, 11, balances aud iiicludun 
aeverni comforts wliich can Iw bought with good pay,—^but the pav Is camcil bv 3 
workers in the family. 

The tea-garden coolie’s monthly budget. No. 5. also balances, with less of luxury 
than the coni miuer'a—but here also l>oth mnn ifhd woman work. ^ 

The ^ylhet clerk s budget, No. 15, is an instance of how an extrcmelv cconomicai 
small tniddlt?*cla-fi family cm live on its. 30 a month,—but there is little money for 
anything Imt bare necessities. The Nowgong mildlo-class familv, No. 1(1 on llio 
other band, does not balance its budget, on lls. G3 a month pay, 1)ut la-re there is no 
stinting of comfort, and the number of momimrs is double of the Svlhet family’s. 

Annthor point shown in the budgets is the small cost of salt.' From tl»e obi*?c£- 
ions whieb are raised to the salt tax it might lje supposed that salt was a cosllv item 
Noverthless in very few budgets does the total exponditure on arrit exceed 1 anna a 
month per bead, and in many cases it is in the region of 9 annas a year per head 

In the hills, families are generally self-contamcd and on the aTenn»e live far 
more in comfort, with fewer outside needs, than do the peiplo of the plains In 
no hill district is there any considoTttbie proportion usoolly below the oovPftv Una 
On the other hand, if crops faU, hill villages may live in want fiTa 3 S 

have to supplement thdr scanty stock of rice by eating jongla roots, as has been tho 

case recently ui some Lusbai villages. 
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Taxes cannot bo said to bo heavy* There is very little indirect taxation. The 
total amount of direct taxes* central, provincial and local boms by the people o£ 
TnKution. Assam (excluding Manipur) last year was about Ea. 124 

lakhs, as ^wn in the provincial budget statenionl ; this 
works out at an average annual taxation total of about R& 7-12 per household, oi one 
{upce ten annas per head of the population* I have net included the latest duties on- 
imported cloth and yam in this estimate r if this be done the household figurQ may go 
to Es. 10 or more and the individual average to over Es. 2 per annum. 

Tho average inmme of the people cannot be estimated with any exactitudo in 
Avera«a income, tonns of moncy in an agrioultural connuy. By a rough 

calculation from the outturns of cnips grown and the other 
productions of the province in 1B21.22, with the prices prevailing at the principal marts, 
it might ho estimated at the equivalent of about Es, 56 per head per annum, but in any 
case the eultimtors who form the great bulk of the population are less dependent on 
money rates than on tho amount of outturn of noa and other crops for their food 
supply. In Appendix G I have shown the calculation. Where Z have made estimates 
(«.£*, in cases other than those of principal crops whose outturn is estimated by the 
llirecbor of Agriculture), I have put them at an extremely low figure for s^ety ; 
but perhaps few will deny that the values of cloth, silk, fish and other secondary 
products of the province are always a good deal greater than J-he sums I Jmve noted. 
It must never be foigottcn, however, that the cultiTators have actually no such 
mon^!/ inoome as shown : their megme is mainly produce. 
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SUfiSlDT^Y TABLE 1. 
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SUBSIDIABT TABLE I. 


Genwl dittriiuthn by —coudadaA 


Cbu, fnb-clw MJtd diet. 

^luaberfcr lO.noO of total 
popalatioiii 

Parnstn^ itt *sm1i cIam, 
sab-cb44 orbd ordar of 

Fmooii 

iii|ifaita4* 

J 

Adtuil 

workm- 

jLftiul 

wort[i«A. 

Prpendintff. 

1 

3 

3 

4 

i 

* 

a ».* 

336 

l&S 

47 

53 

£4. Bank*, ilatablulinicntB cf oredits exobanga 





aad InAaran^ 

pea 

fi 

2 

41 

59 

BTi>kenigc^ Cociiiiiiftflio&9 jiiiil expori 

.■■ 

1 


£9 

A JH 

71 

gfl. Trade in TwtiU ... 

»»e 

25 

16 

00 

40 

37* Tf^do in fldnf, l^th^re, fura 

... 

g 

4 

45 

65 

*8. Trade in vftKKi .» 

1 ¥ ¥ 

S 

4 

S3 

47 

£9, Trade tn Melanie... 

404 

3 

2 

50 

SO 

80. Trade in potti-ry^ briatsei tilefl 


1 

1 

35 

66 

91. Trade in Cheroioal prodtwta ... 

■i + R 

2 

1 

40 

54 

3£. Hotels Cafeei lastaoranU 

aae 

2 

1 

52 

48 

83. Other trade in £eod.4titSs ... 

■-■ ■ 

230 

101 

45 

65 

8-t. Tfsilo in tlotbing and teilet artieloa 

pa« 

I 

1 

48 ' 

J* 4 

62 

35* Trmlo in fufUit™ +** 

-- + 

s 

3 

41 

50 

86. Tr^dc inbaildiog- matetialB ... 

.a a 

1 

a*» 

51 

49 

37, Trade in meana cf tnuuport ... 

*- ¥ 

3 i 

% 

53 

450 

38. Ttude in fuel ... .... . 

aa + 

% 

1 

43 1 

ST 

30. Trade in articlea of loxitrics and thoao per- 





tiinins te letters and Uie Aita and tbe 






... 

10 

5 

4S 

6£ 

4Da Tradfi oE oih^f 

* 

..a 

23 

11 

61 

49 

C.-PUBLIC ABMUHSTEATION 

AND 

163 

54 

39 

^ 

61 

LIBERAL AEXS. 






VI.—PuBun Fokcb 

f .» 

U 

11 

1 

49 

41* Aruiy *** 

• ha 

1 

1 

00 

31 

4S* Navy *a. li- 

..a 

410 

aaa 

... 

loo 

44. Police) 0*^ 


21 

10 

so 

60 

VU—(45) Ptmao AuMiJrtsuATtos 

a-- 

20 

7 

36 

C3 

VIlI+“Pfiom&ioJf® AND Liberxl Arts 

wal 

123 

40 

ST 

C3 

40. Bcligicm 

*i* 

07 

£3 

34 

60 

4Ta LftW *.a 

M| 

3 

2 

: 27 

73 

43* Mediciiic 

■ ■A 

10 

6 

S3 

C2 

49a iDstructioU 


20 

0 

•44 

1 

50e Letter and eci^r^ 

a*a 

12 

0 

40 

61 

D.—JOSCELLAlTEOtrS 

■>#« 

209 

132 

63 

37 

1X*-'{5I) Paasdss (jbt temir 

IKCOMl 

6 

2 

33 

02 

X — (52) Domestic Sikvicb A«i 

a.* 

65 

40 

71 

£0 

XI.—(5S) IxairFf IOll?fTLT( D aSCHI B OoCTJ^ATtOS 

r 67 

31 

54 

46 

XU.—TJjrpnoDUcnvs ... 

..a 

1 82 

63 

66 

35 

5't. Inmate of JiwJOj ol®* 

*a* 

4 

4 

lOO 


55. Beffiiorj. Vagnmti, Pttiatitntoa _ 

... 

j 78 

49 

C3 

37 

5tia Oth^r imJasificd iioa*pwdiicttvo lacitiatri^ 

*9* 

i4>i 

44 

60 
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CEAV, XlI.“<>CCnPATlON, 


SUBSIDIABY TABLE IL 
BUtriiatiM ^ eeeujiaUom $» aaturat dititian. 


Oecujwiknt. 


^nmbcT poT osill-fli fotil pnapnl^ii^ 


AZZ 0CCU^ATI02fS ... 

A. —PEODtJCTION OP EAW JIATEEIALS 

!■ 

I.—£XPU>1XATI09 op AVniALS AITD TEOEXATIOi; 

IL—EiPWWATWK pp KiKfiAAU 

B. -PBBPAEATION AED SUPPLY OP MATEEIAL 

SUBSTANCES. 


IlL—IirovmY 
IVd—^T raysfoat 
V.—*TaADE 


p*f 


**«! 

'k-V'4. 


« 4 R 

*** 

a** 


C.-PUBIJC ADMINISTEATION AlH) LIBEEAL 
AETS. 


*4 A 

*** 
»■ 1 


VI.— P(jai,to Force 
yn.—^PUBUC AOMmsTRATtOK ... 

V III.—FxoFE 6S10!(B AIfI> f. ABT8 

B.-.inSCELLAKEOUS 

IX.— PeBSOXS LTfIXO FRODtPAUiT OH XBRIR mCORl 
X.—DouEnic SERFicR 
XL— IsaumClRKTLY pcocribeii oocutatioss 
XU.— Umpkoddctivr 





Bnfania* 

SuniiA 

UiJIi. 

patrm YaUBjr 

V.U.y. 

3 

3 

4 

1000 

2,000 

1,000 

908 . 

m 

879 

892 

8oa 

870 

BOO 

& 


2 

56 

78 

82 

: 18 1 

25 

46 

10 

0 1 


S8 

44 

1 

£4 

13 

21 

17 

t 

e 

5 

2 

2 

«i 

1# 

0 

17 

0 

23 

22 

Id 

8 

A A«. 

1 

«*« 

6 

5 

7 

5 

2 

8 

11 

2 

+ 
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suBsiDUiiT Table hi. 

DitiribuiUm i>f tb 4 agricutti^fatf indnstHil, aAtl pnftiSiomal popnltUitn in Kaiunl 

JJdemoHi aitd ftiitriets. 


OKfwcT im Cmiwv. 


AfllXCVLTVll^ 
[S«DK1 t(«> HlJ, 


litrtTET {Tsuniia 

ill. 


CaKvnn rntrcdiA fuv«wxr. 


* 

DivmXcrr aitp If&nuft Dmnoy> 

ll 

F 

ih 

ill 

■C-SS 

£24 

j 

aa Afrkiit- 
Hint ^mthUini Of 

I 

1 P 

.a^ 1 

Ih 1 

PimitkAH* on IsAiu* 

ItU at 

1 

e 

a 

1 1 

1 

il¬ 

ls 

^ 1 

1. 

fr 

P 

1 

1 


1 


s 

1 

• 

« 

■ 

r 

1 

i 

ASSAM 



339 

45 

ss 


36 

6 l 

a? 

imAHMATUniA VALLEY 

1 lil 1 

1444 -W 

3 jl 3 

SO 

So 

T?i»a? 

3 a 

62 


Gcutpuni m** 


e;g. 4 ii 7 

eol 

ar 

63 

14 ,H 8-1 

16 

B 7 

43 

Eanimp 

|li* 


8 S 7 

as' 

63 

20 , 2^14 

20 

64 

46 

l>iirmi^ 

i-l.l' 

433,005 

1>97 

64 

46 

e, 7 S 0 

14 

61 

SO 

N 0 WgO 93 £ 

Hi 

304,941 

017 

46 

61 

SMS 

16 

73 

Sf 

SiLi^ar 

»!'# 

TBTAsa 

0 ^ 

eo 

40 

0,023 

IS 

6 ^ 

4 S 

LakblinpiiT ««« 

... 

320,701 

890 

64 

36 

iy, 8 U 

m 

60 

31 

SidijH **- 

Ill 

Sl.&'lS 

m\ 

as 

62 

uoo 

40 

06 

S 0 


...ll 

2 j 09 fi 

£40 

as 

33 

341 

60 

ea 

4 

SUE.MA VALLEY 

■A* 



35 

6 S 

, TSS^a 

=s 

66 

SO 

CicbAT PUlno 


452,520 

004 

u 

m i 

10,030 

ai 

60 

41 

Sjlh/ct 

fc¥4 

8 ,l 7 &.ft »10 

BAS 

as 

67 1 

OB, ISO 

20 

la 

62 

DILLS ih+ >■* 

III 

mm 

< 7 ^ 


44 

tAiSS 

4 ? 

1 

70 

sa 

Garc» HUl* 

... 

17 a.ft 7 fl 

000 

67 

4 ^ 

»>» 

6 

61 

10 

N«rt 1 i OncbJiF Dtlli 

... 


095 

66 

42 

233 

0 

63 

48 

and Jaiufcli HilU 

■+■ 

ItWTOl 

8^5 

£S 

4 S 

0,107 

m 

, 

41 

Uilli 

Itv 

lj 64 A 7 i 

900 

61 

M 

1 1,719 

ll 

78 

2 ^ 

LaiJui Hiliji m 



0^14 

67 

43 

107 

4 

64 

40 

Nlajilpar 

*** 

aii,ii£« 

SI 

u 

43 

61 

30,303 

loa 

34 

1 16 

1 


fW9Ttii&3ffL 


JF 

? 

I 

I 

Is 




r 

la 

rl 

111 


0 TllDip 


rifT«l*tMSI tm 
ctHuur^^ii 
pypilMiUm «f 

1 

it 

D ^ 1 

If 

paventuB 4 id 
pfBlf«IplHl! 
paiFAkilin «! i 

% ! 

1 

’|J 

oS 

e-. 

1^- 1 

iu\ 

|M 

lii 

F^nptptefta 401 

4^1}^ 

ilpiiil popuMi- 
Udfli 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

I* 1 

1 

1 

m 

1 

m 

t 

■B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

u 

IS 

u 


14 

IT 

1* ! 

la 

t* 

ti 

fio 

60 

9#,i*s 

i2 

37 

03 

310.53a 

3> 1 

00 

40 

£6 

44 

3S,i6d 

10 


01 


39 

6s' 

35 

68 

4 ^ 

£,132 

1 

7 

la 

67 


as 

63 

38 

4il 

61 

1 s, 3 j?£ 

SO 

81 

60 

48,341 

67 

£0 

41 

06 

37 

t ,ir,H 

6 

46 

66 

23,030 


n ' 

2h 

a 

37 

1 1 

0 

38 

62 

iLata 

n 

78 

Sf 

Cl 



8 

41 

60 

10,0 :t 

S4 

eo 

aj 

68 

4S 1 

iU:0£ 

7 

6S 

M 

, 10.S4I 

M 

06 

! 86 

73 

Sfi 

A^l 

ll 

47 

m 


71 

00 

40 

100 

p ■ 

0 

S 

60 

44 

i.aas 

1 167 

76 

24 

43 

£3 

Si,:oi 

1? 

1 ^ 

00 

410 

4* 

13 

47 

IB 

43 

£.433 

11 

49 

1 67 

UMB 

81 

&} 

40 

40 

, 60 

47,M73 

10 

33 

07 

lU0,66t 

43 

£3 


64 


j 9,039 

9 

1 ^ 

51 

^Kt/f ■ 


01 

39 

'i 8,1 1 

j 36 

347 

S 

SS 

SB 

a^oo 

14 

TO 

30 

' 41 

80 

no 

4 

72 

SO 

656 

SI 

€jt 

i ^ 

63 

■<- 

3/,a4 

It 

to 

10 

1S.S(BI 

05 

00 

84 

' 78 

30 

4S1 

8- 

1 01 

Oil 

'i.m 

le 

oa 


68 

47 

673 

4 

97 

03 

liS^O 

34 

43 

67 

69 


! £*639 

16 

4 ^ 

64 

10410 

to 

Sd 

44 


10 


AS^ABt li* ill 

BRAllMAPUTfiA VAL¬ 
LEY, 

Cloalpsn IHI 4 

i^AtQrap^i. 

IhinrtD};.., 

KaW]gOB£ iM 

tfib^Apr 

LilcEiivnpur ¥** 

FadivTi 

BiUpAn tm-f 

StfRMA YAXLEY 

OA<?bar PJjiini 

*rw 

HILLS M. 

Gapo BiTh ^14 

Noiib 0«laihf^Uliii^4 

Elwit ftud JojDiU JiMU 
Nmua mu* 

LhAu Uilli 

ATunipof 


34T.SOS 


u,m 

12.366 

£D^>«3 

WM7 

S.f^l 

B 

ilSt,6$ci 

16,3S5 

tpSIOS 

R671 

l,3£«i 

Ltifi 

lesii 


41 

3» 


£41 

£6 

as 

as 

a 

sa 

33 

E^7 

IS 

n 

71 

60 

f 

13 

41 
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CEAf* Sn4-H)CC1f?AlZ0!r. 


SUBSIDI&BT TABLE ZV. 


OcnpatioM toD^in^i loilh ogrienUnTt {fehefs agtieuUmri it tmbtidiarg 


OcDupaJtitva. 


K'umbor per milte who wAt f&itkllj ngrkaliizriAtv 


FroTincse* 

BmlifaM* 
p^tca TiJ]ej. 

Snrmm 

Volny. 

Hmj. 


1 

a 

3 

i 

5 

ALL OCCUPATIONS 

f *4 

29 

2B 

45 

13 

A,—PBOBUCTION OF BAW HATEBIALS 

22 

sa 

27 

12 

I-—ExpIXUTAItOll OP ASillLLLB iSV TBOirAtlOIr 

2i 

28 

15 

0 

J, PantHrt and AgriemUmrt 

•1 -1 >1 

SO 

22 

22 

' 9 

G^rowijri oE apecul pnxlizut» aod curket gaideii^ 

ia|f. 

^Ao}Tm ... ^ 

Ti Fniit. iowvrj^hvtel, gronrdtfl 

94 

id 

2»r 

86 

86 

Idff 

97 

99 , 

\ iso ' 

307 

307 

Raising rf.fiwrm ntoaka 

a** 

S8 

84 

60 

10 

li. CAttta find bn Silo b»vdm 

«4-. 

» 

90 

nt 

69 

S. Fitiimg a»d itimiins 

Pip 

m 

7J 

am 

64 

17- Fisliins 

ipip ' 

9D3 

71 

806 

64 

H-—EitLOiTiTio.y OP iriifn^Ls 

*m* 

18 

’ 16 

47 

20 

B—PBBPABATlOir AND SUPPLY 
MATERIAL SUBSTANCES. 

OF 

B2 

* 42 

162 

26 

111.—lyotismT * 

aai 

7* 

50 

150 

20 

TtaiiUt ... 

9. Wood ... ' 

9. JUoin/f ... ... 

23. imduttrioi ofiit drott and tka loiirt 

p-pp 

ss 

73 

m 

157 

99 ; 

33 

8t 

d» 

1 iss 

141 

319 

384 

9 

4« 

30» 

5S 

IV.—TnAxaropi 

■ 1 a 

59 

30 

130 ! 

42 

Y.-TttAOa 

>■■ « a 

101 

44 

177 

41 

SS. TrJjo •» tfaiilt 

3S. i'm vrood ... 

Othtr trado m food ttoffi 

-Pk 

*** 

49 

ss 

m 

2S 

m 

47 

ltd 

93 

300 

w 

to 

IJ3 

39 

C.-PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND 
LIBERAL ARTS. 

157 

99 

241 

99 

VI.—Ptwuc Foaci ... 

#«« 

74* 

31 

24 

01 

VlL — PoBUC ADuiy»TRATioy 


ISl 

7S 

100 

118 

VIII.—P>OVE8SIO.YB OBD Listtai. Abts 


186 

127 

246 

140 

D—MISCELLANEOUS 


29 

17 

47 

33 

lx. — PasBOys tirnia on toeir lacosia 


las 

05 ' 

344 

80 

X.— Dmizsnc Sbrvioi 


81 

u 

57 

83 

XL— l!(iuprioia.NTLT DVaoBtaBo oon/fAToixg 


50 

32 

125 ' 

37 

XI 1.—Uyraoi>i:oTiT* ... 


8 i 

“l 

11 

I 
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aUBSIDlAEY TABLE V. 


Oteupati0tu eomhintd with agritnliurt («Jrr« afrimthrt i* fie friaeipul vteifpaiiM], 



Cahim^n 

Fub) aRnBl# tM ioM Ui 



l«,»«bi> 

kifawit. 


Noi pvr 

tc.eoe 
fAlknr Li* 

SabiUlKlT 

No. VI* 

' )e.o»wbEi 
rdui^ 11. 

1 

t 

a 

\ . 

1 

« 

"TOt'&l t** 

2,892 

niTotSLl «ii 

li2SO 

nTofsi.i *-¥ 

797 

Bfl^pATOTH *>•* 

tw 



Benl-twiTm 

li 

Ag)ikaltai«] IaIhum 

Sd 


2U 

Eent-pijeri 

163 

O^TnraWfit BfimuKi df 
aU Iriadi* 

106 

G«Dftnl lubcmtm 

m 

^ Geoenl kbetim 

141 

u>d £Tiia 

MI 

(lorornmftikb uramti of 
■11 kind*. 

15 

' ll 

1 

TiUi^ iraldunea 

1 

1 

8 

OibfT IndftA of aU kuda 

4S3 

Moiuj leaden and 
gniie d^eri. 

M 

Ciitle hneden tkod leilk- 
1 men- 

i 

Oihm #+♦ 


Giber Inderf of ill 
kiudi. 

an 

Eiihemwb isd boetmea 

48 



Fuitrndea itid boelmto 

127 

of ill kipd^ #» 

24 



Ckttle iFfeeden tad itiiUt- 

UMBt 

15 

WeeTRi 

40 



Yillii^ wetobmfla , 


Otbere ¥■•« *** \ 

345 



Woewi 

119 





Cerpea^rt »» 

Ift 





Potteni *** •*» 

13 





Bkeknmibi t-i- 

^ e 





Otben p.* 

374 
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CHAt, in.“OccirpATiox. 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE VL 

OMiywLVij 6f/4maU9 fy ni-ehun and aetaeted ordan and frcupa. 


Grodp 


Docupttioiu 


Total 

A,—PRODUCTION 0? RAW MATERIALS ... 

L—Ex?]XHTAlIO!r of AJtUtAia AIJO VaoBTlTTOtt ... 
and nfrienKura ,,. 

(а) OrdlnaTj CultiTation ... 

larante fiom tiant q£ ogricoltaral land ... 

OrilinBiy odltivAtcire 

iTnrmanrvnaU . ;;; 

Field kbodters ... ... 

(б) Growers o£ apeclsl prodiicta and market 

. 

Tfi«t coCEeej oioobon^ mbber and indigo plnntntimin 
7 Ifuit, dower, vegotaMe, betel, Tine, nreco-nut, ete., 
gnwnra. 

(o) Forestry 

^ oDd*onttGini flin~wood| enteebn, robber, nto., coQeetori 
end cluuconl bnraeri 


ITumber el eettm] werlcerf. 


KalM. 


PimmW. 


Nomlwr at 
fcnwlet per 
1,000 mu^ 


11 

12 

14 


Ifi 

Id 


(</) Kuising of farm stock 

C&ttld ud inifAlo bvtdden and kMptfra 
^bee{i| gohi and pig breodvra 
Idurdimeni aUepberdi goathcrdi, oto* 

(^) Eaisbg of small animals 

Birdjip etc,. 

Silkworms ,,, ' 

2+—/ffliJijr <111J Ilhniinff ^ 




17 I Fisbiog 

iS I Huuling 


ll-“-BxptoitAtioir or HIiyERAte 

Coni mince ... ... 

Fetmleiim walle 

4,—QnnrnVi ^ dnrJ roait ... 

6.—eie. 


i- §• ■• 

hm* 


■■ I« 


Id 

80 


f ■»> 

*** 


. sP , 

8j82S,13d 

2i8I8,740 

li , l94 , 4Se 

1.8I4076 

25,107 

1,727,781 

3,815 

51,931 

346,188 

835,036 

9,S02 


2,764 

1,728 

81,600 

7*418 

657 

28,580 

173 

130 

45 

i4jm 

24,128 

162 

6,300 

6fii31 

4,860 

1,070 

303 

6G 


1,145,771 

1,011,820 

1,010,860 

1,007,460 

686,604 

2,086 

650.369 

817 

26,331 

328,323 

315,833 

7,400 


247 

247 

2,939 

037 

104 

1,908 

453 

70 

383 

2,814 

2,767 

47 

1,540 

954 

4S7 

15 

84 


451 

455 

455 

376 

106 

376 

240 
607 

937 

910 

614 

90 

143 

93 

125 

158 

61 

2,618 

538 

8,907 

176 

115 

290 

241 

m 

210 

202 

SO 

Ifim 
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SUfiSmUBY TABLE VI. 

OeeHfgfuMU c//ett^et by attd ttltHtd itriUrt and yrcupit —DMitiamtd. 


Gremp 

No. 

OMajpation. 

XmnlKir id aetoal var|e»p 

Kombtfr of 

femiilet pjf 

l.OOamaksv 

Haloi. 

Ytmultn* 

1 1 

d 

3 

4 

& 


16 

1 7 
28 
2 & 
Si 
S5 
S'i 


B.—PREPARATION AND SUPPLY OF MATE> 
RIAL SUliSTANCES, 
m — IsDtfST *! 

#«* .i* ... ... 


AS 

4$ 


■ VP 


■ 4 # 

4*4 

p -i ■ 
«•«« 


65 

61 

65 

79 

80 


80 


117 


Cotton iptnniDg ... 

Cotton sizing nod wenrio^ ... 

Jute npiDniiig^ unssiiig and wonnng 
Rope, t wine nnd string 
Silk Bpinnora 

Silk weavers 

i-ia 

Leio>?j orep^ etobroiderict described tgicfeiJe indostn^ 

—Hidrtf lltxi 4tMd JtafJ ffm &nim^ 

8 f *p 

Sawyers 

Banket M&keOiB and other iaduetriee of woodf cdAterii^lBi 
iiicl«idij:i^ leases and thatch-er^ and hnildeia work ing 
with bamboo^ reeds or similar oiatcrialA. 

ID .—Ceramet ... 

Potters nnd enrtben pipe and bowl mabeie 

IL—'CJeMtceij prodMiftipnpertf » ealUd atd amali}- 
yout. 

Munntsotnre and tefining of vegetable oils 

'8 , — FoodtKduatrf ... ... 

Rise pounders and hukers and ilotu griodera 

li,—IadH*tri«a af dt^ti and totltt 

Otb^ iodnstrieB pertaiiiia» to dress, gtoves, eoebs, 
Mibin, belts, bnttoas, iiii£rellas, cane^ etc. 

Wasbiug, clsaning aod df^ng ... ... 

14 ,—/arsiVare indnatriat ... .,, 

l^t^Building indnatriaa ... 

BuDdera (other than bnildings made of bunbeO'Cr 
similar maieriale}, paiatersi decorators of hotires, tilen, 
plumbers, etc, 

7.^—Oihtr mteetlttMcaua and nndffined iifFaj^n'irt 
IV.—TaA.vzpoaT ' 

90.—Tan^ft by vatar 

2L—IVaajrpprt ^ road ... 

Porters and meseengem 
22,—2Va»vwrt by rail 


1&4>827 

98,629 

1 606 

55,742 

1 63,421 

1,120 

2jm 

4Q,19t 

21464 

77 

1,594 

70 

HI 

2 

49 

4 

4.748 
82.947 
S85 
484 
237 
289 
' 1,647 

61,662 
> 20,669 

5,500 
6,975 
118,500 
5,698 
261,760 

m 

24 

4i 

I6jd90 

4,m 

2S6 

3,680 

5,557 

681 

8,282 

183 

591 

<3i9 

7? 

18 

4,726 ' 

3J)S0 

m 

8,896 

8,768 

' 967 

Bid 

263 

336 

779 

209 

268 

2^15 

1 10^16 : 

4,672 

496 , 

9,646 

18,238 

13^ 

1 1,866 

m 

258 

311 

1,205 

2,552 

930 

364 

m 

84 

686 

2^33 

230 

99 

110 

62 

564 

7,SS4 

702 

m 

45,136 

S,771 

84 

10,248 

36 

4 

24,826 

3^ 

131 

4,723 

J,72S 

S65 

7,$08 


6t 
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cffAT. XU,—occro® ATiox. 


SITBSIDIART TABLE VI. 


Oeempaiiotu vf /malti hg amd teltelsd ard^rt and jrroBf*—eontiinifid. 


Gragp 

OccupiitiotL 

Kombef of sotasl worker*^ 

I^'iniiTwr isf 

frmilca up 
flulefr 

*\CL 


FchliIml 

1 

2 

.^4 

4 

0 


V.—■Tra.dr *** 

63,949 

3^37 

343 


li.—Sami*, of crtUt, ttehoms« and 

im 

34S 

217 


*mm 1** *** 

6,555 

6.194 

945 

1 ■ 

28- — Trade tm weed **w *-■ -■- 

1P14 


676 


iXi^Traite i» jiofftrjff Meit a*d liiei ... .« 

m 

164 

m 


51.—«ii cAemitat produrt4 ... i- ■ 

655 

BHi 

342 


iir—Otier irade in feed ... 

63^ 

19,312 

315 

]34 

seller* of fwectinealt. ti^r, $*r bdA moliitm 

809 

152 

190 

19& 

Cftz'doinami , Tc^tA^leVp tmit and ejroc9L*Qi]t 

4,60B 

4,612 

371 

136 

Gmin and pufce de&leiF **- 

7,058 

3;318 

738 

137 

Tobacco, opiaiDf sellers 

70t 

144 

200 

I3«i 

Dealer* in hbeciti geaU end pig» 


S8 


139 

Bmletn in haj^ ^rais jmd fodder 

4i 

11 

202 


34* — Trnde in dotMny and ieilet Bf/ieies.,* 

m4 


72 


So. —Trade in/nmiimre «i 


763 

396 

141 

Trade iti fttrnitnrej cnrppte, otniaitie aod bod ding 

370 

186 

491 

Hi 

Dikrdware^ owkiiig uUnsHs, procelw^, crockerji glafis- 

IM6 

597 

570 


wure, botlle^, articles for gardening, «tc« 

J!0* —Trade in Bniiding maiermlt. 

Trade in bdlding other thjtti brisks, tiles and 

195 

61 

167 


woody TiiAtortnle {atono^ plaster^ oemont^ sand^ thaicb, 
ote}» 

p 

37.— Tfadf 11 mea»i of traaifort 

1^87 

91 

66 

t 

38.— ia/aet, 

i (D«&IorE in firofrood, chnroodj cowdung^ etc.) ... 

669 

190 

344 


39.— r^^ie f0 artitUi of lasarjf -.if fivM fotiainia^ 

gjB(& 

m. 

m 

119 

to UUet* and lha nH* and ttiaatti. 

Dedcffi in oommon bftnglfs, bead udckltcM. nii.ll 

S,674 

951 

369 

niietesj toys« haaUng nad fi«Iun^ UckloE, flotrere^^ete. 

40. — Trada of Uhtr wrt* „, ... ... 

7,263 

, J.Stf2 

257 

1st 

Oonond store keopert .nd etiopkoeporfi otberwiie 

0,736 

l,13« 

1 166 

133 

nntpecilied. 

Itinerant tnders^ pedlars, ba’wkers, etc. ... *•• 

183 

719 

3,931 


C.—Fublio Administoktion and liberal arts ... 

40,375 

1,8&3 

36 


VlL- lOanxe 43} ..^penue AaMunaiaaTiQX 

6,340 

' 75 

14 






































SUBSIDIARY TABLES. 


m 


SUBSIDIARY TABLE VI. 

OetH^tioMi 6f tni-et4tsnfi and ielettDd tKtem mttd ^rt^M^'^coneludodi 


^i0»up 

OCQDpOtlOO^ 

[i Knmbfir of nctajJ worlrem 

■•A 

1 JfumlHT of 

N?>. 


PemtlcA. 

foiiki^ati prr 

1 

3 

3 

4 



VllL—Puomaiosa asb L 1 BBB 4 L Aftta 

U,7U 

i,sm 

63 


4G^— 

i?pso 

767 

43 


48 .—Mejicint 

4fi93 

3S0 

70 

in 

MidmTBSj TAccioaton, eoinjHiaikilati, nane% mwanrar 
ett 

1,041 

£26 

316 



6,sas 

, 675 

m 


D.—MISCELLANEOUS 

IX,—(Ojloer 51)— Bbkwkb LtaLva oi Tnns excomc. 

71,689 

33,139 

466 


(Frnpritibrs’Otber than of B^rienltural landj fund and 
scholanlup holders aiid,ficiuioiiafe}. 


105 

85 


X,— {Obubb 62)— Doubwic SBafitci ... 

S0,101 

7*79! 

26S 

m 

Cooksi watst'earriors, deorkeopeTSr natehmaa and ether 
tD*di»r eervants. 

XI.—(Oaium 63)—lif 8 T;mciHm.Y qko&ibid occn- 

rATUuta. 

S7,S01 , 

7,781 

236 


(General terms wliidb do not iiuUeate a definite oooupa- 
tbn). 

ai,703 

M93 

163 

187 

Labourers and Airorkmea othcrirtBo un^pecided 


1,961 

673 


XIL—UjEFiODtrcnira 

19,646 

22,650 

1*166 


65.— Btyfforti vafraitttf jtrotiiMtt 

16,476 

S2fil9 

ipS7 

189 

Beggars, vogmn te, wkohes, w iearls, elo. 

16,472* 

31,8*4 

1,636 

190 

Proenrers and proetitnUs 

4 

676 

1,08,750 
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CILLP, Xn,—OCCITPATIOK. 


SUBSIDIABY TABLE TH, 
Seletiid Oecttpaltestf ]9il, 1911 end 1901, 


Groop 

No- 


Fopulftim 

FopfolAticn 

Fopidstioa 


Fwenittn 

OoaispitiotL 

loipportAd 

in im- 

m]FpcN4rd 
in IFll. 

flapport^ 

Ln lOOL ' 

df rarifitioii 

in 

« -uraaicia 
m WU-lBfp],. 

1 


3 


G 


T 


1 .—Exploitation of Animals 

I 

:7,138,117 

8,173,391 

5,261,582 

+ 

15’5 


17'2 


k^iD VUGIUTIO!;. 





h^I^atlur^ &mi ^§rieuUMr^ 

7fi7$j000 

6m,68S 

6,IS4/^ 

+ 

16-4 

+ 

172 


(a) Ordinary cultivation 

6^083,272 

5,a23;380 

4,529,025 

+ 

14-3 

+ 

17-5 

1 

lacoina from Kist oE Bgrkn]- 

106,781 

137,100 

53,571 

. ^ 

SS -1 

: ^ 

IGD’S 


toral Und* 





% 

Ofdliimiy tipaton 

5j-7 39 

5,093,771 

4,880,771 

+ 

14*4 

' + 

10-8 

4 

Foftn AOTantfi 

1 140,798 

84,933 

+ 

65‘8 


92,170 

7*6 

& 

Flflld InljflutOT 






(S) Growers of special 

34^099 

; 702,703 

631*250, 

+ 

54'4 

+ 

11-3 


pTCrd'icts and market 
gardening. 








a 

cmob. 01 ^ mbber 

910,009 

675,300 

639,907 

1 + 

Bb'l 


7-£ 


atiil indigo. 





(c) roreslry 

4,888 

4,009 

3,4G5 

+ 

19'2 

+ 

lE-3 


(r 2 ) Beusing of farm stock 

44,408 

47,278 

20,339 

— 

6’9 

+ 1338 

11 

CatUe tail butEido breeden sjidl 

14,152 

18,819 

11,086* 


34-8 

+ 

ao-s 


keepers. 







(e) lUiBingof BmaU oni- 

773 

138 

09 

+ 

47-3 


3G-4 


laala. 







17 

— FiViifi^ and iuitiinff 

60,117 

m/06 

77,498 


40-3 

4 , 

300 

Ftstiing 

69,630 

' 100,103 

77,155 

— 

40-4 

+ 

20-7 


II. —ExPLOnAIiOX OF Mitb- 

ILALS. 

10,5S2 

6,523 

3,405 

+ 

61-3 


86-6 


3 * — Mints 

9JBS8 

B,12S 

2J39 

Hr 

927 

H" 

1329 

u 

4. —cf hard rcch 

469 

€80 

€sr 

— 

31-0 

+ 

19 


5 -—SaliMtie 

915 

1 791 

629 

— 

702 

4^ 

U'6 


m.—I nBUSTKT isa 

1HB74 

218,634 

200,284 

— 

10-1 

+ 

8-2 


0 .— Te^ile$ 

49j097 

B9,419 

66,275 1 

— 

J7*4 ' 

+ 

20 


Cotton guming; clcnaing nnd 
pnwing^ 

28 

40 

3,376 

— 

60*0 


08-6 

£6 

Cotton dpinning ,,, 

) 







27 

C<»t4oD Mmug And n^Ting 

1 45,493 

50,305 

53,630 


30*3 


B'£ 


Silk tpinaor 

■) 







aa 

Silt wearer 

y 900 

1,717 

ses 


47*6 

-h 

303-8 


7. —HiieSf JtitnSf and Aurd 
maUriats/r 0 m 

1/103 

1,432 

mi 


20 

+ 

59*7 


tinffdom* 

8 *— ff^oed 

1 36,110 

34j029 

2S,205 

+ 

G1 


2C7 


1 — MeiaU 

2 F- A.— PkirtlrM d-cf 1 

10^10 

Oni 1 _ 

/5,34s 

i2Sim 

— 

229 

+ 

102 


ar. (4 iflol muke I wAh to iitniak aiv 


« 





























RUBSISIAJIT TASLES, 




subsidiary TABLE VII. 

Aleeteit OccKfgttMt, leiJ, 1911 1801—oontbucd. 


Qrotj. 

JCo, 

■* 

r 

OwUfAlx^^ 

FofiUlKtitit] 

itippDrt«;| 

iulPSL 

L P^puIlLtiot 
stippfirM 

in 1011* 

1 PcTJHlInlici] 
! , TElFpOf^ 

ia 10U1« 

1 PfmQUirf 
of TBriiilk 
in mi-lBi 

9 1 Fflre^U^ 
n - of Torialioii 
IL Eii mi-1901 

1 

'a 

3 

1, 


1 ^ 

1 ^ 

7 

41 

Worktxs in bma;, wtiMr ind 
IwK metal. 

2,274 

1 

' 4,P51 

^ 4,297 

j — 54'1 

■ 1 + 17-S 


W.^Cefamiia 

J44fSt 

16^96 

19,690 

1 — JO'S 

+ 32-3 


11-— Pj4e»i"ertJ prodnett pt&peH 
«g cafiedt md aMaloffouM. ' 

i s^ss 


3,446 

— S7'l 

1 + ST'S 


1“. — Foixt iaduttiy 

j SOMJ 

19^i 

9305 

4- 5-4 

— I9-9 

65 

J 

1 Sieo [wimioift aini buster witl 
flour grinder*. 

14,261 

13,637 

1 17,721 

+ 4'ii 

— 23-0 


1 13,-- 0 / drftt anti tii 

f 33,669 

3600 

39M6 

— 7'5 

+ n-9 


1 14 .—fnrniiura 

' 7JS 


SO 

+ SIB'S 

- s-e 


induxifM 


5.95S 

, 70S 

— 40-0 

+ 970 


1^,— af uram pf 
itampprt. 

Wt 

640 

9,m 

+6?-3 

-OSS 

83 

17-^ — Pfcdutdon and trantmit^ 

3$ 

A 

m 

f 


-r3W 


1 *fOB of 

ifaiy 


j 





m&the rtf- 







IS* — Oiiet and 

vmdfjinrtt Indtiftrira. 

19,S7S 

21,139 

1908 

—S'S 

+ 1S7 


IV.— Tfi ANRFOB t,. * 

79,434 

76,600 

69.636 

+ 3 7 

+ 100 


iiCL — TranMpart 6y w&Ur 

is,m 

S3,Ml 

13,692 

—93-9 

+ 741 


£Ip— -TfanfpaH fy road ^ 

42, m 1 

340B 

29,698 

4^23 

+ 614 


frannport if roil ' 

J4J)37 

13,47? 

3004 

+ 61 

— 6a'/ 

1 

1 

V.^TiiUJK 

368,371 

344,356 

247,462 

+ 9 7 j 

— i-a 

ISI 

cfiaMuAmf^i of ' 
credit, and 

4^22 

5,40S 

S filS ' 

—96-3 

+ 119-5 


InnitraMftp 






l£a 

i^.^Brcirraffff eomminnan and 
export. 


413 

769 

+42‘9 

— 46'S 

123 

— Trade in 

31/m , 

1603 

1103 

+37‘7 

+ 2S‘S 

124 : 

27.^Tradt in niim, Icaiictj and 

/nre. 

7/)64 

809 

6,10S* 

—13-2 

+ 57-6 

126 

48^^ — Trade in voerf 

6^66 1 

300 

303* 

+ 79^4 

— 2-9 

126 

— TradoinmeiaU 


669 

m 

+272‘4 

+2432 

127 

8 fl — 7 rode in fctterjt ifieh 
and iileon 

m 

30S 

6,865 1 

—79-4 

“ 45-3 

128 : 

Um~Trade in eiemicai jrrodnelM 

1^13 ^ 

101 

1 

569 1 

+ Si; 1 

+-9929 

i 

Ci/5ff( reetanroniSi aicn *** 

irn^ 

1,991 

903 

— 7-9 

— 6'9 


A'j?.-Fi*niw Oi 1901 a*tked ^ Mtmik « 
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Xm—OOCmBATION 


SUBSlDlAJlYiTABLE VlL 
Siieeftd 1U2U 1»I1 »md l(»vl^«0D«lBd«iL 


Grcmp 

OocqpftUoiL 

FbpubitiGii 

m IB21- 

Pppuktiim 
!!iipp«t4d 
in i1lL|> 

Fppnktkia 
tupporled 
ia 1901. 

of vviuiioB 
in loBMm. 

PmT«at3gn 
of Tiu-ifttliiB 
in IBIMMIL 

A 

1 

8 

3 

A 


: 0 

m 

i 


33-^OMtfr irud* i» food ntufs 

1 i3$m 

mm 

165,110 

+ 12-4 

— 14 

131 

Fkb dealat^ 

77,089 

CU,234 

77,542 

+ 3ft'4 

— ZS'A 

133 

Skiers of isilk, bntto, 
poultry, eggs. 

15,004' 

11,048 

6,6i4» 

> 

+ 36 0 

+ rt70 


St—f> riofluy «*** 
ioilet ariicie*^ 

m 

IMI 

708 

—15^5 

+ 1345 


3k». — Trado 

CjS!)6 

sm 

7m 

+ ?8'2 

— J5‘9 


S3.'—>rrrt(f« fN bnildiag mstoriaio 

m 

2m 

2,606 

—75*9 

— IQ‘4 


37* Ttfiie im meamof iTwp^H 


s^os 

JJ662* 

— 9-5 

1 

+68-4 


3 '*!.—Trsdo in futl 


s.m 

2fiT6*\ 

, —31-9 

+ 26‘0 

■!P 

and iJic$0 purtmiminy 
Inter* oMa iM$ uri$ and 
idencei. 

‘7^29 

9,m 

2/129 

! 

1 

1 —17*0 

i 

1 

+2943 


40.— Trad* of other 90 tU ... 

mm 

ir^m 

32,413 ! 

! + 3*4 

— 45*9 


VI.—Public FaBCB 

17,852 

13,886 

19,576 

— 5*5 

— 3-5 


41,— dtmy 

SB2 

3,m \ 

0,448 

—79-1 

— 427 


44— /'tfiiw 1 

17,019 

j5m 

14,128 

+ 7*9 

+ 116 


Vlit” onDBft W: —Public i 

AcMixirrm^TiCB. 

15,906 

16,033 

17.676 

+ 58 

'■ —15-0 

1 

VIll,—pKCBKSlOSa lao LtBB- 

BAL ABTS. 

98,506 

92,915 

76,126 

+ 6*1 

+ 23*7 

I 

J 

40, — Behfficn .*, 

53A10 ' 

5Gm { 

46,890 

— 3*4 

+ 17*9 


47-#^ mm* j 

6fm 

5JJS 

3JGO 

+J7-8 

+ 62-0 

109 

fiftwycr^ '>f flU kuuli incloJlu^ 
ag^iiU BDd muHinriu 

3,7S9 

1 

S,5S0 

S,00'1 

+ 40*5 

+ iS’3 


— JI^ici»e ... 1 

iSfils 

10,381? 

8,956 

+^1 

1 + 


49. — InMtrnHiom 

m,iu 

12,3G7 

s,m 

+.50-5 

+ 51*7 

i ' 

5lL^— X^Uer* and aH* dwef 

IX.—{OfctUW 5 1)—PBBSiJ5flS 

9,^4 

9,9SS 

7m 

+ 5-f 1 

+ 16‘4 


uxi^it 0]f THETR lltOOBB 

X—(cttDEE S€J—DoMBariu 

3,633 

3,206 

2,649 

+10'4 

+ 210 


BLR Vic V 

XI.—(OliUEU 5S)—IjfBtrpw- 

69,171 

38,539 

51,050 

+ 35 4 

-34-6 


mfnTLT DBSCRtUEP COOCrATIOBS 

45,693 

97,701 

97,175 j 

-63 2 

+ 0*5i 


XIIU MfRCPU crriVE ., ^ 

&‘L— Jaihf'Asjhm 

66,432 

70,833 

80,633 

- 77 

—121 


and Aim* ^an, 

50.—.S^drit Fagrai*ltt 


sm 

w 

+4S.^ 

+ 27'7 


(ut&i «,. 

69,191 

68fiS7 

7S^a60« 

-95 

j —13i) 










































tables. 
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SUBSIOIA&Y TATILB' Vlir. 


(J) p^rtaui nmj^ogiI m tit imi Msreh 1d21 m D^tlmtmU 


pcnetsi eoiplofnl 

EmopeitM 

unH 

\AliLglo-lAdiiiu. 



i 

2 


4 

TOTAL ppSOXS EMPLOYED 
iHreHiy _ 

lOfflCPBTfi ,1, ,,, fp. ■##» 

SuhonlmiLtes druving more ihva B*. JS |Mar mctk«eui ,.. 

IP to 7b .** 1 

f, SO ,, 

indirfctiy fnaptnyeti 

Opotn^ctoi^ ■■* »«* 4iiv 

Continictofv^ regolnr mploj6« ,, ,«i « 

OoolliC^ **m *VV 0*4 «#w 

187 

m 

S8 1 

7a 

19 

m 

, *a.T 

■ # A 

« « fr 

#411" 

15,lU 
iQ,nc 

4 

187 

8,6!)4 

. 8,181 

. 4jm 

m 

407 

3,&8i 



{9} Nambtf of ftmai tmfiofii i» the Pott Offioe ooi Tehprspk Bepsttment iSfi Iftirfl' lOSL 



Poit Ofiw. 

Telegraph PcpaiiiDatit. 


CUm of peraoiu emplojod. 

Earo^ai 

lodisaa. 

£iimpt«n7 


lestaric*. 


and Anglo^ 

osad Anglo- 

Imlkni. 



Indius^ 


IndiJUu^ 



j 

2 1 

8 

4 

5 

0 

TOTAL PERSONS EMPLOYED 

7 

8,87e 

2e 

425 ' 


(IJj &md ZdrfifopM 

SitpOPVU^g odloc^ni (inotudiui^ PrubiL- 






tiooftry SopertnteTKTOQt? w11 pylori 
of jiofit uHioei mul AEidiBtant fuiil 
Depvy 9ii|i«ritit«ndetitd of Tial&gr&pbii 
and all officers of higher rank tliiui 






tiieiel 

Pottmaatjrsp irclolitLi; Ddputjj AFaistant 

4 

11 

10 

1 


Sob and Bmtch Fi^mibTtan 

Si^tknlliug egtnbli^hnjOLit ibolodiik^ 

1 

iea 

... 

WWW 


varraiu officore^ Dirti-oammiffsiouod 






oilicerflg .military tdegra|jfaiatH aiid 
other emlpby^s 

•i 4 V 


10 

155* 

4 Of thciia 

MiEcellcmoaLia age n bp Sehuol muaterSi 
Suitioii mDfcfifers, etc- 


, soe 


l.lp. 

tocombuiH 

ciidei. 

Clerks of all kiiide .. i 

i 

£45 

■ ■« 

18 

Fogtm^ 


C78 

«f » 



Skilled iabonr e^itibluluoutit itiduditi^ 




”* 1 

t 

foruenettp uiatrutntiii^mak^^ri, eoriteii- 
terap bliMikemitb^p medumicSi tab- 
inefOctor?! lioOQiea and liDa-ridors and 
otbor vmploy^ i>*+ 


3 


1 

131 

! 

Unskilled labour i^blidimeail mduding 






tina cuoUe«p cable guiirda» lAtterymeOj 
kle^taph llll^s9eagot« and other em¬ 
ploye a 

B(»do 9 iablUbiiieut consietiitg of over- 


153 

■kvi 

138 


leersi runuerfj derka and (xiokiag 
^nUy boauimt b/coSj ooacbmeiip 






bcuor^ and others ««• 

■ »■ 

1,088 


mmw 


(S) Railway Mail 8<mce,. 






Saper^isiug Offit-er? (moluditig Suporin* 
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nmm 
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8DBS101ABT TiVBLE X. 

FartieniatM of EslaUitkmmU imphtini SO ®r man ptrtans ia J911 attil lOSI. 

PART A. 


^etsih if Omfrsiip. 


£ita&]bhj|]0&ti emploijtiig 20 dt tassiv ponooi* 


reoi. 

1 ^ 

UUvaad Oil 
. SliUt. 

I 

a 

a 

1 ^ 


782 

4 

1 11 

Total EttftUifthoicdt ... ,,,J 
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eo9 

6^ 
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. fl8Sl 




(i) Duvetfd by GoranuDent orLottAl Aa* j 
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» ■ fr 
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(ii) Ditto tod RegieteTod caafAnkie J 
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(ui) OwDod by prirMe petsons— 
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1 £ IpSvI. *11 1 
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11011 ... ; 
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Eetails it Etiahltshaetii 


EfftstiLMliEnaptji nuploybg 90 

PT penoMi 



Indfutrus^ 



AH Iml^ 

tri«. 

Ofpwmg 
of tpve^Si 

1 pzudwi. 

CcUktfm. 


Wpftd 

Tsdditrkip 

il 

2 

1 a 

1 4 


6 

(mi... 

Number of pereons emplored 1 

,530,435 

519,225 

3a68 

2,087 

2.106 

iim ... 

BGIfiOG 

4$S791 

SjSlO 

1,0W 

1.179 

rmi ... 

7,325 

6,720 

81 
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(tf) Direeted by 8nperfi-< i 


tion and olencaJ. 

5j313 

5.0§S 

33 

JT 

Bl 

fl0Sl ... , 

8,337 

5.607 

409 

^310 

340 

(A) Skilled workmen ...4 
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7^5S 

6^339 
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(fl) Dnakltlod klwat 

614,873. 
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1,832 

(. 4911... ^ 

4S9m 
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S,4S6 
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(i) 4dult womm per 1 




1,000 adult men. ( 1911 ... , 
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Told 

moutfl. 
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Saw mill*. 

1 

En^inwrug 
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Eicitj^d oil 

jqIUj 

1 

2 

3 

4 

fi 

n 

' 7 

total 
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795 


3i 

7 

15 

]» IZtti&r tke Serai 
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(r) Witb Diro^Eoi^ cf 
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P>1|> 

33 

8 
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56 

56 
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•* 

1 1 
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(ij By liiclirtUft 
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■ P P 
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{f} By iomt ownrrroF 
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APPENDIX A. 

Statistiet anJ Cmitt fi^nre^- 
(&r pangnpb S3 vid Subiidiuy Tsblfs V ot C]up< T,) 

In the ton calendar yeaK ISll—194tj tlio exocse o! births over deaths registorcd m the n'giatr*- 
Uon areea of the PfOYbcO wai aj,S43, while the increiiSO in njituial popniation m rocomed *t the 
ocBsiu fw this soma nreaa was 417^154. The period covered by the ceosae ia sltghtly duferont 

iiotn the calendar liecade, hot tbis maiea little disureace for purposes of appio*iiJi»te calculations. 

At the last ccaeos the dilloreneo bet wean the excess of births over deaths and the consne natuT*! 
ineieasu was S48jO[HJ, This tinw it is oven moTe (about 357,000) and the problem is to and where 
the crier beat or how much of it is due to inaccuracy in the record of vital statLstica in the aistnrts. 

The natural poimUtion found by the ceasus is the actual popolatien loss the esecES of 
immigrants over etni^rantf, it is tbosa boro in Assam and enume rated in or oat of the 

provmec, Thato iigiirts are recorded only every ton years, bat mnny immigrnnta como to tJa 
province bttween the two consns dates and die here. Figures for these appear in netther esnsus, 
nor do they coma into the birth statistics. But they are recorded in the death rectors, and 
therefore we find an oitDatutully targe namltor of dearbs na compared with larthB, and coDseqaeiit 
dUtoition of the figures for comparison with census statistics. ' 

Xn any area suppeifi that immigrants come in the y^ar a and that the speoific death mto is 
(fj for that area w group, d being a fraction of a thousand. For tcv garden imiaigrauta wo have no 
exact death rale for the new arrival* iu any one period, but wc can take ^ gene^ garden diath 
rite as an appr(utinia.tiou : in fact this will give ua a lower number of deaths than aboiud bo islculataa, 
as the now immigrants take iiotne Ltme to became aeiiliiaatisi.’d. 

At tbs end of one year the number of tba original batch of immigrants will be rodtnsed by k if,, 
t.e., it will boooina D, (I— d,). At the end of the y»r (• + 1), tbe seeoad year, this number again 
will be reduced by dj+i of itself, r.e,, the number ramaitting will be now (1—rf, ) (1— ffn+i). 

Thue, after 10 years Da will be reduced to Db (1— d.) (1—db-H))> 

Similarly, the immigranta whw eamo in the eocoad year of tlio deoade, Db+i* will be reduecd to 
Du+i (1— dB+^),..,.(1 d,+v). 

The whole number of immigrants in the decade U D=D|,+Pb+i +Di+s + .,., + D 4 j+i, and 

after tbe ten years this becomes (1—^+e)’h D*+i (1— d,+«) (l—(f.+*l.. . 

+d*(i^^k) ..-i" 

Kow for the tea gardens we know from tbe annual immigtoat labour rattims the value of D*, 
Da+i, etc., and d,, dn-it etc* Taking the year » to be 1911, aonimatioB of the above aeries— the 
oalcutatioas for whieh it weoH be tedioue to uprodiioo—shows that the total number of eow immigranta 
to the g^ens in the dscado, 768.671, is redtieod by death to fl4t,G4S ; s.r., there are about li4,f)0U 
deaths in this otass, who do not appear la the census returns and have never beea recorded in the birth 
etatirties of this ptovinue. The number is, of couraC, only an approiimation, for eofoo of the now 
coolies will have left the gardens aft^ a year or two and become sabject to a differunt death rate from 
the ones wc have adopted. 

On the other sido of the balance, we have to nuto those who are bom in Assam and registcFed in 
oar vital autisties and who then lenve tbe proviuoa aud diu outside it. Tbe annual return e sbow 
383,OPU children na having Uft toa g^rdeas in the ton years by transfer, deurtion and disobatga. 
X^ot all of these leave the province, ho waver, aud not all of them wore born in Auvm. If wc guess 
the number born in Assam and going to their bomos in otber provinecs as half of the total, or 130,i}l0, 
we might toke a fitiortei of that nmr^r, or 30,000 as the total Dumber dying ontside and not reported 
to ns, ^ Tlua 30,000 tends stUl further to wulen tbe gap betwogn the censns figures and the recorded vital 
sta^stica. 

I^ext, then u an moieoto in the wnsus recorded immigrants outside tbs ten gardenB of 
373,000. The great majority of tbuise ore in the plains districts suhjoot to Tegistratlgn. Some are 
4 rT*gardca coolies, but the majorily are Bnatoru Ben^ and Nepahvs settlen ani temporary or period in 
visitors from adjoining provinces. Siipputing that these came in equal numbers every year and n-cro 
subjectod to death rates equal on thu avenge to tbe pruvincial rate, we sheuhl find that a1«ut 380,000 
of these clasaei most have eeme altogether, and the total deaths among them would be about 104,000. 
Of the-'C oaly tbe eJ'*ooolies who cams to the ten gardens and left within the decode should be oscludud 
a,ii atresdv dirait with above. There will not be many of tbesu, bnwevei, since most M-cwlies who 
take up fund In the disiriete lue old and not new men ; theso may be neglected, ns balanced by the 
gicater mortality of new garden ewlies mentioned above and not ^en Into our colcDiatloii. Tbere 
is also an indefinite but smjiU number of people who eamo hrem areas within tbe ptovince but not 
under regietratlun and die within regisiratiou areas ; these also will swell the death entriet but have no 
corieiponding birth entries, 

]n tbe revnlt, we bava 134,000 less 30,000 deaths among tbe new tea-garden immigrant and 
abont 104,0D0 diiaths among ether immigranta for wbieh them-is no birth entry and no census entry 
mther in the last or tbe pretont censi^ year, Tbos there sbuuid ^ ou ihese calculatioiii a differenoa 
nf 198,000 between the vital statlstiiw aud the aatuxal populatiiin ineresH recorded by tbe ceusne. 
Theactoal differcuue (Subsidiary Tabk V of Chapter I) iirome 337,000. Tho deficit of 15P,000, 











AFPESim. 


A 

IX 


morff or rauft be for hj laaoiniTM^ ta tbo record of tbo vital ocourmnoos * it may 

ceriftitilj be k«9 than tbiSi if I liaTa undonestimatod tbo mortoUty afflong ne^r oniigTaatsj for 
inatonce, or otet^molQd that among tboee who ro-oiuigrated« But tlio deficit must oerCaidj be 
ioTgc. The Depanment of Pnblio HodUi bw fomui on teaming eertain m^s that from £ to IQ 
pero^nt. oFbirt^ and deathi are unregisterod. and it is ws^ll ksown that biiibe iiro taore often 
omittoU than doftihs bom tlie logietcr. It j« truo that cormtioDB ojo made by the tetiing agency^ 
• but tlio opifectioiaa ar^ only a IrfioLbn of the total OTTOUt 

In tbelUnan 19114^2.^ tbrrt ^^¥9 r^rjed h90l^i7flQ l|B9S||15 dntbi in tba 

iitoa under cooifderatkn, We bite only to mppoeo tbat IQ por opni of births aqd i ^ opnW of 
deaths were omittod^an of only aboa^ ^ — ^ni. the aiffer^uce ^ 

mare than explaiaed. Pot chU wonhl giva 210^979 unr^rd^ birtte mid 9S|0^1 such dtatlui— 
differtpce lTS^3o2| a&ajnst the io9^00Q to be acqonnt^ for. 

The quantitmtJre expodtion I have given h of atturm open to quo^tioiL as tb$ data are vciy 
pooti but it can icarc^y be doubted that the gr^t diveigeiice of tho oep^us from the yiiil 
statdkloe is due to the two eaeeos sbowri operating t^tbari (1) d^hi of outsiders who bare coma 
to iba provinee in tbe mteKtienial period and (2) nnpqiud inaqoufvy In tfaa riial r^nl by omi^&ion 
oE bltiii# mofi «ttea than deaths. In any oaae it ie elaar tbatp so Icng aa heavy imodgrjtion 
eoniiuuesj even if accuncy iraprovee, the vital staUetios ca^ioot be u^ in i^aom for any ealeiSatioiii 
of popnlattoQ in inter-i^a^ yaom. 
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APPENDIX B. 

tfrt eertein frontier iriiet.* 

I.—Br Captais’ (}. A. Nftvjut,, ij., Political Oraicfit, Balipaba FBOKnEB Tsactt. 

Tie Jiai. 

AmoDg ths Akas ttiew ato two main oians (Kutsan, Koiatsunl and tli^e MniBin 
ticyont.1 «nb‘uUns. 'fli^re ore stnntljr ndtbor esco^amona nor endogiimou:! divisionbut ewlaI ■'Rtda 
exiab nod ooo Bub*daa will not many into aaotliir lower {aocblly) ckn or euln-'kii: an etinal clan or 
a differebt tribe, e.y*, ifm, will bo c1iob«i. 

Tile KLowfiotv and 
tbco}. 


the J aseetow are the two bigbcst sub*cliins and the chiefs are takao fram 


T/ie Living amongst the Akes and like them in dress and feainms fhut net in language) 

are a people called Jfireiya or Kboai. They form a labouring class and work for ibo Akaa, bill t&y 
are m no eease skves for they are paid for thoir work and they Uto in their own Filiagos. There ars 
four eub-einns of the Khenj , 

S^ftlem of government, -^ongh the Akaa havo a oblef or headman for Qiitsido dsaliui^s their 
gororotnent II very democratio : each freeman Jus an equal vote iind right of speech in the ootmcils 
waatovcF his looial positioiL 

Onp* and wfowi.—Their tradition* ascribe an eastern origin to tbe tribe. There are no 
mogahttuo EQontim.-iitSp Stone* are nsei for ant* by the Akas. The house) are el twiys built of wood 
wughly squared and Bometimes mdeJy earvcd, but not with tbe more elaborate oarTing found among 

Social status it shown among the Akas, as also among tbe Dadat, by the sirn of their houses and 
by toe amount of jewelJcry worn. 

/^atnral pAenomenit—itliefI.—'The suii and moon ere regarded as female and male gode respeotiToly 
» no JJawm j Ato Polo), They are coMidered to h&vo ibe power of neoco and pm peri ly or the 
revcTBe, so they are propitiated with iMrifiofB. The mark jug on the moon ts thought to be a liie 
pmdimt worn by the god. Earthquake* are said to be cauiwd bv that very mischieTiHis insect tbe mi£ 
cnojmt btifiowmg into the earth »ud telting the gwi oalloi Phmilmdego that all people tm earth liavo 
iIiBd. The g^ ehafce* tfco earth to see if this ii Ifno I heufle all the Akaa eliout ‘ wo are all alive* 
wboR an earthquake is f^ltL 

An ecUpre is regard^ M the reiult of a qnarml between a gad named Ttfipaibhii and the son 

tries to eat np the eon and moon, and the phenomenon is regarded aa very 
unlucky, portending war, diKsse or calamity. g «ou « veij 

*1,. *mf.-The Akas boiy their dead on thg side, with the bead to the north and 

Ue fa*.-® to tJie west; tbe knc» ate bennd to the cheat and the hands placed inat below tlie t-hln 
The «rp« ts bro^hl out frem side deor-never from the main door. Hi® doo and ^raWi 
® ^ ^ The rave ia fl«t^ with planks and mats. It is then ptankll over 

and ®rth I* put on. A d^e of apUt b«m^ with small cotton Ibga on the four sides is made to the 
north of the A P<f with an atm lapked.aod a basket ^rice, meal, b«r, eto., i, bung 

Uie urm fiiEid E#|»t M tea daya- ^ 



Ilf ^ ^ jellowtah-htown race of decidedly IJongoIian oppeamnee. Tlie 

skins of those who ^ habitually tp thesua am quite brown, but many of the womM are a 

very pale yelkw and often have a .reddish tin^ They are very flat-fa« 3 T pbtrt^ 

presopie. The hair, which is etnught and black/ ia worn knotted at the top of the head. ^ ^ 

Prtit .—The men'i dresa eonsirta of a coarse cotton cloth uinnod with srenll __ n. 

short skirt to ]uet below the kneca. A lacfeet reaching to the hina k worn 0™^ «l!^w u * 

eittves are worn, wmetttnea pot-often the jarket is a more blanLt, O^the lumd is ^wortf 
hat of split bamlwa, and often a plume of cock's fathers or Umboc leaves. Cloth ireitcM pdl'bot 
worn, to pratect from the dam^dim Qiea which abmutd ta the bills, ■ 0 always 

Stnat in the belt or slun» from the shoulder is always a rfao or sword • the nni^^r 11 

slaag round the body and the bow carried sitbor in the hand or slung across the bso?^ ganendiy 

**“' tot o...ptata th< 

Cnflivatton , — Sowing of seeds is done by placing them senamtdT It, rpi. ■ 1 

nscdftreaemallirenbffiiSidadtfo. " Mparaldy in boles. The implemcnta 

MoHcat iWrsflrHft.—>A pipe with a double barrel b nlavivl ^1 * 1. ,1 

Wowing down it. Tbera is al.» a single pipe of the peiiny*whirik type m^iiife"*^Df^ 
si 3 ». On festive Kcasiona, borii are used ^rtrompetT Dfiims are ol different 

W'tfc^oAt,—Their weapeas sK the bow, the a pear and a. abort sword TS.™ - 1 

mueidsdciiding guns on which they pi aw groat re^w. ^ere ore also a few old 

* Tl# of ■rmt of thtf trilm mooticmed m tbfiie tUMtidioH m ^ - -- - 

hwrmnferrnky^. ls*ir haWoi* di«re k dfli.il iaa i*p insW^etiSTto 
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Si 


jrtitf Jpa 


«^tribtttary 0l lheIl.Dga.«aL' 


1 " i4’lil&li h UDd$r irripatioii 

pcdple* very hk^ i>uBu9 in Dpj>oifcraB ■ ■ * - 

wnimUnfj Q^ tnore (han J^OflO hoxi^^ 




Mr 


- Tfioir vjltag£« am TOrv laigv, 

K<;rffW3d''9 feportgf Iwll-ls,) ■ &» 

TAe I/efintt 

- si-." 

Nyoliu, f.£r., Nyiqne TaJJaTfit^ ^ i ■!( "'V“™ Btoii;)S ual aJ. 

» th. y,ll^ i, «,«||, |„irt „ „ b.^„, T„-di,i,. J "“" 

.»4“e *!4; StapMorSiTl' V S“'‘"“ • “i"''* 

pm tico with dlsguBt. “t ! uurar litjard of it, niiiiaDaflfl wmlU look on tlw 

.U« ■ «oth„ s.n • L Tho m™‘ "“5 "*“ ;-"■' ""’ ‘ “v'*" «“ 

.«.rMr.Wk,.be™,L« .b, liw ^^rLlJird^i “ ‘ 

f f ^Sl^'bSy^hrSlr'pSS b“h«Sih2 

two d.js for' ehSreil forfivadvSX?aiX!"^ 

doe to" ^™awhat difftroat- i.f., wbo.i doath i« 

iB wmo KMIjonj, especially the Ta^feofl, when a man Laa been killed by a tin^r tfie U^At, t « * 
m the greve jn » fitting pfseitiea but a hula u left and a few bain of tho ’j 

to B piccfl of the top pa^rt^ a InmbiM fletod 1 ttJ *«? dto'to oqt and tioj 

Sboidthefiain /v/wn/enVrbTSfl^^^^^ M ^ ^ 

hra-«.i>fll.owwbodi».iiii=Mtur.tJ«lli.i.d«l SreoaSattaitVw^ ““'* »>llyw in 

do»L t,.r™d 0,0, Uo, l™dld ta;oS;i„o.V4, .ta'fc!L^^ '’.r '' ““r ’'■»'■ 

hXr biodbbo pioiu „o„d tbririliiifiro ;■!!;• wrti;* 

,fz;jl'SX",r,* 4 ‘°"irr::?t£V "-ph a« 

ftod 


— - 1 - --- tiiu PJJ^lirD. 

thd. Tl«i? iystoo of eaUiridiion u eltnijar to the Atae* bat thoy ,«.f 

tho *e aii;l a pointed bamboo nad uot tho -mall irou b« of the dUtaa. ' ^ ^ 

Thcii hfli;e ua gut^ The weajionji are the borw end arrow (with aeoaito noieonl a Ijinn. 
aad A bog rfiip or tword. They wear ealu helmet* mui« or W awnrrlJ^f'^ » long spear 

at men r of n tVlaa hide; sonaotimee also cane ernilota ms a guard BgaiCaUwordJJiita .’* * 

II.-Br T. P, M, O'Callaohasj i.p., Fowticai, Orricaft, Sauiya FEO^uti Tiucr, 

TA^ Kkamti*,^ 

CW/^r oad J*iiYf._Tbe Kbaietie eettled in our bt^ are a race cftsBTiOHibJ fi ■ x 
dedcnbd m Dalton's timo.t Tlio viUeaes era iunfflMoverefr «4 Ta 

ft '»* whether opium of 

whtlbtT Ihe habit it an effect of the climate and sortoimdinire and ft. ™ i i of 

these peculiar local randitiooe), ®onoanding< and the mtnUl paralysis iadn«d by 


A 1". ic of Ettngal 16^ 

t Deltoo, Dcicnptlre ItiuLology oi Biagah ISTS, 











AT7B!n>II. 


Ill 


If ho«c¥<ii> that IhoT WMk bani b tha fiiMs m the rirt-eowiOff and reaping 

The chief w®pon is the Jne. Thny dieplay fitlnl ciin^>* at^tinie* communal 

naceseity and in elephant hunting, hut Jd not Uve up to Pilton b d^fiption. 

iir/e.-Tho puHoanK oE iita U nu Jnngor in evident. The _workiiig in h1t« dwenbfjJ by 
Bohinson CAcflount o£ ABeam) « nut to be fouiid. 

^ ' I ■ ^1 riri,_. A4i4^iAlnJI M 

o( tboM workers m metiU 
workmiiii&bip. They maititiin 


« « «= There are ii> chiefo ae dcfierilKd by brm, and but- 

The only article* manufactured are pipe* which ■« of ne^s 

w^rkmauehio TU^y iiuii««m their own *ehuoU in the " bapudii^;; {tomp!« where the Khiwti 
r IB tauulit hv the 'bapul" or prieSto). Some of the old men among theio claim that 

from 

worth iavei^dgntif^g. 


Thf Sin^pAci^ 


There are ooly 


Tbcflc atsn have degrnefutod fom thair conditijn in the time nf their £«refathore. 

12 or 14 Boinll TiltagUB on the Non Dihing rirof and np to the Dihragiirb tiOuaJaiy. 

Tbev are physiiially fine men but epiutn an J climato have Iwen their euwe, Md their wndttiou ie 
inferior u! tU of'the Kbamtie. They haw nU more or lew aJopted Biddhim but aUa qoutmue 

fiaarlficci to tho spirits. 

TA« Sfitimit ICAuiihitA (eropAatVed), and Beitfiya}^ 

aaraefer.—8too.//w<f*.-Ttiese two tribcaare fftill In n state wfere rwenge U hon[fflrah1fl and 
feudB are populut. Alternate kSUiuga are normal etepi in a <nwrel thi^jh gv-tiotatinu#. Diltoni 
description i* rather U .rd on thtee pwtk * Now that we know them better, we bml that they are 
a very primitive pooplo with onjinsiy htunan Tirtnes and fatlir^. They now hvo at general p^ 
with ov^oac, mrticQkrly the Abore, wbwo imt cuBtemors (for purely of mrtAafl) they are Iho 
alienation aireiiiA the ch%«tity of their wotneu is not true. They are, m conunon wrth all tribes of 
these parte, Uesidtable. Bwrplayita g.',^t part in the scale of happoese- fend-mnrderi are 

normal to people in that primitive stite o£ aev.tepnwnt j but they wdj cease with tbmr do«r contact 
with civilisation opening new iutoreats and hroadening their outtgok^ 

DivitioHt, _They arc diyided into septs or families rather than clans. They are nnmorioalty 

Boudl tribes and are oaJogamons, When the eepte were emdler, they had to marry ont i bow men 
take wives of the eame »pt U they are only distanlly oonnccted. 

The tribe* art nnimistic. Tlivy wo pulygamous, but only the rioh amone tliam can afford 
the luxury of more than ooe wife. 

There are two daswii, freemm and ilives, hut the elarcry stigma le not os lasting ns among othor 
tribes. Most of the work is ^(tic by tbe women and children helped by slaves, 

//r/xz/airB.—Headmen mo chosen to some eartcat by sncecssioii, hot wealth and peraona ity also 
count They have no judieiil or other powere. beyond initiating discQsrion and influencing it in 
nmitctn of eomraon imorest, Within tUo sen*, indmdnale punish an offender with their own hand*. 
With auothtr tribe or wifit, any membor will, as likely as not, punish any tnombor or slave or &m- 
iicctictt. Thus feuds ure everlasting* I uniahmente are (1) slaying, and (4) enslaylng. 

Or»V«*-Tbo majority olaim to hsTO coma from the nnrtb.rV.. Tibet} bnt tliq Linghi, a large 
sept say they cams from the loiitb. The truth is probably tliat they are the jcteani nf immigrtlioii 
Ms or were driven Up or swept aside into the hilS aud moimtaina by other immig^nnto. 

CafftPof/M.—Ttiey cultivate onh* by/dawisy. A bamboo stoke istlioeoly iEupleiMut used, 
and they do not sow brouleast. but plate a few seeds in each hole. 

f/tt ttna. —Stjiie* am heaped op ovor giuvea, but there are no stone moanraeote* Stone is not 

used for haihiingn but for Wtill* of bynfs. 

iiifUKf _housiHBrt built ofl low rAanft and are divided into pirtilioBS with a juKsasc 

down onesido, A long house inJiatoe weiOtb and poBitiou; cbtbea a lid weapons also by their 
superiority iudinto wiialth, 

BeUefi aiont sna and »«#,—Wifas about natural pheuodinena ate very vagus ; there u no 
gmenvl tradition or fdklom kn^ffu, for instonoe, about the sun and moon. One story is that all the 
world is ileeoendod from Oiw father and one mother, who bod five cbiHren—(1) Aesimoto, (3) Cbnlituta 
and Bcbejiya MishmU, (S) Rhruntis aod Sinuphas, (4) Tarnttn Mishmb, atid (5) a elan aomewben! 
to thfl east £? China}. Anorher story hue it that the sun is the butbond of the mooiiH. They 
uuarre'ted and the wife, the moon, domaafed a share of the sunfe heat. Tlw sun answered that h® 
b:id to keep all his beat for hU cliildrtn, *' men. Tie then throw hb wife into a swamp or pool, 
and the moon'i markings are tl» moulting mul on her face. The moon fews to eom* out by day 
and wait* till the sun &s guu« down* 

Bertifl fvs/pw#.—The dead are hurinl in a ^nivo ulutut 3 feet drep, llnad with grass and 
^enenilly nrt fk fwtu the. hooee. The eorpSu b pt on a wooden couth, fqjty oiothed and armed and 
wito food, moiiUT, utensils, etc. It is covered with planks in the ferm of a span or inverted V, and 
tbo whole is tl«a i»v*ired with etoucfl. Tlie dead are said to go down into the earth. 

Pkytical Cbnlikita and Bcttfjiya Aliihmb aro tail few in complerfen.on the whole, 

aherea/the Taroon [DIgaru) aud Mijn Mishmis aro reddfeh. The hair ti Etmight and is cub square 
on the forB^hcad (bcnce the name CAmliJtata]- _At tbe back it b allowed tq jfrow and b kept f4oncd 
up. 'fbe eyea are blackisb-btown, htongoloid but straight. The tuiae ie fbt, not thin, bloat but 


• JMhio, Dsmptiw, It&Belen «f tteopit 









A?r£S1>lX, 


Xljl 


not rntmouncodU’< 0 . Tbfl aqnitino nescs foand araoni; tW Tan:^ ara’ icltjqin Kwn in the^ 

IrlfiM. Ta phjwqae they ate eqeat, wull boilt, sturdy ani bnjad-alioiiIJcrua; me i 

euuftre rut her thuu kxtg' ond narrew. 

Jlftiitieal iusintMtiHti are [1] drnrne o'^vared with liw^d'e ekin, sud (8) Iwrutf of ; these are 

only u»(*il by (uwiidtto meo. But tbe Jew's Imrp is koowti, 

• ’“'nieir weapoua are the loPgbjw and the Ttbetai cntliog sword, Their arrows ufi 

peisoued with ocoaite. They wear esujo betmets. 

They look oa tlw iklui es eacred, and it ia yessa to kill one; it « considered &» hJf human, 

Inoest, tb'it is, Bnuriage or aeaual eoabacUon within forbidden d^ioes, is desenbed as ' iiondact 
like the monkeys.' 

The iffcdni* {Tafoan and Jfy 

Divhiw 9»4 on>M.—ThM8 tribes aro divided into ondogamoos gr-Jnps ond esopimnB wpta 
orfamilie*. Some of the Tareuus elaim that they were fometly tbe sann* people as tbo Chulikati^ 
Ld the claim is admitted by tboae tribes).^ They apeak the wms laegnage ond some of tbeir 
ouateiua are the same. Some o| the points of diffewaws are noted be’ow ;— 

J3hpo»iit' ofti* rfesd.—After a death, the body is wake?l for a ^y, for ^ nmmportaflt p^o ; 
but up to 3 days for an ironortant pereoo- It « then boned for 5 dm and (^wards « “J* 

and hSrnt. A eireular rooETd stockade U bnflt on the place whore the body vrm burnt-nsuallyab.u 
10 or 8i> yards from the boOie. Arms, dotbing and utensils are hung up round the grave, and 

streamers on bog bamboo poles are put round- 

^ont Mnte aa ta a Mure ^te ^ f 

go down intotbe irth. There are msdimiia men who speak with aid do ‘ puja to the spirits of 

evil; otdiuary men. know nothmg of theic, , , mL ■ i - 

rmicat fepes,—In appearanoc the Tareans and Mijus shndy and Ballowish- Tbeir hmr 
is rtmi?nt anJ w not outT^he eyes ar, straight and blaokisbbrewn- The aoso w genorolJy fiat 
bat ^vory broad i but there are many with regolar aquilme nostt and handaome features, 

(t'f spear .—The weapon in oso is the orosshow, and aconite pataou is put on the arrowu. They do 

not use cane behnets. , , . . , li * _xt. t 

when ft hi a wives go to hii hair, except the latter a raotiior^ who gooi 

to lbs next^t-kin amoftg the male relative Marco Polo's Tartare). 

■Jlf ^Br R, C- R. COBMISII, 1,1,, tATXnT AsSKTiVT PoUZlClL OmCEKf PaSSfOBAT, S Ably a 

FnO?(TiKB Tb,ict, 

The Ahtre. 

Uabilat -—^The term Abor is applied* thoagli oTn'He>-’Usly, to Ib^ tribes living <iJi^tlio southern 
slonoTof th,. outer range of the Himalayas, roughly betw^n tho D.»Hin|^ and Snbamun nvm. and, 
wiSTn the hills, in tb. main valley of the Dihang, with the Yamim and biyora valbjs as offshoots. 
.V«ui« 0 / triiss--Tbe tribesmen uso tlia aam« of their tnlms. and tho ward AW U 

except umon^the more civilize.!. They alai call tliemselvre srfi-aiw (hdlmou). ‘ Abcr is ^er^l/ 

aiSfed to the Padam, Minyong, Past, Gabug and six other tnbes. We are m ooutact with the first 
fjur of these- All of thorn have tmliltoas showtn^ that they come from the eamo place and are 
dfiscondel from tbe same stoek, but thi dialeeto of some diffar. 

dmMW—All are divided into oxigamoui clans and partwuW rere a ^ 

i>™reni mtormarriaoe. Among tbe Pa-Jam the rule has been reWed of ate vea« owing to the oiito 
JftE elans. Bi«jf elan Is scbdtvidal into smalJor elam of families with endo^myrtnctly forbidden 
within them. Heavy penalties are exacted for any br^aeh of the rules, fhe Past, PaJam an 
M^Layougfreiittoatlymtermftrry.butihcfli i. only omr known care of tho pre«mt day of a Galoog 
ajarrying into oue of the first three tribes. 

i'cltfcadry.—Polyandry is commo.i amotig tbs Galoug, and » not oresMatily eoafined to the rewr. 
For Wtiws it is quite usual in this tribe for breth^^^ to have a.W lotoraomse wi'A ouch others 
wives until tfey have given birth to their Bret cbildran- 

No instooere, bowever, of this oppeatto have co^ to notioe auiong the other ^ 

amon-r the MiriB—unless the hitter are Gatoug l urnirf Min, i-e-, Galon^ who have dssceuded to the 

pWs’andImvo either beoiine absorbed into Mifivalsgoi or have, tfeongb living in sepurato villager, 

mrgelv adopted MIri habits. 

bivisha tore * mljtol' end * w/«lrey '.-Amongthe Pasi, PajUm and Minyong totW there m no 
division into classes wilb a definite tocial order of ptc-eiloiire by clan j bu every m.mW is either 
* or • mUshmg; * coiiridcroil ouWsto or not. Mipak ' has ootbwg to do with oiogam?. 

GarSn poitons and limiiW, however, have been coaskiored iiipuf tor some g^cruuoos. ami sexual 
intofcoun^th thW mffices to make the other p^y jsip«^, and so on. Brclbcr* and sisters of a 
mp^ are not wjw* uulmo they have betsoraa » by heredity. 

A niwAinf b fpE* to marry a getierilly done* if tho £^t !« UdowHs 

Amomr tho Galongs the same dlvirione ewear, but eettiun entire clniis are wipo* (the Galongs call 
it nrVal aS the divieion is more marked. Tho Gatougs eonsidar tlie otbar throe trihcs CPasi, Podam 
and Mmyong) «.«>*, All the triboi regard the Aseararec, Mins, etc., as 

$Uve« or serfs, where they cxbt, are also mipai. 
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Umimitt .—is DO {nat’tLmlttf'class or cljan Eront which cbioffl arc etttinsly drawn. In fact, 
the praotico of calling a paitiuular mac, h^maa, esD bo traced to Britiah infltiftars, Konadnys a 
tcpileqcy to keep the ysinsfiip in oa? fAmity has arrBon. He is chosen nther fox bta kii'iwladge of 
tnbnl lustcKy onJ the procednrit of the villsgo than bis possessions^lhongh he would be a poor $»m if 
he IsiileJ to attain those J 

frib^ yooerNtMeof.—'Goveriunont is eBBeutially democratic^ especially amemg the Padam, Pasi. 
aed Miuyoug. There is a regular Council Chaoiber and all village matteii are decided in it. The 
council has eeveial rL-cogaised spokeS'nez, irho lay down the law on the traiut at iseoe, utk) whose 
drum Ilea in ability to i*tcapittilat« tribal history fnrtbi^r back than anyone eLo. Tide tecapitahitbn of 
clan liistciry is a fentqre of every itbing (village «:ouiici]| end it mny be some daye before tbc point at 
issue is touched on. Having git'on a dect'ion (wliich se’dom occurs), the ktla »9 ocm«tderS its duty 
done and does sot think of eofordng the orders, knoiring full well that tbore would bo small ohanoo of 
its bei^g olile to do eo. Every vilti^^r does mnoh av he pleases without troubliog what the kt^aitg 
may order. In certain affairs afleatiag the whole village, e.y,, the luta of new oqltivatioa or the trapping 
of fisb, the ieitfsy di.'cisioss are s.uuliy upheld. The principlo of British rale dro is to make the 
ktiattsi decide petty tribal o&scs and enforce tlndr decisions, but outside our influence the sitnatiou is as 
deeeiibed above. 


Among the Oolongs a more feudal state euisle. The bead men are more ioflnential and their 
cemmauds are geierolly o^.yed. They have no kehmg* or formal ecancile such ae are fonnd among the 
other tribes, and n > coundl bouse in the village ; nevertheless they do bold diseussioDe, and tho head* 
tnen nre not all-powerful, 

Tradithm 6^ ort^u .—In Done of these tribal ace there any traditions of Ofigiu which so hack 
very Ear, All claim ^igin from one rice or tribe settled at Kiling^ in the Bomo-danbo country. From 
Kiting, part of tbs trilie joorneyed sontb across the ,Styom river and oeoupied the hiliy eanntry 
between tiiat river a id the Subaiuiiri and Biuhtnapn^ : tWo ore qow known as Gtlouga, Otheta 
crossed the Dibang or settled on its banks or ne'tgbbonrbood. 

There are no ttueel of teriuoid ositivatbn, aa1 thsoSorts of Uovarame&t to introduoe it have 
found no imitators. Land has been ratScient Urjkumngt on the whole, though it ■« scarce up the 
Hihaug. 

ffeasri uvi urr<f.'->The materials Qsol for hensing are bamboo, thatehitig pq.lnis of 

alffereDi kinds and wood. The lionees are bnilt abont 5 feet from the ground. Posts nm not used, but 
nembere of pieces cd wood, 4 or S at an angle resting on the «irfik«a, take the plnceof a poet. Ttie Jleors 
am of split bamboo (not Intorwoven} and wulU ore of roogb $jlaaka. For the roofs, pntmHhateh and 
wild {ilnntaiu Joavo ara used. Stone Is not ueai in bulTding, nor are there any stone monuments 
There k no vestriotion ou tbe use of wood. Id typo of bouse, there is no distinction between individuals. 

lA ifrcse,—Some of the Padaia. Past ntid Minyong AWs wear tong rel coats 
imported from Tibet Ameng the Golongs snub coats aro worn ss a sign of distinctioQ, but tho 
headmen somollmes af&xrt groyish-whits eoats from the eame sonroc. The ttihesmeo arc uinallf to 
poor that they cannot allort to bay these coats, so it is donbtM if they are specially resen od for 

heudmon. 


Idfat on turn and weon.—Nene of tHo tribes have any fined ideas regarding the sun, moon and 
sUm, thongb there arc variomi fniiy talcs about tbom Tho Padam, Paai and Minyoog make the sun 
mole and tlio moon female, while the Galoug consider them both au objots d'art*' and hence of 
nonter ^nder. The moon's marking' arc omuraod to be the body of nn animal liviug in it. Them an! 
no theories m to uoIipers> save that the animat in the moon is put'out for a time owing to tbs disploisute 
of the Almighty, Eartiiqnakes aw said to be caused by the mevements of a large ammnl living in tho 
wat rs under the earth. ^ 

Bunat All the tribes bary their dead in much tho same way, the Qalonn-s dlpsrinir 

graves a little deeper than tho others. “ ** 


A bole about 4x4x4 f^vt is dn^ (by U» Galoogs 6 feet deep), nad logs nro put on the 
floor. The ocr|MC is laid with the head to the west so as io fnc« tbe rising miu. The legs are dould-’d 
luuiet tbsmiielves and the ^ds drawn under the chin—in faot the body is placed much as at birth. 
In one hand a smalt keifb k placed, os an aid to getting food on the way lo Iho spiritual home. .A 
framowork of log* k made diogoniilly across within the grave and leaVvw are placed lo it, to nreTCat 
earth from fnilnig on the body while tbo gruv« is filled in. A lean-to sbelicr is mode at iho top of tJio 
grave and nnder li n fire is ktodlcd and maintainod for a year (hnt for only five days in the raje*^ of the 
Galoeg), A goun! of rice beer is tied luidor tho shelter and various earmeuts of the deceased 
togelhf^r with any bead^ of ttUkan, etc, killed by him and used to taat the commonttv, are snsnenJed 
on near hy or under tbe £Wllo7s ^ ^ 

AMt of ik« depsr/erf.—Thj Fodom, Puri and Minyong believe that the Kpirils of the dead 
return genially to the land wheuco the race originall£ came: thi* k in the case »f death from ordinurv 
enure* or illness. If tho death bo duo to opiilomio disenie, sneb ns choltira or influeDza, the spirit departs 
to ibc wert or fouth.--irf., tho diipction opposite that in which tics land of tbcLr fathers lice Bui 
among t^ Gal..Bg it » sninmsed that after death the spirit becomes the sbvo of its own particular 
deity. None of there tribt>e believs in any tramanigratiim into insects, birds or aniimfis, 

Ph^wal ifypM,—Tbe Ahore ^ short uml itookay built, but their stardlocss vnrica os the conntrv 
ihcv hve m. The are slightly taller than tbc m*t. The comjdoaion is sallow, with rtrai^ht 

eyca, nsuolly blank. Tbc face k gcbctally flat and tbe forehead bread. Women usiiallv bare tattoo 
murks OQ ibeir faces. 


The nose k nplnracJ, with wide nostrils, bat many boast almost oquifire noees The hair k 
straight and w cut in a friuM evenly round tho tap of the head ; hut the G along rat the frinire tow 
down on the nape of ihe neck and on die forehead. Among tho Fadom, Fwi and Mtnyoug, tho 
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aa J cliiJtlfcn sJ] eufe tlii^ir hair Iik<^ the hut tha Galdh^ grmw their hair btigi 

druw^io^ it hack iiloeg tbo «titei of the head aad hiving an parttng dow'n tlie cOiitte i it U drawn 
biM::k «£! tightijr that it often hae the appcaruice of being paiiitad on like that qf a Dqtch dolL 

/mpUm^iiU .—There are no epooial agamltonil imphmcTiU ainong ®nj of the ov^rything 

is dqwe with the and the me. ¥or four or livo eceda are plac^ together in a hole with 

" the aid of a point#^! &ticfc* 

cniilc form of bagpipes sa oommoa toa!I the tribea ; this is tb* obief and praetirally 
the only fi rm of musical ini^tiuraentp A dry gourd takee tba pla® of thp wind-hag, and a b^U[ 
form of fine hainboo the chanter wotl pfj^e?. ThoM are thre^! pipes befiales the chant.rj whitih is 
rorfpiaiod and p3ajed with the ringers in tbs ordinnry way% Am^thor lnstrumonEii found b u sort of 
Jew^s harp of hombon and fibre^ 

liVa/nst*~TLa chieE woupona ai# the bow and arrow, the dwr and a long Tibetan sword. The 
sword ii only currioil in tiuis of war^ 

For head dress and for prateotioD ugaiast swoni*ctit6j hots of plaited cano ore worn. Tbe»e aie 
worn a good deal aJea in time of poace^ especially by thoio living further bick in the bilU- Tha 
Galong uat ts of iliffeieni shape, very of tan rescinLiing an tip^to-doie bowler hat. 

There is no biatory nf bead^haDting among tbcio tribes- Wbea eDetiiJos are kdlel in batUs^ 
liand^ are ooi 3 agidua 11 y out off and bsing up in tbo laattfp or oduneiL^haiubor ; tlie head is novor out 
off- 

Very little tribal fighting bos oonifred among these triboip their motto being thnt th^ tongue 
ti mightier than tho sword. 

UnliKe tlwir rastcrti neighbours, the Mishmist killing their fgUow^men ha^ Influ nud b ftiU 
regarded as a soKona offence : this forbeiraito^^ however^ only applies to themseWei. 

Tke JfiWe (o/ Sadiya Frmtier 7mt). 

Onyh it ad — The Mlris aro moftly descended from thu Abors living on the Iwuks of 

tlie Dibingh Bmlimapulra and Dihfiug, Their kngaa:^ is eimlLir ami tlieir ctiHlom^ are rorv 
simlLr to those of the Abor», hat HindutBcri fnmpidty chAngm^ tho^e furthest nwuy from the hitl 
poopfe# TbELre are fonr bigduJis, Two of these do iseaded fr^^in the hills not mao)r gruerations mgOi 
but many ATi? eleaped or drivon out slaves of the Abore- The ('hutla datt of Mirid is supposH to 
Iiavfl come np the Brahmaputm aaJ Mi’igled with tbs others* Prolubiy, tbont^lu they fir^fe 

from the {iljli and went on a safe distance^ returning afterwartis np^iream- Before the British 
occaj[>;ition o£ the Abor CMunUy the Mirit were trndore nml interpreters between the Aborsnndtho 
British. There is do social dirision into elasses. 

Tlicse hi 2 elaiu! aro divided into Bmalbr exogwoue elans kept m distinct as possible, but of Ma 
j^rs there has Iwen much inlertnarrybil and mlMiaiislMps have become iuvoTvedH. 

The orgonixatiou is demonsic. When near the Aborsj the Miris adhere to the Abor custom of 

JppfaruJice .—They are of sallow oempbxion, site lor in the Abnrs. The^ feat nrea are the swine, 
but the hair is either kept long and knotted at the haek or is out evenly round tlio head. Th^ latter 
is the mr dern fashion* Tha women wear tlieir bsir bagand drawn back straight, but witbont a portjaif, 
Tlic ptiyst(|de h good on the wliolo. The ey^ are as a rale black, the forehead broad imd tha nostrils 
wide \ the lac# is fiat and. mumL 

—For W4>apons tboy use the hflw end arrow and have also a few old guns. There is 
n ^^p cml bog kind of arrow for shootiugfi^h. All carry a datf, Therij is no trace of head>hiinting 
among the Miris, ami their weapon t. are c^afrted for the ehosc cmly* 

The belufs of the Miris of tbe Siidiya tract about the sun and moon are sifnilar to ilio^ of the 
Abons* 

Bnriffl iAe ^Ttie dead am bnricJ» and Uie corpe? ifl Wii flat On the with the 

bomb clas]ied nadcr the chin and the legs out ntraEght. A dcmble lean-to bgs is nmde over the boily 
to stop earth falling on it, and miOther double Lioja-to over the top of the grave. When H&kaU m 
village pri.?stB ot-^ buried the soii ia not kept off thorn, but tbc grave is filled up in thi^ ordinary wjy* 
No roftson for ihii® is kuovra, 

■*11 

iV.^Bv G, C B^anAL Ji, Extra Asaim^fr CoMui^tSiONrRi 

TAe Miris {&/ Lakhimpur Duitici). 

Dicisiomt^—Thm tim really tto ffltosamoDS okuSp m, though tUero am cluos not ss a rule 
inter^marrying, vat tnu-awaj marriatrcd are pro valent, and the parUE^s ate not ox-^^QTn^lullii5lltc1l. But, 
they may lie grouped into two axogumoiie divistonii compm^d of stweml ctana 1. Tbe Chiitia [Dole, 
Pegu, Kle*! ; si. Aiugija (Tooit, etc.}, Mayaugiyu (Nara^ etcj 4in I others* 

TLjo clcisa-sbip lie is nmeh looMned, and social preceirnco mdetormined* as alt uro now livinci 
peacefully under the Gavernment. Ev^y e[au elmms superiority to otberun Probably the Dole 
and Pegu arc fir^t and tlten thu Mayangiyii and Dambukhd. 

itendmea ^—Chiefs In a oUn sna choaea always from that clan, from the famiJy or if nceeai^Eiry 

from his relatives on the male ride. Thero is no spciual elan for impidyieg garni or headuitn. 
Thd Mins have a sceial damocrutie orgauLf^atio-n, with the gaix m pTarideuti, hut he cuodoE. over* 
mta the combined wishes of the people. Originally each elan hod one yiiHp even when Uviug in 
different villugei* Now CEich villi^ licyi genemlly a £itm* 



AmNBir, . 


TfaJUton (if pnjfti*.—•TbaJf triilitioii p1/ic«i tbair origfin at AbU'KiUiit^, in AksboeheTa near 
Matnbo, totmr^ the tiorth ud bejand aae robgo of monntiiinR, All Alins ar« said to Iiivo 
tome from thof«, Tbo niajoritj (aow Uiadiu) aaf tliey am deKaadantt of Rukslmia Vita of 
tna Manaliiitrat^ 

—For otiltivAtiaii tboj tho ordiikiiTT plou^H and a koc. tke cnUivat’iofi h%iu££ 
all in ptainfl land, r 

Tdirag —Tha iun li a male and the lajoon a feamJe dei^a Tha Btarit an l 

j ^^*^*^* their wx w not doGoed. Orian^^ bett le eappO'rod to bt a jouo^ man and 
tlie Pietftds nfmng gjrl; tijtt young mw alwaji dialing tb@ joung ^irlj whom be ean ne^er 
eaten. Tne markings ou tbo mnoa are aaid to be bncnati excreta^ There ww a certain feelLvid 
,ot tlio gods and a ejuarr^d ocennrau botwoeu the moen ami aoDtlier^deity t tlie latter tbranr mm& 
excreta aod hit the tzioon, and the marks are ctbii now irlsible. 

I dead are baiiedp ootpwe of persons of |h>^tjoa Wa^ pul in a ooffin 

or box* with new clothes an ; for others only i pierw of efotb nr a mat bn^. The eorpae is pel; m 
a layer of woodj, then aocither layer of wood h ad led and oo top of this earth h pkoedi A mound 
foar fort Iti^b is mide orer the gram Formerly brass oucit and oTotbe were pat aboro the grave, 
but tills practioe has eeaaed. 

£trtf a/ier —After deaiilig accotiTng to one set^ tlie dead tneefc Ibelr parent? and r^yretnlfa^ri 

nndergrmiiid m th^abode of the deid. Othe'-s believe in trinsmigrAtion: the sonls of the good 
are reborn as tneti and those of the bad as anitnala, 

Afuti^^ The musical lutruments in nst are the melon-ban jo. tin liamboo fltile. dm ms and 

cjmhalSp 
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APPENDIX C. 


bNTHE OTilE R TRIBES IN ASSAM, 


Of 


THEIR ORIGINS AND CERTAIN CUSTOMS. 

ByJ. H. Hmox, O.L*., 1.CS., DjsTtrrr CoirMiasiojrEm Na^a Higw, avd Hoxobahi Oiheot j® 

PiTHBOUnAJUI, AsSAir, 

* 1 .. lore for al<i wtes i«s often teen eisOTtet of Nega tribes In oontrist wRIt 

lue Ati^itiii» wid 4fTt-a th^ <sotint back to a ^tgtatory atiige. 

A™m ilistiii,^i9l. a Na?ft irilio from nlher 

«i< Burcu non^Nap^i Najs i. a u»fn[ word to detiotr tbe tribe* lirio- in arL 
bwailed on the nortb-e^t hr tbe HnfcoiiEr ValJoj-, on tho ujrtli-w«st by the Rrifi&»tint-a VidW 

tt'Manin^J Vdler!?h^h fH ^"tS" ChiJdwh and oa the fr>uth b/ 

otl).^ ^ Valley, whioh last oi the eoatact punt roughly with the Rakw (TliaJ«, Lneliais, 

J>w# —This areaboi ™e|r«i in the past at laut three gisat waves o£ 

(1) From Tibet and Nepal (Siagphoe, Akw, Gene and SacharisJ. 

(2) From Sonthem Chin* acims the Irawadi Valley (the Taj racao-Shans, Ahoms. Tamans, 

(5) From tte soudi. This wavii has bar By rtoppo l yet, fop Lnshoi-Kuhi mtipration was 
etill goioff on northwaM tnilDift, when it was etoppod. from spreading into the im- 

Ti-Ho nver by dririeg the n^wly-formed «Iooi« Wfc wros, the 
tbe nrtr, beion} the KuJn opentiona, 

r otbw A:k*i' tribee an ppobrbly another braech of the Emmiaration 

from the north f but if ^ they must hare first gon* ncaih an ! then turned n.wkb ajtain for they droro 
np from the wmth m feot t^m the old Kukis. and perhaps that ve^’y different raw whieh 
l^fcamc the ppodominafar.? factor m tlie Attgami Naga tribe an/which hns'piobahly enlsred in a 

H-sser mto ftome ot its neigliboum. j ™ a 

Also wn boTO UJ BtiJl another immigrant elomeut m the Kol-Mon-Anaom oeenmtion, whioh 
Srb‘S lihe^pr."«nt Nap wa. The BoJo pjce itself ««n» to^ munected 

Ttfc ^ Mon.Khmer familieit, and all were probably proceJed by a Negrito race, i^h 

^the Andam.^^ am, which was partly partly aba,rbed. Traces It all the abivo SS 

are to bn fwad m the onltnre and oompositwa of the tribe* l»w known an • Ni^i » eolleotively* 

comp^——Nagi tralitions of origin indicate ^most ail points of the 

(o) The A wyai tribes necrihetbeh origin to th^ to the north and to migration fnm the 
plaiiii m the weet mi north-west as wdl ; though otlu« with SingpL aifioitlee sav 
wmaTryj* ii«th*east* One or two villagee elaiin to have come from the 

(*) Some of the Joi tilm seme of the Lhotaa am said to have come from the plains to 
the north-west, hut the majority claim an airtochthoneiu origin at ChcmgliomJi. ^ 

(c) The Kiairaas claim a western origin, from the plabts ©f A«um, 

(if) The .Sews* wy that t^y came fwm the south. A eonneetioo u tracmble between them 
and the Kborraos of Ng^ pointing to a wertem origin. These Semas of erKtero origin 
wnn-ct with the Kachans Gatos, Lynugams and Bhois. The Kacharis, while ijlowjng 
Pift'M, cir<x!TtiimlTr Kacheba to eat aad al^ep — 

KukLii itiaid^ at all ^ baldm^ that Kacbark and Na^as 
two brolhef^j wb4fre3^ K^nkia aiu comply 

(r) OtUcfSy for iastdDCO tbo iribo^ <^laim a portbdi'ii origin* 

(/] The Soutierm SaM^lams dcrire 6om the Chiadwiia Valley to the »iith-aMt, while thn 
SuHfftami merely point to tho south. The Tamans in the Chindwin 
Valley lived at one time m the hiUe to the east and then toturncrl to tl^ VaH.'v 
leaving soma of the tribb bchimi. Those might be conucoted with the Soutbern Saagtams 
In any c^ tbej- trace their origin to southern Chinn, and their desceodantrSertili 
prosuuiably represen bed among tho Nag* tribes. ^ 

(y) Jajawi also nfford indiwtiaiis of mfsed ori^rin. They oame from the aouth-eAst li«t 
from raegkhu] «uu^ to the sonlh, but traces of torrwod ealtiTatioa are fimnd far to the 
south 10 the Litehm EllILs aod possibly they <ame from further sooth still. The Amrnmii 
leg^d a spirit in the sky as the ancestress of them all. Fartof the tribe claim a Anthem 
and part a eonth-western origin. 

The Snymas say that their origin was in the sontb. 


in 


their I^rchos, rcfiiw to ntlow 
wore origiiiaUy desoeuded from 







APPEXBIS. 


XYUl 


All tlie Naga tribes havf duns (le^ndcd from ituiigtftOtts womsit out of eAve4^ or 

frc»m wilJ meti cat^bi lu tbd tbc tbe PhomSi and the Angamli of Kobiioa. 

Ph^iirat ifpi^ I diferenctu —ThiMoaiifi Iribc hu« iraditbui which oanuot be ttjcoticlkil wkli ci hoijicge 
bodo^ ofi^n I mid loiurketi diffor^ixu^ of tjrpj are tnicdiiblc em'jwlicrj; drea between rndbldtiJili of thix 
^aifia fcrib^ Tbo An^mi ara tall and wdll-propociiQtiudt the Ten^iuia and Mome aub-tribea hjiTing« 
Ptrmghtfijes ^nd iios^s iomettme^ own Ai|DlliiiXO. Their foatum are m my visae bx 
iliuD tbe MoD^^otbadookiPfr Strpia vrboteailato a fl.>t t3o»e and oblb(ua eyee and a flliort 
Tho Abgaoiis aro aUo diftiagtnehed bj hugo t-alvc^j, for which no explanation ia gfiorded by ha^ 
co&ditic&s aa c^parol witli othtr tnb^ bucU i*fr tlte Sernas or the Cban^d, The big Citf U also 
typioJ of the irbo U otbcrwiae^ howci/or, macb mofe &tot-ky in build. 

In colour tbc?c ifi much Turiation and difforeora of idtitude bf no meann iM^coanti For all of it. 
Ther^ are generally tlirv-e tjpipi—a etnughl^bairiH light bromic» wary-iiaired brown and a ctrbphaired 
<larh brown, corres]^i]diiig to ^viBEoa of thfi race? of Indone^ia^ GeinsruJly the preduminant 

cotcar ii red luid thia is moat popular black and white bfiin^ cunmdc^ro^ uobeoomeng, though blafk 
iDun^ so than white* In high nltitudeg gten the tint of blovd i$ syen and a blufih cem ofti-n bo 
detecfcrih The * fair and sallow ^ type is found at all aUitud^o ; iL appears even mora among Ui^ A^:^ 
and Kofiyafas than aiiiong Manipuzis and Kiikls^ The trliildren or erj whore liavo rusty ted dish bait 
turning bUck later. Barer iban the sallow U the dark browa and fuzzy-hdired typo suggesting 
thoNcgriloi Bpecim^cm ofthfi Lypsaro found et^icHinUy in aJi tnbts/but it is conxmone^t iu th* 
nurlh among Pnoma, Aos and Kon^^aks and again id thj ^outb in some dlUges of tCaoheba .Nagai iu 
the North Caebar HiUsj Hugge^ing that the rac^ wbteh bequeathed it Wis pushed apart ffom the 
Fruiy hair ii at ways held in derision. 

Cophahn iuiliceii eoggojt a connootron between A os* ^faIlipu7iS| Ahoma and perliapB Mine otbor mh- 
Himalayan inLos, duo perhaps U> the infusion of Tai blood. 

TAc diffld,—‘There me various methods of diepomi of the dead j these are dealt with bi a wpante 
notc.^ 


Wfspens atid tmplemcwfi .—Some of the weapons and implements in use am eng Naga tribes are 
of marked nonhem type, and otbem ary cl^ly coTinei?tJ with Indonesian forms like those of the 
Jgoifot of the PhiHiipioei; olhnr ^ttoms agnin show ojinitarity to the Xol-Mon-Aunam typo. Of the 
Eorthrm lyptf sro the KaM danebg dao and another rftffl for real mo* 1 have in my poss^ion one of 
the latter kind which is like one figutiod as a bbutaoo^ weapon by Bntler (Sketch of AssatUp 
The obsolete Lhcta yamiham^ h also of the norUient type. Both these Nuga dd&i are romatkable in 
that tbe injn hdt ptO]ectB beyond tho hilt, at in ibe Gara’ and Kliosis* Jnew—pfobally to ttick m 
the groTuid while iitiing. 

Speamwitb ornamental barbs resemble those of the Fbilippmos, whilo some patterns of A a^mi 
spean reecmhlc the IgoroUpcar* The ston^ hammer nsod hyaE Nag* scoiths is oIm fonnd in Cho 
PhilippiufB. 

The Yachungt Naga hoe, obbtjnod ftom « Irtbc tdmost isolated hram Jefntjir intomottrse mth ib 
ndghUruTS, IS just like a Khasi mifliature Bweet-potato bra, S, E, Peal wpnrEcd a ^quaifcr type of 
shouldered boe ampng the Kooyaisa, Bfjth typei am like the Battuk Iioca from Sumatra and rioiilar in 
iiba|^ to the obeidian bUJes of Kaster laianiL 

The cw^bow h the weapon of the ^ingphos uud has been adopted hr Etie north- 
Mfitetii Naga^; bat it b not in g^imid uso, though Ebo Lhotaa know it. The lougljow Vlflo h mi 
the natural weapon of the Nagas : the Serna* believe their ance^-iofs need it, and the Aneamb have 
learnt the twe of the idiot bow. This ia of internet» the bow h tilnio^t entirely absent in Borneo 
Sumatra, Java and the Colchis* It ia, however, posiible tM it bajs merely been dieoiirdad as both 
the AuguuitB and Semas retaua It as a toy. * 


iMditaitM* cf dtvertt ort]j«.- IJiversily of oi-gitt of th^ NaRii# k inggestsd by v»rioa9 otbtfr 
Ibingo. For Wftamw, flio Woping book v ub «1 by most trifaos, bot tbe Serna# the lisoij like the 
Oarof, Blioifi and the Saotbem Br€ of Burma; the Thaio Kuki »>■* Lo ooed to do » but iiow iL^etl 
a sieklo. A^ain, the Ane^b have an rjabortte ny^iemof temeed ealtivatwii,smd thie U aJ«i Draetisel 
ID £Oine Ehoirao and Kaeholia Naga viHaoe«>. btit lirtlo among ether tribes famooi; the Seoma it hn* 
Ui-n iriferodii(«d by Gc-ennstent delibemtoly). The terrtee cultivatori sm tl«c ni.>,t frequent tiwri «£ 
roe^lKhii’ ^ontimeuts, Woenteq ports and I'-po^Ui are need I7 Sernas, Sangtali ami a few 
Olliers, white tbe Aos use reoad-topp-il post*, borne Lrib» bnild their boose* on the ereuntl some 
fju plntfunus. ^ * 


DivTsieti* Within trihw vary, being sonK^^imor dual, eoraetimea triple. Somo an norninallv at 
any mtr, e»s!anio.w. But the eio^mons system k cempliorted by subdivision n*,d ’odoplioii LL 
,;roup to g^<m^ bome groar* ba\w different w *rls for mother end othur torms c^ reiotionshL 



The belief .^ong the is uuiveneJ that the souls of the dea-l l«oome butterflies or inserts 
Aguiu, lu tho future wodd the shades of the dead go ou Uviag just In thia 
that tbe future world is ondergreuudaud that the path to it i^rnB^ “f 

giiardel by adaH|gef<M»6prit,a betiof freauently found in Mateiuate. *1!^* 

tiwbwtrpwplajivo after death in the iky in company of tho anefleiress of ainl- 01^7 LlW 
in sky spirits but do net loeatetbe dead there. Among some, the S«in« for eJm^ia k H lif* t 
oiliintVv®^ ^ thebodduadgo we*t. lu all tribes eonHictiog bJlJfs aij bS 
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So L/og^ltTKI^L. *" '““■ 

In folle-lorB, B«in« eU,t\ta »t« oommoa to all txiba of Nagas wt otimn.aio not. 

^ *1 ^ Eertaia groops. The DOittk-eastara groap seoox to 

approMh MMt to Bodo and Koki than to tbo Centml N«ga tribal bngnBgea. 

Conelunav at t« ori/i* c/ Nag».—htj ooadoaioD U that no Naga iJiba U of puto blood Tho 
•tnl^ are eooibuiod of olomflflU due to immigration Ctonx at any rate three direotione. north-eut. 
north-west ajd sonthern, ^s people having been posbad up from the ptmua of Aaiam and Uurma bv 
We^yepwulateJmEat* certain stage a Negrito reee, at a later an Austrie race o! 
hja-Anniun or Mon-Abiaer typo wa» m oooupation, IcaTing tncea in the implements and oerbatH folk 
ta^ now f«mDd. ^en came a definitely Bodo immigiatuio irem the nortb-wat or vr«t, e^ by 
bmpwhapa tbo Y-sbawdpmte, reaping by ^ b>d\aA\t>a» dt a matrilineal strtem have LoeJ 
left. There ij, beyond diq)uto, a mitture of lal blood from tbo east also. The imraieiiitbn waTO 
from the south u obvious enough, and possibly brought up elemonU of ponulatioo sootbem ‘ 

Bor^w^edin niwng migrating t The Angamis are probably related to tbo Igorot and 

poembly other Philippine tobee by blood or culture or both. Further, these southern ii&ctante 
pwbaps aWy coated of two puts, one settled and cuitared, th* other barbarous bat warlike 3 ud 
the Angamjs may hav« mharitai certain enstome from both parts of tbe tide. On the other band it la 
possible that they contain eome Aryan element from the other side of India caught op amonc mimt- 
ing- tribes. Lewia arenboe such an origin to the Cbakmae of tbe Chittagong Hill Tracts and JJavis 
finij Aryan bknd among the J.«lo8 of yimnan. The Aogamii are quite asTikely to have it as ather 
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APPENDIZ D, 


ON THE DISPOSAL OP THE DEAD AMONG NAGA TRIBES AND OTHERS- 


Bt J. H, EVTtt>Sj C.LR., T.C.I, 


^ (1) it pmctlf<hl only fiindaiB^ MaDipuiia to the «oatb 4 od om eeetioii oF l.lio 

SiogpLot to the Exoitb-eagti^ but trMituip^ of tribes pncti«iiij> it are Eoarul rnnoag Aos mi Ctuua.^* 

(£) JSmri^t la tb« pntetice of tba Angtiaij Sinta, Hengtnii^ LboU^ Sajigtam^ Tangkbul mi 
Kaoboha Najgatp and the Kokis^ But tach burinl it not alvara nbtoloto- Tbua KtikU^ wbon a gn^at 
peiwn baa dfed, aometicaag put the ht-ad oftoT dooempoaitioR iato a obft <m the side flf a Thi^ 

euftoia is pare, b^fc cartminly txiata or oxiated amon^ the Thado X.tiki8« Somo Kuuyaks atil! place the 
dcuUs of their dead in etoae cyeta# 

The iadiati^ ajid f^ome Soifthoro San^tanse bury the dead tnaido the hoxi?a oi^dor a bad^ and often 
diaCiirb the grave and dig out the bones to make reotn for a new corpse, 

imd wmo Naked Hongmas build amatl lioiLRee aver the graTea^ mill little ladders 
leadii^g to them for ^tha gboate to tub obit. The Lhotas^ Saagtama and Semai^ build tbiitebed teofa 
OVOT graTo^j suggesting ])erbAps that tbcf {ortucrly exposed the bedioa in mioiatore houess—just Aoa 
who liava become CbriiitiAnB bmy tbair iload but put tlialcbcd loofa over the graves. 

{^) is the rale north of the tribes oaentionodf tbo body being sometjEnes 

tnoked nrst« The plalforiD used is a baqiboo shelf with a tbatehed roof. 

The Phoms and Konyake wrench the bsa^l off the hoily aft«r doaimpofiition, and then put it jn 
pot m a ^palate plaw or m a niche in the ellff. Both theec tribes bring the heads into tbo house for 
a time and them mth some cereniouyi 


The ChaUgs both bury and axpOM their dcad^indiscrtmiEiatfily, 

( 4 ) i?«i«rflff(ou,^Thia^ ii fcILwod bj the KalyoZengyn^ or part of tbam. The de*d ar^ 

smokod m their houios for two montba over a firo and fhflu ' retdiied in a wooden ocfflii Jilt® a lidlesn 

to. with a tnat to ooT?r it, cither iasido or jnat outside the mat-waU, and under the eira bearcat the 
besrtii. 


At the neii Mwrdg, on the 6 nt da; of tbo fl-jwitig ;«»«, all thou who havo dud sines tbn lart 
ytai om br^bt out nud thoir withor-Hl bodias brokoa up, the bones being piofcal out and coanted hir 
a mtinbor of persons, male and female, alightly 1 e» for n w'aman than for a mim. The Wnei 
tlun pat 111 AD earthen pot at the back of the fatnilj granary and afj not togched tmtiJ they dUwiTw 
into diiBt Of QBtil the grauaiy roti and falle. oa them. The braltto bite of the body »ad Uie ooffin. oto,. 
ate thrown into the jungle, pioferdblj otct a atcep place, near the village, 

„ Tbo of tHe fmnUl bone by tbrowiog it into tunafng water » worth nottee The 

^-hariB burn their I^cad but save the frontel bone to throw into the Kopili, or wme other attv^nm 
The Manipuru, Hmiios as they are. heap the fhiatal b>no to bo thrown into the Gangt^ but we mar 
miae liat their cuetom haa iti origin, m that of the WhariH donbticsa ImB, in a s^iel vonmatiou 
for rujinmg water, and mdicates a commuJiity of culture between the two tribes in tbeir pi*.-Huitlti 
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APPENDIX E. 

Sumntaty of noUf oh tome ioitage induttfin of Katim^ani. 
CUjf K. O, Pl:lKJiTASTH4j K.l.) 

I.—UANDIiOOM WEAVIKG, 



Hcavia^ movfuniiut; atid thd w*f by mRating prices brouj^bt thos pmaperity, 

%, Tha demand for tboir ont^t ig^ mainly Jaflnl and rural Jind thjreforo ndly for ^se clotli. 

Consumption. Tarifs with tht* ^,ieaB‘Ju. The busy ecason la winter— 

mnl*November to rirbffianf^wbgn cotton impners S yarda X 
H yds.or B ydg, XlJ 3 jd*. ha-re a tOTr sttoOg marifet, while fall gi*ed 5 yda, XW* arealflO 

actively sold, The slack season is rmiglily from April to Scpfomlicr, 

Dnrinjr the busy s^a ^e weekly wle at Kargin^par ttSt rmiches Bg. 60,000 {on the testimony 
of fflcpert wcivera) j while dnrmg thu slaek seasoa 1 calcnlatci a total weekly safe of Us, 6,000. 

A Gturio'ipTin: yarn Ilia ni]t foend favour with the N:itb on account of tlie tcdiotis procert 
Pwduirtton. nccc^ary to pripnte it for use ju Hyrshuttle looms. Monebester vara 

. « almofit esclneively ufel. li't and IPa are the counts ch'ieHy 

woven i Bngr yarn is ratbor of an eioeptton. Ignorjujee of incthoda of dvelng fast colour* l^^rea 
tUa Naths at adiaadvantai^-e compared wilb JiiIm of the ncighbmring Bengul distnet* of Tipperab 
and Noafcbnli. Ply-shuttle looms are made by locat carpenters from ioeal wood or with bamboo frami.- 
wort, at coei ranging from Be, 16 in tbe formiir caoo and Es. 9 in tbc latter. 

Like most *»ttago Industries weaving U done In tbe ioforvefe of onltivali&p, and the whole family 
participates. Usually one adult wCiver will have two undarfforhors (looiily called >(pyahj) ami will 
turn out 10 pairs of 4 i yds, ooarso Satu per weife, unless farm work happens to be spioially heavy 
He usualJy works in two gbifU The nMirning shift may cuntitmo thl 11 a.W. Ha rBiumea work 

again in the afternoon at ahout 4 r.ji. In the fati-^y SOHSOd lie begins life Hrst shift early anl leaves 

off work late at night. During the off season or when agricoltural work fe hoavy be stopo weaTitig or 
tedtice^ his hoiirHs ^ i" & 

4. One intcr.^tbg feature of tbii industry is tlmt it fe almost entirely on a cash basis; little 

Olsirfbution, puroTiRseonaBatB. ^ dona tm wadit. Tbe Marwiu-i meribants, who tlU now 

CHjntroi tm niMdet and dictate pni:!€«p dfe-niaai retuly ^h for tlwir 
™n. The weaver brings his cloth to the marfcA, when mi idlemon porcbasc it from him for cash. 
The middieinaii {locally puiidr) «lfe it to reflets for cash, Thfe is iierlmps tlio only inlusliy in 
wliicli there has so fat bean no serious grievance a^nst the tnldllemen, wb j, bv the way arc 
tbemsclvo* NatUs. Bat with ovomupply—local gup ply eiwfdin? the local demand—the middleiniin 
will hi come a menaco to the weavers. And at the time of writing signs are not wanting that the 
danger is not far ahind. 

a. Tbe cbtof miiit is ffaTEingpur. It U owned and managjil by the Nath oointiiniiity for their 

own boTMjfit and has 61)0 member* on rojl. U inteU w.-ekly on 

'iHuridaya from about 14 a.u. to 2 pjj. Tlio sily* range from 

Bs. 5,0(HJ per week in tbe stiielE season to Hs, 60,0110 pet week daring tlio busy montbs. I eetimafo 
that the total annual sale come* to about H-s. 0,00.000. The total sale gf yarn At Kariinganj b over 
ff,O0,0uU and my caioufetioii ie tliat when woven the market value of tbe cloth'* is loughly 
Bg. 0,00,000 for the whole subdivision. 

C. Prices at Naraingpur are (juntoJ in form* of per t pairs (localJy Aali)- At the time of mv 

Prloosand wminE. ‘*"‘^“''7 “““ quotation was Ra, U per Aali for 9 cubit Mtitit 

or ncsarlj S antm per yard len^Lhs 

At tin? ti™ ot my euqtiiiy eost and proGti to the weivar worked ml as under : — 

KvmoB (par wwk>. OmI (pm 

|(> pairi of 4t yds, dhutiM at 11 2 buudift of yjim (iS'a smd It'n) 

per *«/< (4 pnir^Ji a** 37 8 at IQ **+ 30 Q 


iJra 


Nflt proCt (per week* 


^'11 

*il| Q 
7 8 


27 g 

Hence motilbly mriiing# of the family woaM 1« Bs, 30, provided they work average time for 
the wlude tnontb. As a matter of fact, fall time b not pat in, 1 lutve been told, CKcejit during 
tlic fCasos. Tbii pnBt can go up to Bg. 6£ and more if they weave 4Q's or higher counts. Bet 
local demknd for Uner counts is limihid aod pnearioug, and prodacers an not able to take the rfek 
of iDtMiufiic! taring for digtaut matkeU, for want oE any form of modern orgiDbatiou, 
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IL^BAMBOO MATS* 

Thiii h mi M IqoiI industry wtii>ifa Iw i^owia^ in vtjlnnie ^nd vulua with moteudng 
.. Tor expart-iwi iDcre^^idg ikmiind* Tkia industry k ot^nfmad 

' almnst entirely to Kamajadr^p. wbo uderialie it aa a «iib£idkry 

Otwaj^tion to agricuHaru (but the pOidtinti o£ 1^.* bvo oociipatioa^ k becoKUDg roiorsod omng to tliO 
>7amnfudras htnng ibeir knd)* 

Tho deuinnd for male k both local and eKlc^nmt* Tbo local use of bamboo laata is cbkflj for— 

(1) lempomry walbenil ghcds^ ck.j 

( 2 ) roofing for country baiiU. 

The external demand is besides the above for u^e al&o in^ 

(.1) Jute goJovtiSi (4) Brick fitilda* (5) Ships* 

It b fualJy the kst three toatees of demand that are responsibk for the prej^nt growth end size of 
the lodubtry, 

The dermand vark-t with the season. It k stFongeit from nutiiiiiii to springs SlacknCsa 
eats in with the of the monsoou^ and the inarket U weakest in July and August. In this 
]«nod| the brick field demanl has ceased m 1 the jau godowu dfimanil baa not yet begnu* At the 
eamo time Urge supplies of fonsat ba^kios havt? been Lroti^ht down tie men, tending to lower 
production coasts and opening of water communicatten also renden bciU murkots mam at'eesdble^ 

S* The average price per bond red pieces of Wmboo mats oht&ined by maken k about Hs* 314 
Prt<*, ana«mlnB. Tlie Hvet^e expurt jirice (at Karunganj) w IwlioTftI to be Ee. S (il 

not higher}* The toUl turn ovor per year is climated to range 
ffom 59 lakbe to 7{i tabbe of pUee^ ^be eetimatod tuontbty output and modtne pox' family are t— 


^Ifv^ oJ KVtog iir* t»f 

i 

O^tpuT per fU^ 

1 

1 ObE^I fBf 

»ii«L 

CNHipttt pTf 
AwiPlb* 

Kfl 

i 

1 

$ 

t 

1 

|..j« 11 r 

Bvprjr dmy 

to piecH 

100 „ 

100 

SCO 

1 

400 ^ 
SOD 

Ha. B*. 

4 te £-S 

6 ia 11 


Tliid eoitagd indiutry too i» vorbej on tbe Tamily ejitem, men doing the work of pmparini; 
the bamloo aad women wenriog tbom. They mnally work for S daye per Aat or 4 dnyg wr week 
VtngaTi are liable to ho injoted if work ie condoDed from day to davv wjth ordinuy ppcod^Jlc. J to 
Be. 1-6 per week u the aii-enigo iucome nor famtty: while Bs. S to Rs. 2-ia repmscnti the limit 
of the family's camings. I take 3 able-bodied ailnlts {(neo and women) to bo the strength of the 
areragn family. * 

3. The diatinco that scpirates the mat-makm from the jitto centres ud from the Colontta 

port on the one hand, and from the bamboo foi^eu on the other ; 
DI*trii>utinB ananey-mladiamen. and, sfl^dly, the Tolome of the tmde and the Want of any oisaijLi^ 
« 1 J e - 1 *^- « ... - cottage workers to handle to laroo a basioeoa ba« 

SS-Mj^mMt * * liistrMBmgly long chain of middlemen to squeeze themsehes into the 

Fifit in order wtoee thepiirchaw of mw materials. Tb j extmtbn of bamboo from the forest 
« done ns ^annual busmere hyn certain dius of people. In.most cases they pnifcj ti. ill Vw 
stock to wholesale parebasew who ci^ry it to the priQei|ml marti and make nS bv^£ 

tfl locul dfiideiti^ or thu paijdddr^ >n rertuiu cuMig Tk’* Tfiiit-mm.hAwm i. * ^ ^ 

bamboo from either of these classes of people. The format gone rally inlKcS o^Hhy 
while the latter prefer to advanec hambeo, cliar->c higher Jthan miwlrnii i**- '> 

bind the mat-makor to sell hij output to him at lower* (than market) 

stnndBte lose at both ends by the Wr arrangemrat. ' ST raS ?^L Ob^onsly the prodi^r 
as 25 per cent, above cash mtci j and the difference is addom less tbL 124 

mraly hid own bautboo Irodi this forest tie hhtt mdt-maksr 

rt«lc. H« b>c dUer idnnod Urn l»»,b<» or, m mor. ,fS i, ito ~ 't'£, ““ *5^ 

to overdraw u certam sum oomitmUy free of 

he sells hit entire output to him alcme, and, SMsoudly.^t he should ^**4**‘°’'» 

rupee iibovc the market rates for cash sellers. For wmmnle if 
piei^ « 124 psirs per rupee, for those . 

It IS oVviouaty to the mtorest of the pdifaMr to tempt the nroduMr tT^Jt ^ ^ ^ 

reduced lales. This is always done and advances are ^lowed^to odvanoe nod mil at 

pdiySddr* dleotsare his boudscum oud the client is 1 am told infnJ^*^ from year to year. The 

a he m found mJliugtoany o|hcr peraon. Thl*i\otTnlv^ori^Cir^^^^ 

himeelf taken as advauae. possibly a decade or dftceD veani arTA Kh* i ^ of a man who has 

father I Aaer the fdijfdMr* come rebdl and wholesale ^S^hmts and^aW**^^*"®*? 

consumers at the end of the chain ore reached ' ^ ^ Calcutta agents, before the 



















AJPESBIS, 


ixiti 


4» Tbe sjitcQ) lukJ ooiupletot^ d6ibor^l sd ibs ^nmnsodra iD&t~inftk 4 T, Tbo obain of ttottotscc' 
Rasutt of ■yat«m, loirtdJeraoQ ioans hint too smaJI n ouu^iu eren for niero 

. ^ anitftft] ezisttfiice oqd bu only oscape ttow fram tho oporatioo of this 

csploiUtion ts titfough andorl^d sale. Tie probJem ia to elimtnato the now useless 
*j°*^*' bring the matmakoni into direct touch with the eteyi 3 fltipe*i 

brick fiolde. and jnto ocntr^r, oratteast with the eitportiiig awrcluints of KarimgaDi, A£ regxnhr 
th4 htter, the foUowing lahle will show how far the producer will bonoht by it i—' 


flj mil [nrebM^ faj sparfM 

nifllriVtiim ^ tht matSU,m vf^h 

Td KMt 6< 

Mn-tAb^ 

Fruit «t 
Vfulvrviv 

PFiiAl 

9t miJliir 
HHnhft&'L 

1 

1 

1 

4 

i ^ 

lU 

Rl 

Hi. 

L 

Ba a. 

1Q() *sa *** v+* 

m 1 

(58 cent.) 

21 

(21 per flent) 

10 n 

per Deal. 

10 S 
(WJl per debt ) 


By eVioi mating these two anoatled-f ir raidiltemoa by tht aimplc process ot Oftjunising cMpeiatiTa 
tale eocktioir, the income of the l^anmeadrsB could be douhlodt 


iiL— P/ir/. 

Pdjs, also known ns stVai^a/fV is one of those old iDdustriea of which iiylhet is 

justly pmndt A hundred years back, situffati made from ivory formed a regnlar article of mana- 
factgie in SylbeL But the industry is now not merely decaying but actually dead, acid the deHeata 
art of nuking palt's out of irory ia po^nibly Joet too. I saw a epocimcii of ivory fafi in lilOG, 

Jfnr^^ eana patif, bowOTOr, are now having an ineteaBingly largo volnraa of bosicOffi. The 
presont note is confined to murta fafis only. 

1 . Qnalititt amj uttt : —> 

( 1) Qidinary sjoaHtica are tued as—* 

(a) A covering for tbo bedstead. 

(j) Something to place under tho hod. 

(cj A conveoicat " Camp chair" in villages to spread out whan there are guests to 
receive. " 

(i) Shdp Of long pofi—for eeromonial oocasiona, meetings and meslc^l perform acces. 

(3) Sipftpaii (proper) : — 

Very ^ pieces are spread oat on the bed daring Bamtuer and form Iqxarinaely cool 
omrerings that aasily induce alecp. They are mI works of art, and good ptettee i\ yard* 
K li yarde may oommand a price up to Us. 100 each. 

(4) Floor mat* 

Suinpean wieuraera in the plains use it at a floor coveting, for which pnrpORO fiimtshi^rs 
will cat np a long po'i and weave the oidos into perfectly whole Joints with the 
appearaCice of one single paii exactly fitting the room. 

fl. JHricthn ^ fitf 

Ordinary pff/ir are etroagly in demand all over Bastern and Northern Bengal. Calcutta is a 
brisk eelling centre, white Bnrtna la a payiug market. Upper As»ia U taking larger onaaiiti&s 
•very year. Mymensingh eoenu to be able to consomo cheap jufir almost u any qiua'.itj. 

The demand might increase very greatly, if efficient organisatiou for pushing on sde existed. 
Ilcre I foieaeo a wide field for co-operative eale societies. 

3 — if tie tWajIry^ — 

The chief ceotres of the trade are: — 

(1) BalagaoJ (for finer qualities). 

(5) Dasor Bazar (for tnedium qualities), 

(3) Ealiganj (for coarse kinds). 


* Muula <it CU 4 vCTE)« (Am. 
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apf:esdix. 


At Diwer IlaiiAT tHs miitBiFy ■ U this od4]U[mtioti of tbe Dis ipaEiri and 

tieir 5<ihsldbr^ Hiunsfi of iiiooiti^ tiiixt tj ngrii^ultuyts I 114 '^’*^ buweYBfT beeo taM of mup af flticii cMttJj 
Dbi>hi&, Natbfl, jMid Malip lUid some MabomcJa:sa ms> itfiill purtutog the indttEtry, 

Hilf a doz^n families depBod onfcirfily oa this iadu^tTy tof thdf liring. At Kaligatg it faiml 
a sitbaiduiry oooap&tiijn o| 5lahoiaediiu agricaltaTL^ti, 

4.—-ffiijw jKiiUHah^ * 

Pa^t is made from nMrtfap a plant o£ the ro^ famil/. UiiUkis ineels of ih-s vaTietir it ha.s no 
j lints. Liki? other reeds it on Kwrahj ami weteHogged area^ Mud » fouad iP abunlaacj in 

choked up laaku Kttd d%^np hill olopeop At Ijalaga J murta io cultivated bj MabomeJatia and app,iar 4 
to bo u py^n^ thing i« grow. The r^ts are bowh in April anJ the plants ripoi in 8 years. It is 
a standi^^g crop and will yiuld gc»1 murU for 1(1 to 1^2 years e’msccutively. TSift caltivatJoa iH not 
generally done in the opn iield; bat the ptaats oru Litmngoi la a ring round the homeete^^l iaiid on tEie 
briuk of the inevitable suirounditig ti-noh^ 

Tbe wild variety is obeapor. but inferior in quhlily. Thick b^ishet grow el^n br canes of mforbr 
qualitv^^ Dosur Dazor and K^lig^nj nett the wild va[i(H^y almoit eictudively^ while Ba^agpUi^j bus to 
grew it 

The yield pet t^dar [one^third aertf) of bud is ^id to total Eb. 41 per year. Twenty idriV or 80 
pieces of ftdeb anything trom 4 aunas to II annas aceording to the quaUty of the cune* 

6-— S^fUm of m^nufacinre —^ 

The mdustry is workej op the eottage syatena. At Kaligaii women do the weaving while mm 
prepare the cone. At Dastrt Baiir^ {Xi^[»oi4tiou from the wnmen fulk doOs not kieem to be general; 
vridows and indigent women however onm a hviig from its maunraotare. , j 

The wnr^e Is split like the ordioarr earw^ (a) l^or the brown yariety, the prepared eane has only 
to be dried and then wovE^n. At Katigunj the o^e is not oven drie|» The result is that when the 
cane gets dry ih.A lextni'.^ ceases to bo {il<} Fof l}io variety^ the canm after spHUing b 

boiled and dried before tt is wiiven. It will then pree^nt an ivory bubh. To olitnin a mdky white 
app amnCO young canes are osedand give belter msulu, though they are able to bear a dtratu 
and la-t loss than tnortt matpre oanc* 


A full-iixcd b—JArdfl| doialbr ones of varionj siast are also male* A full biigtii 
iliffi is 8 X 2 yards, 

d, A/ioii worth Bn 8 in Jnly would fetoli only Be. l-S ip autumn^ it w^mhl rise to Ik. 8 
rw!** again ill Novemlior, to Ei. 8-4 in January and 8^8 in Mar oh and . 

Pn«6 iifd w!«, ^ j 

Darm^tho wflt montli: murftt plentiful and clte^pir, anf transport oiny ; {a^'eultaral} worVeft 
tiro coinpiimtivcly Itva Id tbeir time t r tliia ttibai liary in^untiy; an i ttur/foro iK'^UErh ila.tiancL 

keen ]>ricc9 nimaln at a lary r^ajc ialil# fareL With th« approach of bntjmn, Ibo di^raaiiu ‘.Ti:jikeni, 
ImL Eupplr continues to be loigo. U«d« Jurin:^ September nod October price) ane tbe biirixtr From 
November a^ricuttuTe aWjrbd, itirreasin^Iy j^ro^tcr timo of tbe ivorkora anti supply falls off tnoro 
quickly tbaa tbedemaoilj anj tborefere prices rise. During the dry wluter manths pn>.lucLioD is fLirther 
restricted for yet another rea^a. ^rV , that tfie catie becamee crisp and briLUe^Uio dry for weiviug. 
With spring tM denund revives and the hiifb^t prio?e arc reilisnl in M trck-Aprilt a^er wbb'h a 
reinm to normal oonditionB is quickly oSjeoted ivbcn the broid^at ao>ving of paddy is ever in 
May, 

The price flacliiations benefit chiedy tbe QitddleinOR« Tlie pii(’ maker U poor and ii nnable to 
trithbold his outpnli from the market daring tbe autumn slumps and has to offer his st^k for sals to 
the mLldlemen for wliat can be liutl for thcni. 


DaSi'i Ba»r near Borlchha (Assam* lien gal Rail way 1 la ehieifr a mart fur pati*, though otbcr 
articles arc also brought for Bale, fin I them is iio standing shnp. In September 19il, vrlicn I vtfirei 
the the sate of pofisoiieneJ 4 hoar l«f ore eon net and was owr in cue hour nod a half. The 
wltolceolo pnrcliasera Quajii/i) sat down in row* sn l the tnakere nr tbsir attents hron.'hL their fl.f/i'r for 
ealc. The parehaserB pulled op the fiafi ff *ni the (tnakeri*) handle, ntiro'lci it, wilffi Jt up ngein—all 
in an ioercfUbty sboft spiwM flf fitne—aid ofhjjod a price. The Tn ikiw n.'Xt tritl n iother man, and 
nuotliarnad th m another till tl was told. Tdocu were some etans also of teller, who were evidentlv^ 
middlonaen. Though roogbly Sjatld t^ S,00G wore offered for ealo, very lew were taken buck 
unsold. 


The awta^i) price appeared to be Re. 1*2 toTto. l-t for full an i lULvUum shod path. This wai* 
JoWer tlinn-uma! owing to Ibb pretiou* Ant not tner>tiR£ for foal weather and tbe abte.ioo of otitsi-lc 
pnrcluu^rs, Jiidging by the qunnlity marketorl, the day*" sale ameq iM t<» R*. i,5G(,l t * Us. 5,S0G. * 
Tim idt mceU Wiftkif (^d not hi-weekly m is u^uul). Taking Re. d,Cr«ift to l« the avtir^ valiiij 
of weekly sale from April to Sopt m'jjr a-iJ Bs. 1. Oi a« tha avor.ii>p weekly sabj for tlio remaJaing' ^ 
sin nion<]^, tbo annual sale calcnlatod la terms of price piid to makera cotnw t'> Rs. S4.(*(H!) j ailjin^ " 
20 per cent, as middlemen'i margin, tlm export‘value of the nmtual tura ov^r is Rj. l.OD ilOU n;id 
odd. 


Knlfganj market ha) the tisaal t.t4aliiif shaps aril pait ia only one of the sevefnl thinffa sold iber-". 
The By item of eale u very mueb the Hame os at Dtsor Bazar. Tlia nurnbor of purohnserv was only halt 
A dwtea There wot no etall for sol'ors. T le avenijro price was Ru, 0-1 i-* for aellcre. The sale was ovtr 
manhouFs time, Tha day’s Bale (in ijoplemher) nuiouolcd to oviT Rs. 500. The bazai mccSe 
bi-weekly and 1 otilculatc tbe total export value of the trwilc to be Hi. 411,000- The toUl iole of 
iu Karirnganj is thus nearly U*. 14 lathi. This of course leave# out purcliaiw privatelv nmdv froni 
makers. 
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THift follawia^ t3 tie ef %t DiUiif Ba^,ar* wliiira only tnea work^ hi^ 

^ Eamtn^e. Knlijpirfj, wh^ia fimi in# w^itk^ earciiit:^ are ^renter and tia pnH 

inab^r^ at^ mmperutttridjr pws^i^uit i — 
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-¥.fi.—TI h MlriilAlkiM vrv> tvt rKt# vgrkc^K f?ipm onbin lkd ara iridnu 

Wli 4 it profiii tbe middlomen ai4»fcif,'it fa difilruU tq wllhe^t a atudf of tlie markets to 

wlikb tbts/BiporU TEiey are mos% the provio*^^ It w, hntvave-. to know that 

at Da^er Binary middlomen pm^luae tir oatil-ie mi^rehmiit? on a comnitsaif>fi of fli por cent. Diatimt 
tirms send re pracntative^ who purchase citoaifh thes^ pimple. The tniidlemeti pQfetuidmf^ on lieif 
tisk aed inmouTiL are tinjiiiot^ by eortain Inoal peopl^^ ^fboebarp^o no Lntorost^ hat tn lioui thereof eWo 
25 per wit. rJ the profits. At Da^f with tha eicoeptioii of one Maboorkedon;^ all midd lemon 

and their intnoiorB ao) Oa*; by catto. AL KaJ’gHn| tie btii'neas ie i;dtilie f coatrellLnd by ^lahoined- 

mii. 

IV.^FISHI^G NETS, 

L A lartie and htt*k Irado in flelwiii^ net* ia carried on in KirirfiijBnj. Tie indnutry u familiar 

hot to* tiQjbtBLiiivo to attrnot pniUo Tho dTiaa 4 id for 

‘ nets from the fi^i-oatohlog'cU^seBj tb? Mahlmala amon^ 

itahomedanB and tuamg tic Hindo^^ chioBy tio Vetnio. 

Besides tlio loeal doEiiand for tfot«« Cioiaf li a lar^ biijor and eoaftimi^s about Bb. 50^001^ worth 
annOaliy* 

Hio chief control of proddoEion an? rongbly two, Sheola-BaTTa!Ti Bazaar eontm and JaJdlvup 

^ centre. Ang^irjar and BuUnsaj near Sli&jia ard ih* two Urf^est na- 

Preclusion. prodaomtfvilli.^. “is . 

The niakera are olmo^t exolusieoly Fatms ]jy oa^to. The rn^t lukore may be dafi^icd under i 
headB ^ — 

(i) O^<‘ 0 *rojiaf iporitfff*,—With tlio tnajority of men of thia ca^t^t it a j<n*MiiiUT.ry occuimtion^ 
tliB pnucipal being agrkulEuro^ bnal-plylng and fijh-e&tcfbing being the eoc^nd^ 

fii) lialf-iimf LandloAfl Fatnij whose principal 9oiircie« of incotno are fd) boikt-pTringi 

Oct making and fiahiiig.. 

(iti) At B.dinga and Angiujmrj^ there arc landless families whose eek eccap&tfon 1# net making 
and filing. 

Ueuolly finliing nets are made only from hempp much of whiob bas to be imported^ an the loo^l 
supply is m^nfR^^ionti. Eut the spinning of h -lup ia dilficalt and there is a tendency to iubalHuto miB- ^ 
made cotton yarn Loth flit it^ cheaimesi aikd the of iu mannfaeturc into nots« Bui cotton nets 
ore niwch wesiker mi tiw* dnrwbla. TiiB yearns rute for bemp is said to Iw Us. 15 pet muuGd. 

Aieordicg to their fliard* wluch am detonained hy tie pnrpi> 4 e for which they are mcant^ 6 «bin^ 
nets are elrviscJ aa follows :—(l) i/ala/o^ (great oel) far fishing in big rtvefs, Thc^ ata made 
order oaly acd may eoet ujtU^ sweral bun Iwl rnpoco) t-) t^rdioary nutj 7 yards x 7 yurdg* This 
is the siic most m demand ^ (3) Fdain, a triaugolar ni;t from to 31 uuhiU iongp for catching snmU 
fish- 

The quality varies— ' 

lit) areording to the strength of the string used (3-ot 3- ply thread} ; and 

(i) according to ihe stEc of the iutcrvcnitig nt- sb (from I lo 3 finger*^ brcotltbj. 

3 , Priefiti of nct^ the output of most cottage industTOs horc, arc subject to viifoat fluctna- 

lions. A aliimp oius^cil hy the sudden falling olF in demand often 
Priofr^antJ flaming, r^tKluecs prices by a# maeU jus oO per cent, ^Tbii is possibly due 

large-y the miirket being ecLircIy control!ed by a small coterie of capita] lat middlctooti (iiJii:i of thai 
Fiitni caste]. 

ITic norm'll rise prbifls ceenrs once tn autumn (OctoWr aud November) when the jianding 
flood wftt jr boiflrs to sohiidc and there is a record catch of fish. TliO demand falls off gmdnally tn 
win tor and does not revive till tho monsoon breaks in April. Tba diffcrecM in the JctcI of priccf 
between the 4 active moo lbs and the B Block montha is nRCciitnAled by the poverty of thu matiufactur- 
LR and tkiri^nsoiaent in^^ to withhold even kmpotarily the rate of the oatpt. The ij^lUng 
price of ordioftry iiota oE 7 at 7 yards Varies from R^- t to 25 according Lo tbreeJ! and jresh. Tho 
monthly sav nifs cf a sinirle man work ini; half4irae and getting bis hemp apun for ciub wotild he about 
lU* 7S^ Bui ici poiat of foot, thf mdiislry U worked on the family system. The women spin the hemp 

wbilemrh nioko the tiet«+ Family profits tbercforc iadnde profits of spinning os well as of vvcavvinf»^. 
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At the Umo albwance hae tn be miJo for the feiTtihat families which work foil timo mtB few 5 moit 
work oolj half tioiii, for Gsb^ and boat plytng^ aia verj eommoa additictuii iotircei of iocoioe even 
when a man bas no land to ttU^ The estimstetL iFarage income from net makiii^ 0 ! inch a Imnllr 
m^iDg 23 nets in a year ia fmm Rs. tQ0 to Rs- 144 aanoaily* In thia industry also the midiitemeii 
with a ijalem of advices of caih or hemp and purchase of the nets in biFoumble hiiTe a etrois^- 

bold. They sucoeel in cutfin^ down priooe to the workers to sueh an eEtoot os to oan^ from 26 to 
5il per een^ difference^ between the workers^ receipt and the local E»azar price* The total Tolnme of * 
the trade le e&ltm&tcd at L lakh onnanlly, 

T -—AGURU {Agar)* 

^ The word agwru properly means the attar distilled from the dark brown hardeaed resiootu 
jmee secrctod ID the wo^ of the tree Aqnllaria A^ollooha and it is also used to mean the 
£m»raut wood itself. Altboogh the Ain~i^Akhari tells ne that in Mogul timee Sylbet used to gro# 
foicets of agaru, there is little found now m tbs dislrtot- The ehief fotesteoio in the Assam 
Valley aurl the Noga Hill** and disoovery of the particolar trees wluch happen to have developed 
tbe valusible »t*ofetion appears to he largely a mat tor of ohonoe* 

The raw matonal with adhering wood ie brought to SojanagoTj EaRnagar and three other villager 
near Dakahmhhag in Sylbet, for distUlation by the staled workm therv. There it hardly any local 
deoiaud. ^ Most of the demand h from other porto of India, where it is tiBeJ in religious ritiud, aad 
&oni China and Western Asia* for which market it is bought by Arab merohants in Calcntto- 

The industoy cannot strictly be eoUad only a eottigo {ndufftryj for there are only about 40 fomities 
who own dptiUerj plants. Mo^ of the bustness is in the bonds o£ two exporting firms who 
workshoH in the two chief villages^ Theise employ a large numhet of day laboufersi and also give 
out work on coutmet to th^ who prefer to work at home. The day labourera get 0 annas a day 
nod the others ore paid at piece rates* With the great majority tho tnanitry Is sabaidliiiy to egrieiu- 
ture. 

The boMn^ u entirely in the hands of MuhammodanB. There are nearly IjOOD workers m 
addition to the tomfiies who have their own stilk. 

IS eo fixed morkt^t rate^ and the price* are fixed by haggling. The throe prodnetoj manir 
wood, aitat and the lestdue or dost, all have their valuet. Rmt quality material may 
peld Es- 3-8 par tola for olfor, Rs, IB a sear for maanfactored agar^ and Be* 1-ti pet maund for dnst^ 
I'mlito ^ high, some ettu^te* ^yiog ffom BS per cent, to £60 per oeoL on wortW a tnannd of raw 
mtteri^ but waat of capital hindem the smaller monufaet nrer. Usually he has to approach the 
expOT^ng middleman, who only agrees to finance him on the nsnol ootiditioa^, ri#-j that the entire 
oatput be sold to him, and that the aeller accept lower rake* 
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APPENDIX. P. 

F^vity Buoobts.*^ 

• ^ I a 

FtV^4^^---^I]jjiiQi, tliatift J^imuD^ukbt maaz^ Kampiir» 

(d) A family of ^von rntnubeira.—Tbie© ^^sksi bqioj^ old* on? boy of about H and one full 

(^WQ two fsmatoa of full grown oad two tnfiaiit Tlie d<t hoofOboU work tnoa 

aa cooking, hoiM keopiogi etc. They do not talp in the fcid work. 


JlnumJ boomfrk 

Ha. 

Paddy grown and taj^on 100 matutdaj 
^nlue ... 300 

^Intikabi a, ... 36 

8 a]e>pn>eeeJ 8 ot vegetable* aod pftaltiy 60 

Fiah caaght and caneqnied 60 

Cattle evld aad bind cut ami milk boM lOO 

Lcmn tabeo... 60 

Total (H »6 


Bspeodituiu. 

Paddy ecaitua^ ^6 tmntads, prim 
Salt, oil, <pieeflj etc. 

Cloth 

Fi^li ... ... ... 

Fodder for cattio, etc. ^ 

EapenBCB far gueata, birth aod death, etc. 
Htligiao* and medical eicpeaae* 

Prifef of milk ... 

IntercEt paH 

Load Revonae 


Total 


a-ip 


m-a I 


Ra. 

im 

96 

]U0 

60 

66 

60 

66 

60 

5 

to 


6KI 


Majority of tbe people ate in tbut'etote of i:Conomic dietren, only 6 per cent, of the vUbgere 
in bettor oon^tjoa bat abtut tO per oent. aie m woree oondition. 


t. Cifliivator^luiiAimpur, 


r Male adult »> 

Fumitjf — Ordinary Jlfrrt caUirator YUIajp;—Bbadia Chak, \ Female adult ... 

Mtri mahal—^Tbana, Dibrogarh. y Mate child 

V. Feaialc child ... 


3 

a 

s 

1 


Total 


Ammul iaeom«. 

Paddy and mustard... ... 

Yalue of dab caeght and conaamed 

Commisision nn Gain 

Ficaa ... ... ... 

Total ... 


Rg. a. p. 
763 0 0 


50 0 
65 0 
60 6 


S67 0 6 


EKpradittm* 



Rs. 

a* 

P- 

A—/btfrf* 

Bice a.* 


365 

0 

0 

Suit 

it# 

S 

0 

0 

Oil 

##f 

13 

0 

0 


P#-4 

3 


0 

FiBh 

OOP 

50 

0 

0 

Polea „* 



0 

0 

mm* *** 

#«# 

5 1£ 

0 

J>. 

Betel'-nut 

### 

11 

8 

a 

Keraeiue oil 

Pk* 

1 

10 

V 

0 

Tobacco and molaaBca 

# »« 

9 

12 

0 

Clothot... ... 

■ a a 

35 

0 

0 

Country liquor 

■ « « 

47 

0 

0 

C. 

Fn^iiTaTs 

#i« 

SO 

0 

0 

Dttpreciiitlc^iulfi nfougli butlontrfl 
Purcha«ti of impkmaots 


5 

0 

0 

iaa 

S 

D 

0 

PolUfax 

P a a 

6 

0 

0 

HitpavEncnt of dobt... 

«a a 

an 

0 

0 

Intorcet 

*p» 

0 

6 

0 

Loot 

1 -■'» 

20 

0 

0 


1 a 

702 

4 

0 

Balanot^ in did* 


164 12 

0 

G nind total 

——^- 

!*■ 

867 

0 

0 


• Bamka niil*! »iiMiMr ef Uw bodgeta aie c^aioaa «f tiig ^wkimlar tmitxtriag aSegm. 


# 
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S< Cultivator— 

Mtiliamniulati of Digband, Biswautb pob'ee atat'ion. 

1 tasla ftdott* 


Family 


Anna] ueaiiu. 


VaTiie ol «nip6, ate. 
'W^s ia kSoomB 
Loan 


1 - 4 -# 

a*i 


Total 


<■> 


Sb. 

m 

100 

i&o 

502 


I 


1 famato adult. 

8 male o!ii]dT«iv» 

5 female ehUdt«n. 

Item of eipeoset. 

A — Faai^ 

' fiioe 
Salt ’ 

Oil 

Sptcee 
Fish 
Pulse* 

V^tablo* 

Milk at)d yif* 

B—Other etpentee. 

Betel-nut 
Ketoaene dt 
Tobacco 
Clothe* 

Bouwhold bteseiia 
Frauiture 

C —A/ iieettmeout> 

Land terenita and rent , 
Xioeal taxatiua , 

ToUl 


*** 

4^* 


im* 

*i* 


Ra. 

258 

5 
10 

6 

12 

5 

3 

b 


5 
e 
8 

20 

6 
3 


20 

I 

404 


4. CuUivatar^Ehtti and daintta /fiUg, 

(Fit^ memben) 1 ad nH male, 2 adult fecniiles, 1 girl and 1 boy. 

Jowai subdiriiion. ■* 

Titla^ Nongkblieb (KonghhlJeh Do 1 o»lup). 


Arrmiii] iiif iwwj - 


Bt. 


Value ol paddy and othor dope 
grown witk vegetables, fnite 
and live-stock less value of 
seed* ... 311 


total ,» 511 

3 worfcera, 2 dopendastf. 

Wofk iot about 8 montha in the year. 


Ittans of eiptailihtfs. 
Food. 


Ri« .•* 

lodiaa corn ... 
Sweet potatoes 
Salt 
Oil 

^icM 

Pish 

Vigotabtei 


lU. a p. 
100 0 0 
D 
0 
0 
12 
0 
0 
0 


15 

4 

e 

5 
3 

12 

10 


■®—Oiker Xomehvld expeuaes. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


-*■* + 

♦* + 


*w* 


Batel-nut 
Tobaeoo 
Glolljea ... 

Household utimaila 
Puroitiuo 
Soap 
Matches ... 

C—3t Meel/ff aeoae. 
Hodso ropjwra 
Medical expenses 
Bompetio festivals and en- 
tertaiiumenta {ps/oj in. 
clodcd) 

Hire or purchase of raw 
materials and hnpleizienM 
Land reveoue, rent and 
hou*?-tai ... 

TVagea for field labour ... 


8 10 
2 14 
25 0 
0 S 


1 

I 


7 

2 


0 

7 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 


0 

10 

7 

10 


12 0 

0 0 


0 


0 

0 


Total 


202 8 0 
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f'tifgaritiL e9(flie—Siitagir (/cr/Ad^}, 

• CINAMARA TEA ESTATE. 

Famlg^l DttTe (Ltboo Dhmdati-Tdngu) adult, I femab tdalt (wwkiiig), 1 bov S fnca- 

workLDg]^ i gif] 4 70^ (uDD-working;}. . I 

’Works in tea-houee for part of year, id garden for temainder. - 


Ifnalli)^ bicom*. 


Pay fbr man 
Pay for wife 
Vtjue of paddy grown 
in bit own lend 
Ba. 20 for tbe whole 
year, f,e., 
per month * 


Total ... 

Thie family ie an 
average good tea* 
garden femily* The 
femlly is a Kttle 
above the aveiag& 


Be. 


9 

S 


i. p. 

S 0 
S 0 


1 ID 0 


10 10 D 


I 


Monthly ripenditnje. 


Be. 


BiVe ... ... g 

^alt ... g 

Oil ... ... 0 

Spaoea and Knall fieb ... 0 10 

Pulse* ... 0 U 

Vegetables ... 0 3 

Sugar, eto. ... ...■ 0 4 

* 

Oiier iaifteiold 0xpe»s«h 
Botel-out ... 0 S 

Tobaew 0 X8 

Kerosene oil... ... 0 3 

CJliifbes ... ... 3 3 

Llcpior ... I 0 

Boiteohfiii ntettsil ... u 3 


u p. 
8 0 
fT 0 
7 9 


Bomestie feeilvalB 
Kira of cattle 
Beat 


C — Uiteellaitec«$. 


0 

0 

0 


S 

S 

4 


U 

0 

D 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 


0 

0 

D 


Total 


18 11 0 


Itia mtimat^ 20 per cent, of the femilUa on the gardm araabove this Btandard, 80 per 
cont. of tbiB standaiu and tbe remainder below. ^ 


6 . rta'gardeit cocti^t’—Sjlktf, 
CMt^Oriya {Si>h(A Sjftiay. 
Man, wife, ^er (aged), old mother, child—>2.^ workers, 

Ytarig Sitiget. 


Seetipta 


MTag^ 

Advance agreement 
Bumu, monthly... 
B^use reptuia ... 
Melical 

Bed bage ... 
Total 


Ba. a. 
204 U 
22 Q 

5 0 
2 0 

6 H 
1 0 


p. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


I 


ExpendititM. 


244 12 0 


Bico 
Salt 
Oil 

Spices 
Piab 

Folee 

VcgetDhlee 
Milk 
Gur 

Koraeeno 
Tobacco 
Liquor 
House repaim 
Medical ... 
festiritiea ... 
Clothee 
Bed bags 
UtenjsiU 


a a I 


¥mm ■ 


eat 


Be. a, 
iU4 U 
S 4 
8 4 
1 19 
I 10 0 
8 4 0 
8 4 
5 11 
5 11 0 
8 4 U 


7 

52 

t 

8 
2 

18 

1 

S 


P 

0 

0 

II 

0 


0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total 


228 10 0 






















Tillage Sarigabari, near Slkraibari %» Bstate-6 family membera-S men. 1 woman awl 3 ebiWren, 


«‘ n, J > luwitw (ftaocal) 


Eipcndituiti' 





Be. a. p< 



Re. 

a. 

P- • 

J^IC^ aa« 

£04 0 0 

A — Fi/atl, 





Vegetable 

Fraita «.. •«« 

1» 0 0 

0 G 0 

Bioe, ‘l-S maunde at Be. 4 

16d 

Q 

0 

NtL^lc *** 

£8 U 0 

Salt 11 eeBrt wAdtIy 

le 



^Vagea ftom garden .., 

ITS 12 0 

incladed} aa. 


8 

0 


Oil .ao 

mym 

sc 

0 

u 

ToUt 

476 IS 0 

BplCe^ a^a 

Faltw ae. 

* W i" 

IS 

0 

0 




1 n 

6 

0 



* * ■ 


1# 


0 

Vtfgetublcs 


2^) 

0 

0 



Milk 

■ T» 

S3 

0 

0 


V 

G ttf *.«« 

1 ■■« 

6 

8 

9 

Jfatf ,—^Tbis i« a good cies* of #iHMolie family. 
Woman pin-.ke for about 3 montbe, £ men earn 0 

S—Ofit^r Heuitehaid expenati. 




auDaailftiljf wotkuig about holF 
gftrdoD. 

tbc weak on the 

Kerosene eil 

4^4 

7 

5 

0 


Tobao^jn &T]il molass^i 

«••■ m 

15 

0 

0 



Clothe **f 

•!■ k^m 

57 13 

0 



Optnen 

♦ *■• 

6& 

0 

0 



Liquor 

mmm 

1 

0 

9 



Hoofiabold ut^uiila 

HPBB 

6 

15 

0 










Domestie f^tinle 

mmr 

B 

U 

9 



LaJid tOTene* 

WWW 

0 

0 

9 



Loch) f»t« 

■B 1 « 

0 

0 

’6 



Rapayment of debt 

B B B 

SO 

0 

0 



Inter^t for 3 montbi 

#i*|B 

2 

0 

0 



, Totttl 

### 

476 IS 

0 


S. Cuttivattf-^Mattd-teom worker—Caekar- 


Three worlieffi and 4 defendant^^wotldng mem' 
bera engaged in work ior about £50 daje. 


Ia«ai»ET 



Be. a. p, 

Valae ol cloth pro* 


liarcd and fold *.. 

40 0 0 

Vaine of crop*, etc.... 

W 

200 0 0 

Trade in bnmlot)«t caeijs, 


etc. ai» 

70 0 0 

Total 

510 0 0 


THana Bailaltandt village ^tmalohandiitir I 
~l male adult, 6 female adolta and S ebildm. 


BipenditurCi 


Ri« 

a V* 

Be. 

170 

a. 

0 

p* 

0 

Salt 

■rta 

a 

WlT 

8 

0 

Oil 

t.mm. 

Q 

0 

0 

Spicee 


2 

0 

u 

Flab ... 


8 

0 

0 

Ffilecs ... 

e-* 

4 

0 

0 

Tea, mgsr, etc. 


8 

0 

a 

Bi'tcl Itiavcs and nals 

Pfi a 

3 

0 

0 

Seroeeno oil 


7 

0 

0 

Tobacco ,i. 


* w 

0 

0 

Ch)lbc9 ... 


4f> 

0 

0 

Uteneilc 


6 

0 

Q 

Ifonee TCfaini 


IS 

0 

0 

Medical oxpoDfet 


G 

0 

0 

Domestit'! feativala 


3 

9 

0 

Lund revanne 


30 

n 

n 

Local taxation 


0 

9 

0 

Total 

«-ai 

SIS 

1 

0 
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9. Cullitat^t'-Fttltman^^aehat. 


Two wofksra ftnd S dspcndaiitfi worktop msoiboTii 
engaged for about 8^ dayo, 


Ibikdiui. 

Valuo o{ 0TOpa> «to. 

VaJoe o{ Cab eaugtit and sold 
Total 


tts. 

IdO 

90 

259 


, Tbanq JJailakandi, village Ntmaiflliandpar 
* 11—2 aiale adnlu and 3 obJldnn. 


EspetiditiirB. 


Potter family 
Period 1 year< 


IQ. P^tier-CiiUivator—litmif^Hg, 

Village Kumargaon, Maiiz* Ocrgnoii, P. S. D^rgaon. 

r 




Mate adnit 
Female 
Male cbild 
FemaLt child 


Rj. 


Biee 

p -1 ■ 

160 

0 

Salt ... 


2 

0 

Oil 

1 a a 

0 

(I 

Spices 

*aa 

6 

4 

Tea and molasses 

aaa 

1 

4 

SeleUnuts, «tc. ... 

■' 1 "1 

0 

0 

Kenmane oil 

■III 

1 

0 

Tobacco 

-tt* 

4 

8 

Cloths ... 

*** 

25 

9 

Utensils ... 


10 

U 

Hoase repairs 

mmm 

6 

0 

llomeirEic Estival 


6 

0 

Rtnt 


82 

9 

liueal taxation ... 


0 

9 

Total 

■ tv 

247 

& 


S 

1 

£ 

S 


Total 


InfSDisc. 

Valne of orope grown, ete,— 
Eupil 12 bighas ». 
.ikn land 4 bighas 
Mtistard 2 bigbae 
Fntiie 1 l^ba 
Sale or htro of eattJe 
Money taken on loan 
Pottery luanufnctnn 

TbUl 


* ■ i. 

Mmm 


m-n 


R*. 


2 to 
50 
10 

6 

lU 

3 DO 
69 

476 


Jf,B ,—The tneomo of euob a family depend* 
to a considerable extent on the nnmber cl Fcnuile 
adolta, who work in pottery manufaotare mainly. 
There ie no family solely depending on pottery 
manufacture t every family bae t»nw ealtivatioii ae 
well. 

Snob families are 10 per pent,, above tbU 
line 85 per cent., and below tbia line 5 per cent. 


Q 

9 

0 


Q 

0 


60 

2 

36 

29 

20 

6 

6 


Ezpesdittirv. 

/I—/bed* 

Rioe ... 300 

Sait ,,, V,* 5 

Siptees ... ... 8 

Ftali ... 10 0 

^'eaetabtea ... ... S 0 

Milk and y|« 6 

Tea, sug^r, y«r, ete, ... 80 

B"Othtr hiueki^d ejcftntt». 
Bfltof-nat ... Nil. 

K.«TOHCLe oil ... 4 9 0 

Tobacco and mnlae-vs ... 0 0 0 

Ciotbes ... ... 40 0 0 

Opiatni yon/'ij etc. ... 86 0 9 

Uteniiii ... ... Nil 

C—Jtfijeffioaeonr. 

Hrmre repiir, ele.... 

Medical expensea ... 

Fi^talB, sic. 

Hire or pDrebaBoof boat 
Riiw rnaterinl and implements.. 

Land revetme 

Kepnyme^’t of debt (prinoipal) 

Intaieot on loons 
ndebg <if imponnded Cattle .< 

Gilt in marriage ... .. 


0 

Kil 

0 

8 

Nil 

0 

9 

(I 

0 

0 


T-.tal 


.«• 666 8 0 


f 
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11* impu r* 

makum; mauza ledo. 

F&JOHiijri oold miner t S mAks 1, female 1 iiule oMl-di 1 feixiiik* ebilil^ 


Iteto* of 


Arntmul ytiilj. 

Ri, 


Incoom per annctm (ftU 7^0 

ftdalts WDrkickg)j wngcfl^ 

2 ii!iili*s at average Ea, 30 
per moDfODL 

I female at Ee. 20 £40 

per mei^aem. 

Yearly PAD 


It ia very difficult to give any really 
reliable Ggnres ae tw eammga and 
ffUndard of liviog of the varioua 
dascea of Ubour vary very mtieb* 


lietnt of upeedituM. 


AmoTiiii jady 

Bo. . 

A — ta^d- ^ 

EidO £t mavsde per tuo^th at £ 10 

Ee» 8 per mepBCin^ Uo. 20< 

Salt 4 eecre per meotli ... B 

OiU „ „ „ ... 30 

SjMBS at Ee. 1 f>er montih li 

Fiftit at Il«. 5 p«r moptli 6IJ 

Pulsus 10 seal, per nu^th 30 

Veitetables at Rs. £ per mobtSi £l 

M)!k uod gke^ at R$> 10 per ISO 

month. 

Tea, suear, ete,| at R». £ pm £4 

mouth- 

LiTe-stock, poultry, goals 24 

pigoOQ, and 

catv«e at Ba 2 per moDth. 

0/*ff Jio«tfitld'4*pfti»a. 

RcLel-not at TL*. 1 per moiitJi 1£ 

Scroeene at annas IS per 0 

moeth. 

Tohaoee and motassoa at Bi. £ £4 

pm month. 

Cfoth» at Ra. 3 per month... 30 

Liquor at Rs. 7 per month ... 34 

HoBsebedd ntenails at Re. 1 IS 

per month. 

Furniture «'<■. «ii Nil. 

C— 

Hoose repair* and mat«rblp ^applied fay 

Company^ 

Meduia] cxpeuics .s. Ditto. 

Domc^ic feativali and eatertain- 

mctit 12 

liond roveuno ot rent Nil. 

Looai tfixation ... Nil 

Bepaytdcnt of debt <-#* 4#« Nil 

Intoroat on loan ... ... Nil 

Any other expenses... NiL 

ApproxiioAta yearly expendUnre... 738 


12. Oil’ieell Foriw—Zeili'm/ar. 

VJ]la);e, mnnsior tban^Digboi (Marghedta}. 

FamJlv E, 1 male adult, 1 £i!ma]i! adult, 1 malo and 1 female child, 1 infant (male). 


I^iLuxiber of 


Itfmi of uiootiig^ 


Wages sa* 

MoD*y taken on lean 

Totol 


■• I * 


Rf. 

STfi 

£9 

33 




Ir«mi of cspenditnir. 


Bs. 


Biee (inoluding flour, etc.) 


1S6 

Rail ... ... 


3 

Oil 


l£ 

8pieofl ... ... 

mmm 

3 

Piftb (refer to all dastae who Rpend 


money in Beh) 

». i 

10 

J^ulsee ... ... 

*■« 

10 

Vegetables ... 

* » * 

s 

Mflic andfiee 

r*ii 

6 

Tea, sugar, oto. 

*** 

3,0 

^Oi^fr ipmteioid erpeiuft. 
KcreseBe oil 


6 

Tobuoeo and melasses 


4 

Clothes ... ... 

m-r » 

2S 

Liquor ... 

e«4 

8 

•Miitellanefuti 

Firewood ... 


12 

Barber ... 

mm* 

3 
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13. ^ArtJt varktr cn roads^Oeatfara. 
Thuoa—BiUttpart. 

Xumbdr of nienator? in the family. 

1 
1 




DependsttlB. 


Ztenu of incoms. 


Bb. 


'ffiLge* 


23fi 


There are no L<^ euih workers. This budget 
wferi to a poir of upoonntiy eettleri who 
oarry on their work thToo^hont the year. 


Other expense (Hemittanee 
to Farenu by M. O.) 

Total ... Si.5 Total 

14. Oeiterai tahenrtr^SiMt and Jaintia Biili {SiUloit^), 
CaiutilMtiaa of family—t male adult worker. 

I female ,t „ 

1 female ehtld (14 yeari) worker 
1 male child (6yms)<^dc{ieiijdant, 


JT 

tt 




i* 

(s 


u 

tt 


y\] 


Itemiof p^tpenditum. 

A —Fflpjf* 

Bf. a. 

P* 

ItlCe aaiii --f 

Oft 0 

0 

3Alti pa* 

3 0 

0 

Oil 

S 4 

0 

SpICC^ w*m ■■■ 

1 8 

0 

Ptflh 

ft 0 

0 

Pnlsca 

27 0 

0 

Yegfitablos ppi 

g 0 

0 

Milk and 

Nil. 


Toa, Engaty etc. 

3 0 

0 

LiTD-siock *.. 

1 8 

0 

B— Oii«r iieiistietd aapenditaro. 

Retehnut mmm PPI 

Nil. 


Kaiaaeacml 

6 4 

0 

Tohaooo and molUE^ca 

3 0 

0 

Cloth? a« P **m 

15 0 

0 

OpioEQi ganj^ or liquor 
Honsobatd utamiiU 

Nil. 


1 0 

0 

C—Jf lie 

Hoii^ rop^ and metariala 

10 0 

0 

Bomestio festivals and enters 

ft 0 

0 

tainmant^ 

Pqrchaaeof impknnmU 

3 0 

0 

Laud Tovenne or rent^.p 

5 4 

0 

Local taxation.p. •>-* 

0 « 

& 


20 4 0 


2£4 6 0 


ItBiiu of iiHKiiae~'iiKiiitblj. 


iU. 


Wfl&cs, wukiiigr for 
Sv A^yB on tbiu nvonig^p 
in a montli— 

1 ndult aimafi 1 % 

rar di«m 15 0 Q 

1 ^laalo adult at anaxifl (I 

£ 5 r dim *v* 7 8 0 

male cluld at aiLtmr 4 

per dim mmm 6 Q* 0 

Total inoomo ... 27 S 0 


13 

0 

D 

0 

2 

1 

1 


Itema of eBpcodltun'^eioalhly. 
A — Food, E». 

Hioo ... ... 

Salt 
Oil 

Spioei ... 

Fish (dried anil Ereah) 

Meat ... 

Vegetahlee ... ... 

Total 

S—Otier hotue^old exptwei. 
Betel-ant ^ ... 

Kerosiaa oil **■9 

ToHacoo ... ... 

dotha *wm 

aad Liquor 

Hmu^bold ut6o£ib 

* 

Totfll 

C —Afwella nit<ms^ 

Butise rep^iifi asd mat^ialA 
Medical expQDKfl and ^ 11 / 41 ; ».* 
Pnicbave of implemaata ««« 
Other eipfipeefi (booflotcnt: 

Re- fool Kfl* foapj 
etCry sonas &). 

Total 

* 

Total eipanditiire 


k. p, 

0 0 


0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 


IB 1 

0 

3 0 

ft 

tl.a ft 
0* 0 

0 

0 

1 ft 

0 

Nit. 

0 S 

ft 

P 1 

ft 

Nil. 

0 8 

0 

0 4 

D 

4 0 

0 


4 U 

ft 

27 14 

0 
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ATPINDIX. 


16. Miditlf~eh4t famitf^Sontk Sjflliett 

fawily tiav6 boco iiiAde for cue jtmt on Kotnol rnqiuruo. 

Moiunr to Goronuosot urvioo (MiAi^ mm n 

r Axlutt tcale 
larnDy mombent j 


. Young duiighter 


Total 


»*i 

**■* 


1 

1 

2 

1 


laooffitt. 


faj of Es. 30 a month ... 


Bs, ». ]». 
860 0 0 


Thif la a &ithfn] aoconnt. Tha ia So 

waiu. It ia ua lOitaBoe oE atrict econom/. 


_ Zzpcaditim, 

A—F0«d, 

Biee 

Sdt 16 aecra 
Oil 12 acera 
Sfn'cea 
Fuh 

Pulaea 30 aeara 
Vesttahica ... 

Milk 

Sugar and taa 

Total 

B-^Otket kcMtehold ttpti 
B«ta]<aiit Bad pan 
Karoauifi oil 2 tfna 
Toliaoao 24 foots 
Cloths 

Homooold otomils 
FuroJturo 

Total 

C—M 

House mpaira 
Modiaal axpooEO 
FoatiVala 
Bent 



R*. 

a. 


*»* 

120 

0 

0 

a a* 

1 14 

0 

p«-a 

9 

0 

t) 

#PW 

15 

0 

0 

- s 

30 

0 

0 


5 

10 

0 

a 1 * 

10 

0 

0 

*T' 

KiL 


*4 V 

15 

0 

0 

at* 

£06 

8 

0 


U 

0 

0 

«** 

7 

0 

0 

a a » 

16 

0 

0 

* . . 

48 

0 

0 

as a 

4 

0 

0 


4 

0 

0 


HO 

Q 

0 

*a a 

£4 

0 

0 

P 1 V 

10 

0 

0 

e*« 

2 

0 

0 


a 

4 

0 

p a a 

S3 

4 

0 

*0* 

33t ]£ 

0 


Total 

la iM'jtJt I > erponditore 

lO- JVoawffaa. 

AOtri^ag Town.—Sadr Polios Station. 

Cleftc OD pay of £fi. 68 per mansem. 

Fmilp-^l male«lult, 1 Um^e ndolt, 4 ohildres, 2 naphswa, 1 um\d sorsnnl^O n,oMl,sra. 

Iluu of !**“« of expendilaft. 

A. 


Aununl salary 

Valae of cropa giotrn with froit 
Talus of sloth mule at home ... 

Cow's loilb ... 

*“■ *«■ 

Honey taken on loan, includiog tliigM 
pwrehased on sredit 

Total 


Re. 

816 

80 

12 

16 

UD 


1,004 


B. 


The dofieit u Ba- 03 ffS+SO). This atnte of 
aiCura Alwaj« continuct^ 


-in, 


BtcO 
S«It 
Oil 

Snicca 
Full 
PiiiiM 

Ai^ctabln 
Milk and yJi-e 
Tea and stigar, et«. 

Bctl 

Koroeiae , 

rnl qjt^ip f 

Cloths , 

FumiLtire 


Honae lopaire... 

^'fttioal exfioriaea y* 

Domestic featiTola aud eat«- 
tdunment 
Fnir ruterint 

Land lerenoa and tnunieirai 

tasfla ^ 

Keftind of Jobj 

Helping poor aurter. aubi 
««ip.lan 

Total 


Ba. 

280 

4 

27 
13 

no 

36 

86 

47 

70 

13 

24 

7 

!80 

10 

7 

So 

30 

£6 

0 

28 
120 


X 

0 

H 

0 

u 

0 

u 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

U 

U 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


30 n 


1,133 0 
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APPENDIX G. 

Eiiimale prod^clion and azaro^t individual income ai prices pnvaiiinp in 


[Crops ^ccordijig to estinuLtes of Agrumltnra Dapartm-ant.] 


— 

i 

Oathoq (00(Xi 
of DUUIW). 

A«'KKa§a wkek- 
Slid priea ni 
chief mirtJk 

Toltia cE 
produw in 
liJduoE rapm. 

^ 1 

* 1 

3 

4 




Us. a. p. 


Riee (buskod) .^i 

mrnrn 

fi4,443 

G 6 0 
pci Duund. 

83,81 

Afustjird ■.-- 

mmm 

1 

G 11 0 
per maaod. 

1,05 

Cuf **- **^ *** 

a** 

867 

GOO 
per rnnod. 

73 

Juto pv, *■* 

f ia 

762 

7 10 0 

57 

Otlipr crops (ooCtonj aesamnnij puWj millitoi roots^ 
regtftnblcti fruitip eto.}, Vdne estimated according to 
Areas reported cuItirAtcd <*» 



5,S3 

Tes (vbIoa of exports 8,73 ctotos ; vdiia to AfKun 
At lulf thuj **w 

taken 

s.* 


4,30 

C^, taken at nnoa. 7 pr msaml fz^mines 


8,441 

mmm 

37 

Petrokum^ taken at anzia 1 per galloa of crude oil 

WdlS tmm m*w •■** " 

0'5 million 
gallons. 

m*-m 

0 

Flib, caagbt aod sold or cossnmetlj ostiiastod nloo 


V + + 

f eo 

40 

Silks clotlit litneetooe^ foreiit products and rniall maatif^u- 
tuica^ estiiuatCLl Talue «*- 


t** 

60 

Tobk) 

.s* 


m'W* 

Be, 48,37 
tnkbs. 


FopoUtioa of A^Hato (excluding Mailiptit) 7i6ti6j%!lO 

Avetiga money toIdo of aaDHal ^tlCOt^o par hoair 1031-££^ noarly ... B^. oS 

or par occupied hflose -»!. n 2fi9 


■ Sw OiBlrlor IMfimpk Thfr tAksliLtkii^ mnmlft Fro^ilob faltuSAnd tw| k^obI idUM td tilw 

dmw MMadt, Ik im\f » r?Uff^ ■itliCOnnuliAR- B«« lUmm m tJid Hit Invi prtdbitlf bdon bdcib uzylllwHimM (i-f m idi Mil 
cWlhji dUiif ifcifWi ivJi ii li^i^iidcTt t»rt bMO opditvinr 

Nd ittmt-t hM boon niiiU to wtlnito tlw ibdrv of iof (HH taken hj tbfl tndar* tk« moMu^tondoi and iht ntifr^ncoiTar on tl^i 
^ mill ib« nUifator mid winr^^amit ihi tba oUutf. 


































“V 

COVT. OF INDIA \ 

« ^^rtmtat oi Arrh^ _ ^ 




«■' •< Ardmelo., % 

^ DEtm \ 





















